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NOTES 
Introduction:  

1. Pastor’s Derrick’s challenge: “Make 2017 a growing season. Make a choice to grow. Aim for intentional growth in 2017.”  
2. God wants us to be filled with Him—His plans and thoughts to produce fruit for His glory. 

A. A Gardening Metaphor 
1. Our John 15 text is the last of Jesus’ seven “I Am” statements in John—one of the many times he used an agricultural metaphor for life.  

a. We are trees planted in God’s garden.  
b. Like an orchardist prunes trees, God will prune our lives. This may feel difficult—suffering, pressure a trial—but God does it so 

we bear more of the fruit of love, joy, patience, kindness, good deeds, witness. 
2. This metaphor speaks to our connection to Him (as cleansed ones – John 15:3).  
3. It also speaks to the fact that we can do nothing without Him – John 15:5.  
4. The statement “He who abides in Me and I in Him, bears much fruit…” John 15:5 is imperative. It will happen.  
5. Will we let God do this work in us—not resist His pruning? It’s for our benefit & His glory.  

B. The tree’s roots = our character 
1. This is the below-the-surface, inner being part of us, our soul where integrity, purity, and honesty come from. 
2. The week of prayer focused on maintaining a good root system through communication with God. 
3. When we’re born again our roots are in Jesus. We are to have His attitude – Philippians 2:5-8. We will resemble Jesus.  
4. We can care for our root system like Jesus did—by getting alone with God – Mark 1:35.  
5. The necessity for strong healthy roots is seen when storms take down apparently healthy trees. E.g. the tree mortality of the summer storm 

of 2015 which came after a long hot dry spell when tree roots were weakened after little water. 
C. The tree’s trunk = our life’s mission or calling 

1. Child of God calling: we are called as children of God. Jesus to disciples: “Come follow Me and I will make you fishers of men” Matt 4:19. 
2. Relationship calling: expressed in relationships and roles as husband, wife, mother, father, son, daughter, friend, teacher etc.  Pastor 

Derrick: “Give time and priority to your roles because they are given to you by God as part of the calling for your life.” 
3. Career calling. 
4. Ministry calling. This includes the “ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:19) in all our callings, through spiritual gifts.  
5. We need to ask: “God, what is Your agenda for my life?”  Someday we’ll be asked to given an account – 2 Corinthians 5:10.  

D. The tree’s branches = our activities and skills 
1. Can be relationship, ministry, or leadership skills (E. g. a reason for the yearly Global Leadership Summit).  
2. Whatever it is, it should be our best. We should add value wherever we are working. Pastor Derrick: “Make it a goal to improve your life. 

Let Jesus prune and invite Him in so you are able to grow and produce fruit for His glory.” 
3. Develop a work ethic – 1 Corinthians 10:31. 
4. Challenge yourself to expand this year by experimenting in new areas, growing in interpersonal skills, skills at work, improvement in 

ministry.  
E. The tree’s fruit = our life’s result (for the glory of God) 

1. Fruit will show up in your marriage, relationships, work, and ministry. 
2. Fruit comes as the result of caring for all the other parts (root, trunk, branches). 
3. Fruit is seen in transformed lives for the glory of God. 

MINISTRY 
1. What has been your experience as a “branch,” attached to Jesus? How have you experienced His pruning? Did this improve your fruit-bearing? 
How? 

2. How do you go about providing care for your “roots”? What practices have you found to be the most effective in this area? 

3. What does your particular “trunk” consist of? How have your roles changed over your lifetime? Discuss 2 Corinthians 5:10. Does the thought of 
appearing before God to give an account scare or motivate you? How might God use you in the ministry of reconciliation in your various roles?  

4. How are you as a “branch” expressing the life of the vine. Share with each other what you do at work, at home, and in ministry. How have you or 
how could you add value to that activity? How are you expanding?  

5. What “fruit” have you seen from your life? What total tree care is involved in producing good fruit? 

PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, help us to stay connected to You and accept Your pruning. May our relationship with You nourish every part of us—roots, trunk, 
branches, fruit production. Help us to have Your agenda with the goal to live our lives to Your glory. Amen. 


