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ALCOHOL AND HISTORIC PLACES OF WORSHIP - 
CHURCHES’ EVIDENCE TO ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 

The final half term of the Assembly in 2017 saw Cytûn member churches give evidence in 
front of two committees of the National 
Assembly.  

Major David Emery and Major Lynden Gibbs 
of the Salvation Army gave oral evidence in 
support of the Public Health (Minimum Price 
for Alcohol) (Wales) Bill at the Health, Social 
Care and Sport Committee on December 13 
(left). The Salvation Army, the United 
Reformed and Methodist Churches and the 
Presbyterian Church of Wales, along with 
Cytûn, submitted written evidence to the 

Committee. All the submissions supported the proposed legislation. The Committee will 
report early in 2018 with the Bill proceeding during the spring. 

On November 22, Alex Glanville of the Church in Wales, Revd Judith Morris and Dr 
Christian Williams of the Baptist Union of Wales and Revd Gethin Rhys from Cytûn gave 
oral evidence to the Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee (below) 

about the importance of listed church buildings to the historic environment of Wales. 
Cytûn, the National Churches Trust and Addoldai Cymru have also submitted written 
evidence to the Committee. All the submissions emphasised the difficulties faced by 
churches in maintaining historic buildings if they are no longer well attended by 
worshipping congregations, and the lack of grant funding and willing volunteers currently 
available. On the other hand, there is a realisation that these buildings are a potential 
asset to heritage tourism and to the mission of the Christian church. In his oral evidence, 
Alex Glanville indicated that as many as 60% of Church in Wales church buildings are 
already open to the public outside the hours of public worship.  

The Committee will report its findings and recommendations in spring 2018. 

http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/509742ad-2b5d-43e5-8175-8c5bd27a9420?autostart=True
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20029
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20029
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=282&RPID=1752714170&cp=yes
http://record.assembly.wales/Committee/4380
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=19747
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=19747
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=19747
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Interfaith Council for Wales officers respond to death of Carl Sargeant 

As longstanding members of the Welsh Government’s Faith 
Communities Forum, representing significant worldwide faiths, 
we were deeply saddened to hear the news of Carl Sargeant’s 
death. It has been our great privilege at the Forum to work 
together with Carl and the First Minister, Carwyn Jones, in 
addressing shared concerns.  

Our conversations at meetings of the Forum have been 
characterised by a mutual respect and appreciation. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to his family, friends and 
colleagues and uphold them in our prayers and reflections 

during these difficult times. We will do so especially as our faith communities meet for 
worship during the next few days. 

It is our desire that all involved in the circumstances around this tragedy should be treated 
fairly and with respect. We are also anxious that due process should be followed in the 
appropriate and necessary investigations.  

Over many years, as faith communities, we have gathered with others at the Senedd 
following times of great tragedy and loss. We have valued the dignity with which our 
National Assembly has helped a nation to grieve and to remember. May we be sustained 
by this legacy supporting one another. 

Stanley Soffa (Chair); Nord’zin Pamo (Vice Chair); Aled Edwards (Secretary);  
Saleem Kidwai (Treasurer). 10th November 2017 

Huge rise in people using winter Church Night Shelters 

During winter 2016/17 more people than ever before were forced to use 
church and community night shelters, according to research published by 
Cytûn member, housing and homelessness charity Housing Justice.   

55 of the projects in the Housing Justice Church and Community Night 
Shelter Network who were able to give figures provided emergency 
accommodation to 2923 people during winter 2016/17, an increase of 53% 
on the previous year’s figure (and double the number receiving support in 
2012). Two years ago, there were 65 shelters operating in the network. 
Today, there are 107 projects in the Housing Justice Network, so the total number of 
guests welcomed in 2016/17 is likely to be nearer 6000. Underpinning this huge rise is the 
significant rise in rough sleepers since 2011, owing to issues such as welfare reform and 
the ending of a tenancy in the private rented sector.  

Church and Community night shelters are voluntary led projects, people of all faiths and 
none staff these emergency shelters during the winter to provide emergency 
accommodation for people with nowhere else to go. Throughout the year, the network saw 
contributions from 4,284 volunteers across the UK of a total of 273,605 hours - 6,673 
hours per shelter - representing a significant investment from each community.  

Guests are provided with a camp bed, bedding and a hot meal, usually in a church 
building, community building or other faith building. Most receive no funding from 
government or local authorities. During the winter of 2016/17 on average, each shelter 
remained open for 102 nights, 40% of guests stayed in the shelter for less than a week, 
while 30 % stayed longer than a month. Newport, Cardiff, Swansea, Merthyr and 
Caerphilly hosted such shelters in Wales. 

https://www.housingjustice.org.uk/church-and-community-night-shelters
https://www.housingjustice.org.uk/church-and-community-night-shelters
https://www.housingjustice.org.uk/night-shelters-wales
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CHRISTIAN ECO CHARTER LAUNCHED IN WALES 

Iconic creatures in crisis and a new ‘charter on the environment’ were among the action 
points at Cytûn member ARocha UK’s recent Partners In Action retreat at St Madoc’s 
Centre in the Gower peninsula. The sun shone and wildlife abounded as Partners In 
Action and UK management team met for their annual summit. 

Twenty-five team members from projects across these islands prayed, talked and reflected 
on how they can collectively achieve more impact for nature. They looked at how to 
increase the abundance of wildlife across land managed by our partners. The existing 
network was joined by three prospective partners. Together they agreed on a new ‘charter 
on the environment’ and a new focus on A Rocha UK’s ‘target 10’ species programme. 
The aim will be to work together on declining species through better habitat management. 
That included such species as the house martin, hedgehog and English bluebell – which 
are all in trouble across the country.  

‘We also walked to the beach managed by the St Madoc 
team,’ said ARocha Conservation Director Andy Lester, ‘and 
rescued a stranded curved octopus and a Portuguese man-
of-war!’ St Madoc Centre is a leading Welsh youth camp that 
recently scooped silver in the Eco Church award scheme. 
The centre is a popular escape for disadvantaged and 
disaffected children and young adults. Set in 76 acres of 
Britain’s first Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, St Madoc 
is different from most other Eco Church registrants, which 
tend to be churches and cathedrals. Various people stay at 
the camp – from schools to groups of all religions and 

denominations (Photo above of delegate at the PiA retreat by Hannah Pearson). 

ARocha UK has also announced the appointment of Welsh 
environmentalist Helen Stephens (pictured right) as Church 
Relations Manager. Helen is a native of Swansea, near St 
Madoc Centre. She therefore grew up amid the wonder of 
nature, on one of these islands’ most stunning coastlines. 
She earned a geography degree at university. Helen then 
spent some time as a volunteer in Kenya for Africa Inland 
Mission. She went on to study agriculture and development 
– before working in telecoms, most recently in corporate 
responsibility.   

Helen recently studied sustainability and responsibility – an 
attempt to reconcile her love of nature, evident from a young age with her Christian faith. 
‘They’d seemingly been on parallel paths,’ said Helen, ‘and I wanted to explore why I’d 
been slow to recognise caring for God’s earth as an integral part of our Christian mission.’ 

Now as ARocha UK’s Church Relations Manager, she wants to see more and more 
churches challenged by – and connecting with – each other, in caring for God’s earth. 

‘There’s a big role for churches in being part of a movement for change,’ said Helen. ‘I’m 
very much encouraged by stories of what churches are doing. I’d love to see more 
churches getting involved, deepening the good work already going on!’ She is married to 
Tim, who works for Network Rail. They have a young son, Noah. 

http://arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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WALES’S EDUCATIONAL MISSION 
Christian churches in Wales have always set a high store on education, so the title given 
by Cabinet Secretary Kirsty Williams to the Welsh Government’s education action plan 
published in September 2017, Education in Wales: our national mission, may ring bells.  
In announcing the new plan, Ms Williams confirmed that the new curriculum for children 
aged 3-16 remains at the heart of the reforms, but will be introduced according to a new, 
more gradual, timetable – see the diagram below.  

On 13 December, the Expert Panel established by the Cabinet Secretary to consider the 
future of sex and relationships education reported. Along with Religious Education, this is 
one of only two areas of the curriculum from which parents may withdraw their children. 
The panel does not recommend changing this right, but does propose that sex and 
relationships education be integrated across the curriculum. It is likely that this will make 
exercising the right of withdrawal more complex for schools and parents alike. The 
Government had previously announced in July that the right of parental withdrawal for 
Religious Education would be retained – see page 5 of September’s Policy Bulletin. 

On 18 December, Welsh Government published the Welsh language in education 
plan. This aims to transform teaching and learning of Welsh in all schools, with the aim of 
more pupils leaving school able to speak Welsh. Katherine Davies’ blog post explains 
more about the potential of this development. 

For the teaching profession, New Professional Teaching and Leadership Standards 
were launched in September 2017 and will apply to all teachers from September 2018. 
Plans to change Initial Teacher Education to support the new curriculum are moving 
forward. In Summer 2018 it will be announced who will be delivering Initial Teacher 
Education from September 2019. The National Academy of Educational Leadership for 
Wales is being developed by a ‘shadow board’ and will launch in 2018. It will develop a 
bespoke leadership programme and review programmes put forward for endorsement  

On 18 December, in answer to a written question, the Cabinet Secretary indicated 
she would work with the Children’s Commissioner for Wales to produce a register of 
children being schooled at home and to improve safeguarding procedures for them. These 
include children schooled at home due to their parents’ religious convictions. 

Cytûn is one of the representatives of the Inter-faith Council for Wales on the 
Strategic Stakeholder Group and is therefore in a key position to continue to monitor these 
changes on behalf of our members. 

http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/allsectorpolicies/education-in-wales/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/educationandskills/2017/new-plan-for-national-mission-to-raise-standards-kirsty-williams/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/curriculuminwales/curriculum-for-wales-curriculum-for-life/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/curriculuminwales/curriculum-for-wales-curriculum-for-life/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/publications/reports/future-of-the-sex-and-relationships-education-curriculum-in-wales/?lang=en
http://www.cytun.cymru/Policy-Bulletin-Sept-2017.pdf
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/allsectorpolicies/welshmededuca/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/allsectorpolicies/welshmededuca/?lang=en
https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2017/12/18/a-million-welsh-speakers-we-can-make-it-happen/
http://gov.wales/newsroom/educationandskills/2017/new-teachers-new-term-new-professional-standards/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2017/natinalacademyeducationalleadership/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2017/natinalacademyeducationalleadership/?lang=en
http://record.assembly.wales/OrderPaper/WrittenQuestions/19-12-2017/
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/curriculuminwales/curriculum-for-wales-curriculum-for-life/governance/?lang=en
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BREXIT – HOW WELL ARE WE LISTENING TO EACH OTHER? 
Cytûn’s Wales and Europe Working Party has been concerned since its first meeting in 
August 2016 at the apparent entrenching of positions not only by politicians but also by the 
public since the referendum vote of June 2016 which led to the UK beginning the process 
of leaving the European Union. 

The Working Party will therefore be 
holding a series of public meetings 
in which people will be invited to 
come along and listen to one 
another in a conducive 
environment. The meetings will not 
involve speeches by politicians or 
by ‘experts’, but will rather be a 
chance for people with a variety of 
hopes, fears, concerns and visions 
to share them with one another. 

Each meeting will be organised in partnership with local churches, and they will be open to 
everyone. The first will be held in Lampeter on Tuesday March 13 at 7-9pm. It will be 
followed later in the spring by a meeting on the north Wales coast, with others to follow 
later in the year. 

Meanwhile, the Working Party is continuing its work of seeking to offer a thoughtful 
Christian perspective on the process of leaving the EU as it proceeds. The Working Party 
has published responses to the National Assembly’s consultations on Welsh Government 
preparations for Brexit and on powers to make subordinate legislation in the European 
Union (Withdrawal) Bill. The Welsh Affairs Committee of the House of Commons has 
published the Working Party’s latest submission to its ongoing inquiry into Brexit. This 
outlines the principles which the Working Party seeks to promote – keeping promises, truth 
telling, concern for the powerless and ensuring all voices are heard – and applies these to 
the legislation regarding withdrawal and to agriculture and the environment. 

Cytûn’s Policy Officer produced a briefing on the conclusion of the first stage of 
negotiations between the UK and the European Union in December. This will be discussed 
at the Working Party’s next meeting in January, when we will also be hearing from Prof. 
Richard Wyn Jones of the Wales Governance Centre at Cardiff University. 

At its November meeting, the Working Party agreed a statement regarding the proposed 
UK-wide ‘Shared Prosperity Fund’, which the Conservative manifesto at the 2017 General 
Election indicated would replace the European Regional Development Funds. The 
statement was drawn up in co-operation with a number of Christian bodies across the UK 
in anticipation of an announcement in the November 2017 Budget. However, this 
announcement was not included on the day, so our statement was not issued. 

European funds have been of particular importance to Wales. A report by Policy in 
Practice shows that by April 2016, West Wales and the Valleys had already benefited by 
£101.53 per capita from the 2014-20 round of the European Social Fund alone. On the 
other hand, anecdotal evidence submitted to the Working Party indicates that disillusion 
with the way these substantial amounts of money have been spent may have contributed 
to the high ‘Leave’ vote in many of the beneficiary areas.  

In December, Welsh Government published its own proposals for future regional 
investment in Wales, and the Working Party will be returning to this matter at its January 
meeting. Also in December, Welsh Government published its economic action plan, 
indicating how it intends to prioritise public sector investment in the Welsh economy in the 
coming years. 

http://www.cytun.cymru/waleseurope/PDFs/2.Cytun_Resilience_and%20preparedness-031117.docx
http://www.cytun.cymru/waleseurope/PDFs/2.Cytun_Resilience_and%20preparedness-031117.docx
http://www.cytun.cymru/waleseurope/4.Cytun_EU_Withdrawal_Subordinate_301117.pdf
http://www.cytun.cymru/waleseurope/4.Cytun_EU_Withdrawal_Subordinate_301117.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/welsh-affairs-committee/brexit-agriculture-trade-and-the-repatriation-of-powers/written/72276.pdf
http://www.cytun.cymru/waleseurope/2.GR-Briefing-Article-50-negotiations-15-12-17.pdf
http://policyinpractice.co.uk/brexit-whats-next-esf-local-authorities/
http://policyinpractice.co.uk/brexit-whats-next-esf-local-authorities/
http://gov.wales/funding/regional-investment-in-wales-after-brexit/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/businessandeconomy/welsh-economy/economic-action-plan/?skip=1&lang=en


 

6 
 

Faith in the public sphere in Wales?  
How the faith sector can gain political traction in 2018 

Between 2013-2016 Matthew Rees conducted research as part of a doctoral thesis looking 
at the structures, strategies and effectiveness of faith based organisations in Wales and 
Northern Ireland in engaging with the devolved institutions. Now that the research has 
been completed, Matthew is looking to share its findings on Wales with those who took 
part in the research and with practioners in the faith sector more widely, and then creating 
space for discussion around the conclusions and reflection on where the sector might go 
with its engagement in the future. With political devolution in Wales having reached its 
20th anniversary, what better time to have this conversation? 

The seminar will be held on Tuesday January 30 2018 at 1.30-4.30 in the Baptist 
College, Cardiff CF24 3AT. RSVP to Gethin Rhys if you wish to attend 
(gethin@cytun.cymru).  You are welcome to forward this invitation, but recipients need to 
reply to Gethin if they wish to attend. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CROSS-PARTY GROUP ON FAITH 

In the December meeting, Darren Millar AM was re-elected Chair of the Group and Jim 
Stewart (Evangelical Alliance) as Secretary. A fascinating discussion ensued about faith 
chaplaincy in various institutions, including the possibility of asking for the establishment of 
such chaplaincy in the Assembly itself.  
The next two meetings, which are open to the public (book your place by emailing 
j.stewart@eauk.org)  will be held as follows: 

 Tuesday 27 February 2018 at 6.30pm in the Oriel part of the Senedd: An event to 
highlight how Wales’ faith groups are contributing to the aims of Welsh 
Government’s Wales for Africa programme  

 Wednesday 6 June 2018: Transgender issues: faith perspectives from 12.00 – 
13.15 in Cardiff Bay (venue to be confirmed). 

 

SENEDD RESEARCH 

The National Assembly’s Research Service (Senedd Research) is a research, analysis 
and information service designed to meet the needs of Assembly Members and their staff. 
The InBrief blog offers easily digestible information and commentary on topical issues and 
developments within the National Assembly. You can also access a range of research 
briefings and information produced by Senedd Research from their website or link from 
Twitter @SeneddResearch.  
 

CONTACTING THE CYTÛN POLICY OFFICER 
Parch./Revd Gethin Rhys - Swyddog Polisi/Policy Officer 
Cytûn - Eglwysi Ynghyd yng Nghymru/Churches Together in Wales 
58 Richmond Road, Caerdydd/Cardiff, CF24 3AT 
Tel:  029 2046 4378  Mudol/mobile: 07889 858062 

E-bost/E-mail: gethin@cytun.cymru           @CytunNew 
Hapus i gyfathrebu yn Gymraeg ac yn Saesneg. Happy to communicate in Welsh and English 

Cytûn is a registered company in England and Wales | Number: 05853982 | Registered name: 

“Cytûn: Eglwysi Ynghyd yng Nghymru/Churches Together in Wales Limited” |  

Cytûn is a registered charity | Number: 1117071 

Publication date: 4 January 2018. The next Bulletin will be published early in March 2018. 

mailto:gethin@cytun.cymru
mailto:j.stewart@eauk.org
http://www.hubcymru.org/hub/index.html
https://seneddresearch.blog/2017/12/10/we-provide-impartial-authoritative-information-on-the-latest-topics-under-consideration-at-the-national-assembly-for-wales/
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/research/Pages/research.aspx
mailto:gethin@cytun.cymru

