
Youth Group Planning 

Easter – Pentecost 

Five sessions based on the theme of ‘celebration!’ 

Session 1 - Easter  

Introduction: As we have been celebrating Easter – the greatest celebration of all for Christians  
 
Bible Verse: John 10:10 ‘I came that you might have life, life in all its fullness.’ 
 
Explain: Lots of young people may think that Easter is long gone but explain that Easter goes on 
for 50 days! We will be celebrating different things – lots of the ‘good news’ of Jesus right the way 
up until Pentecost (50 days after Easter). Jesus came to bring us new life at Easter and to give us 
that life forever, life in all its fullness – so there is lots to celebrate! 
 
Game: Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Activity: Different ways of learning the simple Bible verse. 
Make the verse simpler ‘I came that you might have life in its fullness’ 10 words to remember John 
10:10 
 
Treasure hunt to find the words (cut up on separate pieces of paper – perhaps in different colours 
for 2 teams!) 
Over and Under game – in teams of 5 or 10 ideally to stand in a line one behind the other and 
pass a ball over their head and between their legs alternately saying a word at a time. 
Making hand prints using paint and writing one word on each of the fingers. 
 
Liturgy: Plastic egg prayers 
Buy some empty plastic Easter eggs and give one to each young person. Revisit the Bible verse 
about what life in all its fullness really means. What would they like their life to be full ok? Not 
material things e.g. money but what do they need more of e.g. patience, confidence, self-belief, 
etc. 
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Session 2 - resurrection appearances 
 
Introduction: Jesus appeared to his disciples quite a few times after he had risen from the dead. 
Why did he do that? Does anyone know the story of doubting Thomas? Do you think you’d be 
more like him or more like the others? Do you need to see something to believe in it? 
 
Bible Verse: John 21:6  Put out your nets into deep water on the right side of the boat and you 
WILL catch some fish 
 
Explain: Jesus met his disciples after he had risen from the dead. On this occasion he met them 
on a beach and they had breakfast together.  
 
Game: Using the story, sit in a circle. Read it once normally and then the second time ask the 
young people to be either John or Peter and swap places when their name is called.  
If the reader says fish say ‘yum, yum’ and rub their tummies 
If the leader says Jesus – clap your hands above your heads quickly once, Jesus had risen.  

The disciples were all very happy that Jesus had been raised from the dead. They had seen Jesus 
a few times since he had been resurrected. 
One day Peter said, “I’m going out to fish.” John and some other disciples decided to go along with 
him. 

They all went to the Sea of Galilee and got into a boat. The way the fishermen would fish was to 
put their nets into the water and pull them up to see if there were fish inside. People liked to fish at 
night because lots of fish came to the surface of the water and the fishermen could catch them. 
Usually that worked but not this time. John and the others fished all night but they did not catch 
any fish. They tried throwing the net on the right side and the left side but they just couldn’t catch 
any fish. 

Early in the morning they looked up and saw someone on the beach. The man yelled and asked 
them if they had caught any fish. When they said no the man yelled again, “Throw your nets on the 
right side of the boat and you will find some fish.” 

The fishermen probably wondered about that. After all, they had been throwing the net on both 
sides all night and they hadn’t caught anything yet. Why should they do it again? 

Finally they decided to give it a try and cast their nets off the right side of the boat. When they 
started to pull the net up they saw that there were fish in it. There were lots of fish in the net. In 
fact, there were so many fish that the seven apostles could not even lift the net into the boat. They 
decided to head for shore and pull the net beside the boat. 

Then John looked at the beach again. He took a closer look at the man standing there. Wait a 
minute. The man looked familiar. It was Jesus! When John told everyone Peter got very excited. 
He really wanted to see Jesus again so he jumped into the water. Peter made his way to shore 
while the others followed with the boat and net full of fish. 

When Peter and the apostles got to the shore they saw that Jesus had a fire going and some fish 
already cooking. “Bring some of the fish you caught and we will eat them too,” Jesus said. “We will 
eat breakfast on the beach.” 

Peter and the others brought some of the fish. There were plenty left because they had caught 
153 big fish! Jesus fed the disciples a big breakfast of fish and bread.  



Activity: Decorating pebbles using sharpies or paint. 

 

Liturgy: If you can, visit a beach with your young people to do this. If not have a large container of 
water. Talk about how it might be difficult to have faith in something if we can’t see it. Or at other 
times our faith may be tested. The disciples saw Jesus to believe that he was risen. They had to 
trust him to put their nets out and catch fish as they hadn’t caught anything all night. 
Let go of your pebble into the water and think about what you put your trust/faith in. What do you 
need help with to trust or have more faith?  
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Session 3 – God’s gifts to us 

Introduction: God has given us good things to help us to celebrate with Him and to understand 
more about him. 

Explain: the biggest things we have to help us on our journey of faith are the church and the Bible. 

Bible verse: Psalm 19:10 the word of the Lord is greater than gold.  

Game: Play a game dividing the room in two. Call out books of the Bible as you pull them out a hat 
and ask the young people to run to one side of the room if they think they are Old Testament or 
the other if they think they are New Testament – have small prizes e.g. sweets for those they get 
right.  

Activity: Visit a church and take a slow walk around the building for the young people to walk 
around and ask any questions they might have. 

Divide the young people into teams and have a Bible quiz to test their knowledge. Use some or all 
of the questions suggested here. 

Bible Quiz 
1. Who built the ark? 
2. Who parted the sea with his staff to make his people walk through safely? 
3. Where did Jesus grow up? 
4. Name the four gospels 
5. What was the name of the giant who David fought? 
6. Which garden did Jesus go to to pray before he died? 
7. How many disciples did Jesus have? 
8. How many books are there in the Bible? 
9. What job did most of the disciples do? 
10. What was Paul’s name before he became Paul? 
11. What was the name of the angel who came to speak to Mary? 
12. Which happened first Jesus’ baptism or the feeding of the 5000? 
13. Which city wall did Joshua break down? 
14. What is the name of the Queen who saved the Jewish people in the Old Testament? 
15.  How many loaves and fishes were there in the feeding of the 5000? 
16. Who was the first man created on earth? 
17. Who did Jesus raise from the dead? 
18. Who was rescued out of the Lion’s den? 
19.  Who baptised Jesus? 
20. What was the name of the disciple who didn’t believe in Jesus’ resurrection until he saw 

him? 
21. Who was swallowed by a big fish or a whale? 
22. The Beatitudes is another name for the sermon on the……? 
23. What did Jesus ride on into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? 
24. About how old was Jesus when he died? 
25. How many commandments did God give to Moses? 
26. Which disciple walked on water with Jesus? 
27. Where was Jesus when he turned water into wine? 
28.  How many books are there in the New Testament? 
29. How many commandments did Jesus tell us about in the New Testament? 
30.  What was the first thing that God created? - light 
31.  Whose father gave him a coat of many colours? 



32. What food do we ask God to give us in the Lord’s prayer? 
33. What did Jesus’ father do for a job? 
34. Jesus told us a parable about a lost coin and a lost……..? 
35. Which of the disciples betrayed Jesus? 
36. What kind of job did Zacchaeus do? 
37. After the great flood what sign did God give that he would not flood the world again? 
38.  What is the name of the man who wrote lots of letters to different churches? 
39.  How many books are there in the Old Testament? 
40. Which King wanted to kill Jesus when he was a baby? 
41. What is the name of the day when we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit? 
42. What is the last book of the Bible called? 
43. What is the first book of the Bible called? 
44. What is the longest book in the Bible? 
45. How many days does Lent last for? 
46. What is the day called when we remember Jesus going back to heaven? 
47. How many days does Easter last for? 
48. Mary Magdalene washed Jesus feet with her tears, what did she dry them with? 
49. What is the other name for disciples? 
50. What was the name of the garden where Adam and Eve lived?  

 
Liturgy: 
Have some key Bible verses written on lolly sticks. Ask the young people to pull one out of a jar, 
read it aloud and then take it home to think about this week.  
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Session 4 – God’s promises 

Introduction: All through the Bible (which we were thinking about last week) God makes promises 
to his people and promises them good things – like we remembered in the first week when we 
were promised life in all its fullness.  

Bible Verse: Revelation 21 – new heaven and a new earth 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Behold, God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people 
and God himself will be with them. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away 

 

Explain: Today we are going to go right to the end of the Bible – the last book called ‘Revelation’ 
and think about what God promises the future and even heaven will be like. This book is filled with 
lots of strange sounding things and ‘visions’ that people had. But they all tell us about good things 
God promises us for the future.  

Game: Create some ‘feely boxes’ or use a blindfold and an ordinary box. Fill them with strange 
things and then ‘reveal’ what they are at the end. You might use something like jelly, peeled 
grapes, cereal mixed with a small amount of milk.  

Activity: Making cakes. We put all the ingredients together, which on their own might seem 
strange and not good to eat but together they make something good, a bit like God’s promises to 
us. You might want to decorate them with key words from the Bible verse e.g. no sadness or 
‘happiness’ the word revelation or promises.  

Liturgy: Eating the cakes and thinking about God’s goodness to us. 

Have some strips of paper with promises from God from the Bible written on them. Ask the young 
people to read them and then join them together like a paperchain.  
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Session 5 – Pentecost – Party! 
 
Introduction: On arrival – making ‘flames’ to add to party hats with their names on. Talk about the 
word Pentecost. Why have they used flames?  
 
Bible Verse: Matthew 28:20 I am with you always. 
 
Explain: One of God’s promises is that he is always with us. Jesus gave us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to make that promise come true. Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Easter and we 
remember the story of the disciples being together again in the room where they had the last 
supper. They heard a noise like wind and things like flames rested on their heads. The Holy Spirit 
gave them the power to speak different languages, it was Jesus’ gift to them, the Bible says that 
the Holy Spirit lives in us.  
 
Game/Activity:  Party games – musical chairs, pass the parcel,  etc. 
Other games using a ‘Pentecost theme’ duck, duck goose (disciple, disciple, spirit), pin the flame 
on the disciple’s head, holy spirit tag 
Circle games (again using a theme) e.g. fruit salad (using names of disciples or elements like 
wind, flame, language, dove) 
 
Liturgy: perhaps have a short time of prayer together, ask the young people to write their own 
prayers on the ‘flames’.  
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