
Face to Face with God 
Pastor Mike Bidell 
January 8, 2017 

NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. Pastor Mike began his talk by telling us a bit about himself, his family & his ministry journey. 
2. He also introduced his book: Ready or Not, Here We Go, describing it as a book with stories and scriptures; the theological idea of 

planting Eden in Egypt. It includes a section on how to pray for the sick, how to begin sharing prophetically, and how to share the 
gospel simply. It is available in our bookstore. 

B. Thoughts on Prayer: 
Pastor Mike: “We begin the week of prayer together. I’m here not as an expert on prayer but a learner. Let’s learn together.” 

1. Prayer is not powerful; God is. 
a. If we focus on prayer, we misdirect faith in our hearts. But if we trust God, prayer becomes a by-product of gazing at His 

power & ability.  
b. Pastor Mike: “We are called to a week of prayer but before, above, beyond that we are called to God. Let’s let prayer be a 

by-product of our relationship with God.”  
2. Bible verses about prayer: 1 Peter 3;12; James 5:16; Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 4:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Romans 12:12; 

Matthew 21:13 – one of our identities is His temple, His home. It is to be a place—we are to be people of prayer.  
3. What happens when God’s children pray? 

a. Prayer remains a mystery. 
i. Many of us have unanswered prayers. Loss & disappointment can do something to us that is dangerous. We may re-

define our theology around our unanswered prayers. This can lead to distance between ourselves and God. We may 
stop praying altogether. 

ii. We need to remember that prayer is not mechanical or a way to trick God into doing something for us. It’s a 
relationship. Trust God with your questions and feelings and allow yourself to continue to be a house of prayer. 

iii. Pastor Mike: “We don’t know what will happen when we pray but if we don’t pray, less of what God is doing will 
happen on earth.” 

b. Prayer changes things. 
i. In the Bible, bitter water became sweet; the sun and moon stopped in place; an entire nation decreed to die, lived; a 

barren womb was opened; rain was stopped for years then started again; fire fell on a sacrifice; the Holy Spirit fire fell. 
ii. In our times bondages & addictions are broken, people are set free, the hurting find healing, limbs and organs are 

healed. 
iii. In WWII, Londoners observed 1 minute of prayer for peace (“The silent minute”) each night when Big Ben struck 9. A 

Nazi official reported later: “During the war you had a secret weapon for which we could find no counter-measure, 
associated with the striking of Big Ben at 9 every day.” 

iv. The fall of the Berlin wall in 1989 was preceded by seven years of Monday prayer meetings begun by a Lutheran 
pastor in Leipzig, Germany.  

4. The needful upward look of prayer. 
a. Jesus feeds the 5,000 (Mark 6:33-44). The disciples drew attention to the need and pathetically small offering. Jesus 

acknowledged both then prayed, “looking up to heaven” – Mark 6:41.  
b. Peter raises Tabatha (Acts 9:36-43). Peter “knelt down and prayed” first and then “turned toward the body” – Acts 9:40 
c. Peter is sprung from prison (Acts 12:5-17). The disciples prayed even though faith was low, seen by how surprised and 

confused they were when their prayer was answered. 
MINISTRY 
1. Discuss the statement “Prayer is not powerful; God is.” How does this contradict some popular opinions about prayer? 

2. Pastor Mike shared a list of Bible verses about prayer. Can you suggest more of your favorites to add to this list? Share how these verses 
have impacted your prayer life. 

3. Many of us have unanswered prayers. What things should we guard against as we view prayer and our relationship to God in the light of 
unanswered prayers? How can we keep from becoming discouraged about praying? 

4. What answers to prayer have you experienced? Encourage each other with answered prayer stories from your lives. 

5. Pastor Mike drew attention to the importance of beginning prayer in an upward look posture. What other postures (physical and spiritual) 
aid you in your praying? 

PRAYER 
Dear Father, we are full of gratitude that You invite and desire us to talk to You in prayer. Help us to be honest as we unload our cares 
concerns, worries, diseases, circumstances etc. onto You. Help us to pray in faith with our eyes on You and Your limitless power, supply, and 
creativity in caring for us. Amen. 


