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My Dear Friends,
By the time you receive this edition 

of Croeso, Wales will have taken part 
in an election and a referendum.  The 
election was for membership of the 
Welsh Assembly which resulted, after 
some uncertainty, in a minority Labour 
Government and the referendum was as to 
whether Britain should remain in or leave 
the European Union.

Christians of all denominations support 
all the major parties and Christians are to 
be found on both sides of the debate on the 
European question.  In other words, there 
is no one Christian way of voting, although 
it is interesting to 
note that in 1973 
the bishops of the 
Church in Wales 
were responsible 
for a pamphlet 
advocating joining 
the European Union. 
However these 
events have raised 
deeper issues than 
whom one should support.

It is a fact that it is only a small 
proportion of the population who bother to 
vote at all.  That is enormously sad since 
the right to vote in this country was won at 
a considerable cost and there are countries 
in our world which deny people that right.  
Many of the arguments regarding Europe 
have been about the economic benefits 
or otherwise for Britain of remaining in or 
leaving, as if economic advantages and 
disadvantages were the only ones that 
really count.  It is worth remembering 
that the European Union came into being 
originally, not for economic reasons but 
as a union of nations, for the common 

No food, no shelter, 
no money, no right 
to work. This is the 
lot of many people 
who have been 
refused asylum in 
the UK but cannot 
return home but 

it does not have to be this way. Cardiff 
charity Home4UCardiff aims to help 
by providing a temporary solution for 
people who are seeking asylum and 

good, to pursue peace and to advance the 
rule of law, the democratic process and 
human rights, and has been instrumental 
in helping countries of the former Eastern 
Bloc in achieving some of those aims.  Its 
members were also committed to helping 
States who were less fortunate than others.  
The global agreement on climate change 
last year, which affects the 
p o o r e s t nations of 
the world t h e 
m o s t , o u r 
par tner 
province 

Bangladesh especially, was down to the 
European Union voting en bloc for it on the 
world stage.

What is most disturbing of all however 
is that the debate descended into personal 
abuse on both sides.  No longer content 
with advancing cogent arguments, both 
sides launched personal attacks on the 
integrity of those who differed from them.  
Exactly the same thing is happening across 
the Atlantic in the American presidential 
elections.  Disagreements on major issues 
are inevitable but the way we disagree with 
one another matters a great deal, and that 
brings me to the Church in Wales.

You will know that the bishops of the 

have become destitute. The provision is 
usually for an initial three month period, 
renewable for a further three months in 
special circumstances.

The charity was set up about eight 
years ago by Christians in Cardiff and 
provides accommodation for up to four 
asylum seekers. This is made possible by 
a generous donor who does not charge 
rent, but only asks that the utility bills and 
house insurance are paid. Food, too, is 
provided by a Muslim organization. 

Church in Wales have issued prayers that 
can be used for civil partnerships or same 
sex marriages.  For some, that is a step 
too far whilst for others it is not enough.  
The bishops decided to act in this way 
after holding discussions in both dioceses 
and province.  Over 50% of the Governing 
Body, like our own Diocesan Conference, 
indicated the need for change.  Since this 
came nowhere near the two thirds majority 
in each of the houses of laity, clergy and 
bishops needed to bring forward a Bill to 
effect a change in our doctrine of marriage, 
it was nevertheless sufficiently sizeable 
for us, as a Bench, to feel that we needed 

to make sensitive 
pastoral provision 
for people in 
committed same sex 
relationships.  There 
have been vitriolic 
comments about the 
inadequacy of the 
provision on the one 
hand and the need to 
make any provision 

at all on the other.  
We need on this issue, as on all others, 

to show respect, kindness and grace 
whatever our views.  The Anglican Church 
after all is not a monochrome church 
but a broad church where people hold 
a diversity of views on this issue as on 
so many others.  In that diversity lies our 
strength but differences need to be both 
acknowledged and respected.

Yours in God’s love

Those helped by the charity are often 
deeply traumatized. Home4U provides 
close pastoral support from its Christian 
support workers, and a small allowance of 
£ 15 a week. 

Parishes can help Home4U, which 
costs about £10,000 a year to run, by 
sending donations, to Canon Peter 
Sedgwick, at Home4U, Church House, 
Grand Avenue, Ely Cardiff, CF5 4HX, or 
email him at peter.sedgwick2@btinternet.
com 029 2067 9833.

Refused asylum in the UK?

Show respect, kindness 
and grace whatever our views



CROESO  Summer 2016  |  3

NEWS

The town of Barry is the largest town 
in Wales with a civic population of over 
60,000 people and with new developments 
on the waterfront being built.

Since my appointment in 2012 there has 
been greater working together especially 
at first with our neighbours in Merthyr 
Dyfan who share a similar tradition. They 
have joined us for Maundy Thursday      and 
the Easter Vigil and we have supported one 
another’s social and fundraising events. 
We began to produce joint booklets for 
Advent, Lent and Easter to use for teaching 
and advertising.

One important factor has been the work 
of Churches of Barry.      

  From the  
  first walk of 

Witness   
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

A new training institute for ministry - set up 
to deliver the Church’s 2020 Vision for the 
future - is to be launched on July 1.

The St Padarn’s Institute will lead all 
ministry training in the Church in Wales, 
including education for discipleship, 
commissioned ministry, licensed lay 
ministry as well as training for ordained 
ministries, both full time and part-time.

As an all-Wales institute, St Padarn’s 
will deliver courses at sites across the 
country with its main hub and base for 
residential training being at St Michael’s 
Conference Centre, Llandaff.

The new Principal of St Padarn’s, the 

with Archbishop Barry in 2012, the clergy 
and ministers have met together and a 
great deal has been done together by 
the local churches. The big success of 
2015 was Barry Christmas the Story 
where 1,600 people came to the event. 
This was a wonderful tool in bringing the 
three parishes together as all three were 
involved and it brought people together in 
a very positive way.

With the arrival of the Revd Kevin Lake 
to All Saints at the beginning of 2015 the 
clergy and parishes have now gone on a 
stage further. The clergy meet regularly to 
pray, discuss, plan and even socialise.

We have been looking at what we do 
across the three parishes - joint worship, 
supporting each other’s events, looking at 
what we can do together, ensuring we use 
the clergy in the right areas and allowing 
us to equip our laity. 

With the help of diocesan officers 
Mark Brampton and Julie Davies and a 
great deal of hard work we feel we have 
brought the three parishes together and 
are keen to work together in proclaiming 
the gospel.

The creation of the Rectorial Benefice 
of Barry will bring people together to 
achieve things that we would never have 

Revd Dr Jeremy Duff, said the Institute 
sought to deliver the Church’s 2020 Vision, 
to see the Church in Wales flourishing and 
‘communities transformed by God’s love’.

A key element in the implementation 
of the Church’s 2020 Vision strategy for 
growth is the creation of Ministry Areas 
led by teams of clergy and lay people – 
replacing the traditional pattern of smaller 
parishes led by one cleric. The St Padarn’s 
Institute has been created to help realise 
this vision.

“The aim of St Padarn’s is to deliver 
theological education and training that 
will resource discipleship, vocational and 

been able to do as single parishes. Each 
area will have a focal priest but we will 
work more closely sharing our skills and 
supporting one another.

Plans and ideas are now being put 
in place and we believe we can indeed 
achieve great things together.

ministry development in the Church in 
Wales as part of the Church’s vision and 
strategy for mission, “ said  the new Dean, 
Dr Paula Yates.

The Provisional programme will be 
delivered locally with each diocese having 
its own training officer and in Llandaff the 
local training officer is Lay Training Officer, 
Mrs Julie Davies.

Achieving more by working 
together in Barry

Dawn of a new era in ministry training 

Periodically over the years the three Barry parishes of All Saints, Cadoxton-
juxta-Barry and Merthyr Dyfan have worked together. However as they head 
towards the formation of a Ministry Area as part of the Church in Wales’ 2020 
Vision they’ve been collaborating on a wide programme of events, as the Revd 
Ben Andrews, Rector of Cadoxton-juxta-Barry demonstrates…..

Did you know?
 
At one time the Rector of Cadoxton 
didn’t even live in Wales instead he 
resided in Winchester. He visited 
the parish only once a year to 
collect the tithes, and the curate 
was also the curate of Merthyr 
Dyfan.



Features from a landmark ‘Arts and Crafts’ 
church that stood on the corner of Wood Street 
in Cardiff before being demolished in 1969 can 
still be seen today. 

Canon Graham Francis tells the story of 
St Dyfrig’s Church.

In 1872, a tin mission church was 
opened to serve the Temperance Town 
area of Cardiff. This was made up of streets 
of terraced houses on the site of the former 
bus station and just north of it towards the 
stadium. 

Fr Hector Coe was a curate at St Mary’s 
and was put in charge of it. Fr Coe’s family 
were extremely wealthy and commissioned 
a permanent stone church to be built. 
The architect employed was John Dando 
Sedding, who at first sent a very grand 
set of drawings to the Coe family. Fr Coe 
wrote back to Sedding saying that not 
even he could afford what was proposed 
and asked for something more modest. 
So Sedding came back with an interesting 
design in the Arts & Craft style.  

Building works began in 1888 and was 
completed in two stages. The first in 1893 
and the second in 1904 (after Sedding’s 
death by his partner Henry Wilson).  St 
Dyfrig’s was made into a separate parish 
and Fr Coe became the first vicar.  The 
church was demolished in 1969 - thus 
obliterating Cardiff’s premier ‘Arts & Crafts’ 
church.  

Fortunately many of Sedding  and 
Wilson’s furnishings and fittings were 
saved.  The wrought iron chancel screen 
and the rood surmounting it were re-
erected in St Mary’s, Butetown. The hand 
carved Stations of the Cross, the silvered 
crucifix and six candlesticks from the 
high altar (originally made for Cape Town 

cathedral) and some other furnishings 
were moved to St Samson’s Church in 
Upper Grangetown.  One of the most 
notable items moved to St Samson’s was 
the reredos depicting the adoration of the 
magi. The face of the eldest wise man is 
the face of Fr Coe, as is also one of the 
twelve apostles in the apse at St Mary’s.  

St Samson’s was opened in 1911 but 
never completed.  It wasn’t consecrated, 
the intention being to do this when it 
was finished.  In the early 1970’s it was 
consecrated with the new name of “Sts 
Dyfrig & Samson”.

The last parish priest at St Dyfrig’s 
was Fr Bruce Davies. He was there from 
1956 to 1966. He then went on to become 
a fulltime University Chaplain where he 
nurtured many vocations to the priesthood. 

At present the city centre Parish of St 
John the Baptist extends to the River Taff, 
however in Fr Bruce’s time the boundary ran 
down the middle of Westgate Street.  This 
meant that the Westgate Street flats and 
the Arms Park stadium were in St Dyfrig’s 
parish.  At that time the Westgate Street 
flats were owned by the Representative 
Body of the Church in Wales which 
benefited from the income, and as some 
of the flats were rented by “ladies of the 
night”, Fr Bruce used to delight in saying 
that part of the stipends of the clergy were 
funded from immoral earnings!

Did you worship at St Dyfrig’s?
Send your memories to Croeso and we’ll 
print them in the next edition.
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How the past 
was recycled 
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Original architectural drawings of the 
‘grand church’ that were rejected in 
favour of a more modest building

St Dyfrig’s on the corner of Wood 
Street, just before the bridge

Original drawings of the interior of 
the proposed ‘grand church’

St Dyfrig’s with the chancel screen

St Mary’s with the rood screed from 
the old St Dyfrig’s in place. 

FEATURE
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PROFILE

Rhys Thomas, 23, a personal development support worker for the Church Army, is sub warden 
of St Margaret’s Church in Aberaman, where he has worshipped since the age of ten.

Nicola Soal, 28, an English/Welsh sub titler, has been sub warden at St Joseph’s Church in 
Cwmaman, which she has attended all her life, for eight years.

“I became a warden two years ago when the parish priest 
urged the congregation to get involved with the church and 
the PCC if they wanted to get their voices heard and make a 
difference.

What the job entails and how much time it takes really does 
depend on whether you’re in an interregnum or not. When 

you aren’t in one, not a lot really. It just involves a 
lot of interaction with the other wardens 

and people in the church to ensure 
that the church is running smoothly, 

such as making sure 
the building is open 
and people are 
there to welcome 
guests eg weddings, 
funerals, Sunday 

services, or any 

other time the church is used (knitting 
class, Mothers’ Union).

I would always advise anyone to 
listen and take advice from the old 
warden, as they often have a wealth 
of invaluable experience.

Being a warden means you have the responsibility 
of maintaining and updating the building, ensuring that it is as 
good as we can make and keep it.

If it rains and the roof leaks then repairs have to be 
arranged. Or if it snows, instead of thinking ‘how lovely’ now 
I think ‘better make sure that the church paths have been 
gritted’. I really enjoy being able to serve the community and 
give something back to the church that has been there and 
given me so much over the years. The worst part of the job are 
the meetings – from PCCs to Deanery Conferences – all are 
important though and have a role to play.”

“I’m really lucky that we have a fantastic 
lady called Anne in our church, who is a 
key holder and sort of does the job of a 
key holder/verger/hall manager all rolled 
in to one, and both the other wardens in 

my church are incredibly supportive. Together 
we make sure that the church is ready for mass on a Sunday, my 
particular job is bringing the bulletins and making sure the visiting 
priest has a copy of the collect and intercessions for the day.

It’s great to be trusted with so much responsibility. It’s also 
nice when you get to be ‘the face of the church’ such as when we 
were invited to Prince Charles Hospital to see the specialist chair 
we helped to pay for.

All the churchwardens I speak to face the same mundane 
problems such as heating that doesn’t work properly, leaking 
roofs and struggling to meet quotas. I think those problems are 
universal, and all churches have the same problems.

Being a bit of a shoe addict, it’s not unusual to find me down in 
the boiler room sorting out the church heating in my stiletto heels!

However, people tend to think you have all the answers to a 
whole array of questions, and get frustrated when you don’t. I’ve 
also felt sometimes that people see me as a ‘token gesture’ and 

don’t take me seriously because of my age. There have been times 
when I’ve felt patronised or dismissed but I always remember 
that quote from Timothy, ‘‘Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity’

I made a contribution to the life of the church before I was 
elected and will continue to do so after I step down. The only 
difference now is that I have a fancy title, a warden wand and my 
name in the parish handbook. You don’t need anything to be part 
of running the church other than your faith and your enthusiasm.

The main thing is not to take yourself too seriously, the church 
existed long before you, and will exist long after you. You alone 
are NOT the church. You are a small thread, in a huge, 
beautiful tapestry, and you need other 
threads to make something 
beautiful.”

‘Only faith and 
enthusiasm needed’
At the ages of 23 and 28, Rhys Thomas and Nicola Soal are 
amongst the youngest churchwardens in the diocese.

Croeso caught up with them to find out what their role of sub 
warden liaising between the clergy and the laity in the newly 
formed benefice of Aberman and Cwmaman entailed.
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Life as a Church Army officer began for Capt Andy Settle back in 

1994 with three years training at Wilson Carlile College in Sheffield. 

After being commissioned he was sent to Germany for a two year 

posting as garrison chaplain to the Engineer Regiments. Then 

followed spells in Hull, Cheshire and Weston-Super-Mare where 

he worked across communities and set up projects as the Mission 

Enabler.

This bridge building between the church and the local community 

led him to his latest challenge which began last September when 

Church Army and the Diocese of Llandaff entered into a partnership 

to set up a new Centre of Mission in Neath. 

The centre aims to 

establish new models 

of Christian community, 

train and enthuse 

individuals across the 

diocese in mission and 

evangelism and create links with the local 

community, particularly among schoolchildren and the elderly.

This partnership cemented links which the diocese and Church 

Army had enjoyed for many years.

We took a peek into Andy’s diary as a Lead Pioneer Evangelist.

‘A Day in the Life of....’

Church Army officer, 
Captain Andy Settle

7AM

8AM

9AM

10.15AM

11.30AM

2 PM

7 PM

Back home to grab a quick sandwich with 
my wife.

1 PM

5-6PM

Today I have the enjoyable 
task of teaching pupils 
of  Blaendulais Primary School a new 
song and stories from the bible. Billy (my 
puppet) joins us for prayer time and 
the children often look forward to Billy 
visiting more than me!

Leave home and set off for Blaendulais 
Primary School in Seven Sisters.

I make it just in time to lead my 
second assembly of the day in 
Banwen School. Most days I lead assemblies in the many 
schools around the deanery, some of which have not been 
visited by a minister for a quite a while. Billy and I enjoy a 
quick chat with the staff, and even better there’s coffee.

Most mornings around this time I’ll 
be meeting up with representatives 
from various local agencies and churches. If there are no 
meetings then it has been said of me by one area dean 
that I am very good at loitering with intent and so far I 
have also been doing a lot of that as I get to know the 
area and the people that live here.

As an early riser I’m first 
downstairs to let out our cat 
Nunu, make a cup of tea for my wife Debbie and 
a cafetiere of coffee and some toast for myself.

Home for tea

I’m off to St 
Mary’s Church, 
Briton Ferry to meet with 
members of the Deanery chapter 
and today I give a presentation 

on the Centre of Mission (and get bombarded with 
questions which is always good).
Since the start of the year I have been 
joined by Pioneer Evangelist Hannah Seal 
who is now working with me. I already know 
most of the priests in the Neath deanery 
as I went around all their churches to 
preach soon after arriving. There’s usually 
some sort of meeting in the afternoon 
and this can range from Mothers’ Union 
to a local college who want to talk about 
chaplaincy or a secondary school that may be setting up 
a space for young people to talk about faith.

Back to Briton Ferry to meet up with 
churchwardens, this time to talk about 
what they can do in their churches with regards to the 
Centre of Mission. Somebody mentions that there are 
three young men who play the organ in three different 
local churches. From this we decide to set up a meeting 
to get the three together so they can offer support and 
encouragement to each other, which could well become  a 
magnet for other young people, and if we’re really lucky it 
could be the start of a fantastic band!

If I don’t have a meeting then I might attend an evening 
service or visit an inter denominational project or event.

One constant throughout is that no two days are ever 
the same.
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Thanks to a new scheme called Build to 
Express, schools throughout the Diocese 
are exploring learning through the use of 
Lego.

The aim of BTE is to help those who 
find it difficult to articulate how they are 
feeling by providing another way they can 
express themselves. Opportunities to use 
it in lessons are endless, as it can be used 
in any subject.

It all began at All Saints Church in 
Wales Primary School in Barry after they 
introduced Lego into RE lessons.

“We quickly discovered that it was 
particularly useful to support personal 
and social and spiritual development, for 
reflection and learning about empathy and 
feelings,” said Claire Lewis, head of All 
Saints.

A training event was held for RE co-
ordinators in schools in Llandaff and 
Monmouth dioceses – followed by a 
session with adults working in children’s 
ministry and diocesan officers.  

“Our pupils run all the training provided 
by our school and they are very proud to 
share how they use Lego to improve their 
understanding. We love learning with Lego 
and it has totally transformed the way in 
which we deliver our RE curriculum,” said 
Mrs Lewis.

Deputy head Aled Williams explained, 
“The children have been able to use Lego 
to express their feelings and emotions from 
a wide range of stimuli, including the Bible. 
They have been able to develop empathy 
with characters from stories and look at 
how Jesus can help them in their own lives.  

“They have been able to illustrate and 
express how having Jesus in their lives, 
they will always have someone, even 
when they are in trouble, scared, or need 
someone to talk to. Children have had 
opportunities to listen to stories and build 
scenes from the different characters point 
of view.  

“One of the children’s favourite has 
been the Christmas Story and being able 

to showcase how the different characters 
feel about the events unfolding before their 
eyes, which has developed their ability to 
emphasise.

“They have also used StoryStarter 
Lego sets to re-create Noah’s Ark, retell 
the stories of David and Goliath, The Good 
Samaritan, Jesus feeding the 5000, Jonah 
and the big fish and many more. They have 
told the story from the characters point of 
view but also been able to highlight key 
scenes and sequence them correctly.  

“A favourite activity for the children has 
been retelling the Easter story using the 
StoryStarter sets. It has really enabled them 
to not only understand its significance but 
also be able to fully appreciate its place in 
Christianity.”

 “We are very excited to continue to 
work with and share these new and creative 
ideas with as many people as possible as 
we truly believe that ‘As many hands build 
a house so many hearts make a school’.”

Rebuilding the RE curriculum....
brick by brick

Cowbridge’s Llansannor Primary School 
had a ‘ringer’ in their midst when Wales 
football manager Chris Coleman kicked 
off their match against Jenner Park. Teams 

from 16 schools in the Vale took part in a 
tournament to celebrate the opening of the 
new pitch at Jenner Park.

Wales manager kicks off 
for Llansannor

When pupils don’t quite have the words to express what they truly think – they build it in Lego!

SCHOOL NEWS
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As a child she was known as ‘the little 
Welsh heart girl’ when prayers to save 
her life were answered by a world famous 
surgeon – and now decades later she is 
living her dream of becoming a priest.

Suzanne Brumwell, 50, who was born 
with a congenital heart defect travelled 
to South Africa at the age of five for 
life-saving surgery 
carried out by 
Professor Christiaan 
Barnard. Now 
decades later she is 
beginning a new life 
in church ministry 
after being ordained 
a deacon alongside 
three others at 
Llandaff Cathedral 
on June 25. 

Also ordained deacons were Steven 
Brett who will serve as assistant curate in 
the parish of Llantrisant, Jordan Hillebert 
who will serve as assistant curate (NSM) 
at Christ Church Roath Park and Hector 
Patmore who will serve as assistant 
curate (NSM) in Lisvane. During the same 
service six deacons were also ordained as 
priests. 

Suzanne, a mum-of-two, who will 
serve as assistant curate in Cowbridge, 
said, “I’d been baptised as a baby but it 
was an emergency baptism because they 
thought  I was dying but then suddenly in 
a school assembly one day I was listening 
and it all made sense to me and I began to 
read the bible.” 

“By the time I was a teenager, I had 
a sense that God was calling me into 
ministry which frightened me a little and I  
ran away from it initially,” she said.

After reading Biblical Studies at 
university, Suzanne worked as a 

conference and events administrator and 
a communications manager before having 
a career break which finally led her to 
follow her childhood calling to ordination.

As a baby she had not been expected 
to live past her first birthday and spent her 
first five years with a blue face and blue 
hands after being born with a congenital 

heart defect.
“My grandmother 

read a newspaper 
story about a little 
boy in England who’d 
had a heart operation 
performed by 
Christiaan Barnard 
and was much better 
afterwards. She 
said that she’d been 
praying and felt that 

Christiaan Barnard was the answer to 
her prayers  and wrote to him to ask if he 
would operate on me,” said Suzanne.

The surgeon agreed to do the operation 
on Suzanne for free 
and a fund was set 
up to get Suzanne to 
South Africa. 

“ C h r i s t i a a n 
Barnard was at the 
top of his game. 
The fact that he had 
just invented the 
heart transplant was 
incredible in itself. It 
was amazing – after I’d had the operation 
I went from being blue to pink overnight. 
From having no energy I was immediately 
able to do whatever I wanted - I could 
run, skip, ride a bike and play with other 
children,” she said.

She believes that what she went 
through as a child has given her an 

empathy which she hopes will help her in 
her ministry.

“I’m really looking forward to being in 
a parish again after the bubble of life at 
college. It’s a big responsibility – I am a 
little nervous but I’m really looking forward 
to starting work in Llantrisant. I think that 
what happened to me as a child will help 
give me a compassion and empathy with 
people in certain situations.”

Also ordained was Steve Brett, 39, a 
lifelong churchgoer who also decided as 
a child that he wanted to become a priest. 
He will be serving in Llantrisant, an area he 
knows well as it neighbours his hometown 
parish of Llanharan.

“I went on pilgrimage to the Shrine of 
Our Lady at Walsingham with the parish 
when I was 12 and when I got home, I 
announced to my family that I intended to 
become a priest when I was older. It came 
from the time I spent in the area around 
the shrine.”

After studying church history and 
theology at Lampeter 
University, Steve 
worked for British 
Gas in resource 
and change 
management before 
seeking selection for 
ordination.

“After 25 years 
of discernment – the 
last four years have 

moved very quickly in comparison. The 
last few years have been great and now 
I am really looking forward to serving in 
Llantrisant which is a fantastic parish with 
lots going on.  

“The church is very visible in the 
community there and it’s going to be 
wonderful to help build on the excellent 

Pathway to Ordination
New life in church ministry begins for ten clerics

“She believes that what 

she went through as a child 

has given her an empathy 

which she hopes will help 

her in her ministry.”
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work that is already being carried out.”
Dr Jordan Hillebert, 31, who tutors in 

theology and is the residential tutor at 
the new St Padarn’s Institute is looking 
forward to taking up his assistant curate 
(NSM) post at Christ Church Roath Park.

“My Christian faith has always been 
very central to my sense of identity....It’s 
always been greatly important to the way 
that I view the world and others,”said Dr 
Hillebert, who grew up in the States, as a 
regular church goer.

“As a young child I toyed with the idea 
of doing ministry and then again later as 
a teenager  I began thinking again that 
pastoral ministry was what God was 
calling me to, “ said Dr Hillebert who is 
married to Krisi.

At university he became involved in a 
non-profit organisation that was geared to 
outreach evangelical ministry and realised 
that he needed more theological education 
if he was going to be devoting himself to 
ministry and attended a Seminary in the 
States.

“My sense of vocation had shifted 
more in the direction of theological 
education by that point - I wanted to be 
a theological educator but there was also 
a sense of call to pastoral ministry which 
took the shape of a call to priestly ministry 
in the Anglican Church.

“I saw theological education as a 
way of serving but I felt this tension in 
me between the call to be a theological 
educator and the call to parochial ministry 
so this position in Cardiff was perfect as 
there was also a deeply pastoral element 
to the post.

“To now have the opportunity to serve 
as an NSM is really exciting as it provides 
a further way for me to inhabit both senses 
of my calling. Theology is in danger when 
it becomes too abstract from the life of the 
church and I hope this will keep be honest 
as a theological educator.”

Dr Hector Patmore, 34, who is a 
lecturer in Hebrew Bible and Judaism at 
Cardiff University, is particularly looking 
forward to becoming involved in pastoral 
work in Lisvane where he will be assistant 
curate (NSM).

“I already know the parish fairly well 
as I have been on placement there – it’s a 
very busy parish with lots of very different 
things going on so I’m really excited to 

be staying there,” said Dr Patmore, who 
is married to Lydia and has a three-year-
old son.

Originally from Berkshire, Dr Patmore 
attended church as a child but drifted 
away – returning while studying theology 
at Durham University. Various university 
research posts followed and it was while 
he was working in the Netherlands with 
no pastoral responsibility for students that 
he realised that he missed the pastoral 
element of previous roles.

“I really missed working in a pastoral 
support context and there was a sense 
that I was ignoring the call to ministry,” 
said Dr Patmore.

Six deacons – including a former 
geneticist, Royal Navy officer and a 
barrister - have been ordained as priests.

The Revd Sandra Birdsall, the Revd 
Jonathon Wright, the Revd James Griffiths, 
the Revd  Rhian Linecar, the Revd Terry 
Cox and the Revd Liz Rees were ordained 
as priests by the Archbishop of Wales, Dr 
Barry Morgan.

Mrs Birdsall will continue as 
assistant curate at All Saints, Penarth;  
Mr Wright continues as assistant curate in 
Whitchurch and Mr Griffiths as assistant 
curate at St Mark’s, Gabalfa.

It was a homecoming for mum-of-two 
Sandra, a former geneticist, as she had 
returned to the parish which she attended 

Jonathon Wright Sandra Birdsall James Griffiths Rhian LinecarLiz Rees Terry Cox

as a child at All Saints, Penarth. Jonathon, 
a former logistics officer in the Royal 
Navy, previously led worship while at sea 
on the deployed ships and submarines he 
served on, including the submarine HMS 
Triumph. 

James practised as a barrister in 
London, specialising in criminal law for 
nine years before working as a lecturer 
and embarking on theological training as 
his involvement in church life grew. 

Mrs Linecar, a fluent Welsh speaker,  
continues as assistant curate (NSM) at St 
John the Baptist and Cardiff Dewi Saint; 
Mr Cox as assistant curate (NSM local) in 
the Rhondda Deanery and Mrs Rees as 
pioneer minister (NSM) in Neath.

Terry Cox, who co manages the 
Christian Churches Together Bookshop; 
Rhian Linecar, who retired last year 
after ten years with Cytun as their Faith 
and Order officer and Mrs Rees were all 
ordained as non-stipendiary ministers with 
their work for the church being carried out 
alongside their paid jobs.

Terry is the first NSM (local) for the 
Diocese and works under the direction 
of the Revd Haydn England-Simon, the 
Area Dean of the Rhondda Deanery. 
Rhian, a fluent Welsh speaker, is a former 
teacher and  Liz is a former developmental 
psychologist, who is married to the Revd 
Ceirion Rees, priest-in-charge of Hirwaun.

Left to right  
Dr Hector Patmore, Dr Jordan Hillebert, Steven Brett, Suzanne Brumwell
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Around the Diocese
It’s all rosy in the garden again

Does your 
church have 
any Zulu war 
memorials?

St Teilo’s crafters create dementia awareness

Party fit for a Queen!

A church memorial garden is in full bloom 
once again – thanks to a team of local 
volunteers.

It was 12 years ago that a derelict 
piece of land next to St German’s Church, 
Adamsdown was transformed into a 
memorial garden for local people to enjoy. 
Parishioners joined forces to fund the 
make-over, buy memorial benches, a bird 
bath, fountains and a variety of plants.

“From being ‘just’ a memorial garden, 
it became a haven of peace for the people 
of Adamsdown to visit, spend time in and 
enjoy the beauty. It was officially opened by 
the Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan 
in 2004,” said Mrs Angela Parry of St 
German’s Church.

Unfortunately though over recent years, 
the garden became overgrown – despite 
the best efforts of parishioners who 

The parishes of Rhymney 
and Pontlottyn held a 
special party to celebrate 
the 90th birthday of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
– and were blessed with 
a visit from the birthday 
girl herself!

Much to their delight 
and surprise Queen 
Elizabeth (aka Mrs Irene 

Research is underway to identify any 
family memorials in Welsh churches 
dedicated to the massacre of more 
than 600 men of the Brecon based 24th 
Regiment who died on battlefields of 
Zululand in 1879.

Tim Needham  is particularly keen 
to find ‘unknown’ memorial plaques, 
windows or inscriptions to men who 
were killed at the battle of Isandlwana 
which took place on January 22, 1879 – 
just hours before the  legendary defence 
of Rorke’s Drift, in which 11 Victoria 
Crosses were awarded.

Anyone who can help should contact 
Tim Needham on timneedham79@yahoo.
co.uk

After attending a course on dementia 
awareness run by the Diocese, Reader in 
training Mary Jenkins organised a similar 
course in the Neath Benefice. 

Marcia Vale from the Alzheimer’s 
Society went to a packed St Teilo’s 
Church, Tonmawr and gave a fascinating 
and illuminating talk on this debilitating 

disease and its effects upon loved ones. 
Members of St Teilo’s have been busy 

in recent months creating therapeutic 
‘twiddle mitts’ and quilts which have 
been found to help those affected by 
dementia. A variety of these have been 
handed over for use by patients in Tonna 
Hospital, Neath.

tried to keep on top of the maintenance 
requirements.

A major make-over was required and 
an appeal for help was answered by 
Communities First who sent in a team from 
Amey, Rail Signalling Systems, who under 
the guidance of Andrew Walsh, spent a day 
clearing the site and jet washing the crazy 
paving.

“The transformation was nothing short 
of miraculous. Once the garden had been 
cleared, we were able to re-plant the area 
and now we are just waiting to enjoy the 
plants as they come into bloom, “ said Mrs 
Parry.

“Weeds are being kept under control 
and more plants added on an ongoing 
programme. We have also involved some 
local residents who have volunteered 
to undertake weeding and general 

Pearce) joined them for what she said was 
a “delightful evening” which was filled with 
special party food and of course a large 
cake for all those candles!

Her majesty entertained parishioners 
with a slide show of her “family” photos and 
led them in a nostalgic sing- a-long of war 
time songs.

A wonderful time was had by all and it 
served to raise some worthwhile funds for 
the Mothers’ Union charities as well.

maintenance.
“The next step will be opening the 

garden on a daily basis so that people can 
once again come in and enjoy the peace 
and tranquillity. Some of the more able from 
the Day Centre will also be coming across.

“This has shown how the Church and the 
community have come together to jointly 
take ownership of this space. Thank you to 
everyone who has made this possible.”

These links have been further 
strengthened with pupils from nearby 
Tredegarville Church in Wales Primary 
School having taken over part of the Clergy 
House garden and developing it into a 
Forest School. 

“The children come over every week in 
wind, rain, snow and even sunshine and it 
is a joy to hear 
them enjoying 
themselves,“ 
added Mrs 
Parry. The 
Tredegarville 
Forest School 
gives pupils 
a chance to 
explore and 
learn in a 
natural setting.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Before After



The Rector meets the Vicar

For Canon Jenny Wigley was greeted by 
the life-sized Roald Dahl character when 
the carefully crafted cleric took pride of 
place in Christ Church porch during the 
annual Radyr and Morganstown festival.

The Cardiff born author, who lived 
in Radyr in his younger days, was the 
theme for this year’s two-week festival 
in recognition of the 100th anniversary 
since his birth.

As part of the festivities local children 
were challenged to make models 
of characters from his books using 
recyclable materials such as milk bottles 
and egg cartons. These statues were 
placed around the area for the fortnight.

Children from the Sunday School 
at Christ Church threw 
themselves into the 
challenge by creating 

a life-sized model of the Dahl character, 
the Vicar of Nibbleswicke, using papier 
mache, wood, old newspapers and 
bubble wrap.

Rector of Radyr, Canon Wigley said, 
“I was so proud to have him in the church 
porch – I thought he was just amazing – 
the children did a fantastic job working 
together to create him.”

As usual the church hosted the 
ecumenical civic service at the start of 
festival fortnight, a concert and a quiz 
night but this year decided to get even 
more involved by staging a pop up 
church stall celebrating Pentecost at 
the festival fete, as well as inviting the 
Sunday School children to take part in 
the Junk Model Challenge.

“We’ve been drawing up a new 
Mission Action Plan and one of its aims is 
for the Church to be more of a presence 
in the life of the community. 

It’s a way of honouring 
community life for us, 
allowing them to invite 

the Church in to what 
they are doing rather 
than the other way 
round. What’s more, 

it’s been great fun!” 
added Canon Wigley.

The pop up church stall complete with 
its  ‘flame’ streamers offered a soundbite 
version of the story of Pentecost and 
information about opportunities and 
events in both parish churches.

Sunday School leader Julie Davies 
said, “Anyone could have a go at making 
their own tongues of fire to twirl, and the 
helpers were there to lend a hand, chat 
about church and answer questions. It 
was great fun and the children enjoyed 
twirling or rushing around with their 
streamers flying out behind them.

“The children had great fun creating 
their model of the Vicar of Nibbleswicke 
– it took a couple of weeks in total and 
even the youngstest members played a 
part by using their small hands to stuff his 
hands with tiny little bits of bubble wrap.”

• The Vicar of Nibbleswicke 
is photographed complete with his 
wing mirror which he needs to stop 
him bumping into things as he walks 
backwards. The fictional character has 
a form of dyslexia that means he talks 
backwards. But if he walks backwards 
he can talk forwards – hence the wing 
mirror!
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The Rector of Radyr came face-to-face with the Vicar of Nibbleswicke – thanks to the junk 
modelling skills of children from the local Sunday School.



However the service, attended by Readers 
from the three provinces in the UK and the 
Church of Ireland, marked the inauguration 
of an order which has much older origins. 

Readers were originally called into being 
in Elizabethan times when under Archbishop 
Parker, Lay Readers would minister in 
places where there was no resident clergy. 
They were permitted to read the appointed 
service “Playnlie, distinctlie and audiblie” 
but not to preach or interpret. And whilst 
they were permitted to bury the dead and 
purify women after childbirth they definitely 
could not administer the sacraments.

In 1866 the Archbishops of York and 
Canterbury and a number of Bishops – 
including Llandaff – met on Ascension 
Day to discuss the lack of clergy in the 
burgeoning townships. It was decided to 
revive the office of Readers specifically 
to help minister in the growing industrial 
areas of the country and to “bridge the gap 
between the different classes of society;” 
and  “such Christian men, who, being in 
close communication with the clergyman on 

A teacher from 
Tonmawr is to be 
welcomed into a 
new life in church 
ministry as 
Readers from 
throughout the 
Llandaff Diocese 
gather for their 

annual service.

the one hand and the industrial masses on 
the other, can interpret each to the other”! 
and so the first Readers were licensed into 
posts, some of which were considered full 
time, attracting a stipend of £2 per week 
plus travelling expenses.

In 1870 the first Readers (men only 
women were not admitted until 1973) were 
licensed in Llandaff. Appointments were 
for a period of a year renewed annually. 
By 1885 it was decided that formal training 
was required and an examination in the 
“knowledge of Holy Scriptures and The 
Book of Common Prayer” resulting in the 
award of a certificate became the necessary 
prerequisite of licensing.

From those tentative beginnings 
Readers have played a significant part in the 
mission and ministry of the church around 
the diocese and throughout the country.  

Today Readers serve in many parishes 
in the diocese and perform many different 
roles. Extensive training is still very 
much required and provided to selected 
candidates.

Mary Jenkins is to be the latest Reader 
to be licensed in the diocese at a special 
service at Llandaff Cathedral on Saturday, 
July 2. She will take up her new post in the 
newly formed Neath Ministry area.

The former primary school teacher 
said, “God has always been there for me 
and gradually I realised that I wanted to 
be more involved in the life and running of 
the Church. I am really looking forward to 

The particular work of today’s Reader 
is to teach the Christian faith. Readers 
communicate the faith by: proclaiming the 
word; helping people learn and grow as 
Christians; preparing and leading worship; 
caring for the people they serve.

Readers equip others to witness 
locally and wherever Christians work or 
have influence. Their particular role is to 
enable worshipping communities to make 
connections between faith, ordinary life and 
world concerns.

There is an increasingly wide variety of 
ways in which Readers do this including 
taking school assemblies, hospital and 
prison visiting and chaplaincy, leading 
prayer groups and informal worship.

The church needs people of many 
different ages and backgrounds as Readers. 
More information about Reader ministry 
can be found on the diocesan web site or 
by contacting the Warden of Readers, the 
Revd Caroline Downs on  
carolinerebecca.downs@btinternet.com

taking up my new duties and challenges as 
a Reader. There is a great team in Neath 
carrying out fantastic work – it’s very busy 
which is wonderful.”

The Revd Caroline Downs, warden of 
Readers said, “The annual Reader Service 
is always a great celebration of Reader 
ministry across the diocese and especially 
special this year as we give thanks for more 
than 100 years of Llandaff Reader ministry.”
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Readers celebrate 
150 years of ministry

Teacher becomes preacher

Readers from the Diocese attended a celebration service on Ascension Day 
in All Souls, Langham Place, London to celebrate 150 years of the modern 
Reader movement.

By Colin Finney, Reader, Parish of St Fagans and Michaelston–super- Ely



I think we all have sentences in our heads 
which colour the way we see things. Some 
negative e.g. “You’ll never be any good at 
that”, some positive e.g. “Never be afraid 
to ask questions.” They are picked up from 
our parents and others as we learn which 
way is up in the world and the part we have 
to play. For me one of these sentences is, 
“If you start from a false premise you can 
prove anything” which 
I picked up on my IT 
degree but is good for 
day to day living. In 
layman’s terms it says if 
you are not starting with 
the truth then whatever 
you come up with will be 
questionable.

It was with this 
sentence in mind that I 
must admit I looked in 
vain at the timetable for the Clergy School 
in Oxford. It was to be lecture after lecture 
after lecture by professor this and doctor 
that with a comedian called Tim slotted 
in at the end. I can remember thinking, “I 
hope this lot of heavyweights have not just 
been wheeled in to tell us all is fine and to 
carry on as before. What we really need 
is to have an honest look at ourselves as 
Christian ministers and the world in which 
we minister.” 

I needn’t have worried. The heavyweights 
were excellent.

We were reminded that if we do not tell 
the truth about Jesus our resurrected and 
ascended saviour then people will believe 
the rubbish that pops up on YouTube, etc 

that says he was a nice man but 
now he’s gone. 

We were 
r e m i n d e d 
that in his 

earthly ministry Jesus really understood his 
culture, spoke appropriately to it and we 
should not be afraid to do the same. If we 
don’t present the Messiah then people will 
find another. We were reminded how crazy 
Jesus looked and acted when measured 
against standard Jewish ideas of God, and 
then the crazier plan of God that little me 
and little you would be trusted to take the 

Gospel out into all the earth 
in His name. Juxtaposed 
with this we examined the 
uncomfortable idea that 
in the past the Church 
had become linked with 
respectability and social 
standing and the radical 
nature of our founder had 
been toned down. We 
jumped in with two feet and 
looked at the development 

of a theology of sex and marriage over the 
last few thousand years. We examined the 
difference between proof and trust and the 
way in which biblical theology was not the 
same as Christian belief. We looked at the 
world standards of success and then had 
a think about a more Godly view, 
using the role of the ordained minister 
and the role of the mother as stopping 
off points. And then Tim the comedian 
caught us off guard when he 
led us in a reflection asking, 
“When did you last feel like you 
were really doing what God 
had really called you to do?” 
which I am not ashamed to 
say brought a tear to the eye 
of a grown man.   

The content then is 

reasonably easy to put into words. What is 
more difficult is to describe what it felt like to 
be at Clergy School. 

I don’t have the vocabulary to adequately 
describe how humbling it felt to be gathered 
together and to worship and socialise with 
a group of brothers and sisters who are all 
prepared to shun the bright lights of the 
world for their calling, who are willing to be 
open frank and honest about how wonderful 
the joys are and how painful the hurts 
are in ministry, yet who in 
the face of such apathy 
in the current climate are 
willing to keep on with all 
they have to make sure 
that the voice of Jesus 
never goes silent.

Probably best then 
to finish with some 
words from our 
founder, the living Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

“I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have 
overcome the 
world.”  

“When did you last 

feel like you were 

really doing what God 

had really called you 

to do?”

FEATURE
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Class act

Teacher becomes preacher

The Revd Ian Hodges of Llanilid and Pencod, shares his thoughts on Clergy SchoolP
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COMINGS & GOINGS

Appointments

New Canons 
installed at 
Llandaff Cathedral

Jude Peters has worked at the Diocesan Office at Coychurch, Bridgend 
for the past eight years as receptionist, administrator and yearbook 
editor.

In the same year that she started working for the Diocese, she was 
licensed as a Reader and is part of the Ministry Team in Llantwit Major.

Q What’s the best thing about your job? 
A The lovely people I work with.  We 
have incredibly funny moments - 
usually at lunch time.  We have had 
incidents of exploding eggs and 
combusting jacket potatoes in our 
much used microwave. 

Q What’s the worst thing about your job? 
A Too many biscuits!  

Q Name one thing that you think would 
help make the office/the diocese run 
better? 
A Well, working collaboratively with other 
Diocesan Offices and the Church in 
Wales Representative Body, rather than 

New priest for 

Aberaman and 

Cwmaman

Born and brought 
up in the Valleys, 
the Revd Matthew 

Gibbon is delighted to be staying in the area 
that nurtured his vocation.

He has been licensed priest-in-charge 
of the parish of Aberaman and Cwmaman. 
Originally from Merthyr, Matthew moves 
to Aberaman from the nearby parish of 
Treharris, Trelewis, Bedlinog and Llanfabon, 
where he had been priest-in-charge for 
eight years.

“It’s important to me to serve in the 
Valleys as this is where my vocation was 
nurtured and I want to give back to the 
Valleys as they have given so much to me,” 
said Matthew.

New priest-
in-charge for 

Grangetown

Parishioners in 
Grangetown, Cardiff 
have welcomed a new 

priest – but it’s a face that they know well.
For Father David Morris has been 

associate priest of the parishes of Cardiff 
St Mary with St Dyfrig and St Samson and 
of Grangetown, St Paul for nearly the past 
four years before he was licensed recently 
as priest-in-charge of Grangetown, St Paul 
with St Dyfrig and St Samson. He takes 

each office doing its own thing – sharing 
best practice is surely the way to go.  

Q What’s the most unusual thing you 
have had to do as part of your job? 
A Probably attending the retired clergy 
summer tea party! It is a lovely occasion 
and an opportunity to hear some good 
stories of yesteryear and an idea of what 
to do in retirement - Canon Michael 
Short and Revd John Webber have been 
particularly entertaining and interesting.  

Q If you were a biscuit what would you 
be?
A  I couldn’t be a biscuit because I would 
eat myself!

over in these churches from Canon Graham 
Francis who retired in January.

Since joining the ministry team in 
Grangetown Fr David has overseen the 
£280,000 refurbishment of St Paul’s 
Community Hall. The adjacent 126-year-
old St Paul’s Church is now to undergo a 
major refurbishment that will see much of 
the building turned into housing association 
flats for local, vulnerable people.

Fr David, has been a diocesan vocations 
adviser since 2013 and the diocesan 
webmaster since last year. 

The Revd Dean Atkins has been 

licensed as priest-in-charge of St Mary’s, 
Cardiff. He moves there from St German 
and St Saviour, Cardiff, where he was Vicar.

The Revd Gareth 
Coombes, formerly 
associate priest of 
the Rectorial Benefice 
of Eglwysilan and 
Caerphilly, has 
become priest-in-

charge of  Treharris, Trelewis, Bedlinog and 
Llanfabon.  He was licensed on Monday, 
June 20.

A priest who oversees the education work 
of the Church in Wales is among three 
clerics who have been recognised with a 
church honour.

Canon Edwin Counsell, who is the 
Diocesan Director of Education, the 
Provincial Advisor on Education and also 
a priest in the East Vale group of parishes, 
has been made a Chapter Canon to the 
stall of St Nicholas at Llandaff Cathedral. 
This follows his installation as an Honorary 
Canon two years ago.

Canon Martyn Davies, who is Area 
Dean of the Vale of Glamorgan and 
Canon Viv Parkinson who has been Vicar 
of Llantrisant since 1997 and is also the 
Vocations Advisor for Morgannwg, have 
both been made Honorary Canons. 

• The cape worn by Canon Martyn 
Davies was first worn at the Cathedral 
nearly 50 years ago and has been passed 
down through four previous Canons. 
Canon Davies was given the Mozetta 
(cape) by Canon Graham Francis of St 
Mary’s, Cardiff who retired earlier this 
year. Canon Francis had been given the 
cape by Canon Neville Jones of Llanishen 
who had received it from the late Canon 
Richard Care of St Bride’s Minor and 
Bettws, who in turn was given it by the late 
Canon Haydn Rees of Coity with Nolton.

Pictured are: Canon Edwin Counsell, the 
Archbishop, Canon Viv Parkinson, Canon 
Martyn Davies (left to right front), the Revd 
Dr Mark Dimond, the Archbishop’s chaplain 
(behind)
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NEWS

This year’s Christian Aid Week – the country’s longest running 
door-to-door  fundraising week – is hoped to have raised more than 
£500,000 in Wales.
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Exact figures won’t be known for a few 
months, but here are a few snapshots from 
events held in South Wales, to support poor 
countries around the world.

Loretta Minghella, Christian Aid Chief 
Executive, visited  Wales in April to 
encourage churches ahead of the Week.  
At Christ Church in Roath, Cardiff, she 
spoke about her recent travels to see 
Christian Aid’s work responding to the 
refugee crisis in Europe and urged people 
not to underestimate the impact of tackling 
change on the poor in so many of the 
world’s poorest countries.

The Week itself was a busy one, as ever.  
Across Cardiff and the Valleys, hundreds 
of Christian Aid supporters delivered and 
collected the red envelopes door-to-door, 
and held church collections.  St Fagan’s 
restarted the door-to-door collecting, 
Pontypridd churches joined together for a 
Would I Lie To You evening, and Llandaff 
City Primary outreached to parents with a 
netball shoot-out, jewellery club sale, and 
sold ice lollies at the end of the school day.  

Many more held plant sales, coffee 
mornings and supermarket and street 

Ever thought of making a joyful noise to 
the Lord behind bars?  Cardiff Prison is 
looking for musicians to help with their 
Sunday Worship. Each Sunday about 40 
inmates and staff gather for worship but are 
hampered by not having anybody to lead 
the singing.

The prison is looking for a team of 
musicians who could give them a couple of 
hours every six weeks or so on a rota basis.  
Individuals or groups would be welcome.  

Nick Sandford, Managing Chaplain 
Cardiff Prison said, “The service is usually 
a Eucharist and begins at 9.30am. Many of 
the men in prison have never experienced 
being part of a worshipping community 
before and music adds so much to the 
richness of our worship.”

If you would like more information please 
contact Nick at Nick.R.Sandford@hmps.gsi.
gov.uk or on 029 2092 3170.

For those interested 
in churches and 
understanding more about 
their stained glass, a talk 
will be given by Dr Martin 
Crampin at St Michael’s 
College, Llandaff, on 
Thursday, September 29, 
at 7pm. 

The talk will give a brief 
overview on how stained 
glass is produced and how 
to care for it. To book a 
place please contact Kate 
Lawless at the Diocesan 

Office, 01656 868861, katelawless@
churchinwales.org.uk

Thank you for all your entries to the Caption 
competition. Remember the picture from 
the last edition?

First place went to
 
“One Horse a 

Naying, One Dove a 
Praying & A Parson 
in the Sanctuary,”  
 
by  Leonard Tarr of 
Llantwit Fardre.

bucket collections. Meanwhile, Christian 
Aid staff and volunteer preachers, speakers 
and teachers visited as many churches and 
schools as was physically possible.

A new community initiative for Christian 
Aid Week was picked up by many churches 
– Big Brekkie, including at St John’s Church 
in Canton.

Andrew Sims, of St John’s said, “We 
decided this would be a great way to 
outreach into our community in Canton, 
and to local businesses too.  Business 
from across Cardiff and the Valleys were 
generous in donating breakfast foods.  

“On the day, while we had expected 
perhaps 40 people, we were overflowing, 
scrambling to make enough breakfast 
for over 100 people! What amazing 
opportunities the Lord gives. And over £700 
raised for Christian Aid’s work throughout 
the world.”

Mari McNeill of Christian Aid said, “A big 
and sincere thanks to all for your work and 
prayer.  And as the donations are counted 
over the coming weeks, please pray for 
God’s continued blessing on this work.”

Please send in your 
captions for this 
photograph to Alison 
Young, Croeso, Llandaff 
Diocese, The Court, 
Coychurch, Bridgend, 
CF35 5HF or by email 
to alisonyoung@
churchinwales.org.uk

From the Big Brekkie to 
a netball shoot-out

Caption competition

Making music 
behind bars

Appreciating 
stained glass



“Pray as you can, and not as you can’t” it’s 
often said, “pray as you are, and not as you 
aren’t.” One way or another, we need to 
keep praying, and many of us would like to 
be better at it!

Prayer comes in many forms. Our 
Catechism describes prayer as “my 
response to God, with or without words. I 
adore, praise and thank him; I confess my 
sins and ask to be forgiven; I pray for others 
and myself; I listen to him and seek to know 
his will.” Alongside the worship we share 
with others, we should also “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17). It’s the “Cell” of 
our 7 Sacred Spaces.

2000 years of Christian tradition assure 
us there are many different ways to sustain 
this intimate relationship with the One who 
is our Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. 
What one finds helpful now may not be 
helpful to someone else, or at another time. 

Sometimes prayer comes easily, 
feeling joyful and life-giving. But prayer – 
especially the listening-to-God sort – can 
also be difficult and dry, and we may worry 
whether we’re “doing it right”. 

But asking what counts as successful 
prayer can unhelpfully put the emphasis 
too much on us. Is good prayer about our 
effort, or our capacity to focus and not be 
distracted? Do we measure prayer’s value 
by whether we feel a “spiritual high” or 
find answers that suit us? And when this 
doesn’t happen, does it mean it’s our fault? 

Rowan Williams likens prayer to 
working on a sun tan: “When you’re lying 
on the beach or under the lamp, something 
is happening, something that has nothing 
to do with how you feel or how hard you’re 
trying. You’re not going to get a better tan by 
screwing up your eyes and concentrating. 
You give the time, and that’s it. All you have 
to do is turn up.”

It’s reassuring to realise that what 
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happens in prayer is entirely God’s gift. 
We just have to make the time, keeping on 
offering ourselves to God, so that in some 
mysterious way we may be caught up by 
the Spirit into the life of Jesus Christ who is 
always praying for us at the Father’s right 
hand. As Bishop Rowan says, “All you need 
to do is to be where the light can get at you 
– in this case, the light of God’s love.”

When the light of God’s love can get at 
us, we change. “Prayer is letting God do 
in us what God wants done” said the 5th 
century monk John Cassian. The world 
changes too. William Temple, Archbishop 
of Canterbury in the 1940s, wrote “When I 
pray, coincidences happen. When I don’t, 
they don’t.”

But what do we actually do when we 
“turn up” and “let the light shine on us”? 
How do we “listen” to a God who rarely 
communicates in an audible voice? 

Well, 2000 years of tradition also 
provides plenty of practical advice, and 
so the Diocesan Spirituality Group has 
organised a Festival of Prayer on 9 July, 
at the Cathedral and St Michael’s College. 
We’re offering a wide range of talks and 
workshops to learn about and experience 
different styles of spirituality and prayer. 

Not all are about sitting down and being 
still. Music, painting and dancing are 
options. So is the particular Christian 
approach to walking a labyrinth, and we 
now have a large printed canvas that you 
can try out in July, or arrange to use with 
parish or other groups. Why not give it a go!

We’re fortunate to have some renowned 
speakers alongside home-grown session 
leaders. John Bell of the Iona Community 
is known world-wide for speaking about 
spirituality and contemporary life, as well 
as hymn writing and broadcasting.  Julian 
Maddock writes about our bodies, prayer 
and God. Find out more about these, other 
speakers, and the sessions on offer, and 
book your place, at www.festivalofprayer.
co.uk.  

If you can’t make the Festival of Prayer, 
look out for Diocesan Quiet Days before 
Lent and Advent, and Labyrinth Days 
several times a year. But most of all, keep 
turning up, keep praying, and may you find 
that “coincidences” keep happening!

The Llandaff Diocese Festival of Prayer 
is on 9 July, 10am – 4.15pm, at Llandaff 
Cathedral and St Michael’s College. 
Further details, and bookings, at www.
festivalofprayer.co.uk or contact 
enquiries@festivalofprayer.co.uk or 
01656 881960. 

         Llandaff Diocesan Spirituality Group

         Festival of Prayer –  
         Llandaff Diocese

         @festival_prayer

By the Revd Canon Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, priest-in-charge of St John’s, 
Cardiff and chair of the Llandaff Diocesan Spirituality Group

Persevering 
in Prayer


