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NOTES 
A. Shane Johnston (Lead Pastor – Resonate Church, Coquitlam BC): 

1. Shane’s story: 
a. Came to CLA 16 years ago, met his wife Rachel here. At one point he felt God call him to quit his accountant job and give two 

years as a volunteer to the church.  
b. In 2007 Pastor Brent Cantelon asked him if he would ever consider being a campus pastor. His “Absolutely not,” was tempered. 

“The Lord arrested my heart as the words came out of my mouth. I added, ‘But I never want to stand before God with a buried 
gift.’” 

c. He applied for the Coquitlam job on the last day it was open, wasn’t selected, but God spoke to two pastors during a church 
service, pointing to him: “That’s your pastor.” 

2. Resonate Church < http://weareresonate.ca >  
a. Has grown from a congregation of 20 to several hundred that has contributed thousands of dollars to ministry projects. In five 

weeks they will launch as a separate church and meet at Centennial Secondary School.  
b. Chose the name “Resonate Church” because ‘resonate’ expresses their heart to spread the gospel as they: 

i. produce a loud and clear sound that goes on for a long time. 
ii. appeal to someone in a personal emotional way (2 Cor. 5:20).  
iii. create a response. 

B. Derrick Hamre (based on the text John 20:19-23): 
1. Called: The disciples were together in an upper room crippled by fear.  

a. The resurrected Jesus came and spoke “Peace be with you” – John 20:19.  
b. Jesus is still on the scene speaking shalom, peace, into our lives with their fears and uncertainties about health, family, church 

etc. Pastor Derrick: “You’re in the palm of His hand. You’re the apple of His eye. God is with you.” 
2. Commissioned - John 20:21: 

a. As God commissioned Jesus, Jesus turns to His followers and says: “I send you.”  
b. Today at CLA we commission Shane and Rachel but we also recommission all of us who are Jesus’ followers.  

3. Empowered – John 20:22: 
a. Jesus breathed on them empowering them with the Holy Spirit. 
b. They will never be alone. 

4. Emissaries – John 20:23: 
a. We’re all Jesus’ emissaries, carrying His message of forgiveness, grace, and salvation. 
b. Pastor Derrick: “Wherever we go that message follows us. Wherever we go, we take and share the message of forgiveness.” 

C. Jason Eliason: 
1. Pastor Jason shared his and his wife Kelsey’s vision to become church planters. 
2. It’s a calling that is growing stronger (not going away, as they prayed it would if not from God). Jason E.: “This has gone from something 

we might do to something we have to do.” 
3. They are currently on a journey of assessment, reading, investigating, learning, praying, and networking with others who have a similar 

vision. 
4. Jason challenged us to search our hearts before God as to whether we might be called to be part of this vision.  

DISCUSS 
1. God spoke to Shane and several pastors during an ordinary church service. Shane: “Be encouraged that God’s voice is here to speak to your 
heart.” When have you ever heard God during a church service? Shane felt he should volunteer two years of his life to work at the church. Has God 
ever asked you to do something you’d consider radical? Share your experiences. What was Shane referring to when he said he didn’t want to come 
before God with a “buried gift”? 

2. Referencing John 20:19-23: What were Jesus’ words of commissioning to His disciples? How did He empower them? What is our commission? 
Where do we get the power to fulfill this task? 

3. The Eliasons feel they may be called to become church planters. What activities are they involved in to help them discern if this is for them? When 
have you had a strong sense that you were to pursue a particular path? What did you do about it? How did you sense God’s direction?  

PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, thank You for calling, commissioning, and empowering leaders and lay people in the church to be Your emissaries. Help each one of us 
to respond to Your “I send you,” with “Yes, I will go.” Amen. 
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