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HE’S actually Revd Huw 
Anderson, having spent the 

last ten years as a Baptist minister 
working in Italy. He and his wife 
now live in Swansea.
 Before that, he worked in the 
City in investment management. 
So he knows a thing or two about 
finance.
 Now, he is putting those skills 
to work to promote a greater 
understanding of the principles of 
Christian discipleship, encourag-
ing PCCs and Local Ministry Areas 
(LMAs) to identify and then fund 
the resources necessary to fulfill 
their mission.
 But, he stresses, he is neither a 
fundraiser nor a tax collector. And 
stewardship per se is not the first 
priority either.
 “It’s about making people more 
efficient in their use of money…
and giving,” he says. “Our love 
should overflow, like Christ’s; 
we British are too reticent about 
discussing money and expectations 
of giving are so low.
 The question should not be 
“How much should I give?” but 
“How much should I keep? It 
should be a blessing – a way of 
saying thank you to God.”

 Huw’s appointment is the latest 
step along the road towards imple-
menting the diocesan strategy 
for growth, Growing Hope. Huw 
believes the new LMA structure 
will enable churches to think and 
plan more strategically.
 “We shouldn’t always be 
firefighting,” he believes, “rais-
ing money only for emergencies. 
We need to be faith-raising, not 
fund-raising. The focus must be 
on facilitating the mission of the 
church.” 
 His task will be to help the new 
bodies to achieve that and realise 
their broader aspirations.
 But what’s a Baptist minis-
ter doing working for an Anglican 
diocese? “I came home last year 
from Italy expecting to continue 
working as a pastoral leader in 
a local congregation in Wales. 
However the doors did not open 
and when this job opportunity 
arose, it seemed a perfect fit for my 
combined expertise in mission and 
finance”.
 All he has to do is persuade 
sometimes cash-strapped parishes 
of the wisdom of his vision. And 
the only way to do that is face to 
face.

A man with a Mission
Huw Anderson is the new Mission Resources Officer for St Davids, based at the diocesan office in Abergwili

 “I’m going to be out and 
about,” he says. “I’m looking for 
gigs.”

Arrange a visit to your PCC or LMA. 
Email Huw – huwanderson@churchinwales.org.uk

Party at the Palace

THE family day was organised 
by the Children & Youth team 

so that they could meet the Bishop 
in an informal setting. And they 
came by the dozen, young and not 
so young.
 The fun and games actu-
ally took place in the garden of 
the old Bishop’s Palace, now the 
Carmarthenshire County Museum.
Sadly, the unexpected wet weather 
forced those enjoying the festivi-
ties to find shelter under the trees, 

rather than on picnic rugs. But 
it in no way dampened people’s 
enthusiasm.
 The centrepiece of the occa-
sion was provided by the diocesan 
Youth Forum who conducted an 
interview with the Bishop.
It provided some revealing detail: it 
transpires our Bishop is a fan of Dr 
Who and dark Scandinavian police 
dramas; a fan, also, of Loudon 
Wainwright III and husband Adri-
an’s paella.

 Nevertheless, she doubtless 
managed to find something suitable 
on the barbecue.  
 “Today has been an opportunity 
for young people from different 
parts of the diocese to meet up and 
get to know each other, as well as 
the Bishop,” Children and Youth 
Co-ordinator Clare Williams told 
Pobl Dewi, “a chance to share, eat, 
play and pray together.”  

Brollies not parasols were the order of the day when Bishop Joanna welcomed 
the youth of the diocese to Abergwili
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THE April meeting was an 
experiment to see if meet-

ing over a weekend was better for 
members. Bishop John Davies, as 
the Senior Bishop in the absence of 
an Archbishop, served as President 
for this session. 
 It was clear from the Presiden-
tial address that the emphasis for 
this Governing Body (GB) and 
the future was to be on evange-
lism. Following workshops held 
at previous meetings, there was 
a debate and motion to put evan-
gelism back at the heart of the 
Church in Wales. The motion was 
received positively, with many 
members contributing to a lively 
and constructive debate.
 The other major area for this 
session was the contribution of the 

Emphasis on evangelism
It was in Cardiff on 22nd-23rd April that the Governing Body met in the 

grand surroundings of City Hall, as Paul Mackness reports

Provincial Youth Forum, who gave 
a presentation and led the open-
ing worship as well as taking part 
in workshops and discussions with 
members. Our own Children & 
Youth Coordinator, Clare Williams 
brought three representatives from 
the Diocesan Youth Forum who 
took an active part in the presenta-
tions, worship and workshops.
 The new chair of the Provin-
cial Standing Committee, Lis 
Perkins presented the report of the 
Standing Committee, and the 2020 
Vision Implementation Group, 
which had come to the conclu-
sion that it had done as much as it 
could and handed back responsibil-
ity for 2020 Vision to the Standing 
Committee and GB. The Archie-
piscopal See Working Group also 

produced a report recommending 
that there should not be a perma-
nent archiepiscopal see but that 
the present arrangements should 
continue, with the archbishopric 
being held by any of the diocesan 
bishops in their home diocese, not 
necessarily in Llandaff.
 A little more controversial was 
the report of the Cathedrals Review 
to look into the funding, resourc-
ing, governance and use of these 
buildings. Representatives from 
this diocese were not happy about 
some of the recommendations, nor 
the generalisations and errors made 
in the report, which seemed to indi-
cate that all cathedrals were the 

same. Pleas were made for there 
not to be a ‘one-size-fits-all’ model 
to be imposed and that “if it ain’t 
broke don’t fix it”; a greater need 
for consultation, and a correction 
of fact before any further proposals 
came forward.
 A new experimental rite for 
Confirmation was also authorised 
in light of the Bench of Bishops’ 
decision to allow all the baptised 
to receive Holy Communion. This 
will be rolled out later in the year.
 On the whole, the meeting 
was very positive and upbeat with 
a sense of hope for the future. 
Whether or not further week-
end meetings will take place is a 
matter for the Provincial Standing 
Committee – members I spoke to 
had mixed views. Bishop John Davies

EACH year, data is published 
in the Multi-Agency Public 

Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) 
Annual Report, which includes the 
number of registered sex offend-
ers who are required to register 
with the police. A sex offender is an 
individual who has been convicted 
or cautioned for a sexual offence 
committed against an adult or 
a child. Convictions for certain 
offences include a requirement for 
the offender to provide the police 
annually with information includ-
ing their name, address and date of 
birth, giving rise to the term “Sex 
Offenders Register.”
 In the MAPPA report for 2015-
16, published in October 2016, 
there was a total of 52,770 regis-
tered sex offenders in England and 
Wales – a substantial increase from 
the 30,416 in 2006/07, and equates 
to 1 in every 1,000 people in 
England and Wales being currently 
required to register. 
 It is recognised that a signif-
icant number of sex offenders 
living in the community will attend 
church. The Church, as an organ-
isation, is unique in that opens its 
doors to everyone and the Gospel 
message can be instrumental in 
offenders turning their lives around. 
However, the Church in Wales 
(CiW) has a duty of care to ensure 
the safety of all in our worshipping 
communities, especially those who 
are vulnerable, including children 
and adults at risk.
 Section 17 of the CiW Safe-

guarding Policy focusses on 
‘Working with suspected abusers 
and known offenders.’ The Provin-
cial Safeguarding Officer works 
closely with the police, probation, 
and other authorities in manag-
ing the risk posed by any known 
offenders, however it is essential 
that they are notified of any new 
offenders in the congregation. 
 The Safeguarding Officer will 
put into place a ‘Worship Agree-
ment’ with the offender, setting out 
conditions such as only attending 
specified services, not to sit with 
families nor interact with children 
and not to take up any formal role 
or position in the church. 
 Knowledge of a sex offender 
being part of a congregation can 
evoke a range of emotions and 
feelings, and information regard-
ing an offender will only be shared 
on a need to know basis. While 
offenders may seek repentance and 
forgiveness, and faith based initia-
tives such as ‘Circles of Support 
and Accountability’, have been 
successful in reducing reoffending, 
the overriding priority for the CiW 
is to work with statutory agencies 
to manage the risk posed by any 
offenders, and put into place condi-
tions to achieve this objective.

Sex offenders 
and the Church
Uncomfortable as this subject may be, protecting 
the vulnerable in our congregations is a priority, 

says Lynn Rees, Safeguarding Support Officer

“SUT fedrwn ni hau hadau 
gobaith yn ein cymunedau 

a chaniatáu i ddyfroedd bywiol 
Duw eu mwydo er mwyn sicrhau 
tyfiant?” oedd y cwestiwn 
sylfaenol i grŵp o ryw ddeugain 
unigolyn wrth iddynt fynychu 
cynhadledd uniaith Gymraeg ym 
Mae Caerdydd ddechrau mis Mai. 
Cafwyd cynrychiolaeth frwd o 
bob Esgobaeth yng Nghymru 
a hefyd Athrofa Padarn Sant i 
ystyried sut y gall ein trysorau 
gwych ni fel Cymry fod yn 
gyfrwng i ni feithrin tystiolaeth 
Gristnogol fywiog gan yr Eglwys 
yng Nghymru ledled Cymru. 
Roedd pwyslais cadarn ar fod yn 
bositif yn hytrach nag achwyn 
am ddiffygion a dirywiad! Beth 
mae’r Eglwys eisoes yn ei wneud 
sydd yn dda drwy’r Gymraeg a sut 
fedrwn ni wneud mwy o hyn? Sut 
mae dyfroedd bywiol Duw eisoes 
yn byrlymu a sut mae modd agor 
mwy o’n “hanial dir” (i fenthyg 
ymadrodd Pantycelyn) er mwyn 
iddo dderbyn Ei allu adfywiol?
Cawsom gyfle i werthfawrogi 
ein treftadaeth Gristnogol fel 
Cymry a deall sut y mae wedi 
dylanwadu arnom ni ac ar y rhai 
o’n cwmpas. Llifodd ysbrydiaeth 
drwy astudiaethau Beiblaidd 
gwych yn edrych ar bwysigrwydd 
dŵr yn Efengyl Ioan. Cynigwyd 
cyfres o weithdai rhagorol ar 
wahanol agweddau o fywyd yr 
Eglwys, gan gynnwys addoliad, 
cerddoriaeth, deall ein cyd-destun, 
gwasanaethau ein cymunedau, 
efengylu, gweithio gyda 
theuluoedd, ysbrydolrwydd a rhoi 
ein ffydd ar waith dros y bregus. 
Plethwyd yr holl weithgarwch hwn 
at ei gilydd mewn awyrgylch braf 
o weddi ac addoliad. Yno clywsom 
eiriau cyfarwydd y litwrgi ond 
hefyd geiriau newydd creadigol; 

I’r Dyfroedd Byw
Revd Dr Ainlsey Griffiths reports from a Church in Wales conference 
on the Welsh language’s place in the Church’s mission and ministry in 

Wales today

pregethau grymus i’n hannog; 
emynau traddodiadol ochr yn ochr 
â chaneuon cyfoes, gwreiddiol; 
patrymau arferol o weddïo yn 
ogystal â dulliau ffres. Daeth y 
cwbl i ben drwy ddathlu’r Cymun 
Bendigaid, y sacrament rhagorol 
hwnnw sydd, yng ngeiriau’r artist 
David Jones, yn “diddymu amser”. 
 Yn ogystal â mwynhau 
cyfraniad cynrychiolwyr yr 
Eglwys yng Nghymru, cafwyd 
mewnbwn gwerthfawr dros ben 
gan siaradwyr o draddodiadau 
eraill. Roedd hwn yn teimlo 

fel cyfle i ddechrau iacháu 
ymraniadau’r gorffennol a chamu 
dros ein ffiniau enwadol er 
mwyn tyfu’r Deyrnas. Daeth y 
gynhadledd i ben drwy ddatgan 
ein dyhead i fagu hyder ymhlith 
y Cymry wrth i ni wasanaethu 
ein gwlad, i greu adnoddau 
litwrgaidd gwreiddiol yn y 
Gymraeg ac i weithio mewn 
ffordd gydenwadol cymaint â 
phosibl. Gwnawn hyn oll er 
clod i Dduw ac er mwyn sicrhau 
tystiolaeth fywiog yn yr hen iaith 
yn y cenedlaethau sydd i ddod.

Further details of GB business and news are in 
Highlights available in churches or online. 
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THE meetings were called by 
Bishop Joanna – who was not 

on the Bench when the announce-
ment was made – to gauge 
feeling among clergy about the new 
arrangements, which she admitted 
had come as a surprise to her.
 The practice is currently 
optional for a trial period which 
is due to end on Advent Sunday 
whereupon, as things stand, it 
will become obligatory. April’s 
Governing Body meeting approved 
a four-year licence for “experimen-
tal use” of the new rite.
 Many welcomed the move. 
But many were concerned, among 
other things, about the lack of 
consultation with those who had to 
implement it.

Children at the altar rail
Three archidiaconal synods have raised important questions following the Bishops’ 
decision last year that Baptism – and not Confi rmation – should be the gateway to 

receiving Holy Communion.

 On the plus side, some people 
saw it as a new mission oppor-
tunity, a chance to re-think 
discipleship and make the way 
the Church relates to children and 
families more inclusive.
 But there was widespread 
concern over the impact the change 
would have on Confi rmation: does 
it have a future and, if so, what?
 Most agreed that it needs a 
complete re-think, and new prep-
aration materials to refl ect the 
changes. There was a fear that chil-
dren would be less likely to attend 
classes once it ceased to be a path 
to Communion.
 Some were afraid it could 
become irrelevant; others that, if 
it were done well, it could become 

more meaningful with more poten-
tial for teaching and maturing of 
faith.
 Schools were also a worry. 
Inconsistencies around parental 
consent, for example, could lead to 
confusion and exclusion and atti-
tudes might diff er among teachers 
and from school to school.
 And there were fears that the 
changes could harm ecumeni-
cal links, especially in rural areas 
where chapel members attending 
Anglican services –especially chil-
dren – may feel excluded. 
At the end, Bishop Joanna asked 
each meeting for helpful sugges-
tions, as she prepares to relay the 
outcome to the Bench.
 There was general agreement 

that more time was needed for 
discussion with PCCs, lay minis-
ters and people and young people 
themselves, possibly via the dioc-
esan Youth Forum.
 More time was also required to 
consider both liturgical and consti-
tutional implications.

 The Bishop indicated that she 
would be prepared to propose an 
extension to the trial period while 
the matters raised were considered 
further. She will now collate the 
views from all three meetings and 
respond accordingly. 

What is the Archbishop’s 
Electoral College?
The College consists of 3 
clerics and 3 lay members 
from each of the 6 dioceses 
plus the six diocesan bishops. 
Unlike the normal College to 
elect a Diocesan Bishop, no 
diocese in an archiepiscopal 
election has a weighting 
favouring them. Therefore, 
the Electoral College will be 
made up of 42 people from 
across the Province of Wales. 

Who can be Archbishop?
Unlike a Diocesan Election 
where the candidates can 
technically come from 
anywhere in the Anglican 
Communion, for the election 
of the Archbishop of Wales, 
the candidates can only be 
the six serving Diocesan 
Bishops. 

How does someone get 
elected a Bishop?
The Senior Bishop (currently 
John Davies, Bishop of 
Swansea & Brecon) as 
president of the College will 
call for nominations after a 
period of prayer and refl ection 
following a presentation on 
the needs of the Province. 
Once one or more of the 
bishops are nominated, as 
members of the college they 
are asked for their consent 
to be nominated, and then 

Archbishop of Wales: 
the electoral process 

The College of Episcopal Electors will meet in Holy Trinity Church, Llandrindod, 
from 5-7th September to elect the next Archbishop of Wales

they must withdraw from the 
discussion, only returning to 
vote. In order to be elected 
Archbishop, the successful 
nominee must achieve two-
thirds of the votes of the 
whole college (approximately 
29 votes). If, after a vote is 
taken, no candidate achieves 
the necessary votes, then the 
process begins again with 
fresh nominations, which may 
or may not include those who 
had been nominated in the 
previous round.

How long does it last?
The College can take up 
to three days to elect an 
Archbishop. If, however, at 
the end of this it fails to elect, 
then the decision passes to 
the Bench of Bishops who will 
then choose and elect a new 
Archbishop. This has never 
happened so far.

How do we know what is 
happening in the College?
We don’t. The proceedings 
of the Electoral College are 
confi dential. Following an 
introductory celebration of 
the Eucharist (asking for the 
Guidance of the Holy Spirit) on 
the fi rst day, everyone who is 
not a member of the Electoral 
College or a member of the 
provincial staff  administering 
the College is asked to leave 
the Church and the doors 

are locked. Members of the 
Electoral College swear an 
oath not to divulge the contents 
of the Electoral College. The 
fi rst that the Province will 
know about the election of 
a new bishop will be when 
the Senior Bishop and the 
Provincial Secretary emerge 
to make an announcement. 
From that moment we have an 
Archbishop-Elect.

What happens then?
The new Archbishop-Elect 
has a period of grace (28 
days) to refl ect upon taking 
up the appointment and must 
respond positively in writing 
confi rming their acceptance. 
They will then be enthroned 
as Archbishop at a later date, 
remaining Bishop of their own 
diocese.

Why has all this taken so 
long? Didn’t Archbishop 
Barry retire in January?
In order for the Archiepiscopal 
College to be called, there 
have to be six enthroned 
diocesan bishops in place. 
Because the Archbishop 
is also a Diocesan Bishop, 
when Archbishop Barry 
retired the Diocese of 
Llandaff  became vacant and 
so a new bishop had to be 
elected. However, this was 
not straightforward as the 
Electoral College failed to 

elect a bishop in the three 
days allotted to it and so 
the decision passed to the 
Bench of Bishops who have 
subsequently elected the 
Very Revd June Osborne 
(Dean of Salisbury) as Bishop 
of Llandaff . Bishop-Elect June 
will be enthroned on 15th 
July.

If the Electoral College 
proceedings are 
confi dential, why were 
there reports of what 
happened in the Press and 
on the TV? Doesn’t that call 
in to question the whole 
process?
Sadly, it appears that there 
were some Electors at the 
Electoral College for Llandaff  
who seemed to think that it 
was ok to break their oaths 
and disclose discussions and 
proceedings. This means 
that the Standing Committee 
of the Governing Body and 
the Bench of Bishops will 
have to look seriously into 
what happened. There have 
also be calls for the system 
to be changed because of 
this. We will have to wait 
and see what emerges from 
this. However, unlike in a 
normal Electoral College 
where only the college know 
who was nominated and 
who were candidates, in an 
Archiepiscopal election we 
do at least know who the 
potential candidates are – the 
current diocesan bishops.

How do I become an 
Episcopal Elector?
If you are hoping to be 
an elector in this election 
then sadly you are too late. 

Episcopal Electors are 
elected every three years 
from across the diocese. The 
current triennium comes to an 
end on 31 December 2019. 
During the period leading up 
to the College, and during 
it, please use the following 
prayer:

Almighty God, the giver 
of every good gift: look 
graciously, we beseech thee, 
on thy Church, and so guide 
with thy heavenly wisdom the 
minds of those to whom is 
committed the choice of an 
Archbishop for this Province 
of Wales that we may receive 
a faithful Pastor, who shall 
feed thy fl ock and make ready 
a people acceptable to thee; 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen  

Revd Caroline Mansell
to transfer from Curate in 
Charge to become Priest 
in Charge in the Parish of 
Begelly w Ludchurch & East 
Williamston, 7 May 2017

Appointment
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A ‘CHURCH-LED’ funeral 
holds the story of a person’s 

life within the greater story of 
salvation and hope. Even for fami-
lies who describe themselves as 
not religious, the church’s message 
that death is not the end comes as a 
huge comfort. 
 Over the next two decades, the 
number of deaths is set to increase 
significantly as the ‘baby boom 
generation’ faces death. It’s a 
generation that does things differ-
ently – and there are more choices 
than ever. 
 There are also big changes in 
the way people plan and talk about 

Endings and beginnings
“We do good funerals”, says Revd Juliet Stevenson, a vicar who last year won Celebrant of the Year 
at the Good Funeral Awards. Her comment wasn’t just referring to her church, but to church-led 
funerals everywhere. The Church in Wales, like the Church of England, has the privilege of drawing 
alongside those who are facing their final journey and those who grieve. In this third in her series of 
Life Events articles, Sandra Millar says the end of one life can signal the beginning of a relationship 

with those left behind

death and funerals. Confidence in 
having conversations about death 
is an emerging change in Brit-
ish culture, and one with which 
the church is brilliantly placed to 
engage. Emerging ‘death cafes’ are 
safe spaces where this can happen. 
The Church of England offers its 
own version, called GraveTalk, but 
any church can use this format.
 The Church of England’s 
research showed that people no 
longer realise that everyone can ask 
for a church-led funeral, and that it 
can be highly personalised. This 
personal touch is hugely important 
to families, as is a funeral that runs 

smoothly without mistakes. The 
good news is that the church can 
offer this, and more. 
 Christian hope can be shared in 
a church, at a crematorium, at a grave-
side or in a woodland burial site. We 
give thanks for a unique life, sharing 
their story, using poems, enabling 
tributes from family members and 
friends, alongside significant pieces 
of music and songs. 
 It is the funeral director who 
will talk families through their 
options, including the choice of 
celebrant, so clergy need excel-
lent working relationships with 
local funeral directors. In practice, 

this means a shared desire to serve 
bereaved families, being easy to 
contact, flexible and professional. 
 For a church-led funeral, the 
service itself is not the end. For as 

long as families need us, whether 
it’s through special services or to 
simply light a candle, the local 
church community is there – to 
talk, listen and pray.

For more information about GraveTalk and doing funerals well, visit 
www.churchsupporthub.org/funerals

HAVE you come across the 
DCSR before? This is the 

acronym for the Diocesan Council 
for Social Responsibility. I know 
you’re put off immediately! I can 
almost hear many of you shouting 
– “Can`t stand committees”, “Not 
another talking shop!” But do you 
really know what the DCSR does? 

The DCSR was registered as a 
charity in 1965 and is made up 
of trustees, elected and co-opted 
members. The Social Responsibil-
ity Officer (vacant), is employed to 
implement the policies formulated 
by the council and works closely 
with the manager of the DCSR’s 
main project Plant Dewi.
 The council, which meets six 
times a year, aims to stimulate, 
develop and sustain Christian 
social action across the diocese, 
doing so practically in many ways 
as the church aims to respond to the 
need of our broken communities. 
It seeks to ensure the develop-
ment of Plant Dewi as a project 

which strives to reflect the King-
dom values of Christ our Lord. It 
also works alongside the Tir Dewi 
project, supporting its staff and 
volunteers to assist the farming 
community and individual farm-
ing families in times of crisis. The 
DCSR aims to improve commu-
nication with parishes to provide 
a cohesive database of helplines 

The DCSR needs YOU!
How many people know what the letters ‘DCSR’ stand for, wonders Delyth Wilson 

equipping us with the tools we 
need to identify areas of concern 
and enabling us to respond in a 
non-judgmental way. 
 As social responsibility is an 
integral part of mission, the diocese 
hopes, in the near future, to appoint 
a full time Social Responsibil-
ity Officer (SRO) and give social 
responsibility the prominence it 
deserves. Our Lord met women, 
men and children at their point of 
need and He calls each one of us 
to have His heart and love for our 
neighbour. 
 There are exciting times ahead 
as we prayerfully move forward 
researching the possibility of new 
opportunities with the elderly and 
as we aim to be proactive in engag-

ing and working collaboratively 
with organisations, on a local and 
national level.
 Rather than being ignored, 
misunderstood or regarded as the 
poor relation, the DCSR needs 
to be valued as a vital part of the 
mission of the Church. We are not 
a talking shop – 
“Dear children, let us not love with 
words or speech but with actions 
and in truth.” (1 John 3.18)

If you are interested in joining the DCSR, please visit 
http://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/life/socialresp/ 

for a list of vacancies. 

Priests
Revd Joel Barder, 
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Rectorial Benefice of Tenby & 
Caldey LMA

Revd Beth Davies, NSM(L) 
Assistant Curate, Grouped 
Parish of Llandysul w Bangor 
Teifi & Llanfairorllwyn w 
Llangynllo

Revd Terence Davis, 
NSM(L) Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of Llanilar 
w Rhostie & Llangwyryfon 
w Llanfihangel Lledrod & 
Llanwnnws 

Revd Alun Evans, 
Stipendiary Assistant 
Curate, United Parish of 
Haverfordwest & Camrose & 
Haverfordwest LMA

Revd Edward Lebrun 
Powell, 
Stipendiary Assistant 
Curate, United Parish of 
Haverfordwest & Camrose & 
Haverfordwest LMA

Revd Gaynor Jones-Higgs, 
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish of St Peter’s 
Carmarthen & Abergwili & 
Capel-y-Groes

Revd Dr Caroline Jones, 
NSM(L), Assistant Curate, 
Llanegwad w Llanfihangel-
uwch-Gwili & Tywi Cothi LMA

Revd Aled Lewis, NSM 
Assistant Curate, Grouped 
Parish of Tregaron w Ystrad 
Meurig & Strata Florida & 
Blaenpennal & Lampeter LMA

Revd Capt Rob Lowe, 
NSM(L) Assistant Curate, 
United Parish of Llanelli and 
Bro Lliedi LMA

Revd Lynn Rees, NSM 
Assistant Curate Grouped 
Parish of Llanbadarn Fawr & 
Elerch Penrhyncoch & Capel 
Bangor & Bro Padarn LMA

Revd Marc Walford, 
Stipendiary Assistant Curate, 
Grouped Parish Llanstadwel 
& Burton & Rosemarket & 
Llannau Cleddau LMA

Deacons
Susan Barnett, NSM(L) 
Assistant Curate, Letterston 
w Llanfair Nant-y-Gof 
& Puncheston w Little 
Newcastle & Castle Bythe & 
Pencaer LMA

Adam Bruce, NSM Assistant 
Curate, Llan-llwch & 
Llangynog & Llansteffan

Jim Flanagan, Stipendiary 
Assistant Curate, Pembrey 
w Llandyry & Glannau Tywyn 
LMA

Gaynor Ford, NSM(L) 
Assistant Curate, Dale & St 
Brides w Marloes & Hasguard 
w St Ishmael’s & West Roose 
LMA

Wyn Maskell, NSM(L) 
Assistant Curate, Carmarthen 
St David

Jonathan Parker, Stipendiary 
Assistant Curate, Fishguard 
& Goodwick Group and 
Pencaer LMA

Ordinations at St Davids Cathedral, 24 June 2017

We keep all those ordained in our prayers
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OVER 160 delegates from all 
around the province spent a 

day together hearing some inspir-
ing stories of people who have 
recently come to faith. 
 At the beginning of the day 
more than 30 people got to their 
feet to indicate that they knew 
someone in Wales who had become 
a Christian in the last 12 months. 
 Among the platform speak-
ers was John Hibberd, Mission 
Development Officer in the Shef-
field Diocese. His theme was 
how to make evangelism into an 
enterprise for the whole church. 
Neville Willerton, National Oper-
ations Manager of the Church 
Army spoke about their recently 
launched DARE (doing, advo-
cating, resourcing and enabling 
evangelism) strategy, and Bishop 
Andy John shared something of the 
joys and sorrows associated with 
evangelism in Wales. 
 Other highlights of the day 

Evangelising Wales
Did you know that 67% of people know a practising Christian, 
and what is more they think highly of them? The most frequently 
made comments are that they are friendly, caring and good-
humoured. This was the kind of information that was highlighted 
at the recent Evangelising Wales conference held in Aberystwyth 

in March, as Stuart Bell reports 

included an interview with author 
and historian, David Ceri Jones, 
looking at the way in which the 
Spirit of God has led Christians in 
Wales to engage in evangelism in 
past generations. 
 The opportunity to visit the 
displays and stalls of some 13 
highly motivated ministries from 
around Wales was also particu-
larly enjoyable. Among the most 
thrilling was a group of young men 
from Newport who are involved in 
the Lab missional community, and 
Message Wales from Cardiff who 
are currently mentoring some 150 
young evangelists.
 Here’s another challeng-
ing statistic from the conference. 
Did you know that 54% of non-
Christians who know a Christian, 
have not had a conversation with 
this person about faith in Jesus? 
Let’s get on with it and have that 
conversation.

A CORE group met weekly at 
Ministry Team Leader Jona-

than Copus’s house to discuss 
popular Lenten hymns, their 
history, their Biblical basis, and 
their relevance today – and then to 
sing them with renewed insight.
 Jonathan (pictured at the piano) 
admits he went a bit overboard 
with the technology in his home 
studio. ‘But you don’t have to have 
a hanging garden of microphones,’ 
he says: ‘you could use your 
mobile phone, or huddle round a 
laptop with a few friends.’
 And that’s exactly what Ted 
and Eunice from Hermon did, 
inviting neighbour Eleanor to join 
them. ‘We could just chip in when-
ever we felt like it,’ says Eunice. ‘It 

was like being in the same room as 
everyone else.’
 ‘As attendances shrink in 
rural areas, perhaps we shouldn’t 

become desperate but diasporate,’ 
quips Jonathan. ‘The church of the 
future – like a growing number of 
other communities – may be scat-
tered geographically but close-knit 
online.’
 So what’s next? ‘Podcast 
Sunday services, so the housebound 
can really feel part of the worship-
ping fellowship. And everyone can 
benefit from my sermons.’
 Or, of course, turn the sound 
down. 

The Skype’s the limit
With rural congregations ageing and many members becoming 
less mobile, the number of people able or willing to drive to an 
evening meeting is diminishing. Anxious not to exclude such folk, 
Cylch y Frenni LMA shared its Lent study course this year with 

satellite ‘hubs’ and even individuals via Skype™. 

WE are a group of very differ-
ent people varying in 

background, age and calling. At 
our last meeting, for instance, we 
had those pursuing a calling to the 
ordained ministry, one of whom 
was a youngster in his late teens, 
but also those who felt called but 
knew that it was not to ordination. 

called to?” and so on. I think we are 
discovering that there are no stere-
otypical callings; they all seem as 
individual as each person’s own 
walk with God.
 One of the major benefits of 
meeting together, apart from the 
obvious one of mutual support, is 
that the whole subject of calling is 

highlighted and when a person is 
invited to one of these lunches the 
question of calling becomes more 
prominent in their mind.
 We pray that, as we continue 
this work, many will come to know 
the joy of discovering and pursuing 
their call.

There are no stereotypical callings
The Aberystwyth branch of the Fellowship of Vocation meets every couple of months to encourage 

people in their vocation, whatever that may be. Sally Farah enjoys the meetings

Roger Nock was commissioned as Focal Minister to the Parish of 
St Teilo, Brechfa, with St Michael, Llanfihangel Rhos-y-Corn, on 
12th March at St Teilo’s Brechfa. Pictured l to r: Revd Canon Sian 
Jones, Revd Lyn Chambers, Roger Nock, Ven Roger Hughes, 
Revd Rhobert Pattinson, Paul Wilson, Reader, and Revd Delyth 

Wilson

One had a strong sense that God 
wanted them to look into a heal-
ing ministry, another felt called to 
minister to Middle Eastern women. 
And then there were others at the 
very beginning of their calling 
journey having a sense of some-
thing but not quite sure what.
 We usually start our meetings 
with a meal, giving opportunity 
for people to interact with, and 
offer support to, each other. Time is 
also given to prayer, either as one 
group or smaller groups to pray 
for ourselves. Sometimes we bring 
in a guest to discuss their calling, 
and we fire numerous questions 
at them: “How did you know you 
were called?”, “What were you 

Sally Farah
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WHAT’S ON AT 
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL . . .

Deanery Offi  ce Tel: 01437 720202 or email info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk
www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk                 Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 

Cloister gallery exhibitions
6th June to 19th June    Audrey Johns 
20th June to 3rd July    David Hoskin
8th July to 17th July    Victoria Reynolds
18th July to 31st July    Heather Bennett
1st August to 14th August   Andrew Bailey
15th August to 28th August   Dafydd Wyn Richards 
29th August to 11th September   Riitta Sinkkonen Davies 
12th September to 25th September Jude Howells – photography

Concerts
Saturday 10th June, 12 noon   Adamas Voces

Friday 30th June, 7.30pm    Goodwick Brass Band (TBC)

Friday 7th July, 7.30pm    Ysgol Dewi Sant Ensemble

Wednesday 12th July, 7.30pm  Summer Concert Series, St Davids Cathedral Choir

Saturday 15th July, 7pm   Dyfed Choir, Festival Chorus 
          and British Sinfonieta Concert

Wednesday 19th July, 7.30pm  Summer Concert Series, Organ Recital David Enlow,
          Church of the Resurrection, New York

Friday 21st July, 7.30pm   Summer Concert Series, 
          Choir of University College, Durham

Wednesday 26th July, 7.30pm  Fishguard Festival Concert 
          Welsh National Opera Orchestra

Wednesday 2nd August, 7.30pm Summer Concert Series, Organ Recital Aaron Shilson, 
          St Davids Cathedral

Friday 4th August, 7.30pm  Fishguard Festival Concert 
          National Youth Orchestra of Wales (TBC)

Tuesday 8th August, 12 noon  Dodecantus

Wednesday 9th August, 7.30pm Summer Concert Series, 
          American Harp Youth Ensemble

Saturday 12th August, 7.30pm Côr Meibion De Cymru

Wednesday 16th August, 7.30pm  Summer Concert Series, Choir Concert: Vox Cantab

Friday 18th August, 7.30pm  Sally Heath charity piano concert

Wednesday 23rd August, 7.30pm Summer Concert Series, Organ Recital, 
          Dr William Reynolds, St Mary’s Church, Swansea

Wednesday 30th August, 7.30pm Summer Concert Series, Organ Recital Simon Pearce,
          St Davids Cathedral

Saturday 2nd September  Evensong, sung by the choir of St Peter’s Church, 
          Winchcombe

Sunday 3rd September  Mattins & Evensong, sung by the choir of St Peter’s
          Church, Winchcombe

Wednesday 6th Sept, 7.30pm Summer Concert Series, A Recital of German Leider 
         & English Song Luke Phillips, Tenor

Wednesday 13th Sept, 7.30pm  Summer Concert Series, St Davids Cathedral Choir

 Forthcoming Events 
at Tŷ’r Pererin

Retreat Day: Friday 21st July, 10am-4pm 
Through the eyes of children: time to step back and wonder, 
see the world afresh as a child does and respond to God 
led by Mrs Catherine Hammond. We invite a donation of £5, 
which includes drinks. Lunch may be taken in the Refectory 
or bring a packed lunch.

Friday Pilgrimage: every Friday throughout August, 
10.30am-12.30pm 

Visit the birthplace of St David, hear stories and refl ections 
and view the ancient ruins as you walk a route from the 
coast path to the cathedral. This is a short guided walk. Meet 
outside Oriel y Parc at 10:30am. We fi nish at the cathedral 
where participants may like to stay for ‘Prayers at the Shrine’ 
at 12 noon.

Family Events
Suggested donation of £1 per child for all events 

Cathedral Explorers: Tuesdays in August, 11am-4pm 
An interactive cathedral trail suitable for children aged 5-11 
and families. Explore the cathedral, wonder at the structure, 
listen to the stories, collect your own tracings and make a 
treasure box. As you travel collect the clues to solve the 
mystery. 

Find the Little Things: Thursdays in August, 11am-4pm 
An activity for all the family in and around the cathedral. Pick 
up a leafl et from the cathedral and begin a traditional treasure 
hunt. Those of you feeling more adventurous can try the 
geocache route. Once you have collected all the ‘little things’ 
St David’s Shrine will reveal its story! 

 Cathedral Adventure Pack: July & August 
Dress up in a monk’s habit; wear a pilgrim’s shell and play 
cathedral I-Spy. When you have fi nished collect your sticker 
and take the quiz home with you to remember your visit. Pick 
up a bag from the basket near the door and start exploring. 

More information & to book a place
Tel: 01437 729151 

education@stdavidscathedral.org.uk                                                                                  
www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk   

Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 

                                                                                  

This year’s exhibition will be launched by the Dean, 
Very Revd Jonathan Lean, at 

St David’s Cathedral at 4pm on Friday 16th June
and will run until 31st July at: 

St David’s Cathedral; St Hywel, Llanhywel; 
St Nicholas, St Nicholas village; Holy Martyrs, Mathry; 

St Rhian, Llanrhian; St Gwyndaf, Llanwnda; 
St Brynach, Pontfaen; St David, Llanychaer; 

St Giles, Letterston; St Peter’s, Little Newcastle; 
All Saints, Little Haven; St James the Great, Walwyns 

Castle; St Peter, Marloes and St James, Dale. 

The “Faith Trail” in the title is a reference to the paths used 
in ancient times by pilgrims going to St David’s Cathedral 
and the works refl ect the artists’ interaction with the sacred 
space and its environs. 

More information at www.art-on-the-faith-trail.co.uk 
or contact Canon Sarah Geach: sgeach@btinternet.com;

 tel 07901673781
Come and enjoy a diversity of artistic talent

in a variety of sacred places

ART ON 
THE FAITH TRAIL 
2017
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Graveyard phrases/
Termau ar gerrig beddau

Many visitors come to our diocese on a quest for 
information about their ancestors, or as part of their 
research into family trees. To help those who do not speak 
Welsh, Eluned Rees provides translations of some of the 
more commonly-used phrases which can be found on 

gravestones, plaques and memorial windows 

Er cof am – in memory of / i gofio’n dyner am – to remember dearly
Er cof annwyl – in dear memory
Ganwyd – born
Bu farw – died
Y plwyf hwn – this parish/o’r plwyf hwn – of this parish
Unig blentyn – only child
Hefyd – also
Gŵr – husband, gwraig – wife, mab – son, merch – daughter
I gofio am – to remember
Eu plant – their children
Mlwydd oed – aged
Ei briod – his wife/ ei phriod – her husband
Tad/mam tyner/hoff/ffyddlon – gentle/beloved/devoted father/mother
Rhoddwyd gan – given by
Gorffwys – rest
Hedd perffaith hedd – Peace perfect peace

AS an entity, the Bishop’s 
Park is recognised as being 

of national importance, but it 
is in divided ownership and 
management, made worse by the 
all-too familiar lack of money for 
maintenance.
 Enter the Welsh Historic 
Gardens Trust, skilled in initiating 
the rescue and restoration of such 
places as Middleton (the National 
Botanic Garden), Aberglasney and 
the great picturesque landscape at 
Hafod, all within this diocese. Now 
there’s a fourth and, like the others, 
an independent charity. 

Bishop’s Park 
Restoration

The Bishop’s Park at Abergwili comprises the pleasure gardens 
for the one-time Bishop’s Palace, now the Carmarthenshire 
County Museum, together with the walled kitchen garden, the 
Great Meadow and parts of the Bishop’s Pond. Michael Norman, 
Trustee of the Tywi Gateway Project, looks forward to welcoming 

visitors and any offers of involvement

 Our vision is that, with the 
County Museum at its heart, the 
Tywi Gateway Trust will reunite, 
revitalise and manage the Park, 
with community benefit at the top 
of the agenda. 
 Backed by a development grant 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund the 
Trust is planning the restoration 
programme, a key feature being 
reinstating access throughout the 
Park. 
 The walled garden was mapped 
in 1796 and is probably much 
earlier. It produced prize-winning 
fruit and vegetables in the late 
1800s, but gradually fell out of 
use during the later 20th century. 
Surveys by the Dyfed Archaeologi-
cal Trust – most recently in March 
when the garden was revealed to 
public view for the first time in 
decades and Bishop Joanna opened 
the new door – will inform its 
repair and future uses, including 
traditional horticulture and outdoor 
learning.
 Over the garden wall is the 
Great Meadow, a floodplain pasture 
alongside the ox-bow lake, the 
Bishop’s Pond. The meadow is men- 
tioned in medieval documents and 
by the mid-1800s it formed an 
extension of the designed landscape 
around the Palace. In co-operation 
with the tenant the Trust hopes to 
return it to traditional management 

as a hay meadow and to lay out a 
perimeter footpath.
 Meanwhile the Trust will 
continue to work closely with the 
Church, especially with the parish 
church of St David (John Mason, 
a member of the PCC, is a trus-
tee) and Llys Esgob, both very 
close neighbours. Bishop Wyn has 

graciously agreed to be the Trust’s 
President.
 There is free entry to the Park, 
which is open all year round, and 
Carmarthenshire Museum, which 
is open 10am-4.30pm, Tuesday 
to Saturday. There is also ample 
parking. 

More information at http://tywigateway.org.uk/ 

NOWADAYS, we are increas-
ingly using information from 

websites or online advertising 
when planning a trip or holiday. 
This new App (North Pembroke-
shire Churches) provides all that, 
and interacts with us once we are 
in the area.
 It relies on a beacon that runs 
on Bluetooth LE (low energy), 
which transmits a signal over a 
5-150m range and is linked to a 
digital platform, which displays 
information. This information can 
easily be updated and push noti-
fications sent to anyone with the 
App. It works on both Apple and 
Android devices and, once down-
loaded on to a network, is cached 
on your phone so needs no signal. 

A ‘smart’ answer to 
‘What shall we visit today?’

Sarah Geach explains how a new App encourages visitors to explore the churches 
of North Pembrokeshire.

 We, the Diocesan Tourism 
Group, have been looking at how 
to connect churches to the increas-
ing number of visitors who rely 
on digital devices. So, we invited 
Tom Pert from People’s Collection 
Wales, who are collaborating with 
digital firm Locly to develop this 
technology, to make a presentation 
to the group. We also invited Alex 
Glanville, from the Representa-
tive Body of the Church in Wales, 
to join us. It soon became clear 
the exciting contribution this App 
could make in welcoming visitors 
to churches, linking churches to 
other tourism providers in an area, 
and giving valuable information on 
how visitors respond to their visit. 
 As a result a pilot project was 
set up to focus on the cathedral and 
18 rural churches in North Pembro-
keshire, namely Solva, Whitchurch, 
Brawdy, Llanhowell, Llanrhian, 
Mathry, St Nicholas, Grandston, 
Jordanston, Manorowen, Llan-
wnda, Goodwick, Fishguard, 
Llanychaer, Pontfaen, Puncheston, 
Little Newcastle and Letterston. 
 Each of these was given a small 
beacon and digitally produced a 
series of ‘cards’ with information 
about their church and community 
to upload. The information and 
approach provided by each parish 
is varied and ranges from the 
history of the building, to commu-
nity events, to times of worship 
and notable features such as a holy 
well or stained glass window. The 
App also provides a map and direc-
tions to the church nearest to you. 
The project is being funded by the 

Church in Wales with a view to 
making this technology available 
to all churches throughout Wales. 
 From the end of June North 
Pembrokeshire Churches became 
available to download globally! 
Please take a look, and explore 
this new approach to faith tour-
ism. If you can visit the churches 
even better, or if you want further 
information please contact me: 
sgeach@btinternet.com
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THERE are at least 2,000 
springs, wells and medici-

nal spas in Wales. Many date 
back to early Christian times 
and before. They have inspired a 
fascinating array of folk cultures, 
mythology traditions and beliefs. 
They are often a significant mark 
of local distinctiveness and cultural 
identity.
 In areas across Wales, local 
groups have restored some of these 
wells, releasing their potential in 
terms of sense of place, research 
into historical and cultural history 
and reviving local traditions.
 Well Being is a partnership of 
Keep Wales Tidy, Dyfed Archae-

logical Trust (linking with the other 
three trusts in Wales), Phil Cope 
(author, photographer and inter-
national expert on Wells), Glenn 
Davidson (leader in community 
interpretation and digital develop-
ment) and John Winton (formerly 
of Churches Tourism Network 
Wales and Sanctaidd)
 Initially, the Well Being project 
will work to conserve and promote 
25 wellspring sites in The Llyn 
Peninsula, Pembrokeshire, and 
the Brecon Beacons. The aim is to 
see the sites being used as inspira-
tional projects. There will be strong 
encouragement to engage with a 
wide range of communities, church 

groups, schools and businesses.
 Some training will be offered 
to help people research, record, 
sympathetically renovate and cele-
brate their local wellsprings.
The criteria for selecting wells for 
the full project will be developed 
during the current development 
phase, which has been largely 
funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. This work will inform a 
second application to HLF for the 
delivery of the project from 2018 
onwards.
 An initial meeting has been 
held with the St Davids Diocesan 
Tourism group. We welcome inter-
est from individuals and groups 
from Pembrokeshire and they 
should, in the first instance, contact 
John Winton on 07815 062040 or 
john@cistercianway.wales 

Well Being
Sacred springs, holy wells and medicinal spas of Wales
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BETWEEN the rivers Teifi and 

Gwaun, the ancient hundred of 
Cemais has been home to Pembro-
keshire settlers from earliest 
Prehistoric times. It was here that 
Neolithic farmers and Bronze Age 
and Iron age warriors settled, quar-
rying the bluestone Preseli hills 
and rearing cattle for drovers to 
take into Wessex for the builders of 
Stonehenge. Here came the Chris-
tian pilgrim missionaries in the 5th 
and 6th centuries, seeking a place 
from where they could spread the 
Gospel, followed by the Normans, 
with their feudal hierarchies. And 
now we hope that today’s pilgrims 
will follow in their footsteps to 
enjoy, and participate in, the spir-
itual legacy they left to us.
 The Cemais route follows the 
Teifi between St David’s Church, 
Manordeifi, St Llawddog’s, Cil- 
gerran and Llandudoch, each asso-
ciated with the early church and 
the 11th and 12th century strug-

gles for political supremacy in 
the region. The influence of the 
FitzMartin dynasty is strong here. 
Robert FitzMartin of Nevern had a 
particular impact on St Dogmael’s 
with his importation of 13 monks 
from Tiron in 1113, supplant-
ing the ancient ‘Clas’ Community 
of Llandudoch, traces of which 
remain in the seven early Christian 
carved stones, still to be seen in the 
museum and the present Church of 
St Thomas.
 The pilgrim journey moves on 
across the rich lands of the Moyle-
grove peninsula to St Nicholas’, 
Monington, and St Andrew’s, 
Moylegrove, both small gems of 
Victorian architecture designed 
by R J Withers in the 1860’s. 
By contrast St Andrew’s church, 
Bayvil, is austere, with 18th century 
domestic windows, three tiered 
pulpit and painted box pews. 
 Then we are back in the coun-
try of St Brynach, host to St David 

Pilgrimage
in Cemais

Anne Eastham highlights the new Saints and Stones trail, 
which features Cardigan Bay’s ancient history

Leaflets for Saints and Stones trails are available in 
the churches or visit www.saintsandstones.co.uk 

on his way to the synod at Lland-
dewi Brefi, and at the end of his 
personal search for a spiritual 
home at Nevern. His own legend-
ary history has been enhanced by 
succeeding centuries. 
 From Nevern, still surrounded 
by its sheltered sanctuary beside 
the Afon Nanhyfer, the pilgrim 

walks on past the Knights 
Templar’s Grange at Berry Hill, 
across the bridge over the Nevern 
and along the coast path to Cwm 
Yr Eglwys with its storm-battered 
Church. A short step or car ride and 

the pilgrim has arrived at the Lady 
Stone above Dinas and may follow 
the route of the Pilgrims of the sea 
to arrive at his destination before 
the saint’s shrine in St David’s 
Cathedral.

Just a short walk from the city and cathedral of 
St Davids, and owned by the Diocesan Board 
of Finance, Penlan has been converted into two 
luxury holiday lets. The farmhouse sleeps 8 and 

the cottage sleeps up to 6. 

Penlan Farmhouse & Cottage

Full details from 
Coastal Cottages of Pembrokeshire

www.penlancottagepembs.co.uk
www.penlanfarmhousepembs.co.uk

Tel: 01437 765765

Cyfraniadau ar gyfer 
Pobl Dewi

Y mae croeso i erthyglau oddi wrth ddarllenwyr, ac yn arbennig 
cyfraniadau Cymraeg.

Dylid anfon erthyglau at y Golygydd: Tessa Briggs
editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk

neu fe ellir postio ffotograffau ynghyd â 50 o eiriau at:

Pobl Dewi,
Swyddfa’r Esgobaeth, Abergwili, Caerfyrddin, SA31 2JG

wedi’u nodi at sylw ‘Y Golygydd’
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Growing Hope
Meithrin Gobaith

Growing Hope

WRTH i’n hesgobaeth 
barhau i a sefydlu datblygu 

ardaloedd gweinidogaeth 
mae’n siŵr ei bod yn dod yn 
fwy ac yn fwy amlwg fod hyn 
yn golygu newid sylweddol 
yn ein ff ordd o feddwl ac o 
wneud pethau. Mae’r patrymau 
gweinidogaeth a gwasanaethu 
sydd wedi bod yn gymharol 
gyson dros y blynyddoedd 
yn cael eu hailstrwythuro a’u 
hailddychymgu fel rhan o’n 
strategaeth Meithrin Gobaith.
 Mae’r newid hwn yn mynd 
i gyff wrdd â phawb sydd yn 
rhan o’n cymunedau eglwysig 
ac mae hynny’n cynnwys y 
gweinidogion. I raddau helaeth 
mae’r gweinidogion hynny – 
ordeiniedig yn ogystal â lleyg 

– wedi bod yn gweithio ar eu 
pennau eu hunain. Ond fel mae 
ein strategaeth yn dweud am y 
weinidogaeth, “Fyddwn ni ddim 
yn gweithio’n eff eithiol heb 
gydlyniad, cefnogaeth y naill i’r 
llall a rhannu profi adau, syniadau 
a mewnwelediad.” I wneud hynny 
mae’n rhaid dysgu beth yw hi i 
rannu a chyd-weithio mewn tîm.
 Sefydlwyd Ardal Weinidogaeth 
Leol Bro Padarn – sy’n cynnwys 
plwyfi  i’r gogledd a’r dwyrain 
o Aberystwyth – yn 2016. Wrth 
sefydlu’r ardal weinidogaeth 
ff urfi wyd hefyd tîm gweinidogaeth 
newydd yn cynnwys gweinidogion 
ordeiniedig llawn amser, di-dâl 
a lleol, ynghyd â gweinidogion 
lleyg trwyddedig a chlerigion 
wedi ymddeol. Os oedd aelodau’r 

tîm newydd hwn i gefnogi 
ei gilydd a rhannu profi adau, 
syniadau a mewnwelediad 
roedd yn rhaid deall a dysgu 
sut fyddai hynny’n digwydd.
 Felly o dan gyfarwyddyd 
arweinydd yr ardal weinidogaeth, 
y Parchedig Andrew Loat, 
gwahoddwyd yr holl weinidogion 
i fod yn rhan o’r cwrs Growing 
teams. Datblygwyd y cwrs hwn 
yn wreiddiol gan esgobaeth yn 
Lloegr ac fe’i mabwysiadwyd 
gan Dyddewi fel dull o ddysgu 
sut gall grŵp o unigolion 

Rhai o aelodau tîm gweinidogaeth Ardal Weinidogaeth Leol 
Bro Padarn yn cwrdd yn Neuadd yr Eglwys, Penrhyn-coch

feithrin a datblygu perthynas 
fel tîm. Seiliwyd y cwrs ar 
ganfyddiadau’r Athro John Adair 
sydd gyda’r academydd mwyaf 
blaenllaw ar sut mae arweinwyr 
a thimoedd yn gweithio.
 Dwi’n siŵr y byddai’r rhan 
fwyaf ohonom yn ystyried y rhan 
fwyaf o’r hyn a ddysgir ar y cwrs 
fel ‘synnwyr cyff redin’. Roedd y 
cwrs yn cynnwys pum sesiwn ac 
fe’u harweiniwyd gan wahanol 

aelodau’r tîm. Yr hyn a wnaeth 
y profi ad yn un gwerthfawr oedd 
ein bod, fel gweinidogion yn 
yr ardal weinidogaeth, yn dod i 
adnabod ein gilydd yn well, deall 
ein gilydd yn well, ac yn dysgu 
beth yw cryfderau a chyfraniad 
pawb i’r tîm. A hynny er mwyn 
ein galluogi i gyd-weithio yn fwy 
eff eithiol er mwyn, gyda chymorth 
Duw, bod yn rhan adfywio’n 
heglwysi ac adnewyddu pobl.

THE theme of death and resur-
rection fi ts well with the fact 

that, over the next generation, the 
old ways of “being church” may 
need to die, but new forms can arise 
that will reinvigorate the Church.
 The highlight of this confer-
ence was James Henley’s 
keynote address, with its under-
lying message that we need to be 
prepared to rethink what it means 
to be “church”. A formal service in 

The need to move from 
projects to presence

Remembering that the Church is the body of Christ’s people, not 
the buildings, it seemed highly appropriate to be discussing new 
forms of worshipping Christian communities during the season 
of Easter. Robert Wilkinson reports from the third in the series of 

Growing Hope conferences, held on 6th May 

a special building is not the only 
valid form.
 He reminded us that, at the 
recent Governing Body meeting, 
Bishop John Davies warned us that 
“If we do what we have always 
done, we will get what we have 
always got” and that this is not 
adequate to sustain, let alone grow, 
the Church. The society in which 
we are working has changed, so we 
don’t even get what we used to get! 
James followed this by giving us 
three fundamental changes that we 
need to make. 
 Firstly, we need to take ‘church’ 
out to the world rather than trying 
to draw people into the church 
building. The church building is 
an alien place and one of the small 
group speakers said that only one 
in twenty people will respond to 
invitations to join us. 
 Secondly, we need to be a 
presence, actively involved in the 
community, rather than having 
projects to try and increase church 
attendance. 
 Thirdly, we need to fi t into 
the context of our society, rather 
than trying to be contemporary. 
Being contemporary moves people 
from one congregation to another 

without reaching those whom we 
should reach. James advocated 
listening to the Holy Spirit and 
then forming communities, outside 
our buildings, that explore disciple-
ship together and should develop 
into churches that can repeat this 
process. He illustrated all of these 
changes from his work at The Lab, 
which encourages experimental 
forms of church and mission in and 
around Newport.
 Most of the rest of the day was 
given over to small group work-
shops. We each attended two of the 
ten workshops on off er and looked 
at examples of what is being done 
to put these principles into prac-
tice, such as working with children, 
community involvement and other 
specifi c situations. 

THIS course, ‘Leading Your 
Church into Growth’ (LYCiG), 

and the hotel accommodation, were 
paid for by the diocese, who clearly 
regard church growth as a top 
priority – because growth means 
that more people are being trans-
formed by God’s love – and hence 
the world is transformed, too.
 It’s too easy to wring our hands 
at falling church attendance but, 
listening to the upbeat message 
of Ven Bob Jackson, we all came 
away feeling more optimistic and 
with practical ideas. 
 Growth doesn’t just mean 
more church members, but more 
committed members. We can no 

Is your church going places 
or simply ticking over?

Over 50 people from around the diocese spent 3 days in a Tenby 
hotel learning how to help their churches to grow. Are we on a 

roundabout or a train, wonders Jenny Kimber
longer simply be ‘ticking over’ i.e. 
making sure we can meet the quota 
each year – we need to be growing 
outwardly and more deeply. The 
‘magic roundabout church’ may 
be fun but it’s aimless, while the 
‘Gospel train ‘, on the other hand, 
is really going places.
 First you need the 4 Ps – 
Prayer, Presence, Proclamation 
and Persuasion. Prayer – because 
nothing can happen without God’s 
prompting and help. Presence 
simply means being a force in the 
community, while Proclamation 
asks us to present the wonder-
ful news of the Gospel at every 
opportunity, whether at baptisms, 
weddings, funerals or coff ee morn-
ings. We risk being laughed at, and 
it can feel uncomfortable, but it’s 
also exciting. Persuasion is crucial 
too . . . speaking about our faith to 

Tyfu Tîm mewn Ardal Weinidogaeth Leol
Lyn Dafi s reports on the use of the ‘Growing Teams’ course in the Bro Padarn Local Ministry Area

Ven Bob Jackson leading 
workshop 6, ‘Fresh thinking in 

the villages’ 

those who want – and need –  to 
know more. Shouldn’t the 4 Ps be 
on every PCC agenda?
 How friendly are our churches 
– how easy is it for newcomers to 
‘know the drill’ and feel welcomed? 
What is it about our church that 
makes people stop coming? People 
respond diff erently to diff erent 
types of groups – so variety is 
important. 
 Worship that’s less austere, a 
bit of joy and laughter, provision 
for children and young people, 
better quality and more varied 
music, more comfortable buildings 
and a good welcome – these were 
just some of the ways of attracting 
and retaining new members.
 But remember – don’t impose 
it; you need to carry the congrega-
tion with you, because evangelism 
and growth are the responsibility 
of the whole church. We’re in it 
together.
 A small boy in church was told 
to be quiet because ‘This is God’s 
house’ to which he replied ‘Well if 
I were him I’d move’. Remember 
that small boy at your PCC meet-
ings, and ask yourselves what he’d 
 make of your church.
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Focus on
My favourite holiday read

We would like to hear from readers about their favourite 
holiday reads, which we can post on the PDExtra pages 

of the diocesan website. 
If you would like to contribute, please send no more than 

80 words to the Editor 
editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk

as soon as possible

Conclave by Robert Harris is an interesting story with plenty 
of twists and turns charting the election of a new Pope. Harris 
brings to life the claustrophobia and pressure of the occasion as 
we follow the cardinals bussed back and forth within the confi nes 
of Vatican City. We see the events through the eyes of one of the 
main players and the end comes with an unforeseen twist. The 
novel is defi nitely a page-turner: I couldn’t put it down.

Rt Revd Joanna Penberthy, Bishop of St Davids

What Alice Forgot by Liane 
Moriarty: A knock on the head 
and ten years gone – who is 
Jasper and this nice guy in 
the car with me? Memory is a 
strange thing – not always to 
be trusted. And to think you 
are someone diff erent from 
who you are supposed to be 
now – scary. The journey of 
fi nding Alice’s true self again, 
or is it and does she like 
either the one she feels now 
or the one folks know her as?

Ven Dennis Wight, 
Archdeacon of St Davids

For me, summer reading is in 
two parts. Part one: escapist 
detective stories. I have 
recently discovered Freeman 
Wills Crofts, a best-seller in 
the 20’s but largely forgotten 
today. His books are being 
re-issued on Kindle and 
three are now in the excellent 
British Library Crime Classics 
series. Part two: large tomes I 
don’t have time for otherwise, 
among them, Gerald Bray, 
God is Love; Tom Wright, 
The Resurrection of the Son 
of God; Stephen Meyer, 
Signature in the Cell.

 Ven Dr Will Strange, 
Archdeacon of Cardigan

The Mysterious Mr Quin by Agatha Christie: One of the lesser 
known books, this collection of short stories is a hidden 
gem, the central character Mr Satterthwaite is a man with a 
playgoer’s mind and a good observer of human nature.  Always 
someone who has been in the wings or as an afterthought, in 
the company of the mysterious Mr Harley Quin, who appears 
and disappears like his namesake from the Comedia Dell-Arte, 
the dapper little Mr Satterthwaite takes centre stage and helps 
unravel numerous crimes and conundrums. 

 Revd Canon Paul Mackness, Bishop’s Chaplain

As a child, I suff ered 
with chronic asthma. 
Consequently, many holidays 
in the country were spent 
wheezing in bed when 
reading became one of the 
comforts. I became addicted 
to crime fi ction, in those days 
Dorothy L Sayers and Agatha 
Christie. I now particularly 
enjoy fi ction that takes place 
in areas of the world that I 
have visited. Thus, I have 
chosen as my holiday read 
One Last Breath by Stephen 
Booth, set in the High Peak 
District of Derbyshire – an 
area I know well. 

Nick Griffi  n, 
Chair, 

Diocesan Board of Finance

No holiday reading list would 
be complete without delving 
into Edinburgh’s darker side 
with Ian Rankin’s Rebus. 
Good fi ction is a must. 
Conclave by Robert Harris 
was unputdownable! Finally, 
I wouldn’t travel without a 
biography. Last holiday I read 
Tam Dalyell’s The Importance 
Of Being Awkward. Not quite 
a holiday read, I know, but 
I’ve just fi nished Montefi ore’s 
Biography of Jerusalem in 
time for my pilgrimage with 
Revd Mones Farah. Thank 
goodness for Kindle. I don’t 
know how I used to manage. 

Anthony Jenkins, 
Diocesan Registrar

Pick up any Bill Bryson book and you’re in for a treat.
 My latest sally into his extensive oeuvre, At Home, takes us 
on a tour of his Norfolk abode, formerly a Victorian rectory. Sub-
titled A Short History of Private Life, he moves from room to 
room, unveiling a wealth of intimate, often obscure, detail about 
every aspect of human existence from the basement to the 
bedroom and beyond.
 There’s a nugget – and a smile – on every page.

David Hammond-Williams, 
Diocesan Communications Offi  cer

Holiday reading is the epitome of relaxation, however, this isn’t 
restricted to ‘chic lit’. One book which never fails to challenge 
and teach, as well as off er another world to be absorbed in, 
is Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers. This re-telling of the 
biblical love story of Gomer and Hosea is set in the California 
Gold Rush. A beautiful novel which is not only an escape but 
also a Bible study, a testimony and a reminder not only of this 
love story but the love of the one who will not let us go.

Clare Williams, Diocesan Children & Youth Co-ordinator

 Okay, I admit it. My holiday 
reading is not worthy or 
highbrow. I am on holiday. I 
like funny fantasy or angst-
ridden dystopias. Last 
holiday I binge read Ben 
Aaronovitch’s Rivers of 
London series. Peter Grant is 
a serving offi  cer with London 
Metropolitan Police. He fi nds 
out it has a department, 
the Folly, that deals with 
magic and he becomes part 
of it, ‘working together for 
a stranger London’. The 
books are page-turners, 
sarcastically funny about 
management jargon and 
modern architecture. Enjoy 
them, I do. 

Revd Canon 
Dr Rhiannon Johnson,
Director of Ministry & 

Training

   *  *  *

   *  *  *

           *  *  *

           *  *  *



Twelve Extraordinary Women, 
by John Macarthur, takes you 
through the journey of some 
amazing, faithful women and 
how God used each of them 
for His redemptive work. 
Eve, Anna, Hannah, Mary 
Magdalene and Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, to name 
but a few, are included and I 
found myself enlightened by 
their historical backgrounds; 
be they innocent, a drama 
queen or a prostitute, God’s 
grace reaches through their 
imperfections to bring out the 
best in each of these women. 
An encouraging book and 
highly recommended.

Shirley Murphy, 
Ordinand-in-training
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Mae cyfrol Martin Palmer, 
Sacred Land yn rhoi ein 
tirlun o dan chwyddwydr gan 
ddatgelu ffyrdd o ddehongli 
bywyd ysbrydol y wlad o’n 
cwmpas. O sut i ddarllen 
hanes eglwys (mae ein 
heglwysi hynafol yn wynebu’r 
dwyrain – at doriad y wawr 
a lleoliad gardd Eden) at 
hen hanes ein cylchoedd 
cerrig a’n meini. Datgelir yn 
ogystal arwyddocad coed a 
ffynhonau, mynyddoedd a 
chaeau. Bydd mynd am dro 
fyth yr un fath eto! Dyma 
ganllaw ysbrydoledig i unrhyw 
un ar wyliau yn ynysoedd 
Prydain – boed law neu 
hindda.

Rhian Morgan, 
Worship Leader, Llandeilo

Cyfrol newydd o farddoniaeth 
gan Wyn Owens, y bardd-
arlunydd o Fynachlog-ddu 
yw Cywain Geiriau. Fel 
David Jones, bardd-arlunydd 
arall, mae gwaith Wyn wedi’i 
wreiddio yn ei filltir sgwar, 
ond mae hefyd yn ymwneud 
â themâu bydysawdol. 
Nid canu plwyfol mo hwn, 
er iddo ddathlu cyfoeth ei 
gymdogaeth. Dyma bennill 
o’r gerdd deitl i roi blas: “Syllu 
nes mentro i’r maes / a hawlio 
fy mhatshyn fy hun. / Arddais 
drwy ramadeg y tir caregog, / 
torri fy nghŵys yn ôl fy nawn, 
/ agor grwn yn ôl fy ngreddf, 
/ a llyfnu’r dweud.” Hwn, yn 
ddiau, yw llyfr yr haf i mi.

Phil Higginson, 
Church Warden, Llanwinio

If you enjoyed the recent BBC One adaptation of SS-GB, you’ll 
love the thought-provoking alternate history novel, Fatherland, 
Robert Harris’ imagining of life in 1960s Nazi Germany. The 
75-year-old Hitler is still in charge, Princess Elizabeth is 
pretender-in-exile to the British throne, and a middle-ranking 
SS officer undertaking a routine murder investigation has 
accidentally stumbled across evidence of a shocking cover-up. 
Artfully painting a world of institutionalised terror, Fatherland 
really keeps you guessing, right up to the final page.

Jake Humbles,  Secretary, 
Commnications Team & Cathedral Choral Scholar

I enjoy crime fiction. Among 
the best in the genre are 
any of Henning Mankell’s 
Wallander books, with 
their flawed but deeply 
committed detective who 
complements the dark and 
brooding storylines set in the 
landscape of Sweden. Other 
favourites include Stephen 
Sherrill’s The Minotaur 
takes a cigarette break – a 
haunting, surreal, exploration 
of loneliness and disability, 
and, on the lighter side, A 
guide to the birds of East 
Africa, by Nicholas Drayson, 
is an enchanting comedy 
about bird-watching, love and 
life in Kenya.

Tessa Briggs, 
Managing Editor, Pobl Dewi

ALTHOUGH it is early days, we are planning to run a focus 
section in a 2018 issue of Pobl Dewi covering the subject 

of churches, sacred spaces or inspiring places you have 
visited during your holidays.
 Perhaps you will only have travelled a few miles away 
from home but have found a previously unexplored treasure; 
perhaps you will have travelled an enormous distance and 
been pleasantly surprised by one of your finds; perhaps you 
regularly return to a place which inspires you. Whatever and 
wherever it is, we would like to hear from you.
 Please do get in touch with me 

editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk 
as soon as possible, and certainly by 1 December 2017, if 
you would like to contribute to what we hope will be a helpful 
and informative collection generated by readers from around 
the diocese. Articles should be an absolute maximum of 
400 words and accompanied by one or two good quality 
photographs. Of course, if you have any queries please just 
ask.

Where have you been?

With the holiday season for this year upon us, 
Tessa Briggs invites readers to get in touch on their return

Barbara Pym’s writing 
shows a gentle wit and 
sharp observation of human 
foibles. A Glass of Blessing 
tells the story of Wilmet 
Forsyth and her friends and 
acquaintances, with  
St Luke’s Church in 1950s 
West London at the centre 
of the events. Pym sees 
the humour in very ordinary 
things, describes everyday 
events with care and shines 
a light into the depths of what 
might appear to be ordinary 
lives. Both Philip Larkin and 
Jilly Cooper regarded Pym 
as a favourite writer – it is not 
hard to see why.

Revd Ian Aveson, 
Editor, Calendar of 

Intercessions

   *  *  *

I’ve got three good reads on the go: Panpsychism, the 
Philosophy of the Sensuous Cosmos by Peter Ells (I pace a lot 
every couple of pages); Irreducible Mind: Towards a Psychology 
for the 21st Century by Edward and Emily Kelly (you’d be 
surprised how much ‘science’ is dictated by fashion); but at bed-
time it must be a police-procedural thriller – anything by Peter 
Robinson, whose characterisation skills lift his work head and 
shoulders above the crowd.

Revd Jonathan Copus, Team Leader, Cylch Y Frenni LMA

A parishioner lent me 
Conclave by Robert Harris 
saying “you won’t be able 
to put it down” and she was 
right. It’s a thriller based on 
what happens during the 
election of a new Pope. 
The inside view is provided 
by the leading character, 
Cardinal Lomeli, the dean 
of the Sacred College, who 
is an intriguing man of both 
faith and doubt. The plot 
concludes with a twist which 
I don’t think anyone would 
predict. An excellent addition 
to anyone’s holiday luggage, 
but don’t expect it to last all 
week! 

Revd Dr Emma Whittick, 
Curate, Dafen & Felinfoel

           *  *  *

   *  *  *

A new vocations 
video featuring 
Shirley has just been 
published on the 
diocesan website

           *  *  *
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“SUNDAY: We met and  
 travelled together to the 

Urdd Centre. Everyone was excited 
and looking forward to the next 
few days – meeting new people, 
strengthening our faith and having 
fun. After dinner we gathered in the 
hall, were put into groups, intro-
duced ourselves and played some 
games. Worship followed, when 
we thought about the story of Palm 
Sunday. 
 “Monday: After breakfast we 
had morning worship in the hall, 
which focused on Maundy Thurs-
day. Then we went into Cardiff City 
Centre for a camera challenge in 
our groups. We had a list of photos 
we had to take; for example our 

group did the YMCA dance. After 
lunch we had worship at St Mary’s 
Church with Bishop Joanna. In the 
church there were lots of crosses on 
the floor, we went round in groups 
and thought about Jesus’ journey to 
the cross. When we left the church 
we were given a wooden cross 
each. After this we had an excit-
ing boat trip in Cardiff Bay. We 
then had some free time and prepa-
ration for the final worship on the 
Tuesday. Dinner was followed by 
bowling which was great fun. Our 
evening worship was about Good 
Friday. A fun, busy day.
 “Tuesday: We had break-
fast and packed. Our closing 
worship looked forward to the 

Diocesan youth residential
During Holy Week nearly 30 young people from our diocese travelled to Cardiff for a residential. A 
huge thank you to Victoria Jones, Michelle Lloyd, Dan Priddy, Nan Dowell and Sophie Whitmarsh 

who led the trip
Good News of Easter where my 
group were performing a drama. 
Other groups led the readings, 
prayers and singing. We also had 
an awards ceremony. Everybody 
was very friendly and we were 
able to strengthen our faith whilst 
having some fun at the same time. 
We hope to have the opportunity to 
return again next year. Thanks to 
Clare Williams for organising such 
an enjoyable, memorable trip.” 
(Alexander Luke, aged 15) 
 It’s clear that as well as fun, 
the young people all grew in faith 
together. They were asked two 
questions on Sunday night and 
then two new questions on Tues-
day morning. Here are some of 

their thoughts:
 Who is Jesus? ‘friend’, ‘king’.
Why are you here? ‘because my 
friend asked me to come’, ‘to have 
some fun’.
 What have you learned? ‘that 

God’s love endures forever’, ‘we 
are a part of the Easter story’.
 What are you walking away 
with? ‘a great friendship’, ‘new 
perspective on life’

MAE’R Gymdeithas 
Sgowtiaid yn sefydliad 

byd eang. Mae yna 28 miliwn 
aelod yn y byd ar hyn o bryd a 
dim ond pum gwlad sydd heb 
sgowtiaid o gwbl. Rwyf yn 
aelod o Uned Explorers Myrddin 
(grŵp Sgowtiaid Caerfyrddin i 
aelodau o 14-18) ac rwyf hefyd yn 
arweinydd ifanc i grŵp o Gybiau 
(oed 8-10). Rwy wedi bod yn 
aelod o’r gymdeithas ers oeddwn 
yn chwech ac mae fy mam a fy 
chwaer hefyd yn aelodau. Nôd 
y Gymdeithas Sgowtiaid yw 
hyrwyddo datblygiad pobl ifanc a 
sicrhau bod pobl yn cyflawni eu 
potensial corfforol, cymdeithasol, 
ysbrydol a deallusol llawn.
 Mae’r Sgowtiaid yn gwneud 
addewid wrth ymuno â’r 
gymdeithas, i wneud eu gorau, 
eu dyletswydd i’r frenhines, 
i helpu pobl eraill, ac i gadw 
Cyfraith y Sgowtiaid. Hefyd 
rydym yn addo gwneud ein 
dyletswydd i’n Duw neu i gynnal 
gwerthoedd y Sgowtiaid sydd 
yn cynnwys archwilio ein ffydd, 
credoau a’n gwerthoedd.
 Yn ddiweddar helpais redeg 
cyfarfod yn Eglwys San Pedr, 
Caerfyrddin gyda fy mam, y 
Barchedig Gaynor Jones-Higgs, 
ar gyfreithiau’r Sgowtiaid. 
Rydym yn addo i ddilyn 7 
cyfraith: mae Sgowtiaid yn bobl 
y gellir ymddiried ynddynt, 
mae Sgowtiaid yn ffyddlon, 
mae Sgowtiaid yn gyfeillgar 
ac yn ystyriol, mae pob Sgowt 
yn perthyn i’r teulu byd-eang o 
Sgowtiaid, mae gan Sgowtiaid 
ddewrder ym mhob anhawster, 
mae Sgowtiaid yn gwneud 
defnydd da o’u hamser ac yn 

Cymdeithas y Sgowtiad 
yng Nghaerfyrddin

Ffion Wyn Jones tells of the valuable experience of being a 
member of the Scout Association and of The Great Get Together 
in Carmarthen on 17th June organised jointly with Hope not Hate

ofalus efo’u heiddo, ac mae gan 
Sgowt hunan-barch a pharch at 
eraill. Roedd y Sgowtiaid wedi 
gwneud saith gweithgaredd i’w 
hatgoffa o’u dyletswyddau a’r 
hyn maent wedi addo ei wneud. 
Teimlaf fod y sesiwn hon wedi 
cael effaith gadarnhaol ar y 
Sgowtiaid ac maent nawr yn 
ystyried sut i fyw fel Sgowt 
da ac yn gwneud ymdrech 
i gadw at eu haddewid. 

Mabli after renewing her Scout promise on a recent trip to the 
Menin Gate

 Rydym hefyd yn gobeithio 
gweithio gydag eglwysi eto 
trwy’n hymgyrch Yr Aduniad 
Mawr (The Great Get Together). 
Mae Uned Sgowtiaid Myrddin 
wedi uno gydag elusen ‘Hope 
not Hate’ i drefnu’r ‘Aduniad 
Mawr’ ym Mharc Caerfyrddin 
ar 17 Mehefin 2017. Bwriad y 
digwyddiad yw rhoi cyfle i bobl 
Caerfyrddin ddod at ei gilydd, 
boed yn ddu neu’n wyn, yn 
Gristion, Iddew neu Fwslim, 
hoyw neu heterorywiol, hen neu’n 
ifanc, abl neu’n anabl i fwynhau 
cwmni ei gilydd, cerddoriaeth 
a phaned o de. Rydym yn 
gobeithio bydd cymaint o grwpiau 
cymdeithasol â phosibl yn 
cefnogi’r a mynychu’r digwyddiad 
hwn gan gynnwys eglwysi.  

MOTHERS’ Union (MU) 
now has 4 million members 

around the world – with just over 
a thousand of those members in 
St Davids Diocese. Despite some 
branches closing, we are slowly but 
continually enrolling new members 
into the organisation. 
 As I travel around the diocese it 
does surprise me how little people 
know about the MU, with many 
unaware that we are very active 
throughout the world. For example, 
a planned £50K MU emergency 
relief project received public back-
ing from the Archbishop of York, 
Dr John Sentamu, who is person-
ally seeking to highlight the 
severity of the situation across the 
region. It is helping feed, clothe 
and provide post-conflict trauma 
support for the hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees fleeing civil war 
in South Sudan into neighbouring 
Uganda and surrounding countries, 
In total more than 1.5 million refu-
gees have now fled the civil war in 
South Sudan into Uganda, Ethiopa, 
Sudan and the surrounding region. 

The UN estimates another 2 million 
people are displaced as a result of 
the crisis. Sadly, 60% of the refu-
gees are children. Nicola Lawrence 
Head of Policy and Programmes 
at MU says: “Public awareness of 
the civil war, drought, famine and 
acute poverty which have devas-
tated the region is incredibly low 
and receiving very little interna-
tional attention.” 
 There are over 210,000 local 
MU members in Uganda actively 
engaged in responding to the needs 
of their communities. 
 In our own diocese, as part of 
our 140th celebrations, we have 
been fundraising in different ways 
to support the crisis in the Sudan. 
We will be donating the money 
raised at our Diocesan Festival, 
which will be held at the cathedral 
on Mary Sumner Day, 9th August, 
at 2pm.
 If anyone wishes to support 
the work of MU in response to the 
South Sudan crisis, or for more 
information about it, please go to 
www.mothersunion.org/southsudan 

Being where we are needed
“One of the greatest women’s groups in the world!” That is how the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has described Mothers’ 
Union. Glenys Payne highlights one of the organisation’s current 

projects

MU celebrates anniversary
The Mothers’ Union in Milford Haven celebrated the 120th 
anniversary of the foundation of the branch on the Feast 
of the Annunciation. Over 80 people attended the Solemn 
Mass, which was celebrated by Fr Harri Williams; the 
preacher was Fr Ben Rabjohns of Penrhiwceiber. There 
were representatives from the province, diocese and 
deanery and Revd Kay Warrington, the MU Provincial 
President, read one of the lessons. Following the service, 
a tea was held in the church hall when the celebratory cake 
was cut by Mrs Rhona Thomas (widow of a former vicar 
of Milford Haven), who is the oldest enrolling member. The 
branch currently has 41 members and meets on the first 
Tuesday of every month. 
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I   REMEMBER sitting in Abbot 
Stuart’s office at Mucknell 

Abbey; he asked a simple question 
“What do you really want?” My 
answer didn’t take too much think-
ing about – well, the truth is, I had 
not been thinking of much else for 
weeks and the answer was simple 
and immediate: “To become a 
monk.” 
 But how does a one-time 
missionary with Youth With A 
Mission (YWAM), who has sat on 
the charismatic wing of the Church 
for nearly 30 years, come to that 
conclusion? Five years ago I had 
no idea there was any such thing in 
the Anglican church.
 In summer 2012 I found myself 
sitting on a yacht among the oil 
wells and refineries in Los Ange-
les harbour. I was skipper of the 
El Encuentro, a yacht donated to 
YWAM, and found myself prepar-
ing for the maiden voyage with a 
crew of volunteers. I had taken 
Shane Claiborne’s book The Irre-
sistible Revolution. That book has 
the simple thought – ‘what would 
happen if we accepted Jesus actu-
ally meant the things he said?’ I 
was deeply convinced of just how 
far from that model my life was, 
not just on the surface, but also 
how I was deeply entrenched in our 

To become a monk
Brother Matthew, a novice Benedictine, longs for the 

establishment of a monastery in West Wales

individualistic consumerist world. 
 On my return to Wales, I began 
to look around for others who were 
similarly challenged, and even-
tually found myself at Mucknell 
Abbey. At the very beginning of 
his Rule, St Benedict says “This 
is advice from a father who loves 
you; welcome it, and faithfully put 
it into practice . . . My words are 
addressed to you, then, if you are 
ready to give up your own will, 
once and for all, and armed with 
the strong and noble weapons of 
obedience, fight for the true King, 
Christ the Lord.”
 This is my challenge as I 
prepare to be a Benedictine novice.
The very exciting thing is that 
the Holy Spirit also seems to 
be saying, “Be a monk in West 
Wales. Find others to begin a 
community that uniquely reflects 
the culture and history of this 
place.” To be Benedictine, to 
dedicate our energy to prayer, but 
also to be missionaries, to be part 
of the community of the Church, to 
look outward. 
 It was with this vision that 
Bishop Wyn, with us, launched the 
Society of St Sulien; a Benedictine 
community here in West Wales, at 
the moment dispersed but longing 
to establish a monastery. 

MEMBERS of St Mary’s wrote 
and re-enacted the passion 

story, performing it eight times; 
more than 200 year sixes from five 
local schools were drawn into the 
greatest story ever told.
 Tension built as TV reporters 
described the excitement of the 
crowds gathered to welcome Jesus 
into Jerusalem. And there he was, 
with the children themselves cheer-
ing and waving palms.
 On a raised platform, 10 pupils 
joined Jesus, Judas and Peter for a 
very moving representation of the 
last supper before the action moved 
to Gethsemane re-created in the 
south porch, and the betrayal of 
Jesus with a kiss.
 The children followed Jesus 
and the soldiers up the nave to 
witness the trials before the High 
Priest and Pilate.
 By now these young people 
were totally caught up in the 
action, calling for Jesus’ death with 
the same enthusiasm as they had 
welcomed him into the city.
 The High Priest (played by 
a retired bishop!) clearly intimi-
dated the crowd into doing what he 
wanted, and Peter Allen the organ-
ist played Pilate to terrifying effect!
The sounds of the nails being 
hammered into Jesus’ hands and 
feet caused everyone to catch their 
breath as the off-stage crucifixion 
was narrated to the accompaniment 
of a Good Friday hymn.
 The children remained totally 

Captivated by the Easter story
Where were you when you heard that Jesus was crucified and was raised from the 
dead? It is for Christians the most important ‘where were you when. . .’  question of all 
time, and for pupils at primary schools in Haverfordwest the answer will probably be: 

in St Mary’s Church, late March 2017, says Bishop John Saxbee

silent for some time before being 
led by Mary Magdalene to the 
tomb in the sanctuary. She finds 
it empty, and hears the good news 
of his resurrection to the sound of 
bells pealing and the organ at full 
throttle . . . and there he was, Jesus 
standing spot-lit at the west end of 
the church with his hands raised 
in Blessing. The children waved 
and spontaneously applauded the 
sight of Jesus alive after the suffer-
ing he had endured, and they had 
witnessed.
 Many of them said this was the 
first time they had heard the story, 
and it’s certain they will not forget 
it.

 Churchwarden Gill White, with 
the curate Alun Evans, wrote and 
narrated the story. Father Edward 
Le Brun Powell played Jesus 
with great sensitivity and convic-
tion. Other parts were played by 
members of the congregation, with 
churchwarden Pat Barker provid-
ing the music.
 This was a wonderful way to 
acquaint a new generation with this 
age-old drama of our salvation. 
The people of St Mary’s are to be 
congratulated on a great initiative, 
beautifully performed, and sure to 
be repeated in years to come.

I WANTED to do something 
different and fresh, so starting 

‘Prayer with Yoga’ in February 
seemed a good idea as people 
wanted to begin a new year with 
exercise and combining it with 
prayer seemed unique in our 
churches. Also, coming from India, 
where yoga is taught in schools and 
colleges, gave me an advantage as 
I already understood the practice of 
blending prayer with this form of 
exercise. 
 Yoga combined with prayer 
is a Christ-centred practice of 
reclaiming and redeeming numer-
ous biblical principles such as 
meditating, complete surrender 
and whole worship, as described in 
Acts 17:28, “In Him we move and 
breathe and have our being.” The 

goal is wholeness of mind, body, 
spirit and soul. I also believe that 
if your yoga is centred on Christ it 
can be your worship in action, your 
faith and prayers in motion.
 The 7 hours a week I spend 
doing yoga not only makes me 
more flexible, tones my muscles, 
and relaxes me but also draws 

me closer to Christ. They are my 
bodily-kinetic prayer.
 ‘Prayer with Yoga’ has been 
successful as we have 10 to 15 
people coming to these free, one-
hour sessions and they enjoy 
stretching and praying. If you 
would like to join us for some 
powerful prayer sessions while 
stretching please do come along 
to St John’s Church, Carmarthen, 
between 13.30 and 14.30 every 1st, 
3rd and 4th Mondays of the month. 
The purpose of these sessions is to 
ponder, create inner peace, calm-
ness, and to connect with Christ. 
The positive responses I have 
received from those who attend 
would indicate that we are achiev-
ing these goals and that this venture 
has been very helpful to them.

Prayer and exercise 
in the eastern tradition

“Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God.” (Mother Theresa)

Shirley Murphy, ordinand in training for St David’s Diocese, on placement in St Peter’s 
Church, Carmarthen, started something unique and different in February this year to 

praise God’s name by stretching while praying. 

There was disappointment for a young Brazilian man on our 
coach, who had planned to be baptised in the River Jordan, 
when there was no minister available. I needed only a little nudge 
from my husband to offer my services. So, I rolled up my jeans, 
waded into the water and baptised him. It was truly a Spirit-filled 

moment. 

A Spirit-filled moment
For Revd Caroline Mansell a trip to the amazing sights of the 

Holy Land included an extraordinary experience as well
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AND, if you’re not, he could 
well change your mind.

 Over the last ten years, Martin 
has put together a series of books 
and pamphlets that have become 
the ultimate authority on the 
subject. And it all started more or 
less by accident. “I came to Wales 
to train as an artist, with a partic-
ular interest in Welsh mediaeval 
culture,” he explains. “It could 
have been anywhere but Wales is 
where I was.”
 After graduation, he got a job at 
the University of Wales’ Centre for 
Advanced Welsh & Celtic Studies 
working on one, then two, multi-
media projects.
 The second one was Imag-
ing the Bible in Wales, an online 
database and more of pictures 

Painting with light
If you’re interested in stained glass, then Martin Crampin is your man

and information showing bibli-
cal scenes (http://imagingthebible.
llgc.org.uk) “Gradually, I became 
more familiar with and more inter-
ested in Welsh churches and their 
stained glass,” he says. “Wherever 
I went to photograph something 
specific, I found all these windows 
and I ended up with more of them 
than anything else.”
 This ended up in a database of 
its own (http://stainedglass.llgc.
org.uk). “But people kept asking 
me if I was writing a book and as 
time went on the answer became 
‘yes’, although it was not my origi-
nal intention.”
 Martin became aware that, 
in this digital age, becoming a 
publisher is quite simple. The die 
was cast. The result is Sulien Books 

and a series of publications detail-
ing every window in churches such 
as St Mary’s, Tenby, Hafod (Cwm 
Ystwyth) and, most recently, St 
Peter’s, Lampeter. The research 
is meticulous, comprehensive and 
often original; the illustrations are 
breathtaking – a classic case of art 
embellishing reality. 
 Visit http://martincrampin.
co.uk for more information
 But intrinsic beauty is not 
Martin’s only criterion. “There 
are some awful windows around 
but they each have their story and 
they are loved by individuals; they 
mean something to that person. 
That’s my guiding principle.”
 And despite his grounding in 
things mediaeval, his scope goes 
far beyond, right up to the present 

day. Similarly, he does not see his 
mission as purely academic.
So you can find his work, not 
only in books and on websites but 
also on postcards, in pamphlets, 
anywhere that people might 
discover it and be encouraged 
to seek out the original. And he 

believes some churches are miss-
ing a trick by ignoring the potential 
for raising awareness and engage-
ment. “People have said to me, 
‘Wow! I never realised that was 
there!’ That is my finest moment.” 

Find out more at: 
http://martincrampin.co.uk 

ON Saturday 8th April (the 
day after St Brynach’s 

Day), Cylch y Frenni LMA organ-
ised a tour by car of the churches 
dedicated to the 6th century Welsh 
saint. They included Llanfyrnach 
(where organiser David Jones is 
a Church Warden), Llanboidy, 
Cilymaenllwyd (now a private resi-
dence), Pontfaen, Henry’s Moat, 
Dinas Cross, Nevern and Cwm-yr-
Eglwys (destroyed in the “Royal 
Charter” storm of October 1859). 
Wales’ largest and best-preserved 
Neolithic dolmen at Pentre Ifan 
was another stopping-place, with 
its spectacular view of Carn Ingli, 
where St Brynach is said to have 
communed with angels.
 Thanks to the involvement 
of the Pembrokeshire MG Car 
Club, the Pembrokeshire Vintage 
Car Club, Pembrokeshire Clas-
sic Car Club and Cardigan Classic 
Car Club, the 23 vehicles were 
largely classic and vintage models 
– though the dates of manufacture 
ranged from 1949 to 2016. 
 Refreshments at the start of the 
event were kindly provided by the 
historic Tafarn Sinc in Rosebush, 
the highest pub in Pembrokeshire. 
At each church, wardens or other 

members of the local congrega-
tion were on hand to explain the 
history and features of the build-
ing and its place in the present-day 
local community. In some places, 
refreshments were offered to the 
weary pilgrims. The tour ended 
at the Shire Horse Centre, Eglw-
yswrw, where the staff kindly 
stayed on to feed the travellers at 
the end of the journey.
 Participants came from all over 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and 
Pembrokeshire. Some had never 
before visited north Pembroke-
shire, and confessed themselves 
astounded by the beauty of the area, 
shown at its best in the unremitting 
sunshine. Many were unaware of 
the importance of St Brynach in the 
locality, until each crew was given 
a copy of the book In the Steps 
of St Brynach, written by the late 
Revd Anthony Bailey and kindly 
donated by his widow, Ilar, who 
still lives within the LMA.
 A good day was had by all – a 
day which celebrated the life, work 
and legacy of St Brynach, as well 
as bringing the work of the whole 
Church to a wider audience in the 
21st century. 

David Jones and Jonathan Copus 
enjoy an innovative event in North Pembrokeshire

Ancient and modern 
pilgrimage

WE were graced with near 
perfect weather: sunshine 

and a cooling breeze. People in 
their churches offered hospitality 
and welcome to a travelling band 
of pilgrims making their way round 
the whole area. There were riders 
on horses, cyclists, walkers and 
travellers by car. Visiting eight of 
our nine churches we said rogation 
prayers at each.
 There was delicious breakfast 
at Walwyns Castle, bacon sausage 
and egg sandwiches fortified travel-
lers and worshippers alike. This was 
followed by an outdoor Eucharist 
and the horses stood very quietly 
as if imbibing the holy atmosphere. 
Those who were not up to the physi-
cal exercise were able to take part 
by car and enjoy the hospitality and 
connection as the whole group came 
together at the churches.
 Then on at a spanking pace to 
Robeston where we had sherry, juice 
and more prayers before setting off 
cross country, down green lanes and 
through fields. We crossed Sandy 
Haven, waded rivers and more 
green lanes and through rhododen-
drons to arrive at St Ishmael’s for 
coffee and biscuits.
To Dale for Iunch, Marlow’s for 
prayers and St Brides for tea. Sitting 
with the horses in the sun, resting 
and chatting, with the wonderful 
view of the castle and the sparkling 
turquoise waters of St Brides Bay as 
we made new friends and renewed 
acquaintances there was a wonder-
ful sense of enlarged community.
 Our final stop was Talbenny 
Church with its stunning cliff top 
location and the wind to go with it. 
We then repaired to Redlands Farm 
for a feast in a barn with evening 
Thanksgiving service. The food was 
delicious and 75 people gathered 

from across our new ministry area 
to chat, eat and worship together. 
Not quite feeding the 5,000 but the 
sense of connection, celebration and 
thanksgiving for the stunning land-
scape in which we are privileged to 
live, work and worship, felt inspir-
ing and uplifting.
 As an exercise in increasing 
awareness and a sense of relation-
ship between our diverse parishes 

Rogation celebrations
Rogation Sunday, 21st May, gave us a wonderful opportunity to get to know the diverse communities 

of our new West Roose LMA, say Diana Hoare 
it was a great success. There were 
several who suggested it should 
become an annual event. It’s one 
thing looking at an area of country 
on a map but quite another to actu-
ally, physically engage with it on 
the ground. Our connection with 
the area, the landscape and one 
another has been vibrantly inspired 
by this day of hospitality, prayer 
and community.

Riders gathering for Rogation prayers at Walton West Church

Outdoor Eucharist with horses and bikes at Walwyns Castle
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FLEMISH mercenaries were 
first sent by King Henry I 

to quell uprisings by the native 
Welsh, but they were followed by 
settlers who brought skills such as 
weaving.
 The tapestry was part of an 
ambitious lottery-backed project, 
Heritage Llangwm, to restore 
Llangwm’s 12th century church 
of St Jerome and to research the 
Flemish incomers.
 The Talking Tapestry of Langum, 
which uses one of Llangwm’s 
ancient names in its title, takes 
viewers through history from the 
arrival in England of William the 
Conqueror, to the death of the last 
of the main line of descendants of 

the original family.
 It was officially inaugurated 
in a chapel of St Jerome’s church 
by the UK representative of the 
Flemish government, Nic van 
der Marliere, who singled out 
Llangwm resident Norman Roach, 
who’s been shown by DNA test-
ing to be a direct descendant of the 
Flemish de la Roche family.
 He joked to Norman, to laugh-
ter from the audience of VIPs and 
local people: “next time I see Her 
Majesty the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace I will ask her to reinstate 
your former status”.
 The tapestry was designed by a 
local artist, Fran Evans, stitched by 
30 local women and is based on the 

drawings of local school children. 
It’s accompanied by a down-
loadable app telling the story of 
the Flemish incomers in detail, 
‘narrated’ by a character from 
history, Mabel the Fleming, who 
appears in Haverfordwest’s exten-
sive property records.
 St Jerome’s was closed for 18 
months for the renovation work 
and was re-dedicated less than 
three weeks before the tapestry 
exhibition was due to be launched.
 The rededication was perfor- 
med by Bishop John Saxbee, the 
retired Bishop of Lincoln, who 
made reference to the tapestry in 
his sermon. “We pay tribute to the 
tapestry which tells the story of 
how individual lives were inter-
woven over 300 years, and how 
the story continues to impact on 
a community here – a story that 
reminds us that the community of 
Llangwm is a tapestry, the inter-
weaving of individual lives into a 
community.”
 The tapestry is open to visitors 
until the end of September. Group 
tours can be booked via 

info@heritagellangwm.org.uk

Links with Flanders 
forged by tapestry

Links first forged by violence in medieval times between the 
people of Flanders and the Pembrokeshire village of Llangwm 
have been celebrated in peace at a special ceremony to unveil a 

tapestry setting out its history, as Heather Payton reports 

Llangwm’s rector, Revd Marcus Zipperlen, with Bishop Joanna 
and a cut-out figure of ‘Mabel the Fleming’, narrator of the app 

accompanying The Talking Tapestry

The SixThirty Fellowship

The baptistry at St John’s, Carmarthen, was opened as The 
SixThirty Fellowship celebrated the baptism of four adult 
members of their congregation at their cafe church service. Revd 
Sulin Milne, (Pioneer Minister, St Peter’s Church) officiated. The 
candidates were Emma Peck (pictured above), Adrian Crossman, 

Adam Hudman and Charlie Evans

© Brynrock Photography

http://twitter.com/PoblDewi

Follow Pobl Dewi on

www.facebook.com/pobldewi

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk
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JAN Morris in The Matter 
of Wales uses the metaphor 

of a palimpsest – the re-use of 
parchment or vellum with the 
original ‘text’ being first erased and 
then over-written but often leaving 
discernible traces of its previous 
usage – to describe the changes 
which are evident in our religious 
history. 
 Nowhere, perhaps, is that meta-
phor more apt than in the length of 
the A484 known as Priory Street, 
Carmarthen. A quick glance at 
a Google map reveals its east-
ern junction with ‘Old Oak Lane’ 
reminding us of those mythic 
days of Merlin and just a little 

further to the east is to be found 
the undisputed site of a Roman 
amphitheatre. The name of the 
street itself, of course, tells of an 
historic priory. Here, then, in a few 
hundred yards we have evidence of 
our triple heritage of ancient Celtic 
pre-history, of the influence of 
Rome and of the Christian faith – 
a palimpsest with fascinating detail 
woven within the changes which 
persist. 
 The Augustine priory ceased 
to exist following the 1536 Act 
of Suppression but it had merely 
followed brief use of the site by the 
Benedictine establishment which 
itself had been preceded by an 

An evolving story
In his latest article, Derek Davies considers the rich, multi-layered 

history of faith in one street in Carmarthen

ancient 6th century ‘clas’. Despite 
the cataclysm however the story 
of Christian faith in institutional 
terms continued. The map reveals 
Anglican St Peter’s at the western 
end of the street together with St 
John’s; Penuel Baptist Church, a 
little to the south, marks just one of 
the later divergences which were 
sadly to follow the formation of the 
Established Church of England, as 
it was in those days – divergences 
which we are belatedly beginning 
to view in a more generous spirit. 
 And so to today and the latest 
contribution to the metaphor of the 
palimpsest. Now on the map of 
faith we are joined by other chil-
dren of Abraham – the West Wales 
Islamic Cultural Association has 
been established in Priory Street 
with a vision of keeping a small 
Muslim community integrated and 
an asset to the wider West Wales 

AS a result of my husband, 
Kees, winning the ‘Rhuban 

Glas’ competition in the 2016 
National Eisteddfod he was invited 
by the Melbourne Welsh Church in 
Australia to join their St David’s 
Day celebrations. So, on 19th 
February, we set off for the other 
side of the world.
 The Welsh Church in Mel-
bourne was dedicated and opened 
in December 1871. Welsh services 

are still held twice monthly and it is 
one of a very few churches outside 
the UK which still conducts ser-
vices in the language of Heaven. 
It has around 100 members, some 
of whom travel 1½ hours to be 
there (one was brought up in Maes-
tir, near Lampeter). I also caught 
up with members of my family 
whose grandmother emigrated to 
Australia. Their great-grandparents 
(my great, great-grandparents) are 

buried in Maestir graveyard. It’s a 
small world.
 The celebrations started on 
Saturday afternoon with The 
Cambrian Society of Victoria’s 
High Tea: tea, Welsh cakes and 
bara brith, all served on fine china. 
The Gymanfa guest conductor 
from Wales, Edward Rhys Harry, 
spoke of previous St David’s Days 
and Kees sang three songs. 
 At 3pm the following day the 
St David’s Day Gymanfa Ganu 
was held in the larger St Michael’s 
Church, so that the 780 people who 
attended could be accommodated. I 
had the honour of playing and Kees 

From Lampeter to Melbourne
Elonwy Pugh-Huysmans finds it’s a small world

sang in this service, which lasted 
2½ hours, but the time flew by. 
We had 10 congregational hymns, 
sung bilingually – it was the first 
time we had seen English words 
for ‘Calon Lân’. Kees also sang his 
encore of ‘Dafydd Y Garreg Wen’ 
with Huw Jones, the harpist, who 
is in his 80’s.
 Our next official event was 
the St David’s Day Service in 
the Welsh Church, during which 
Edward raised the Welsh flag and 
preached about St David’s Day. 
One of the pieces Kees sang was 
‘Unwaith eto’n Nghymru Annwyl’, 
which resulted in a few damp eyes. 

 Finally, we joined members of 
the church on their annual trip to 
Portalington for a BBQ, afternoon’s 
entertainment and fellowship at 
the summerhouse of two of their 
congregation. The weather hit 34 
degrees and it was like playing 
musical chairs as we moved around 
the garden to find shade.
 We spent two weeks in the 
company of church members who 
had treated us like royalty, thor-
oughly spoilt us and made us feel 
like family. We have many great 
memories of Melbourne and it 
was a privilege to be part of their 
celebrations.

The Welsh Church in La Trobe Street, Melbourne, Australia

THE population of Bukavu, 
especially those in the Diocese 

of Bukavu, is living under a certain 
tension due to the socio-political 
situation in our country, the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo. This 
leads to several difficulties that this 
population has to face.
 Indeed, the deep political crisis 
that our country is experiencing 
nowadays, when we are expecting 
credible and transparent presiden-
tial elections, all politicians and 
authorities of the country are 
agitated and they have turned their 
eyes away from the poor population 
to compete for power. On the one 
hand, the ruling leaders do not want 
to leave power and on the other 
hand others also want to take power. 
All the social problems and needs 
of the population are sidelined. This 
poor population, which no longer 
knows whom to go to, has turned 
its eyes to Almighty God, and so 
the cults and prayers for peace in 
our country have multiplied. There 
are special prayer sessions for peace 
in all churches. We recommend that 
everyone pray for our country so 
that there is peace, love . . . for the 
well-being of the population.

Please pray for us
Roger Dirokpa, Chairman of the Bukavu Link Committee, asks us to pray for his 

country during the run-up to their presidential elections

community. Should we feel dismay 
or perhaps apprehension? By no 
means – our story of faith will 
continue to express itself alongside 
theirs – their website indicates that 

they have a vacancy for an Imam 
and the job description includes the 
requirement ‘must also promote 
interfaith harmony’. This has to be 
good news for all.

Bishop of Bukavu and congregation after prayer

For more articles which, unfortunately, could 
not be accommodated in this issue, plus 

translations of some, 
please visit the PD Extra page of our website: 
www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/ 

Junction of Priory Street and Old Oak Terrace, 
with Old Oak Lane on the right
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AFTER the recent canoniza-
tion of the million and a half 

victims of the Armenian Genocide, 
Armenian churches throughout the 
world were given extraordinarily 
beautiful and powerful icons of 
these holy martyrs. At a ceremony 
in Cardiff  in November Bishop 
Hovakim Manoukyan, Primate 
of the Armenian Church in Brit-
ain and Ireland, presented one of 
these icons to me to be displayed in 
Christ Church.
 In January Bishop Hovakim, 
assisted by deacons from the Arme-
nian community in London, visited 
Christ Church to celebrate the 
Armenian Christmas Liturgy. He 
gave Communion both to Arme-
nians (who had come from across 
South Wales) and members of 
Christ Church’s Anglican congre-
gation. The church was presented 
with a wooden model of Holy 
Etchmiadzin Cathedral (the most 
sacred place in Armenia, where 
Christ appeared in a vision to St 
Gregory the Illuminator), and an 
Armenian cross, with its message 
of resurrection.
 A desperate shortage of priests 
means that there is no Armenian 
Easter service in Wales. Instead, 
Armenians travel to Carmarthen 
to join in the Sung Eucharist at 
Christ Church on Easter morning. 
I lead the Lord’s Prayer in English, 
Welsh and Armenian, and after-
wards Armenian Easter food (gatta 
– a special honey cake) is eaten 
with coff ee in the church hall. 
Baskets of specially coloured hard-
boiled eggs are blessed, and all the 
children then use them to play an 

Armenian version of conkers (the 
egg with the hardest shell wins).
 Later this year I hope to take 
part in an all-age Welsh Arme-
nian pilgrimage to the Republic of 
Armenia. Pilgrims have reached 
Wales from a variety of countries: 
Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon 
and Armenia itself. Every one of 
them has a family history involv-
ing trauma and tragedy. “They 
have become dear friends,” Canon 
Patrick says, “and are as precious 

Ecumenism: a shared treasure
From the outside, Christ Church, Carmarthen, may seem a typical Victorian Anglican 
building. However, Armenian Orthodox Christians in Wales now regard it as their 
parish church. A visitor soon discovers this unexpected link between one of the most 
ancient Christian churches in the world and the Church in Wales, as Patrick Thomas, 

Honorary Pastor to the Armenians in Wales, explains

IN 1990 the Decade of Evan-
gelism started in the Anglican 
Communion, including here in 
Wales. I was appointed to the 
Provincial Board of Mission to 
encourage the work of renewal, 
mission and evangelism in 
Wales. In that capacity, I was 
invited to attend the Church 
of England conferences for 
Diocesan Missioners. At one 
such conference a Roman 
Catholic Bishop was invited 
to speak (the R C Church was 
also committed to a Decade of 
Evangelisation). That Bishop 
said something which amazed 
me and which I have never 
forgotten: “In my opinion the 
chief weakness of my faith 
community is that many of our 
members have been sacramen-
talised, but they have never 
been evangelised.”
 By that he meant that they 
have been baptised, confi rmed 
and attend Mass, often as 
very faithful church members, 
but they have never found a 
personal faith in Jesus Christ as 
saviour and Lord.
 What a challenging state-
ment, especially when you

remember that it was spoken, 
not by a “hot Prot”, but by a 
Roman Catholic Bishop, who 
obviously has a very high view 
of the value and importance of 
the sacraments.
 What he said was true in 
my own experience. In my 
childhood and teenage years, I 
was a very committed church 
member of a rural Pembroke-
shire parish (Wiston) which 
gave me a defi nite faith in God. 
But call-up to the Army for 
National Service at 19 soon 
revealed my faith to be rather 
like furniture veneer, surface 
only, with no real depth. Even-
tually two other soldiers of my 
own age helped me to discover 
a personal faith in Jesus Christ, 
which brought my faith alive 
and which has never left me.
 I fi rmly believe that the 
wisdom of that Roman Cath-
olic Bishop, challenging and 
maybe surprising as it is, is true 
of our own faith community. If 
so, we should take it very seri-
ously if we want to see our 
churches growing both in spirit 
and in number.  

Some catholic wisdom
Bill Lewis, Provincial Offi  cer for Evangelism and Adult 
Education, 1990–1994, challenges us to consider the full 

meaning and implications of the e-word 

In my view

to me as my much-loved parish-
ioners in Christ Church. They were 
particularly touched that Bishop 
Joanna invited representatives of 
the Welsh Armenian community 
to her enthronement at St Davids.” 
Patrick’s new book, Welsh Christ-
mas (appearing in the autumn), 
includes a chapter on Armenian 
Christmas in Wales and I am 
working on a study of Armenian 
Christian spirituality. 

An informal day of learning, group activity, discussion and 
singing aimed at increasing a knowledge of hymns and how 
to use them – their origin, their use, their various types, their 

choice and their value in worship. 

Contact Revd. Robb Wainwright for more information.  

robbwain@gmail.com 

The next in our series of popular workshops 

DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES
Saturday, 16th September

10am-1pm
Led by Revd Prof David Jenkins (Ferryside)

This workshop is open to anyone interested in learning more about supporting those
living with dementia, and their carers

Places must be booked by 7th September, 
or enquiries, by e-mail:  tessa@ygilan.net 
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Reflection

WE enjoy the anticipation of 
a much-awaited holiday and 

savour our happy memories. The 
natural beauty of the coastline of 
West Wales and the surrounding 
countryside make it a favourite 
venue for holidaymakers. Some 
people return year upon year to 
relax in the peace and quiet or to 
enjoy their hobbies. Many treas-
ured childhood memories are 
rooted in visits where children 
enjoyed the freedom to roam and 
explore in the fresh air. First time 
visitors and foreign tourists are 
also enchanted by the peace and 
charm of the area and the warm 
welcome they receive.
 What exactly do we look for in 
a holiday? The choices are myriad. 
One of the main delights of leaving 
home is to let go of our everyday 
responsibilities, to relax and be at 
peace. Once home, however, our 
peace can soon disappear and when 
back to the daily grind our holidays 
can seem like a dream. The peace 
we are seeking can only be found 
in Jesus. Accept his invitation to 
“Come to me all who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you 
rest . . . my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” (Matt 11: 28 & 
30). It is a peace which passes all 
understanding that we can carry 
with us wherever we are.

Summer holidays
Myra Bennett and Sally Price, from Aberaeron, reflect on the 
benefits of a holiday and assure visitors of a warm welcome in 

West Wales

 Aberaeron is a popular visitor 
attraction with its colourful Geor-
gian houses, coastal and inland 
walking paths, peaceful river walk 
and opportunities to stroll or sit 
around the harbour. The views of 
the Cambrian coastline are magnifi-
cent and the sunsets are spectacular. 
A favourite pastime for many is to 
sit around the harbour watching the 
boats bobbing at high tide. Many 
children and their families enjoy 
the camaraderie of crabbing from 
the harbour walls discussing the 
best bait. Some often share their 
catch with those whose buckets 
remain empty in order for them to 
enjoy the fascination of watching 
the crabs before returning them to 
the sea.
 Holidays offer an opportunity 
for physical, mental and spirit-
ual refreshment. Jesus used his 
surroundings for his parables and 
if we use our spiritual eyes we can 
allow the beauty of nature to speak 
of God’s love and provision. Some-
times worries fill our minds like 
crabs in a bucket and the longer we 
examine them the more frightening 
they become. 
 1 Peter 5, verse 7 says: “Cast 
all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you” 
 Guide books and maps enhance 
our holidays. Jesus said: “I am the 

way and the truth and the life.” 
(John 14: 6). During our holi-
days we can re-evaluate our walk 
with Jesus. Are we following him 
closely or are we trying to go our 
own way in our own strength? 
Does he want to lead us in a new 
direction? 
 Wherever your travels lead you 
or if you are having a staycation 
and enjoying days out may you 
be truly blessed. A warm welcome 
awaits visitors and returning 
friends at Holy Trinity Church, 
Aberaeron. The church, like many 
others across St Davids Diocese, 
is open most weekdays. If you 
want to attend one of our services 
please see the noticeboard outside 
the church or look up our website 
www.aberaeronparish.org.uk for 
more information including our 
bimonthly Parish News and weekly 
Pew News. 
 Children are welcome and a 
Sunday School is available during 
our morning service at 11am. A 
visiting Beach Mission Team, based 
at New Quay, lead our Sunday 
School in August. An informal 
Café Church is held at Ambassa-
dors’ Café each second Sunday of 
the month at 5.15pm. Many visi-
tors join us to sing Hymns on the 
Quay outside the Tourist Informa-
tion Centre at 5.30pm each Sunday 
in August or in the church hall 
next to the church if the weather is 
inclement. 
 West Wales is a great place to 
enjoy a holiday. We hope our visi-
tors will keep on returning and find 
enduring peace.

WE are looking forward to 
welcoming Bishop Joanna 

as the highlight on Saturday 16th 
September to the 11am service led 
by Revd Andrew Loat and Canon 
Stuart Bell. The Bishop will then 
bless the newly restored St Non’s 
Well.
 However, there are other events 
of literary interest to commemo-
rate the lives of R S Thomas and 
his wife the artist, M E Eldridge. 
Thomas was Vicar of Eglwysfach 
from 1954-1967, and wrote some 
of his finest poetry at this time, 
becoming internationally famous.
 The first lecture is by Peter 
Lord on Friday 15th September  
M E Eldridge in context: Welsh 
Environment and Romanticism. 
This is followed by Professor Jason 
Walford Davies, Co-Director of 
the R S Thomas Research Centre, 
Bangor. His lecture is entitled 
The two-way traffic of meaningful 
speech: R S Thomas – a newly-
discovered correspondence.

 On Saturday 16th September at 
2pm there will be a lecture by Ifor 
ap Glyn (National Poet of Wales) 
Water spirituality: a tour around 
some notable wells from Buxton to 
Eglwysfach. Followed by Profes-
sor Tony Brown, also Co-Director 
of the R S Thomas Research 
Centre who will speak on Sharing 
in the building: The Creative Rela-
tionship of R S Thomas and Elsi 
Eldridge.
 The poetry competition takes 
place on 17th September. 1st 
prize £250, 2nd prize £100, highly 
commended £40. The judges are 
Gillian Clarke and Professor Tony 
Brown.
 Before the competition, at 
11.30am, there will be a poetry 

reading by Ifor ap Glyn and Gillian 
Clarke.
 The competition theme for 
poets is:
 I can’t speak my own
 Language – Iesu,
 All those good words:
 And I outside them.

 The meaning is in the waiting.

 A bird chimes
 from a green tree
 the hour that is no hour
 you know.  R S Thomas

For further information and the full 
programme please contact 

anita.heisterbach@gmail.com
www.eglwysfach.co.uk

Twitter RSThomas_litfes

R S Thomas Literary Festival 
and Open Poetry Competition 2017

Joy Neal sets out some of the highlights of this year’s festival, 
which will be held from 15th to 17th September at St Michael’s Church, Eglwysfach

R. S. Thomas o flaen yr Ystafell Haearn                   Lun: John Hedgecoe

Y Gwir Barch. Joanna Penberthy – Esgob Tyddewi
Ifor ap Glyn – Bardd Cenedlaethol Cymru

Yr Athro Tony Brown
Gillian Clarke – Bardd Cenedlaethol Cymru 2008-2016

Peter Lord
Jeremy Moore

Yr Athro Jason Walford Davies
Cyngerdd Sgarmes

EGLWYS SANT MIHANGEL
EGLWYSFACH

MACHYNLLETH SY20 8SX

Gwyl Lenyddol a
Chystadleuaeth
 Farddoniaeth

R. S. Thomas
Literary Festival & Poetry Competition

15-17 Medi/September 2017

^
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On Shrove Tuesday (28th February) the Men’s Fellowship and 
the Mothers’ Union of Dafen Church held a joint meeting, during 
which Wyn Killa was presented with a Halen y ddaear (Salt of 
the Earth) plate in recognition of his dedication to maintaining the 
church grounds and his commitment to church affairs. Nominated 
for the award by church members, Wyn was further surprised 
when Alwyn Humphries, and his film crew from Tinopolis Wales, 
arrived to make and record the presentation, which was then 

broadcast on S4C’s Prynhawn Da

On Easter Sunday, at St Mary’s Church, Hakin, the Rector of 
Hubberston, Revd Andy Bookless, dedicated a silver chalice 
and paten which have been donated in loving memory of Trevor 
Marvelly by his wife, Ann, and the family. Trevor was a lifelong 
member of St Mary’s, having been a few weeks old when the 
church opened. He first served as a choirboy and later held 
offices as People’s Warden, Rector’s Warden and Parish Warden 

in Hubberston
60 members of the Bro Lliedi Local Ministry Area enjoyed afternoon tea 

put on by St Peter’s Church, Llanelli, on Saturday 29th April

CYNHALIWYD cyngerdd   
  ysgafn o ganeuon 

traddodiadol yn Gymraeg a 
Saesneg gan Gôr yr Eglwys a’r 
Gymuned yn Eglwys Llanfihangel 
Ystrad ar nos Wener, 21 
Ebrill 2017. Un o’r caneuon a 
fwynhawyd yn fawr gan aelodau’r 
côr oedd ‘Gwyn ei fyd y gŵr’, 
cerddoriaeth a gyfansoddodd D D 
Scourfield, Aberdâr i eiriau’r salm 
gyntaf. Roedd ef yn berthynas 
i Dennis Scourfield, Talsarn a 
derbyniwyd copi o’r gân gan ei 
wraig Midge, sy’n aelod o’r côr. 

Cyngerdd yn Eglwys Llanfihangel Ystrad
Margaret Evans reports on the recent concert by the Church/Community Choir 
of Llanfihangel Ystrad to raise money for Renal Services at Morriston Hospital

Fel amrywiaeth i’r canu cafwyd 
eitemau Sbaenaidd eu naws ar 
y gitâr gan Miguel Ferreira a 
darllenwyd darnau o farddoniaeth 
ddramatig gan y Ficer, y Parchg. 
Ddr. Matthew Hill, Betty Davies, 
Lorraine Jones a Sarah Evans. 
Talwyd y diolchiadau hefyd gan 
ein ficer gan ddiolch yn arbennig 
i’n harweinyddes Mrs. Glynis 
Morris. Roedd elw’r noson yn 
mynd tuag at yr Uned Hunanofal, 
Gwasanaethau Arennol Ysbyty 
Treforys i’w galluogi i brynu 
peiriant dialysis symudol a fydd o 

gymorth i Sophie Lewis o Felin-
fach. Braf oedd ei gweld hi a’i 
mam yn y gynulleidfa. Diolch i 
bawb am eu cefnogaeth i’r achos 
teilwng hwn. Gwnaethpwyd 
elw o £200. Fe fydd y côr yn 
ymarfer bob nos Fercher rhwng 
6.30. a 7.30 y.h. yn yr Eglwys 
ac mae croeso bob amser 
i aelodau newydd.   
 Ceir manylion pellach 
oddi wrth Glynis Morris 

glynis@gdmorris.demon.co.uk 
neu 01570 481336

Côr Eglwys Llanfihangel Ystrad a’r Gymuned ar noson y cyngerdd. 
Yn absennol o’r llun mae Midge Scourfield a Mary Davies

Afternoon tea in Llanelli

Salt of the earth

Chalice & Paten dedicated 
at St Mary’s, Hakin
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Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in particular, we 

would like to encourage submission of articles in Welsh. 
Articles should be sent to the Managing Editor: Tessa Briggs,

editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk 
or photographs accompanied by a maximum of 50 words can be posted to:

Pobl Dewi,
The Diocesan Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG,

marked for the attention of ‘The Editor’

Book Reviews

Disclaimer
Pobl Dewi and the diocese of St Davids take no responsibility, liability or share the views or 
opinions of any articles contained herein. All information is the responsibility of the person or 
organisation submitting the article. Pobl Dewi take no responsibility for any errors or omissions

The Church and Boys
Making the connection
By Nick Harding
Pub: BRF; 2016
ISBN: 978-0-857-46509-2 
Price: £8.99
Recently I looked around our 
Sunday school: with an average 
attendance of 20, about 80% are 
girls. By contrast, the evangelistic 
youth group I run has only boys. 
Boys are absent from churches, but 
are not against Jesus or Christianity. 
This book covers a topic I am grap-
pling with, but the whole church 
urgently needs to tackle it as well. 
Harding’s introduction highlights 
Christian statistician Peter Brier-
ley’s work, which suggests that by 
2028 males will be an endangered 
species in our churches. Having 
written my dissertation on this 
topic I think Brierley is optimistic, 
especially if we look at the Church 
in Wales. This needs urgent atten-
tion – look around your church on 
Sunday. So, how does this book 
help?
 We need to realise that boys 
are different from girls. “Churches 
still tend to see their children, if 

A must-read they have any, as a homogeneous 
group.” Only once we recognise 
how boys and girls differ does the 
number of problems boys face in 
church become obvious. I recog-
nised situations I had encountered 
in my youth, in churches I know 
now or in our own Sunday school. 
Read this chapter with an open 
mind, expect to be challenged and, 
maybe as part of a group, look at 
what you can do to be more acces-
sible to boys. Every year I attend 
many carol services and subject 

people to my dislike for Once in 
Royal David’s City. Why? Because 
what does the line “Christian chil-
dren all must be mild, obedient, 
good as He” say to a boy? Boys 
want to be boys, they want a chal-
lenge and a hero. Jesus offers both, 
but does the church?
 Harding offers practical help 
with planning, materials, prayers, 
session outlines and worship ideas. 
After a recent discussion with 
young people at the Governing 
Body a point to highlight is simply 
talk to boys in your church, listen to 
them and include them in decision-
making. We should be inspiring the 
leaders of the future, and therefore 
appropriate mentoring and role 
models are needed. I was encour-
aged by a male vicar, who, once 
a month made a point of leaving 
the service to help in the Sunday 
School. Far from his comfort zone 
but showing that young people 
were just as central to church life 
as the rest of the congregation. 
 This book is a must-read for 
laity, clergy and bishop; it is an 
excellent first step to engaging 
more with boys. 

Dan Priddy

Waiting on the Word
Preaching sermons that 
connect people with God
By Lorraine Cavanagh
Pub; DLT; 2017
ISBN: 978-0-232-53262-3
Price: £12.99
I was a little apprehensive when 
asked to view a book on theology as 
I find them rather heavy going and 
like to dip in and out as required on 
individual topics. However, Wait-
ing on the Word was very good and 
I read it with uplifted joy. 
 Lorraine Cavanagh leads you 
through all the emotion, expres-
sion and theological attributes 
needed to deliver the word. Wait-
ing on the Word is for all who are 
starting their journey of preaching, 
and those who may have strayed 
from the path a little and want 
to find a way back: a very good, 
sound directional book on the art 
of preaching the Word of God.
 Waiting on the Word prepares 
you: it looks at the inner feelings 
you may have, it warns you of the 
out of body experiences that you 

will have and to which I can relate. 
It leads you through the experi-
ences of communication: the way 
you feel, how to make that contact 
and give to others your inner self in 
the ways which God leads you.
 In communicating your inner 
self, Waiting on the Word then leads 

A joy to read

Dethroning Mammon
Making money serve grace
By Justin Welby
Pub: Bloomsbury Continuum; 
2016
ISBN: 978-1-4729-2977-8
Price: £9.99
Before ordination, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury worked in the finan-
cial department of an oil company, 
and as a priest has chaired an NHS 
Trust and served on the Parlia-
mentary Commission on Banking 
Standards, investigating the 2008 
financial crash.
 He explores in his book, 
Dethroning Mammon, our attitudes 
to money and the power of its use 
and misuse. Today’s western soci-
ety is dominated by money and the 
power that these give individuals, 
nations, large conglomerates and 
institutions. The book challenges 
us to examine our priorities in 
terms of our lives and the civiliza-
tion in which we live. In the West 
we certainly have an abundance 
of resources and in this thought-
provoking book Archbishop Welby 
encourages us to examine the 
values and attitudes that exist in 
our civilization.
 The power that is held by 
individuals and nations, and the 
subsequent flow of finances, have a 
great impact on the world in which 
we live. The question he asks us to 
address is what is the way Chris-
tians should use these resources.
 In our material world, debt 
and desire for things and posses-

An antidote to today’s 
acquisitive society

sions are the way in which we are 
enslaved. The way in which mate-
rialism affects our lives is not the 
answer to the challenges we face. 
The challenge for all of us is how 
we assess and measure these influ-
ences and to judge the impact of 
these forces on ourselves.
 In essence, we often have the 
wrong attitude to power and need-
lessly cling to possessions.
 This thought-provoking book 
is an interesting exposé of the need 
for mammon, and the need to use it 
for the good of human kind. Aware-
ness of what shapes our lives and 
thinking enables us to ensure that 
the influence that affects our lives 
is Christ and his message, and not 
the desire for mammon.

Nick Griffin, 
Chair, Diocesan Board of Finance

you through the content, prepar-
ing your sermon. It emphasises 
the importance of being prepared, 
knowing a week in advance what 
your next service is going to cover, 
so that during the week you can 
integrate current events into your 
preaching; having an understand-
able thread that you can give to the 
congregation will then follow.
 Cavanagh does warn you that, 
once you are in that zone, so to 
speak, you will from time to time 
be in awe of the power of God and 
how you will tend to be afraid as 
you speak of the past in the present 
and, hopefully, project his word to 
the future. She gives good advice 
that you should focus on three 

people: Christ, the people and 
the preacher, and be aware of the 
boundaries that you should keep 
within.
 Waiting on the Word picks up 
on the different Christian festi-
vals and funerals, the approach to 
consider, how to prepare, dealing 
with the unexpected and learn-

ing that whatever your sermon is 
based on there is only one God but 
a number of religions. 
 A bit daunting when you start 
your preaching, or even when you 
are experienced, but this book is 
informative, helpful and a joy to 
read.

Roger Nock, Reader

Am ragor o erthyglau, nad oedd hi’n bosib eu 
cynnwys yn y rhifyn hwn, ynghyd â chyfieithiad o 

rai ohonynt, ewch i dudalen 
PD Extra ar ein gwefan: 

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk/life/pobldewi/pdextra/


