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HOLIDAY
GIFT GUIDE
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TIS THE SEASON: 

Make sure your brand is featured in all the right places 
this holiday season by developing a tailored targeting 
strategy for the influencers that can make a positive 
impact on your brand’s business.

Securing placements on TV segments and retail blogs 
can help your brand increase consumer awareness, 
reach your target shoppers and earn their trust.

Major lifestyle magazines and newspapers publish 
holiday gift guides to make it easy for shoppers to find 
the perfect gift. With easy-to-read layouts categorizing 

items by theme, price or location, holiday gift guides 
spread brand awareness by boosting a product’s 
visibility, thereby making it easy for readers to  
discover them. 

Online blogs and influencers do the same: posting 
Instagram photos of your product and reviewing your 
offerings is a great way to capture new audiences and 
generate interest.

Here are some featured holiday influencers to help you 
get started!
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TAMMI ROY
BLOGGER 

Tammi Roy is a Blogger and covers Motherhood, Parenting, Travel, Home 

Decorating, Organization and Lifestyle. Per Roy, “Since I don’t work for a 

publication, I would prefer to not get mass emails telling me to write about 

xyz with the offer or high-res images.” Her tip for PR professionals is to be clear 

on what the pitch is and what is expected so as to save a lot of back and forth 

e-mails. For example, give specifics on whether one is looking for a review with 

a giveaway or a sponsored post. Contact her weekdays via email.


She can be reached by email.

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @MYCHAOS  

   @MYCHAOS

 PINTEREST

 LINKEDIN

 tammi@myorganizedchaos.net

TOPICS COVERED:
Children’s Fashion; Family & Parenting; Holiday 
Gift Guide; Home Decorating & Décor; Lifestyle; 
Motherhood; Travel

http://twitter.com/MyChaos
http://twitter.com/MyChaos
https://www.instagram.com/mychaos/ 
http://pinterest.com/tammi_roy
http://ca.linkedin.com/pub/tammi-roy/15/691/5ba
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W. ANDREW POWELL
FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @WANDREWPOW  

 @WANDREWPOW

 LINKEDIN 

 editor@thegate.ca 

 www.thegate.ca/

TOPICS COVERED:
Entertainment; Holiday Gift Guide

W. Andrew Powell is the Founder and Editor-In-Chief of The Gate. He covers 

Entertainment as well as Holiday Gift Guide submissions for Gate which are due 

by October 31st. He also blogs at GATEKeeper’s Blog. 

Powell prefers to receive well-targeted pitches that make it apparent the 

sender knows what the site is all about. “I definitely appreciate the pitches that 

understand we don’t cover clothing, children’s toys, or makeup,” he says. “I also 

appreciate pitches that include images, a few specifications, and overall details 

that give me an overview of why this item might be a great thing to feature.”

Powell crafts his gift guide to look fairly similar to The Gate’s regular gift features. 

“Since people only want to scroll through a certain length of article,” he says, “I 

keep each item in the gift guide to a minimum of one to two paragraphs, and 

the whole article tends to focus on five to seven items, which usually works out 

to be a perfect length, plus photos.”

In addition to timeliness and terseness, Powell also hopes PR pros don’t overlook 

a simple, logistical consideration: “Because I am located in Canada, not everyone 

gets that if they’re shipping me something to review, it has to go through the 

border and that can take time. On more than one occasion, I have also had to 

pay import and brokerage fees, which is never fun.”


He can be reached by email.

https://twitter.com/wanderpow
https://www.instagram.com/wanderpow/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wanderpow 
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KATHRYN GIGNAC
BLOGGER 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @MOMMYKATANDKIDS 

 @MOMMYKATANDKIDS 

 FACEBOOK

 PINTEREST

 STUMBLEUPON

 info@mommykatandkids.com

  www.mommykatandkids.com/

TOPICS COVERED:
Family & Parenting; Holiday Gift Guide; 
Motherhood; Recipes; Travel

Kathryn Gignac is a Blogger covering Recipes, Travel, Family and Parenting, as 

well as Holiday Gift Guide Submissions at Mommy Kat and Kids. Her deadline 

for submissions is mid to late November, but she says she will make exceptions 

if the product is of the sort that her readership would appreciate. She can be 

contacted via email.


She can be reached by email.

http://twitter.com/mommykatandkids
http://twitter.com/mommykatandkids
https://www.instagram.com/mommykatandkids/
https://www.facebook.com/kathryngignac
http://pinterest.com/mommykatandkids
https://www.stumbleupon.com/stumbler/MommyKatandKids
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TAZIM DAMJI
BLOGGER 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @TAZIMDAMJI

 @CELEBRATELIFESADVENTURES 

 FACEBOOK

 LINKEDIN

 tazim@beingtazim.com 

 www.beingtazim.com

TOPICS COVERED:
Do-It-Yourself (DIY); Fashion; Holiday Gift Guide; 
Home Decorating & Décor; Home Entertaining;  
Recipes; New Product Review; Technology; Travel

Tazim Damji is a Blogger at Being Tazim and covers Interior Design, Home 

Entertaining, Do-It-Yourself, Kitchens, Home Decorating, Travel, Lifestyle, 

Fashion, Jewelry, Technology, Crafts, Arts, Holiday Gift Guides and Regional 

General Interests in Vancouver. Holiday Gift Guide product submissions are due 

by November 20th for inclusion. Sponsored posts are welcome and she accepts 

pitches for product reviews. She also enjoys checking out and reviewing hotels, 

attractions, and vehicles. Contact her via email.  


She can be reached by email.

https://twitter.com/tazimdamji
https://www.instagram.com/celebratelifesadventures/
https://www.instagram.com/celebratelifesadventures/
https://www.facebook.com/beingtazim 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tazimdamji/ 
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LORRAINE ZANDER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @LORRAINEZANDER  

 @MOTIVATION.FOR.HER

 LINKEDIN 

 lorraine@faze.ca  

 http://faze.ca/ 

TOPICS COVERED:
Fitness & Exercise; Holiday Gift Guide;  
Personal Health & Wellness; Social Issues;  
Teen/Young Adult

Lorraine Zander is the Editor in Chief and covers topics of interest to Teenagers, 

including Current Affairs, Real Life issues, Famous People, Health and Fitness. 

She also handles the holiday gift guide submissions. Deadline for submissions 

is September 29th. She says, “As long as it’s talking to our readers, I’m happy to 

hear about it.” When pitching, always include contact information. Regarding 

contact from PR professionals, she says, “I don’t mind follow-ups at all. If I’m 

going to act on it, an email is good. I probably wouldn’t mind a second email.” 

When contacting her by phone, she requests that PR professionals say what 

company they work for and briefly state why they are calling. Please don’t leave 

voice mails that don’t explain who you are or why you are contacting her. She 

prefers to be contacted via email.


She can be reached by email.

https://twitter.com/LorraineZander
https://www.instagram.com/motivation.for.her/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lorraine-zander-b981b911/ 
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Tenille Lafontaine is a Blogger for Feisty Frugal & Fabulous and covers Parenting 

topics like motherhood, family travel and new products. Submissions for the 

Holiday Gift Guide are due by December 1st. She is a McDonald’s All-Access 

Mom and a Life Made Delicious Connector for General Mills Canada. As a rule, 

the blog does not post press releases, sales or deals for free, but does offer paid 

placement opportunities or will write a review post in exchange for a product. 

Lafontaine posts a gift guide every November based on the same standards. 

Contact her via email.

TENILLE LAFONTAINE
BLOGGER 

SOCIAL MEDIA:   
   @TENILLELAFONTAINE

 LINKEDIN

 YOUTUBE

 tenille@feistyfrugalandfabulous.com

 www.feistyfrugalandfabulous.com/

TOPICS COVERED:
Beauty & Grooming; Family & Parenting; Family 
Travel; Holiday Gift Guide; Motherhood; New 
Product Review 

She can be reached by email.

https://www.instagram.com/tenillelafontaine/
https://www.instagram.com/tenillelafontaine/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tenille-lafontaine-464a9059/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FeistyTenille 
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LINDA RICHARDS
PUBLISHER & FOUNDER 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @LINDALRICHARDS

 @LINDALRICHARDS 

 FACEBOOK

 LINKEDIN

 linda@lindalrichards.com  

 www.lindalrichards.com/wp/ 

TOPICS COVERED:
Book Reviews; Fiction; Holiday Gift Guide; Mystery 
Books; Non-Fiction

Linda Richards is the publisher and founder of January Magazine and covers 

Authors, Book Reviews, Book-Related Features for January Magazine, Author 

Profiles and Author Interviews. She also writes the holiday gift guide.

She is interested in receiving books for review, case study information,  

company news, personality profiles, product information, trend information,  

and vendor submissions.  

Regarding her PR pet peeves, Richards states, “Never use the telephone. Never 

send attachments via e-mail that I haven’t requested. We prefer ASCII press 

releases within the body of a message. We delete unread attachments as it is 

company policy.” 

Their critics do not generally write about “cozies” or mysteries in which animals 

figure as the detectives. They prefer to receive review copies at least two months 

in advance of a book’s publication. They do not generally review books that have 

been available to readers for more than two or three months. They will only 

consider the very best of self-published books for review. It must be edited to 

professional standards in all categories. They are also not set up to review books 

in electronic formats at this time.

Do not use UPS. They cannot be contacted by phone, please email them only. 

Wait for them to contact you, then contact them. Send press releases via email.


She can be reached by email.

https://twitter.com/lindalrichards
https://www.instagram.com/lindalrichards/ 
http://facebook.com/profile.php?id=628992814 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lrichards1/
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YASMIN RANADE
MANAGING EDITOR 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @WHATSYOURTECH  

 FACEBOOK

 LINKEDIN 

 yasmin@whatsyourtech.ca

 http://www.whatsyourtech.ca

TOPICS COVERED:
Consumer Electronics; Holiday Gift Guide; Technology

Yasmin Ranade is the Publisher, Editor and Founder of What’s Your Tech. She covers 

Technology and Consumer Electronics, as well as submissions for the Holiday Gift 

Guide. The deadline for gift guide submissions is later September/early October. 

Contact her via email.


She can be reached by email.

https://twitter.com/whatsyourtech
https://twitter.com/whatsyourtech
https://www.facebook.com/WhatsYourTechCanada/
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/yasmin-ranade/0/118/111
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AMY BIELBY
DEPUTY EDITOR 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 

 @AMYLYNNBIELBY  

   @AMYLYNNBIELBY

 LINKEDIN

 amyb@parentscanada.com 

  www.amybielbyeditorial.virb.com/

TOPICS COVERED:
Children’s Fashion; Family & Parenting; Holiday 
Gift Guide



Amy Bielby is the Managing Editor and Web Site Editor and also handles the 

Holiday Gift Guide submissions and Children’s Fashion for ParentsCanada. 

Submissions for the November gift guide issue are due by September 15th. 

Submissions for ParentsCanada’s Toy Guide in their October issue are due by July 

29th. To be considered for the toy guide, include: two product samples, high-

resolution images, name of product, availability, suggested retail price in Canadian 

dollars and a twenty-five word description of the product and its features. 

Bielby is also the editor for PITOU Mag, Best Wishes, Dog Basics, Baby and Child 

Care Encyclopedia and Expecting. Lead times are between three to six months in 

advance. Follow-up calls are okay as long as you do not bombard her with them 

throughout the day. She dislikes persistent callers who do not leave a voicemail. 

Contact her via email.

She can be reached by email.

https://twitter.com/AmyLynnBielby
https://www.instagram.com/amylynnbielby/ 
http://ca.linkedin.com/pub/amy-bielby/14/3b2/b63 
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CISION PITCHING KIT METHODOLOGY
The traditional and non-traditional media professionals featured in the Cision Pitching Kits have profiles in the 
Canadian Cision Media Database, and are vetted by the company’s media research team to verify their positions 
as media professionals, influencers and bloggers. These individuals must meet certain additional criteria to be 
featured: they must cover the specific topic being highlighted in the kit, have given direct consent to be listed in 
the Media Database and must have been verified by the research team recently. The professionals must also be 
willing to be included in marketing materials and provide in-depth advice for PR pros. 

Are you a member of the media who wants to 
be featured in the next pitching kit?  



CONTACT OUR MEDIA RESEARCH TEAM 

http://www.cision.com/us/contact-us/update-add-media-profile/?nav_location=footer

