
 

 

Enjoy it :: 
“I am overwhelmed with joy in the LORD my God! For 

he has dressed me with the clothing of salvation and 
draped me in a robe of righteousness.” 
Isaiah 61:10 (New Living Translation) 

Enjoying it is about seeing, and remembering and being fully 
present. 

Seeing :: Properly seeing who is in the room!  We have sometimes 
made worship an extremely personal activity.  Me and my God. 
My worship time.  Lets see, as we worship, beyond our own 
defences, walls and barriers . . . worship is not for us as 
individuals – it IS what we bring, together, as a worshipping 
community.  Let’s see it! 

Remembering :: In the Old Testament, remembering was a key 
aspect of worship.  The people of God would remember the things 
God had done and they would worship, delight in His goodness, 
praise Him for His faithfulness to them.  Through the ages!  We 
too should remember some stuff, especially as we grow older – 
what was it like to be a child full of wonder?  As the people of God 
remembered the stories of God, what He has done – they passed it 
on to the next generation.  They remembered and shared it with 
their children. What an exciting opportunity then being together 
for worship gives us – the whole community of faith together – 
remembering, wondering, thanking and sharing . . . 

Being fully present :: If we could just enter in to what is 
happening right now, even when we are not sure it is where we 
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want to be and what we want to be happening I think we would 
be blown away by what God is doing!  Jesus came that we might 
have life in all its fullness – life cannot be full for the people of 
God unless we are, all ages, the people of God together.  Being 
fully present is about being prepared to enter in to all that is 
happening now.  We don’t worship from the sidelines.  We have to 
show up and be ready for it, not message in our presence while 
we think about what is for lunch. 

Make a Meal of it :: 

“You feed them from the abundance of your own house, 
letting them drink from your river of delights.” 

Psalm 36:8 (New Living Translation) 

Sometimes what goes out of the window when we are all together 
is any kind of balance - lets make sure that in our spiritual food 
there is balance.  A great healthy, full on, slap up God meal!  A 
thought through, planned, engaging spiritual MEAL for everyone 
to get their teeth stuck in to – plenty to chew over and a great 
mix of ingredients . . . make sure you include :: 

Sung worship : With lyrics, can come great sign language or 
amazing imagery that – for many – it just makes sense to move 
around and use our bodies to echo the words.  Some great songs 
also have tunes, melody, rhythm that makes it really hard to sit or 
stand still . . . move it! 

Pray ::  There are SO many ways to engage in prayer . . . 
reflective action, symbols, multi-media, music, visual aids – get 
the whole congregation praying – oh, and why not get the whole 
congregation praying for each other?  Life at school, work, home 
can have different prayer needs – think of how the lives of those 
present can shape the “what” of prayer and also the “how”. 

Do Story :: Nothing grips like a good story – and this is not an 
age thing.  What good news story will be central to your worship 
– even stories that are hard and have tough things in them can be 
good news for us – in Christ, what is not redeemed?  Everything 
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has the potential for restoration, forgiveness, new life, 
resurrection . . . but – don’t just read the story – tell it!  Bring it to 
life, act it out, bring the drama!   

Involve People ::  The word “liturgy” literally means the work of 
the people – so, in what way can worship be what you do together, 
what you create?  How can the participation of people within the 
congregation help build and shape the worship. 

Connect it all ::  This is a skill – there is not denying that!  But, 
someone who can weave a way through all the parts and bring 
out how everything hands together – around the particular 
theme, the Bible text, the season . . . whatever it might be – join 
some dots.   

Keep Things Moving ::  This is important, partly for the varied 
attention spans in the room – partly to make space and time for 
every activity and, it is much easier to keep to time (50 minutes 
for this kind of worship service is plenty) if you begin bang on 
time and then keep the content engaging.   
 

Say ONE thing :: 

“When God our Saviour revealed his kindness and love, he 
saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, 
but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving 

us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. He 
generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Because of his grace he declared us 
righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit 

eternal life.” 
Titus 3:4-7 (New Living Translation) 

It is hard to add anything to these verse from Titus – they 
beautifully sum up the Gospel!  We have a simple Gospel that we 
can sometimes make more complicated – sometimes, when we 
preach or teach, if we are honest – by adding LOADS of words by 
way of explanation.  I could attempt to explain what the words in 
Titus mean . . . but, here is an example of where scripture just 
“says it”. 
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We need to begin, I believe, with a simple thought.  One thing – 
and then unpack it – not with loads of words (someone once said 
“The Word became flesh . . . and we have turned Him back in to 
words“) 

We need to teach, show, explore, engage, create an experience of 
that one thing . . . whether we are doing an all age worship 
service about “being found” by Jesus; God’s great love for us; 
Being forgiven; Using our gifts; 

In an All Age Worship context . . . I would then explore this in lots 
of ways, but the ONE thing.  You could have a lost and found 
game, a lost and found drama, a lost and found scripture reading, 
lost and found prayers . . . a lost and found illustration, a 
lost and found video clip . . . you get the idea!   

Take one thing to explore.  Tell people what you are going to be 
exploring.  Explore it in a myriad of ways.  Then finish by 
reminding them of the exploration you have been on. (Tell them 
what you are going to do, do it, tell them what you have done!) 
 

Make it Regular :: 

“They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in 
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with 
great joy and generosity – all the while praising God and 

enjoying the goodwill of all the people.” 
Acts 2:46-47 (New Living Translation) 

If we are going to aim for the best when we get together for all 
age worship we need the right attitude.  “Regular” does not mean 
all the time, every week . . . but it is about being faithful and 
consistent.  Committing to being together as part of what we 
declare about being the Body of Christ.  We are less of what we 
could be when we are not together . . . 

So, here are some key reasons for making it regular :: 
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Build a Pattern ::  You have to do something more than once to 
get a sense of how it is going.  IF you have not properly had a 
crack at All Age worship for a few years it is no good just doing a 
one off . . . give a YEAR to it and do at least FOUR during that 
time.  Begin to create a shape and pattern that people can get 
used to, build in some familiar features – but don’t experiment 
with one – allow it time to “bed in”. 

Get with the Seasons :: There are some great seasonal things you 
can get stuck in to . . . Easter and Christmas being taken as a 
given!  Not ALL seasonal stuff needs to be a Christian festival for 
you to make something of it with an All Age worship . . . some 
things might even gather a crowd of people who don’t usually 
attend Church (think Mothers Day, Fathers Day, Harvest, All 
Hallows, Pentecost) . . . 

Model what you want to see :: How ever fantastic our age 
appropriate groups and teaching are – there is no comparison in 
terms of teaching and modelling than seeing families do stuff 
together like praying for each other and worshipping and serving 
and giving and loving alongside each other.   

Kids need to see their parents meet with God in worship, they 
need to see them pray, they need to see them engage with 
scripture, they need to see that Jesus is of paramount importance 
in their lives.  

Give Them A Take Away :: 

“But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you 
free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you 

heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” 
James 1:25 (New Living Translation) 

What will people be encouraged to do with what they go away 
with? How do we help people not forget what they have heard and 
seen? 
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Give people something to take away with them that they can do 
during the week – an action, a thought, a prayer, something they 
can do with others, something they could do by themselves . . . 
What can you give them that will help them root what has been 
explored in the day to day of Monday onwards? 

Get yourself to a Cash and Carry ::  Go to a Cash and Carry, 
“Bookers” or “Costco” somewhere like that (whatever the 
equivalent might be in your country where you can buy in bulk 
cheaply) and buy a LOAD of take away boxes.  The kind you might 
find at a take away burger or fish and chips place. 

Consider your theme ::  OK, what is your theme for the All Age 
Worship?  Prayer?  The Love of God?  A message from a story like 
Zacchaeus?  The parable of the Lost Coin?  Now distill it down, 
what are some of the component parts of the message? 

Put FOUR things in the box :: Right, thinking about the theme or 
story for the All Age Worship – put the following FOUR things in 
the box :: 

:: Memory Verse 
:: A Prayer 
:: An Activity  
:: A Symbol with a thought 

Build in time to explain the box ::  This might seem daft, but – if 
you have not done this before, just a brief explanation – you want 
to make sure people do take them away with them at the end and 
know why they have them! 
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