
A guide for Circle Egg Donors

Egg Donation 101

circlesurrogacy.com



Egg Donation – The Basics
Being an egg donor with Circle means more than simply donating your eggs; 

you are giving the gift of parenthood to those who cannot achieve it on their 

own.

From the initial application to the coordination of fertility treatments, every 

egg donor is guided by a program coordinator. We are here to support you 

every step of the way.

This short guide will help you to get a better understanding of the process of 

egg donation and what to expect along the way.

Of course, should you have any questions, you can reach out to us anytime.



The Egg Donation Process

Application and Prescreening

• Fill out Application (including confirming family health history)

• Send in photos

• Answer any follow up questions from intake team 

Matching 

• Profile Exchange with Intended Parents

• Skype Call with IPs (if applicable based on match)

Screening

• Phone call with social worker

• Video Call with Psychologist 

• Matched!

Medical Screening & Legal Contracts

• Medical screening at IVF clinic (overnight trip)

• Contract negotiation and finalization with attorney

Egg Retrieval 

• Routine appointments (blood work and ultrasounds)

• Injectable medications

• Egg retrieval at IVF clinic (anywhere from 1-10+ days)

An egg donation journey consists of many mini milestones that lead to the biggest 

milestone: the egg retrieval and embryo creation for parents!

The process can move quickly from the time you submit your application, but 

we’re willing to work at the pace with which you’re comfortable. We estimate 

from the day you match with Intended Parents (IPs) to the egg retrieval to be 

about 4 months. 

Below is a snapshot of the egg donation process:



Egg Donation

Contracts & Travel

How do I negotiate a contract with my intended parents?
Circle’s legal team will draft and review the Egg Donor Agreement with your 

intended parents. You will have your own separate attorney who will review the 

contract with you. Once all parties agree on the terms of the contract, you’ll be 

asked to sign and return the agreement to your attorney. The negotiation process 

typically takes 4-6 weeks.

Do I need to travel? Why? Where will travel to?
Travel is necessary for medical screening, for some or all monitoring appointments, 

and for the egg retrieval. You will travel to the fertility clinic chosen by your 

Intended Parents.

What do I need to bring when I travel? 
In additional to any personal items and clothing, you will need to bring:

• Your itinerary

• Directions to the clinic

• Circle’s and travel agency’s contact information, including their after-hours 

and the Circle emergency number

• Any medications or injections you need, along with the prescription info to 

present to airport security. CARRY THESE IN A CARRY-ON BAG. DO NOT 
TRAVEL WITH THESE IN A CHECKED BAG. 

• Your cell phone and charger

• A working credit card or debit card or proper identification in the form of 

a passport, state driver’s license, or state ID. 

NOTE: Any travel expenses incurred will be reimbursed by your IPs as outlined in 
your contract.



Egg Donation – Medications

For more information on what to expect from medications and ultrasounds, please 

read this blog post by 4-time egg donor Gina-Marie.

IVF medications are typically administered by injection. 
If you have any questions about the type, dose, or method of administering the 

medication, please contact the IVF clinic immediately. 

Taking medications on-time and in the correct dose is critical for the outcome 
of the donation cycle. It is always better to ask your IVF clinic a question rather 

than assume you know how to take the medications. 

If you experience any side effects from taking the IVF injections and need to 
seek medical attention, please contact your Program Coordination team 
immediately. Your intended parents will have purchased a complications 

insurance policy on your behalf that should cover any necessary medical 

treatment related to side effects from the medications or retrieval. 

http://www.circlesurrogacy.com/blog/egg-donation/egg-donation-painful/?utm_source=ED_101_Handout&utm_medium=Download&utm_campaign=Egg Donation 101&utm_content=Does_Egg_Donation_Hurt


Finances and payments

You will receive multiple payments throughout your egg donation journey. Those 

payments include:

• Travel Stipend and Reimbursements: Circle will send an advance on travel 

expenses prior to your medical screening and egg retrieval trips. The amount 

sent will be based on an estimate provided by the travel agency. It is your 

responsibility to send valid receipts to your coordinator after you return home 

for proper reimbursement. 

• Screening Fee: Paid once you return home from, or complete, the medical 

screening and submit all receipts for reimbursement. 

• Retrieval Fee: Paid once you return home from the egg retrieval and submit 

all receipts for reimbursement. 

• Medical Bills (if applicable): Should you receive any medical bills associated 

with the donation process, please be sure to send them to NES (if applicable) 

or your coordinator as soon as possible. Your intended parents are responsible 

for all appointments related to your donation process. IVF is not covered by 

most insurance plans; please NEVER present your insurance to your IVF or local 

monitoring clinics. 



Finances and payments
How will I receive payment? 
Most donors receive payment via direct deposit to their bank accounts. Please be 

sure to submit a Direct Deposit form to your coordinator. 

Please note that we are only able to send payment via direct deposit to donors 

who have bank accounts in the United States. If you live in Canada and do not 

have a U.S. bank account, we will need to issue a paper check. 

Do I need to report my egg donation compensation on my taxes? 
Circle issues 1099 forms to all donors, but we always recommend that you consult 

your personal accountant or tax attorney for advice on how to report your 

compensation. 

Can I refer a friend to Circle to become an egg donor? 
YES! Referring a friend is a great way to help the Circle family grow, and you can 

earn money, too! If you refer an egg donor who passes her medical/psychological 

screenings and gets matched, Circle will pay you a referral fee. Please speak to 

the egg donation team if you have someone to refer!



Glossary of terms

Donor Agreement A legal contract between an egg donor and her intended parents. 

The terms of the contract are negotiated through the respective 

parties’ legal representation. Once the contract is signed, the terms 

of the contract will govern the parties’ interactions. It is very 

important for an egg donor to read the contract carefully so that 

all conditions are understood. 

Cycle Schedule A timeline that the intended parents’ IVF clinic will create and send 

to an egg donor. This schedule lists all the important appointment 

dates leading up to the egg retrieval. These appointment dates 

are for local monitoring. 

Egg Retrieval When the donated eggs are physically removed from an egg 

donor. 

IVF In Vitro (Latin for ‘within the glass’) Fertilization is a process by 

which eggs are fertilized by sperm outside the womb in a 

controlled environment, either a test tube or Petri dish. 

IVF Clinic A clinic, chosen by intended parents, that specializes in assisted 

reproductive technology. The clinic will perform the egg retrieval. 

Local Monitoring 
Clinic

An IVF clinic where an egg donor will go for regular blood work 

and ultrasounds during the cycle. It is located close to the donor’s 

home to reduce the number of visits to the intended parents’ IVF 

clinic. 

Medical Screening A preliminary appointment that includes a check-up, testing, and 

education about IVF to help ensure that the donor is medically 

ready and able to be an egg donor. 

Travel Itinerary A document that an egg donor will receive from the travel agent 

listing the appointments or events for her medical screening and 

egg retrieval trips. It is important for an egg donor to bring the 

itinerary with her when she travels. 
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