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Messy Church members at 
Merthyr, Carmarthen, have 
been helping their local food 
bank. Mia and Mali Bevans, 
with Sapphire and Primrose 
Lewis-McNally handed  in 
gifts of non-perishable 
produce collected at Harvest 
Thanksgiving to Carmarthen 
Food Bank Manager, Share 
Bower. The children and 
young people learned that 
one in five people in the UK 
live below the poverty line. 
The food bank provides 
nutritionally-balanced, 
emergency food for three 
days to local people in crisis.
For more on Becoming a 
Generous People 
see pages 4 & 5

Newly-licensed Readers, left to right: Wyn Maskell, Janet Rees, 
Susan Lilleyman, Caroline Jones. Far right: Janet Ingram 
who was transferred from England. Back Row: Gaynor Ford, 
Warden of Readers; Bishop Wyn; Archdeacon Dennis Wight 

Readers’ Licensing: 
19th October at the cathedral

THEY say that the sun shines 
on the righteous. If that’s 
true, then Growing Hope 

was bound to succeed. And so it 
did.
 Over 200 people, a sell-
out, converged on the university 
campus in Carmarthen to be 
greeted by clearing skies and a day 
of enlightenment.
 As they arrived they spoke of 
their hopes for the day. “Insight-
ful, exciting exploration that won’t 
be too dull . . . To know where the 
spirit is leading me . . . I feel I’m 
being led to do something and this 
might help me . . . Hoping to learn 
something to get more people back 
into the church . . . Peace, stillness 
and future . . .  Some enlightenment 
– because I’m confused.”
 As the opening worship urged 
us to ‘Come and praise our maker’, 
the scene was set.
 The keynote speaker was Arch-
deacon Bob Jackson. His research 
among our churches has yielded 
some surprising conclusions. For 
example, there’s been no reduction 

HOPE IS GROWING – 
AND THE SOIL IS GOOD
There was evidence of green shoots within our churches at the diocesan ‘Growing Hope’ event on 9th November, reports Jenny Kimber

in church attendance for the last 
three years. And it’s the smaller 
churches that are growing and the 
larger ones which have shrunk – no 
excuses now for tiny rural congre-
gations! He gave us 3 tips: 
1. Be Intentional – don’t just do 

things out of habit, do them for a 
reason. Attitude is important.
2. Be prayerful – only God can 
makes churches grow so we need 
to ask him.

continued on page 18
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IN September, four of us repre-
sented St Davids at the National 

Ultreya in Wakefield Cathedral. 
More than 300 Cursillistas from 
across Britain gathered for a joyous 
celebration of our faith. The banner 
parade, accompanied by a brass 
band around the shopping precinct 
at the centre of which is the cathe-
dral, attracted a lot of interest.
 Wakefield is blessed with 
Cursillistas within the cathedral – 
the Dean, a Canon, and a Verger 
– so our welcome was warm and 
wonderful. It was extra special 
as our dear friend Hugh Burgess, 
Spiritual Director of St Asaph 
Diocese, was introduced as new 
National Spiritual Director, replac-
ing Bishop Idris. Next year’s 
‘National’ is in Canterbury Cathe-
dral – even further to travel but 
some of us are already planning to 
attend. 
 On 19th October we held our 
AGM in Curtis House, St Davids. 
After lunch we walked down to 
the cathedral in brilliant sunshine 
(the morning weather had been 

From Wakefield to Brecon 
via St Davids

It has been a very busy few months for St Davids Cursillo, writes Judy Webb

IN 2003 the American Episco-
palian Church (TEC) elected as 

bishop in New Hampshire a man 
who had left his wife and children 
in order to form a sexual partner-
ship with a man. In the same year 
the diocese of New Westminster 
(Canada) authorised same-sex 
blessings. The shockwaves from 

Venerable Dr Will Strange, comes home from Nairobi
with much to think about

these events caused the Primates 
of the Anglican Communion to say 
that they had ‘torn the fabric’ of 
the worldwide Anglican Commun-
ion. However, these words were 
not followed by any significant 
action, and TEC and the Canadian 
Church remained in good standing. 
As a result, orthodox Christians 

from around the world organised 
a conference in Jerusalem in 2008 
to make a positive commitment to 
biblically-based Anglican Chris-
tianity (Global Anglican Future 
Conference, or GAFCON). It 
formulated a statement of doctrine 
and vision (the Jerusalem State-
ment) and set up a Fellowship of 
Confessing Anglicans.
 Five years on a second 
GAFCON conference took place in 
Nairobi, from October 21st-26th. 
This time some 1300 Anglicans, 
including over 300 bishops and 
archbishops attended. Thanks to 
the generous assistance of the 
Evangelical Fellowship in the 
Church in Wales, I was able to be 
among them at the first-rate confer-
ence facility in the precincts of All 
Saints’ Cathedral. 
 We met brothers and sisters 
facing huge pressure from mili-
tant Islam. We met others who face 
pressure from fellow Anglicans. 
Some from the USA and Canada, 
have reluctantly had to leave 
the ‘official’ Anglican provinces 
(TEC and the Anglican Church of 
Canada), have faced a barrage of 
law suits, and have been person-
ally sued as a result. Some PCC 
members have been unable to get 
a credit card or a mortgage because 
TEC has been suing them. Bishop 
Jack Iker, the Anglo-Catholic 
Bishop of Fort Worth, showed me 
his bishop’s ring and wryly told me 
how TEC had sued him for posses-
sion of that!
 The conference produced a 

communiqué and a statement, 
drawn up through a remarkable 
process of consultation among the 
whole body of delegates. Both are 
available on the GAFCON website. 
 Some critics of GAFCON have 
characterised it as an American-
financed ploy to enlist the African 
churches in Western culture wars. 
All I can say is that Nairobi did 
not feel like that. The finances 
were provided by the delegates, 
of whom the greater part were 
African. GAFCON’s leadership 
is largely non-Western. This new 
voice for Anglicanism expresses 
the reality that the centre of Angli-

can life has shifted – to Africa in 
particular. 
 If there is one thing I’d like to 
have brought back with me it was 
the worship group ‘Divine Voices’. 
Their joy and energy in praise and 
worship was something I have not 
experienced before. Clergy as well 
as laity on the stage led us in song 
– in English, Swahili, Yoruba and 
Luganda – and in dance, too. Infec-
tious, inspiring and uplifting, the 
worship in the conference centre 
and in the cathedral crystallised for 
me all that GAFCON was about.

dreadful!) Outside we met two 
holidaying Cursillistas from Perth, 
Australia, who joined us with great 
joy on all sides. Bishop Wyn met us 
at the door and, led by our banner, 
we all processed through the cathe-
dral to the Lady Chapel singing to 
the accompaniment of a banjo – 
much to the delight and amazement 
of the cathedral visitors. 
 The Bishop celebrated Eucha-
rist, during which he commissioned 
Hazel Burn as our Lay Director for 
the next three years, and preached 
on Cursillo and our place in the life 
of the Church. Afterwards we all 
enjoyed tea and cake (a special cake 
from Santiago de Compostela – the 
pilgrimage on which the Cursillo 
movement was originally based). 
Friends and visitors came from far 
and wide to support Hazel; our new 
friends from Australia were still 
with us, and e-mail addresses were 
exchanged. 
 Our three-day weekend was 
held at the end of October in Coleg 
Trefeca, near Brecon. With a team 
of 12 St Davids Cursillistas and 

nine pilgrims (five from Swan-
sea and Brecon and four from St 
Davids), a wonderful, spirit-filled 
weekend of tears, laughter, study 
and worship enveloped us all. 
Because of the threatened hurri-
cane we trimmed our last day’s 

programme, holding our clos-
ing service in the college rather 
than in Talgarth Church. We were 
joined by many friends and fellow 
Cursillistas who shared our joy as 
the new Cursillistas received their 
crosses. God is good – all the time! 
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Appointments

Revd Mair Owen
to serve as Assistant Curate 
in Carmarthen St Peter, 
26 September 2013

Revd Canon Stuart Bell 
(Permission to Offi ciate) to 
serve as Acting Area Dean, 
Deanery of Llanbadarn Fawr, 
16 September 2013 

Revd David Hammon, 
Priest in Charge of Lampeter 
Velfrey & Llanddewi Velfrey, 
appointed Priest in Charge of 
the new Grouped Benefi ce of 
Lampeter Velfrey & Llanddewi 
Velfrey & Eglwys Gymun, 
19 November 2013 

Revd Don MacGregor, 
Priest in Charge, Llanrhian 
& Mathry w Granston w St 
Nicholas & Jordanston, to 
serve also as Area Dean of 
Dewisland & Fishguard, 
17 November 2013

FOR the third year running, the 
overwhelming focus of the 

2013 conference was on the Strat-
egy for Growth – the document 
that, once fi nalised, will defi ne 
what the diocese looks like by the 
time we celebrate our centenary in 
2020. 
 In his presidential address 
(delivered this year as part of the 
opening Eucharist), Bishop Wyn 
compared it to planning, build-
ing and furnishing a house: “By 
wisdom a house is built and by 
understanding it is established; by 
knowledge the rooms are fi lled . . .” 
(Proverbs 24.3)
 The Bishop saw wisdom aplenty 
in the responses received from the 
various strategy meetings held in 
the year since the last conference, a 
digest of which – archdeaconry by 
archdeaconry – informed the group 
discussion sessions that spent most 
of the day seeking a clearer under-
standing of what it is exactly that we 
are establishing.
 Planning, building, furnishing
. . . so how far have we got? Well, 
still on the planning, apparently. 
Although some building blocks 
have been delivered, others are on 
the way and we’ve got a few defi -
nite ideas about how the rooms and 
furnishings will look. 
 And much time was spent 
coming up with more. The discus-
sion groups were tasked with 
identifying any gaps in the plans 
insofar as they help to defi ne (a) 
what Growth looks like and (b) 
what we propose to do to make it a 
reality.

Planning, building, 
furnishing

Notes from this year’s diocesan conference

CONFERENCE 
FACTFILE

Nominations: 
All vacancies have 
been suspended to 
make way for the 
creation of new Ministry 
Areas

Exploring Faith:
Eleven OLMs are 
currently in training for 
ordination
Over 100 people now 
on the course

Churches & Pastoral: 
Ven Dennis Wight has 
replaced Ven Keith 
Smalldon as chairman

Communications:
Future editions of the 
Yearbook may only be 
available digitally/online

Parsonage Board:
A bio-fuel boiler pro-
gramme is now in place 
to reduce heating costs

 Several common concerns 
emerged. Not least among them 
was a perceived lack of spiritual-
ity underpinning the project; too 
much quantity, not enough quality. 
God, it was widely felt, was rather 
under-represented. Another thing 
that delegates believed needed 
more prominence was training – 
good, practically-based training 
– to ensure the right people had the 
right skills in the right job.
 Because, as Bishop Wyn said: 
“The house we are building is not 
any old house: it is the kingdom of 
God; it is our home; it is our hearth; 
it is where we are meant to be. 
 “The understanding by which it 
is established is the wisdom of God 
himself. And the wisdom which 
builds it is the wisdom of God 
himself. The knowledge which 
fi lls its room with all precious and 
pleasant riches is the Wisdom of 
God himself.”

A NEW parsonage was com-
pleted in Llandeilo on 24th 

October. It is the 5th in a new 
generation of high specifi cation 
houses built to Code 3 sustainable 
home standards, the others being in 
Lampeter, Crymych, Herbrandston 
and Llangwm. This represents a 
considerable investment by the 
Parsonage Board, and is in line 
with our commitment to provide 
clergy with the best possible stand-
ard of housing, subject to funding.
 The Parsonage Board is very 
much aware of the need to provide 
homes for our clergy that are 
comfortable, affordable to heat and 
provide family privacy and secu-
rity, as well as being well placed 
and equipped for Ministry. New 
bio-mass, wood pellet boilers are 
being installed in older and larger 
properties to improve living stand-
ards where those properties cannot 
be replaced, and the Parson-
age Board is committed to a long 
term process of improvement. The 
installation of these systems is, 
however only really suited to larger 
properties, which are heated by oil. 

 New Ministry areas will 
provide additional challenges to 
the Parsonage Board’s work and 
new parsonages have recently been 
placed in Red Roses, Broadway 
and Golden Grove. Six other new 
acquisitions/ replacements are in 
the pipeline and new study exten-

sions have also been provided 
recently.
 The Parsonage Board also has 
a program of continuous planned 
maintenance, including painting, 
to keep our properties in as good 
repair as possible.

Peter Campbell celebrates the opening of a new parsonage in 
Llandeilo and highlights the work of the Parsonage Board, of 

which he is Chairman

If you are looking for a venue, located centrally in the diocese, 
which can accommodate up to about 20 people, 

please get in touch.  

Ample free car parking. Coff ee/tea making faciliti es.
Subject to availability

St Davids Diocesan Offi  ce, Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG

Tel: 01267 236145; e-mail: janetevery@churchinwales.org.uk

THE DIOCESAN OFFICE:
HERE FOR YOU

Did you know that the Board Room 

at the Diocesan Offi  ce is available, free of charge, 

for meeti ngs & seminars?

Fit for the 21st century
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IT’S a two stage process. Firstly, 
the Diocesan Board of Finance 

(DBF) has to prepare a budget 
of the money needed to run the 
diocese for the next year and, 
secondly, that cost has to be spread 
over the parishes in a fair way.
The budget: Early in June each 
year the Diocesan Secretary and 
the budget sub-committee meet to 
assess requirements. The Bishop 
and Archdeacons advise the 
expected number of stipendiary 
clergy who will be in place, which 
enables the calculation of the total 
cost of stipends, pensions, National 
Insurance, other employment costs 
and the calculation of housing 
costs, training etc. These expenses 
amount to 81% of total expenditure 
in the 2014 budget.
 Direct support for parishes 
and grants amount to 9.1% of 
expenditure, property costs includ-
ing quinquennial inspections 2%, 
the remainder being made up of 
support, communication and safe-
guarding costs.
 Since 2008 the budget and 
expenditure by the DBF has fallen 
by 2.11%. That has been achieved 
by careful budgeting but by far the 
greatest contribution to the saving 
is that annual stipend increases to 
clergy have fallen far below RPI 
increases and we need to recognise 
and thank them, and their families, 
in this respect.
 Total expected expenditure for 
2014 is £4.984 million. But not all 
of that is paid by Ministry Share 

The diocesan budget and you
Parish Treasurers have received their Ministry Share advices for 
2014. Martin Presdee Jones and Peter Campbell, Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the Diocesan Board of Finance, 

explain how these evolve

from parishes. The DBF receives 
a grant from the Representative 
Body (RB) of £1.159 million and 
has other income so that Minis-
try Share from parishes is £3.633 
million. (It is worth noting that the 
RB grant will cease after 2014.)
 The budget is submitted for 
approval, together with the DBF 
accounts, at our AGM each July 
and each deanery representative 
has the opportunity to vote on it.
 However, budgets are all very 
well to produce but they have to 
be closely monitored with actual 
expenditure as the year goes by 
and the DBF has strict measures in 
place to make sure that is the case.
Sharing the cost: From 2013, 
there is a new way of spreading the 
financial load, which was agreed 
after consultation around the 
diocese. A three-year rolling aver-
age Sunday attendance formula is 
now in place. As attendance figures 
are unrelated to the budget, the 
share of an individual parish may 
go up or down depending on its 
own particular circumstances and 
the rise or fall is independent of the 
Board’s expenditure. 
 The DBF is very much aware 
of the pressure on parishes, (after 
all, its lay members are all ordinary 
parishioners), and aims to main-
tain the level of ministry required 
at an affordable and sustainable 
cost. The DBF is also taking steps 
to provide for the changes that new 
Ministry Areas will bring in the 
future.

IN 1998 there was a debate at the 
Governing Body meeting called 

‘Dealing with Debt on our Door-
step’, in which the then Bishop 
of Monmouth, Rowan Williams, 
proposed that the Church in Wales 
should lend space, volunteers and 
advocacy to “Britain’s best-kept 
secret – Credit Unions.” Putting its 
money where its mouth was, the 
Church contributed £75k over 5 
years towards a Credit Union (CU) 
Development Worker, employed 
by the Wales Co-operative Centre 
who, together with the Presbyte-
rian Church of Wales, provided 
equal amounts of funding. 
 The remit of CUs is to reach 
those who may be financially 

excluded and, hopefully, dissuad-
ing them from approaching 
doorstep lenders. CUs are not-
for-profit providers of financial 
services, owned and controlled 
by their members on the basis 
that they stand for honesty, integ-
rity and fairness. Not-for-profit 
means any surplus goes back to the 
members as a dividend or towards 
subsiding affordable loans. 
 One of the founding princi-
ples of CUs is to encourage thrift, 
self-help and sound financial 
management, so they have often 
been promoted in low-income 
areas where people are poor credit 
risks. CUs offer affordable loans 
where interest is fixed and charged 

only on the reducing balance of 
the loan, not on the original loan 
amount. Normally, members may 
apply for a loan after saving for a 
qualifying period. 
 As a member you get a flexible 
savings account to suit your needs 
so you can save as much or as little 
as you like, for whatever purpose. 
 CUs operate all over the world; 
in some places, they are more like 
mainstream banks. The people 
in Wales have been instrumental 
in setting up and managing CUs 
for over ten years, and there are 
at least 21 serving about 70,000 
members. Plaid Cymru has one 
for its members but some are 
pocket-sized. Churches of all 
denominations host CU access 
points and church folk are involved 
as members, Board members and 
volunteers. 
 The Welsh Government has 
had a CU Development Strategy 
since 2000, and, in combination 
with EU funding, £8.4M has been 
made available. The Department 
of Work and Pension’s Financial 
Inclusion Fund (2006-11) helped 
provide £4.2m-worth of loans to 
‘financially excluded’ customers. 
Most CUs have links with advice 
centres and debt counselling 
services. Social housing provid-
ers have helped develop CU’s 
by encouraging their residents to 
join and providing assistance with 
savings and financial management. 
 For more information e-mail 
revd.thelma@yahoo.co.uk

Credit Unions

Credit Unions have been going for many years but it 
seems that most people had never heard of them until 
‘Wonga’ came along. Thelma Adey-Williams, Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Officer, explains the role of these 

ethical institutions 

A massive 160kg of tinned and dry food was donated at the 
Harvest Thanksgiving services at St Lleian’s Church, Gorslas, 
and St Ann’s Church, Cross Hands. All the food was donated 
to Ammanford Food Bank. Pictured are Revd Dr Brian Jones, 
Mr Mydrim Davies (Deputy Manager, Ammanford Food Bank) 
and Cllr Terry Davies (Gorslas Church Verger and Chairman 

Carmarthenshire County Council)

On 15th September the parish 
of St Cynllo’s, Llangynllo, 
held its Harvest Thanksgiving 
service. The church was 
decorated with an explosion 
of fruit, flowers and foliage, all 
of which were later donated 
to Cardigan Food Bank and 

within the local community

Becoming a Generous People

NEW ! Pobl Dewi Extra
Read more about it in our on-line supplement www.stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/pdextra
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FINAL COPY DATE
for the March 2014 edition of 

Pobl Dewi
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STEWARDSHIP is an expres-
sion of faith. Being good 

stewards involves respecting 
creation by having a good rela-
tionship with our fellow humans 
and the environment. God created 
all things, and created us to be the 
stewards of all creation. However, 
as Christians, our faith obliges us to 
share what we have received with 
those less fortunate than ourselves, 
those on the margins of society, 
those starving and diseased, refu-
gees, prisoners of conscience . . . 
the list is large.
 Churches need money to flour-
ish and grow; money is needed to 
carry out their primary purpose: 
the ministry and mission of God, 
not merely looking after “their 
own corner” but having the greater 
vision to encompass all humanity. 
Giving in a planned and regular 
way though the Gift Direct scheme 
is the best way to enable your 
church to plan what it should be 
doing, and to enable it to do it!
 For some in such a pressurised 
world of work, giving of their time 

Becoming a Generous People
Generosity, in all its forms, should be placed firmly at the heart of our Christian life, 

says Mike Chambers

as volunteers is more sacrificial 
than just writing a cheque to a good 
cause. 
 What if we’re not generous? 
God releases His gifts where they 
can be of most use. As humans we 
are God’s vehicle to channel His 
blessings and the more we give the 
more He tops us up – and we’re not 
just talking money here. A bit like 
the comparison of the Sea of Gali-
lee, full of life with water flowing 
through it, with the other extreme, 
the Dead Sea with water flowing 
in, but not out. 

 A good test of your level of 
generosity is this: if what you have 
given – money, time, or whatever – 
was given back to you at the end of 
each month would you notice it? If 
not, maybe it’s time to reassess . . . 
 A few thoughts to ponder
• Finance is not an administra-

tive issue, it’s a spiritual issue.
• Being a Christian and not being 

generous is a contradiction in 
terms

• It is impossible to talk genu-
inely about generosity if you 
yourself have not discovered 
and embraced it

• Servant leadership is one exam-
ple of generosity and is vital in 
churches with volunteers. It 
doesn’t mean being a soft touch 
and easily pushed around. Jesus 
is the prime example.

• As Christians we are striving 
to be Generous People, Giving 
People, Visionary and Thought-
ful People – good stewards of 
God’s Creation. http://stdavids.
churchinwales.org.uk/finan-
cial-stewardship-resources/IN St John’s Gospel, ‘The World’ 

is a place of spiritual darkness, 
of misunderstanding and confu-
sion. In over two millennia, things 
haven’t changed much – the world 
is still confused about the church 
and, in the current financial crisis, 
this chasm between the church and 
world has opened up even more. 
 Whilst the Church in Wales 
(CiW) is facing its own finan-
cial crisis, it is fighting back with 
roadshows and schemes to help 
maximise giving –but it is often 
‘preaching to the choir’. The world 
however, continues to be in bliss-
ful ignorance about how the CiW 
is funded.
 An innocent status update on St 
Peter’s Church Carmarthen’s Face-
book page relating to comments 
which had been made on another 
page about a closed church, led to 
an interesting exchange with some-
one who had wild misconceptions 
about how churches were funded. 
The St Peter’s comment explained 
that the church needed £1,600 per 
week to function, with £1,000 of 
that going to Ministry Share – the 
church’s contribution to central 
finances for clergy stipends, 
pensions and so on. 
 The contributor to the conversa-
tion was shocked at this, and asked 
several times what the Ministry 

Share was and why it took prece-
dence over the domestic running of 
the church, “why is it so important 
that it needs to take money from the 
elderly and vulnerable?” 
 Not satisfied with accusing 
the church of taking money from 
those who can’t afford to give, 
the next attack was on the clergy 
and their stipends. “So, to clar-
ify… the church takes money of 
pensioners so that clergymen can 
continue to live the life they have 
become accustomed to”. It makes 
you wonder what impression we 
give to the world, often with our 
clergy living in the largest house 
in the village/town. The fact that 
many of our clerics are in fuel 
poverty because of the sprawl-
ing Victorian vicarages they live 
in, or that they earn less than most 
public sector workers is not widely 
known, together with the fact that 
the CiW is not connected to Roman 
Catholicism. Trying to clear this up 
was met with, “I still say the Angli-
can Church needs to prioritise its 
expenditure instead of begging on 
social network sites. I consider 
your attempt to make people feel 
guilty, by threatening to close the 
church, lazy and sinister,” and a 
suggestion to sell the church and 
turn it into a theme pub. Happy 
days.

A world of 
misunderstanding
Leigh Richardson is confronted by a Facebook correspondent

OVER the long August Bank 
Holiday weekend the outside 

of St Mary’s Church, Fishguard, 
was decked with hearts as part 
of Knitting Jazz. The hearts flut-
tered in the breeze and people 
were invited to look, choose one 
and take it home with them. Some 
people took time choosing, some 
chose for absent family members 
and one child chose a heart to put 

on her grandfather’s grave. Each 
day from Thursday to Tuesday the 
hearts were replenished but each 
afternoon the walls were looking 
bare again
 It was all part of Fishguard Arts 
Society’s community project in 
which altogether 600 people had 
been involved over many months 
knitting sea creatures, teddies, birds 
and insects and making colourful 

Community, 
creativity
& Christianity

Catherine Hammond reflects on an event which proved 
that love in all its forms, pleasure and friendship 

flourish as much in the giving as in the receiving

covers for railings, cannons, tree 
trunks and bollards. It became a 
great community event, sparking 
conversations, starting friendships, 
putting smiles on faces and bring-
ing people into town. 
 When we considered early on 
how the church could be involved 
we pondered over what we could 
display. Our building is very prom-
inent so it seemed good to hang 
whatever it was against its walls. 
Crosses? Not for a community 
event, we thought. Angels maybe, 
but they might have looked like 
fairies. Bats? Perhaps not. Church 
mice? And so we came to hearts, 
not just to look at but to be offered 
as a gift.
 A heart is a universal symbol 
of love, and whether these knitted 
ones were chosen with someone 
else in mind, or as a symbol of a fun 
weekend that had been put together 
with great care or whether people 
thought of where love comes from, 
it did not seem to matter. The 
display of hearts cascading down 
the church facade was acting like 
a parable; people viewed them 
differently as they did the stories 
of Jesus. For me the tumbling 
hearts were a symbol of God’s love 
poured out on the world – God has 
poured his love into our hearts as it 
says in the New Testament letter to 
the Romans chapter 5. I was able 
to say just that at a special morning 
service which explored creativity 
but we also pray that all who took 
a heart will feel the touch of God’s 
love on their lives.



6     Pobl Dewi, December 2013 

I HAVE been involved with the 
Guide movement for many 

years, over 40 as a leader, and 
am a committed Christian in the 
Salvation Army. I have seen many 
changes, and thousands of girls and 
adults come through this wonderful 
organisation. The uniform and the 
promise are what set us apart from 
other youth organisations. 
 The promise is very important 
and will continue to be so – it is 
a commitment which asks us first 
to do our best, then ‘to be true to 
myself and develop my beliefs’. 
This is the big change which has 
caused so much controversy. In all 
honesty, I would have to say that, 

although God was there, He didn’t 
always have the pride of place that 
He deserved. But guess what, He is 
still there.
 Would we, as practising Chris-
tians, turn someone away from 
our church because they did not 
believe in God, or had not made 
the commitment to the church that 
we would like? No, we would not. I 
have never experienced a guide not 
wanting to attend a church service 
because she did not believe in 
God or a parent not allowing their 
daughter to attend. 
 God is through guiding as if it 
were a stick of rock. At the end of 
Guide/Brownie meetings every-

one sings Taps/Bells which is a 
prayer that mentions God, there 
are hundreds of camp fire songs in 
which He is included, the shelves 
are full of well-used books contain-
ing prayers and readings – none 
will be thrown away because of 
a change in the promise. Brown-
ies and Guides will still write 
and say prayers at their meetings 
and ceremonies; Pembrokeshire 
has recently appointed a chaplain 
(Marianne Osborne) and we will 
still attend all the services. I do 
not think the change in the prom-
ise will have any effect on these 
activities.
 Yes, I believe it is a great shame 

Why take God out of the 
Guide Promise, or have they?

Wendy Barnett, from Hakin Guides, considers this question

that God has been taken out of the 
promise, but we are now a multicul-
tural society and must move with 
the times. 44,000 members of the 
association took part in the survey 
about the promise, and all had their 
say. Whoever walks through our 
doors will have the opportunity to 
take part in some form of a reli-

gious ceremony. They can choose 
whether to attend or not, as they 
always have, but my guess is that 
they will all be there as usual. We 
now have a golden opportunity 
to have anyone and everyone in 
our units and our outreach will be 
limitless.

DESPITE the many lovely 
people living in Penparcau, 

it is often viewed as the rough part 
of Aberystwyth. With a big sign 
on the outside of the church which 
reads, “serving the community,” St 
Anne’s is situated right at the heart 
of it.

Youth Justice Service
Mike Gallagher is enthusiastic about the Youth Justice Service and St Anne’s Church, Penparcau, 

working together to make a difference

 Working with the teenagers in 
this village can often be difficult. 
It is all too easy to back out when 
the going gets tough, as other local 
youth workers have done.
 The Youth Justice Service 
(YJS) has a lot of input here, work-
ing not only with young people 
who have committed crimes and 
other offences, but also with those 
who have all kinds of challenging 
behaviour.
 There has already been some 
overlap between YJS and the work 
of St Anne’s and recently they have 

begun to actively work together. 
The church can provide activi-
ties and a safe environment for the 
youth who are coming out of the 
justice system and can also seek 
help and advice from YJS regard-
ing any difficulties.
 Although not under the 
umbrella of YJS, this working 
together will enable better support 
for young people in the area. St 
Anne’s can continue to serve the 
community by including more 
teenagers, listening to them and 
hearing what real issues are faced. 
The youth are also able to have 

COME rain or shine, spending 
5 days camping in a field with 

about 9,000 other teenagers and 
youth leaders is certainly a good 
way to get to know each other 
better!
 Soul Survivor has an excellent 
combination of Christian worship 
and Biblical teaching which is 
easily accessible to young people. 
There is a real emphasis on living 
the faith, especially as school can 
be such a hard place to do so.
 This year’s camp finished with 
the usual big evening celebra-
tion, but also with a very practical 
session on healing. After a demon-
stration, the ball was passed over to 

the teenagers where we witnessed 
God working through each other.
 The following Sunday, back at 
church, all who went were asked 
to speak briefly, mentioning the 
healings to the congregation. Deter-
mined to not let it stop at the end 
of Soul Survivor, after the service 
had finished there was the oppor-
tunity for prayer. One person came 
forward with hurting knees and 
some of the youth prayed – in the 
same manner we had been doing 
whilst away. The key thing is to not 
give up! It took about 15 minutes, 
seven prayers and a number of tests 
to see if there had been any change 
in the pain before the person was 

Soul Survivor
St Anne’s in Penparcau is a small church with only a few young 
people, so Mike Gallagher found it a privilege to end the first year 
of youth work by taking six teenagers to the annual Soul Survivor 

summer camp someone who understands where 
they are coming from (especially if 
they have been through the justice 
system), mentor them and encour-
age them in their growth into 
adulthood.
 One of the restraints with YJS 
is that once a court order has been 
served, the support for that young 
person also comes to an end. Many 
times the young people are not in a 
position to completely help them-
selves and an extra bit of support 
could be a life-changer. St Anne’s 
is able to have more freedom, espe-

cially as the youth work is run by 
volunteers, and they are in a prime 
position to influence the lives of 
teenagers in Penparcau.
 Already the response is posi-
tive. It is uncertain what the future 
of youth work in the area will look 
like, but it will have to be built one 
bit at a time.
 Conversations with the Penpar-
cau Community Forum are also 
underway with the possibility of 
setting up a Youth Forum – a place 
where young people can have 
their voice heard and impact their 
community. 

able to walk away healed!
 The next step now is work-
ing out how to keep trusting God 
to work through us as we continue 
our usual daily lives. It can be so 
hard, especially when we have 
friends, supervisors and teachers 
to try to please. What was learned 
at Soul Survivor can – and should 
– become part of normal Christian 
living. 

Esgobaeth Tyddewi 
Diocese of St Davids 

Meithrin  Gobaith 
trwy weddi  

 

Growing Hope 
through Prayer 

 

Taith gyda'n gilydd 
trwy'r Grawys  

A Journey  
together in Lent 

 
 Ar y wefan ym mis Ionawr  
On the website in January 
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THE second week in Septem-
ber is an ideal time to hold 

our annual youth residential. The 
summer with all its festivals and 
camping has passed and we move 
into a new school year and begin to 
plan for the winter months. 
 This year’s residential, at 
Pembroke Dock Activity Centre, 
was fantastic – 13 young people 
from St Davids, Carmarthen-
shire, Walton West and Pembroke 
Dock, accompanied by five lead-
ers: Rosie, Ruth from Fuse, Vicki, 
Rob and me from the youth team; 
we were also pleased to have John, 
from Neyland, who is training for 
ordained local ministry – little did 
he know what lay ahead of him! 

 The weekend had all the usual 
youth activities – climbing and 
canoeing, coasteering, basketball 
and table tennis. I think some of 
the leaders were more competitive 
than our youth! 
 Amidst the laughter and excite-
ment were periods of calm as we 
thought about prayer and learnt 
how to pray for others. We contem-
plated the teachings of Jesus on 
prayer from Mathews gospel (6:1-
13) and we drew comfort from 
Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 
(5: 16-18) to help us in our lives 
when things got tough. Be cheerful 
no matter what; pray all the time; 
thank God no matter what happens. 
This is the way God wants you, 

Diocesan Youth 
Residential

An excellent and enjoyable weekend 
says Marianne Osborne

who belong to Christ Jesus, to live.
 Sunday morning brought with 
it a hearty cooked breakfast and 
the rain! We travelled up to St 
Patrick’s Church, Pennar, where we 
worshipped with the congregation: 
a beautiful Eucharist, very Celtic in 
nature. Our guys wrote the prayers, 
read the scripture and assisted those 
around them who struggled when 
asked to make prayer people! 
 We spent some time at the end 
of the service praying for Alun 
Evans who was our keyboard 
player for the service. Alun grew 
up in St Patrick’s Church and was 
saying farewell as he moved to 
Llandaff for ministerial formation 
and training – the youth all wished 
him well. The leaders and I were so 
proud of our group. They showed 
a gentle grace, love and maturity 
in their worship and in their time 
of socialising afterwards when the 
congregation had put on a wonder-
ful spread for lunch – yum!
 ‘Teach us to make the most of 
our time so we grow in wisdom.’ 
Psalm 90:12 Back Ruth, middle Vicki, John, bottom, Rosie, Marianne, Rob

OVER the August Bank Holi-
day weekend I was invited to 

spend the weekend with girls from 
all over the county at Celtic Camp-
ing St Davids, where this year’s 
Pembrokeshire county camp took 
place. I’m pleased to say that I was 
welcomed by all with open arms. 
 We prayed at our opening cere-
mony, asking God’s blessing on 
our time together, we sang grace 
before each meal and our closing 
ceremony was a time of thanks-
giving with the Lord’s Prayer and 

POP
Marianne Osborne has fun at the Pembrokeshire Outdoor Party 

(POP) with the county’s Girl Guides

Messy Church grace with actions! 
 From my point of view it was 
a real privilege to be there and to 
be a part of such an exciting week-
end- we crafted, climbed, abseiled 
and coasteered at the blue lagoon; 
the girls even managed to get me 
to join them on a speed boat trip 
around Ramsey Island – I think I 
was green for the rest of the day!
  Since the camp I have been 
invited to visit many of the 
local units which is, of course, a 
wonderful opportunity for evange-

lism. Hakin and a number of other 
local brownies and guides would 
like me to accompany them to 
Switzerland next year as chaplain, 
which is a wonderful opportunity 
to spend more time with the girls 
and show them the love of God, 
by being there to care for them and 
their leaders. 
 We are, at present, organising 
our county carol concert which 
we hope to hold in St Mary’s, 
Tenby, which is fantastic – God is 
gracious. Perhaps, by looking in 
church circles for young people, 
without great fruitfulness, we have 
been directed by God to these 
youngsters on the periphery of 
church life – ‘ask and it shall be 
given, seek and you will find.’

AR ddydd Sul, 29 Medi, fe 
gafwyd gwasanaeth hyfryd 

iawn wrth i’r eglwys gael ei hail-
agor ar ôl cael to newydd, peintio 
a gosod carped newydd. Roedd 
yn braf gweld cynulleidfa luosog 
yn y gwasanaeth gyda phawb o’r 
plwyf wedi dod ynghyd. Roedd 
yn dda hefyd gweld y plant air 
bobl ifanc yn bresennol ac yn 
cymryd rhan. Ar ôl y gwasana-
eth fe gyflwynodd Mrs Caroline 
Davies a Miss Mererid Davies 

Ail-agor Eglwys S. Ioan, Pont-siân
Beth Davies reports on the reopening of Eglwys S. Ioan, Pont-

siân following major renovation work
rodd i Mrs Mair Davies ynghyd 
â diolch yr aelodau am ei gwaith 
caled yn paratoi’r arddangosfeydd 
ar gyfer yr ŵyl flodau. I orffen y 
gwasanaeth cafwyd te yn y neuadd 
lle’r oedd yr adeiladwyr a fu’n 
gweithio’n galed i adnewyddu’r 
adeilad yn bresennol hefyd. 
Mae’n diolch yn fawr i bawb a 
fu’n cydweithio’n galed ac yn 
hwylus ac i bawb a ddaeth i weld 
yr eglwys hardd yn ystod yr ŵyl. 

Pilgrimage 
Tour
Stuart and Pru Bell will be 
leading a pilgrimage tour of 
the seven churches of Asia 
which are mentioned in the 
book of Revelation. This 
will include seeing places 
like Ephesus, Laodicea, 
Hierapolis and Pergamum. 
Some of the ruins which 
remain are spectacular and 
give a fascinating insight into 
some of the New Testament 
history. 

The tour begins with a 
stay in Istanbul to see the 
sights there. The dates are 
12-20 May 2014 and the 
cost is £1,269 per person. 
Itineraries and booking forms 
are available from Stuart at 
stuart@stmikes.net 
or 01970 872716
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WHAT’S ON AT ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL . . .
 December  14th    7.30pm  Dyfed Choir Concert – The Messiah

     15th    6.00pm  Choral Vespers with A Ceremony of Carols 
             by Benjamin Britten

     20th    5.00pm  Children’s Crib Service

     22th    7.00pm  Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

     24th  11.00pm  First Eucharist of Christmas, procession 
            and blessing of crib

     25th    Christmas Day
          8.00am  Holy Eucharist
          9.30am   Bilingual Family Eucharist
        11.15am   Choral Mattins

     29th   10.30am  Parish Eucharist with Carols
          6.00pm  Carols & Readings at the Crib

 January   12th    6.00pm  The Epiphany Procession with Carols

 February 2nd    6.00pm  The Candlemas Vesper & Procession
     15th  19.30pm  Goodwick Brass Band Concert 

 March     1st  St David’s Day
        11.15am   Pilgrim’s walk from St Non’s Well
        12.30pm  Choral Eucharist 
          6.00pm  Prayers & readings at the Shrine

For further information about the above services and events please contact the  Deanery 
Offi ce on 01437 720202 or email info@stdavidscathedral.org.uk 

DURING our fi rst 6 months we 
have welcomed over 2,000 

pilgrims to Tŷ’r Pererin, the educa-
tion and pilgrimage centre for St 
Davids Cathedral. We have run 
retreats for parishes and youth 
groups from as far afi eld as the USA 
as well as neighbouring dioceses. 
Our education programmes have 
been a great success with oppor-
tunities for us to work with groups 
across St Davids Diocese in both 
primary and secondary schools. 
Our seasonal programmes, the 
Experience Easter Project and 
Harvest Celebration Day, have 
been most popular. As we are new 
to the diocese, a great variety of 
interest groups have attended talks 
to learn more about our work. 
 We held our fi rst ever Holiday 
Club where local children were 
joined by holiday-makers to play 
games, listen to stories from the 
Bible, participate in crafts and learn 

more about faith and the impor-
tance of St David. We launched 
the event with a fi lm night. High-
lights of the week included games 
on the beach and stories around the 
pyjama party camp fi re. 
 We have met and supported 
many pilgrims, facilitating a pre-
ordination journey of refl ection, 

parish pilgrimage and school 
pilgrimages based around the 
local environment. From July 
onwards we ran the weekly Friday 
Pilgrimage. This is a short walk of 
refl ection and prayer across fi elds 
and tracks to the birthplace of St 
David, fi nishing at the cathedral for 
prayers at the shrine. 
 Friends of St Davids Cathedral 
Weekend brought more visitors. 
We welcomed Suzanne Iuppa who 
launched her new book, ‘On Track, 
Poems for Welsh Pilgrimage’ 
with a poetry reading session and 
book signing; an introduction to 
pilgrimage was given by Andrew 
Dugmore. 

 Tŷ’r Pererin has offered oppor-
tunities for the cathedral and St 
Davids local community to share 
fellowship and learning through 
hosting weekly Bible study 
sessions, meals and Family Days. 
 God has blessed us with 
many dedicated and hardwork-
ing supporters who’ve enabled us 
to come a long way in short time. 
We’re now looking forward to 

Tŷ’r Pererin
St Davids education and pilgrimage centre has welcomed a large 
number of visitors since it opened. Janet Ingram encourages 
readers to participate in a range of events at the centre or to get 

in touch about specifi c requirements for groups and parishes 

hosting an increasing programme 
of educational events and retreats 
as well as being able to work with 
you out in the parishes. Please 
speak to us about how we may be 
of help to you. 
 For more information on our 
work visit our website 

www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk
join us on Facebook or follow us 
on Twitter.  

FORTY minutes of the highest 
quality music were followed 

by refreshments in the grounds of 
the vicarage. The concerts have 
proved highly successful; so much 
so that the 2014 season is already 
being planned. 
 Goodwick Band started the 
series in April with a wonder-
ful performance. They were 
followed by superb recitals from 
Philip Howells, percussionist; Lily 
Whitehurst, violinist; The Mavron 
String Quartet; Nicola Thomas, 
cellist, and last but by no means 
least, Lisa Jones, mezzo-soprano.
 Other Sunday evenings have 

Musical summer at St Tudwal’s
Over the summer a series of six concerts entitled ‘Music 
for a Summer Evening’ took place at St Tudwal’s Church, 
Llanstadwell. The words ‘summer evening’ haven’t always 
matched expectations but the music has surpassed them, 

says Dorothy Cox

seen well-attended services for Sea 
Sunday, a Gymanfa Ganu, Choral 
Evensong, and a wonderful recital 
by Simon Pearce on the new organ. 
It was the generous gift of this 
instrument that inspired the concert 
series and enabled us to focus our 
intention on building a musical 
tradition for the church as well as 
providing a base for further musi-
cal activities in the community.
 If you would like to receive 
information about the growing 
musical life at St Tudwal’s, and be  
notifi ed of the 2014 concert season, 
telephone 01646 602464 or e-mail 
cox@hazelbank111.fsnet.co.uk
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WHEN churches combine 
in new benefices, mission 

areas, federations or clusters, a 
new name is usually found to avoid 
giving any one church priority; 
unfortunately, this new name can 
fail to give outsiders any clue as to 
its location, for the new name may 
not be found on any map, or even 
on Google.
 The secular world has a simi-
lar problem which has exercised 

the people around Fishguard and 
Goodwick for a while. The twin 
towns insist on the inclusion of 
their names, Fishguard/Goodwick, 
in the designation of the Town 
Council and other local organisa-
tions and even the new railway 
station. With the development of 
Fishguard Town Team as a part-
nership between Town Council, 
Chamber of Trade and Community 
Forum a new challenge emerged. 

What’s in 
a name?

Rather a lot, really, says Jeremy Martineau. Whether it is 
our own identity, that of the place we live or the church 
where we worship, each is partially defined by a name 

How can the surrounding commu-
nities feel they relate to the town? 
A period of consultation about the 
regeneration of the area led to a 
brainwave – a new name – Fish-
guard Bay. The name Fishguard is 
unique and the word Bay evokes 
images of fun and frivolity, ocean 
and cliffs, hospitality and friend-
liness. So Fishguard Bay will be 
the new name for the Town Team 
and maybe the Chamber of Trade, 
too, as it expands its area for 
bringing businesses together for 
the economic regeneration of the 
wider area. Goodwick recognises 
the benefit of being included in the 
wider definition. St Mary’s Church, 
Fishguard, is closely involved in 
this work as part of its outreach to 
the community.
 The excitement of regeneration 
is key, as that opens us all up to 
new possibilities. That excitement 
needs to inspire the church commu-
nities too, as we face long overdue 
re-structuring and new strategies 
over the next few years. Reor-
ganisation while facing decline is 
demoralising; but reorganising to 
be able to grow is welcome. If hope 
of regeneration excites the business 
community, then pray that the hope 
that springs eternal from the heart 
of God will regenerate our faith 
communities as well.

THE wet weather of 2012 
and the extreme cold at the 

beginning of 2013 have impacted 
emotionally and financially upon 
our farmers. And another winter 
season is upon us. 
 Yes, we have had a summer in 
2013 that we can call a summer, 
with plenty of sunshine. However 
the knock-on effect of outstand-
ing extra costs of prior months still 
weighs heavily upon our farmers’ 
shoulders, and the amount of help 
offered by the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institute (RABI) and 
the Farming Community Network 
(FCN) has been greater than the 

What does one do 
when a storm strikes?

Weather is almost always the main topic of conversation, but do we truly realise the impact the 
weather has on our lives wonders Eileen Davies, Diocesan Adviser on Rural Affairs

Foot and Mouth year of 2001. 
 Both these charities have new 
faces extending help and a listen-
ing ear, please remember we are all 
there to walk alongside you, and 
pray for you. Just get in touch.
 Linda Jones, from the Llandy-
sul area, has been the new regional 
manager for the RABI in Wales 
since mid-February. The RABI 
is a grant-making charity which 
helps farming people in financial 
difficulty. 
 Rhoddir cymorth cyfrinachol i 
ffermwyr a gweithwyr fferm o bob 
oed, gan gynnwys grantiau untro 
neu grantiau rheolaidd, cyngor ar 

Eileen Davies

Linda Jones

AR noson dywyll mewn 
eglwys oer a gwag gallai 

dyn deimlo taw gorchwyl llafu-
rus yw rhoi a mawl a diolch i’n 
Duw yn hytrach na’n llawe-
nydd a’n hyfrydwch. Ond yn eu 
doethineb bu i lunwyr gwasanaeth 
yr Hwyrol Weddi osod brawd-
deg yn y rhagymadrodd sy’n ein 
hatgoffa ein bod yn dod ynghyd i 
addoli ‘ym mhresenoldeb y Duw 
byw a holl gwmpeini nef’. Ac i 
mi, o leiaf, mae cael fy atgoffa 
fy mod yn rhan o’r dyrfa fawr 
ogoneddus honno sy’n addoli Duw 
yng nghwmni eu Gwaredwr a’u 
Prynwr yn trawsnewid addoliad 
eglwys wag ac oer fod yn un llawn 
gwres a goleuni gogoneddus.
 Ond pam sôn am hyn wrth 
feddwl am hen lawysgrifau anodd 
eu deall a’u darllen sydd yn cael eu 
harddangos yn Llyfrgell Genedla-
ethol Cymru ar hyn o bryd? Wel 
i mi mae’r teimlad o’u gweld yn 
rhywbeth yn debyg, sef bod yn 
rhan o rywbeth llawer mwy na fi 
fy hun, ac yn achos un o’r llawys-
grifau hyn – Llyfr Du Caerfyrddin 
– rydw i’n cael fy hun yn cyd-
addoli â’r rhai a fu yma o’n blaen 
ni. Oherwydd ar dudalennau’r Llyfr 
Du cawn ymuno yn y gân o fawl 
neu’r emyn a gyfansoddwyd efal-
lai yn yr esgobaeth hon dros 750 o 
flynyddoedd yn ôl. Emyn sy’n dal i 

Gosod Llyfr Coch Hergest o Goleg Iesu, Rhydychen yn ei le yn 
yr arddangosfa yn y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol
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Yr emyn Gogoneddog Arglwydd 
yn Llyfr Du Caerfyrddin 
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4 Llyfr: Eiconau Cymraeg Ynghyd

alw arnom ni a phob dim arall i foli 
Duw ynghyd: ‘Gogoneddog Argl-
wydd, henffych well’ Er ufuddhau 
i’r gorchymyn, mewn arddangosfa 
gyhoeddus roedd yn rhaid ymatal 
rhag gwneud hynny’n rhy llafar!
 Ond mae rhagor yn yr arddan-
gosfa hon hefyd. Am y tro cyntaf 
erioed, mae’n debyg, gwelir pedair 
llawysgrif gynnar sy’n allwed-
dol yn hanes llenyddiaeth Cymru 
gyda’i gilydd. Yn cadw cwmni i’r 
Llyfr Du mae dwy lawysgrif arall 
o gasgliadau’r Llyfrgell – Llyfr 
Taliesin a Llyfr Aneirin (eiddo i 
Gyngor Dinas Caerdydd) – ac o 
Goleg Iesu, Rhydychen, daw Llyfr 
Coch Hergest. Nid oes gofod yma 
i adrodd hanes difyr pob un o’r 
llawysgrifau hyn a’u taith ar hyd 
a lled y wlad sy’n golygu eu bod 
heddiw yn yr arddangosfa hon; 
gellir dysgu hynny wrth ymweld 
a gweld drosoch eich hunain.
 Ond mae’n werth dweud 
ychydig am y Llyfr Du i weld 
pa mor droellog gall y daith 
fod. Tybir taw ym Mhriordy 
Ieuan Efengylwr a Theulyddog, 
Caerfyrddin, y cychwynnodd tua 
1250, sy’n golygu taw hon yw un 
o’r llawysgrifau Cymraeg hynaf i 
oroesi. Dros y blynyddoedd wedyn 
bu yn nwylo pobl Syr John Price, 
Aberhonddu (1502?-1555), awdur 
y llyfr print Cymraeg cyntaf, 
William Salesbury (c. 1520-1584?) 
cyfieithydd cyntaf y Testament 
Newydd a’r Llyfr Gweddi 
Gyffredin i’r Gymraeg, y bardd 
Siôn Tudur (m. 1602) o Wigfair 
ger Llanelwy, Jasper Gryffyth 
(bu farw 1614), warden Ysbyty 
Rhuthun, cyn dod yn rhan o lyfrgell 
gyfoethog Robert Vaughan (1592?-
1666) yn ei gartref, Hengwrt, 
ger Dolgellau, Meirionnydd.
 Beth am ymuno yn y cwmni 
hwnnw sydd wedi bod yn rhan 
o hanes y llawysgrifau hyn dros 
y blynyddoedd wrth ymweld â’r 
arddangosfa hon. Mae am ddim 
ac ar agor tan 15 Mawrth 2014. 
Ceir rhagor o wybodaeth ar wefan 
y Llyfrgell, www.llgc.org.uk.

fudd-daliadau gwladol, arian ar 
gyfer offer arbenigol, nwyddau 
hanfodol i’r cartref, a chostau 
teithio i’r ysbyty. Nid yw’r RABI 
yn talu biliau busnes ond gall dalu 
am staff i gynorthwyo ar fferm 
os, er enghraifft , bod rhywrai 
yn methu â gweithio oherwydd 
salwch, neu aelod o deulu yn sâl. 
Gall yr elusen helpu gyda chos-
tau cartref gofal, ynghyd â chostau 
cymorth yn y cartref. Yn ogystal, 
gall yr elusen dalu am hyfforddiant 
i alluogi pobl i ddatblygu sgiliau y 
gallant eu defnyddio i gael gwaith 
oddi ar y fferm i ychwanegu at eu 
hincwm. 
 The RABI’s work is funded 
by voluntary donations, money 
raised at events arranged by county 
committees, businesses, commu-
nity groups, our fundraising staff 
and investment income. The last 
eighteen months have been chal-
lenging for farmers and the RABI 
has already given grants worth 
£300,000 this year to farming 
families in Wales. The grants given 
to working farmers have doubled.  
 If you are interested in the work 
of the RABI, please contact Linda
on 01559 364850
Linda.Jones@rabi.org.uk

Lyn Dafis visits an exhibition of four ancient Welsh manuscripts 
at the National Library of Wales, including the Black Book of 
Carmarthen. The exhibition runs until 15 March 2014. More 
information can be found on the Library’s website www.llgc.org.uk
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Focus on
World War 1

FOR generations the people of 
Britain have wanted to remem-

ber those who gave their lives in 
the service of our country and of 
freedom. So that their sacrifi ce is 
not forgotten we keep Remem-
brance Sunday and Armistice Day 
ever year. But we do more than 
that: we set up tangible memori-
als to remind us of their sacrifi ce. 
That is why in Borth, in November 

Portion of the group of Ex-Service personnel attending the 
unveiling of Borth cliff-top Monument (1922). Photo: Gil Jones

Lest we forget
David Williams refl ects on memorials which were erected in 

Borth to commemorate the fallen of the Great War

1919, a well-attended public meet-
ing was held which resolved to set 
up on the cliff-top a striking monu-
ment to those who had fallen in 
The Great War. In February 1920 
a concert was held to raise funds, 
and, on the afternoon of the last 
Saturday that month, many of the 
people of Borth, gathered on the 
beach and carried stones up to the 
cliff-top to form the foundations 

for the monument. 
 However, for one reason or 
another, it was Sunday 6 August 
1922 before the monument, built of 
granite blocks from the Tonfannau 
quarries near Tywyn, was fi nally 
completed. On that afternoon, the 
villagers marched in procession to 
the cliff-top where the monument 
was unveiled by the MP, Lt Col 
David Davies, and dedicated by the 
Bishop of Swansea. Quite possibly, 
the date was chosen to coincide 
with the Feast of The Transfi gu-
ration, when we remember the 
occasion that Jesus ascended the 
mountain-top with his disciples.
 The monument was hit by light-
ning in 1983, and this, together with 
coastal erosion, meant that it had to 
be moved further inland, away from 
the cliff-edge, to its present posi-
tion. The Mayor of Borth that year 
was Aran Morris and he devoted 
the proceeds of his mayoral ball to 
the cost of the removal, which was 
fi nally effected in 1986.
 The monument was not Borth’s 
only war memorial. There were 

plaques bearing the names of the 
fallen placed in all the churches 
and chapels: the white plaque you 
see in St Matthew’s Parish Church 
was put there in December 1920. 
A plaque was also placed in the 
village hall – so that it is often 
thought of as the Memorial Hall, 

and you can see a striking plaque 
in the new hall which very recently 
celebrated its tenth anniversary. 
Today, in St Matthew’ s Church is 
an oak pulpit, erected in 1922, as 
yet another memorial to those who 
had died in the Great War.

From Dorothy, 1916
I am so sorry you have had such a 
worrying week but we are safer in 
this building than most others.
 Yesterday there was a raid. 
Two windows were broken in 
Eira’s ward and one in mine and 
a piece of shrapnel actually came 
into Eira’s ward. The fl ames [in 
The Strand] look most graceful 
with the moon shining on them and 
you wonder how they can avoid 
the hail of shrapnel which you can 
see bursting all around them. Each 
visit they have spent a good part of 
their time over us and shrapnel has 
rained down on our roofs. 
 There are two large shell holes 
outside Westminster Abbey, it is 
a blessing they did not fall on it! 

Letters home
Extracts from letters written home by Dorothy & Mavis Griffi ths, 
following bombing raids on London. The sisters were nurses in 
the Voluntary Aid Detachment, and their father, Benjamin Parry 

Griffi ths, was Vicar of St Peter’s, Carmarthen, during WW1

Two bombs fell outside Waterloo 
Station and wrecked some houses, 
a small street of houses was 
wrecked opposite Lambeth Public 
Baths, and heaps of windows in 
Westminster Bridge Road and York 
Road were broken. 
 Several incendiary bombs were 
dropped at Victoria, starting fi res, 
and several were dropped in Hyde 
Park. Some also dropped in the 
river between Waterloo and West-
minster, I believe. It is also true 
that a couple of our machines came 
down in fl ames on Sunday night, as 
they were seen from this hospital. 
 The crowds in the tubes are 
so terrifi c that three women were 
crushed to death on Friday night.

From Mavis, 1917
At 8.45 last night we heard the 
warning! The guns began fi ring 
but every now and then the shut-
ters rattled and the room shook. I 
guessed they were falling bombs 
but I don’t think the others thought 
so! At 10.30 we went to bed as 
usual and I was wishing the ‘All 
Clear’ bugles would go. 
 At 11.35 I was suddenly awak-
ened by an enormous crash. At 
fi rst I was dazed and thought it 
was thunder but I soon jumped up 
and lit a candle then fl ed up to the 
top fl oor as no-one stirred on our 
fl oor. For an hour we looked out 
of the window, the search lights 
were grand, but there was no 
fi ring, probably because they were 
Zepp[elin]s!! There were no more 
crashes so, in spite of the lights, we 
bravely returned to bed. 
 At 2 o’clock I was awakened 
by an indescribably sweet sound 
– the bugles, whistles and raucous 
voice saying ‘All clear’.

Benjamin Parry Griffi ths, 
Vicar of St Peter’s, Carmarthen 

during WW1

 We hear reports of Swan & 
Edgar’s being hit and a bomb in 
Camberwell but no-one knows 
much. Dorothy must be all right or 
I should have heard.  

The “Thankful Villages Run” 
began and ended in Llanfi han-

gel, one of 51 villages in England 
and Wales, where all those who 
went from them to the First World 
War returned safely. There are 2 
other “thankful villages” in Wales 
– Herbrandston in Pembrokesh-
ire and Colwinston in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 
 Medwyn Parry and Dougie 

Bancroft, from the Aberystwyth 
and District Motorcycle Action 
Group, visited all 51 villages in 
England and Wales in the course 
of 9 days, covering 2,500 miles. 
The route took them as far east as 
Suffolk, and northwards to North-
umberland. They left Llanfi hangel 
at 8am after a prayer of blessing 
on their journey, and when they 
arrived back there was a short 

service of thanksgiving in Llan-
fi hangel Church. It is impossible 
to have a party without food, and 
Y Ffarmers, the pub in the village, 
provided refreshments on the 27th, 
and local people and representa-
tives of Girlguiding UK provided 
food on the 4th. 
 Medwyn and Dougie presented 
each of the 51 villages with a 
certifi cate and a slate plaque. 
Everywhere they went, they were 
greeted with support and enthu-
siasm. According to the website, 
Herbrandston altered their church 
fete and carnival to coincide with 
the motorcyclists’ visit. 
 Further information, includ-
ing details of the route, photos and 
acknowledgements of the many 
groups and organisations which 
supported the Run can be found 

at www.thankfulvillagesrun.com. 
 It was a privilege to be part of 
such a joyful event, which brought 
people together in celebration 
and thanksgiving. It was an event 
which united the people of the 

village of Llanfi hangel with 50 
other villages across 2 countries, 
and recognised that we share some-
thing very special with them all – a 
reason to give thanks.

Thankful Villages
If you had wanted to pass quickly through the village of 
Llanfi hangel-y-Creuddyn near Aberystwyth, either early on the 
morning of Saturday 27 July 2013, or the evening of Sunday 4th  
August, it would have been quite impossible. Instead, you would 
have been caught up in a party atmosphere, with lots of people 
milling around, and about 30 motorbikes. Margaret Le Grice, 
Priest-in-Charge of the Bro Ystwyth & Mynach group, explains
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EVERY town and village 
throughout the three counties 

of Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion 
(Cardiganshire, as it was then) and 
Pembrokeshire saw their sons and 
daughters leave these shores to fight 
on foreign soil in WW1: Gallipoli, 
Egypt, Palestine, and Salonika, but 
the vast majority served in the infa-
mous ‘Mincing Machine’ on the 
Western Front. By the end of the 
war this peaceful area of Wales had 
lost over 4,400 men and women: 
over 2,000 from Carmarthenshire, 
1,100 from Ceredigion, and 1,300 
from Pembrokeshire, out of a total 
of roughly 40,000 to 50,000 who 
had served. 
 These men and women are 
honoured on war memorials 
throughout the three counties. For 
example, the Carmarthen County 
War Memorial commemorates 
1,913 men and women of the 
county who gave their lives in the 
Great War (3 Nurses, 123 Officers, 
254 Non-Commissioned Offic-
ers and 1,533 Other Ranks – a 
total which subsequent research 
has proved to be some way from 
accurate).

 The Men of Pembroke 
Memorial at Haverfordwest 
commemorates the 1,300 men 
of that county who fell. Larger 
memorials have been erected in 
towns like Aberystwyth, Cardigan, 
Llanelli, Milford Haven, Amman-
ford and the like, and smaller 
village and individual memorials 

are scattered around the three coun-
ties, not forgetting, of course, the 
fine memorials within the cathedral 
at St David’s.
 These men and women are 
commemorated together on the 
new West Wales War Memorial 
Project website, which honours the 

memory of those from the three 
counties who have fallen during 
every conflict from the Boer War 
of 1899-1901 onwards, including 
WW1, WW2, Palestine, Aden, the 
Suez Crisis, Korea, Malaya, the 
Falklands, Iraq and Afghanistan.
 Also on the website are details 
of locally formed units, most espe-
cially the Pembroke Yeomanry, 
4th Battalion, Welsh Regiment 
(TA) and the 15th Battalion, Welsh 
Regiment.
 The website is very much a 
work in progress, although the 
majority of known war memorials 
in the counties have been added. 
Any information about these brave 
men and women, photographs of 
them, or details of any memorials 
as yet undiscovered, are always 
welcome.
 For further information visit 
the website www.wwwmp.co.uk. 
 You can e-mail me at 
sd-john@sky.com or write to me 
at 23 Farran Grove, Shrewsbury 
SY1 4YB. I was born and bred in 
Laugharne, and, although I live and 
work in Shropshire, my heart is in 
West Wales.

West Wales War Memorial Project
Millions of men and women from all over Britain served in our armed forces during 
the Great War of 1914-1918, many of whom would never return home. Steven John 
introduces a website which has been set up to commemorate the fallen of our diocese 

Carmarthen County Memorial

Men of Pembroke MemorialMemorial, St Davids Cathedral

WHEN I first became aware 
of the Roll of Honour to the 

soldiers from the parish and district 
of Llangynllo who served in both 
the First & Second World Wars it 
was the large number of names on 
this list from such a small, remote, 
rural parish near Llandysul, Cere-
digion, that struck me. 
 The list, displayed in St Cynl-
lo’s church, contains the names of 
75 men who served in WW1 and 
25 in WW2. Where had all these 
men come from? What stories lie 
behind these names? 
 The most high profile name 
is that of Marteine Kemes Lloyd 
– the only son of Sir Marteine 
Owen Mowbray Lloyd, 25th Lord 
Marcher of Kemes, and his wife 
Lady Katharine from the nearby 
Bronwydd estate. Marteine was 
a Captain in the 2nd Battalion, 
Grenadier Guards and was killed 
in action at Flers in France on 15 
September 1916.
 Then there were the men who 
had been attracted from the inner 
cities to work on the farms in the 
area. Edward George Anthony 
who had come to Llangynllo from 
London. His father was a harness 
maker who had originated from 
Norfolk. Edward served in the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers and 
was killed in action on 15 August 

The men from Llangynllo
Sue Wright invites readers to contribute to her research

1915 near Suvla Bay, Gallipoli, 
Turkey.
 Edward Haw was also from 
London. He enlisted in The Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers and, after having 
initially fought in France, was 
re-directed to the battle lines in 
Salonika, (Northern Greece). He 
was killed in action on 18 Septem-
ber 1918 and is buried in Doiran 
Military Cemetery, Greece 
 Your heart cannot fail to go 
out to John & Ann Jones, from 
Maesllyn, who had four sons fight-
ing in WW1. All but one survived 
but perhaps they were better 

off than today’s parents as they 
were not being constantly inun-
dated with the up-to-date news 
of how the conflict was progress-
ing. Surely they must have found 
comfort in the knowledge that no 
news is good news?
 Local man Corporal Dewi A  
Evans, 15th Battalion, Welsh Regi-
ment, who survived the conflict, 

was awarded the Military Medal 
for bravery in the field during the 
battle for Mametz Wood in France. 
 Perhaps you can help me to add 
to these personal stories. Perhaps 
you have family connections with 
the area around Llangynllo? I 
should love to hear from you. Please 
contact me on 01239 851190; 
e-mail: suewright@suecol.co.uk

IN 2014 SGM Lifewords will 
mark the one hundredth anniver-

sary of World War One by drawing 
on its own wartime ministry as 
Scripture Gift Mission [SGM]. The 
organisation is producing a replica 
version of its 1914 Active Service 
John’s Gospel for use in schools, 
memorial services and civic events. 
The replica contains testimonies 
and newly commissioned artwork, 
but looks just like the original 
that was distributed to soldiers a 
century ago. The charity is partner-
ing with Hope (hopetogether.org.
uk) to encourage churches to use 
these Gospels, and with the Naval, 
Military and Air Force Bible Soci-
ety (NM&AFBS) to distribute 
copies to today’s armed forces.
 When war broke out, Scrip-
ture Gift Mission began producing 
literature for troops, civilians 
and refugees in various Euro-
pean languages, and later, German 
Scriptures for prisoners of war. 

Active Service Gospels were among 
the 43 million items distributed 
throughout the war – small editions 
designed to fit the front pocket of 
a serviceman’s uniform. They were 
given away by partners, including 
the Salvation Army and YMCA, 
who distributed them at their tea 
huts at the Front. Army Chaplains 
handed them out at church services 
and funerals, and others were given 
out in training camps and hospitals.
 Favourite hymns such as Abide 
With Me and Rock of Ages were 
included for use in field church 
services, along with a decision 
form that soldiers could sign to 
declare their faith in Christ. These 
were a huge comfort to families if 
the soldier was killed. There was 

also a message from Boer War 
hero, Lord Roberts, who wrote, “I 
ask you to put your trust in God . 
. . you will find in this little book 
guidance when you are in health, 
comfort when you are in sick-
ness and strength when you are 
in adversity.” Many did, and one 
soldier wrote to SGM: “I, among 
others, accepted [an Active Service 
Gospel] in a more derisive than 
a complimentary manner. I little 
dreamed that I should use it and 
find in it great consolation in lonely 
hours. I have learned to realise the 
great personality of the Saviour”.
 The nation will remember 
WW1 in 2014, but it’s also a time 
to remember the seldom-told story 
of the Bible in wartime – and to 
share those same life words with a 
new generation.
 SGM Lifewords’ replica Gospels 
will be available to order from Janu-
ary 2014. For more information visit 
www.sgmlifewords.com/uk. 

Active Service Gospels
Sharing the Bible’s life words
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FOLLOWING the decision by 
the British Government that 

the bodies of those who died in 
battle during WW1 should not be 
repatriated, Sir Fabian Ware, who 
was saddened by the loss of life, 
initiated the Imperial War Graves 
Commission (now the Common-
wealth War Graves Commission). 
In 1917, the Commission began 
work on identifying and record-
ing the casualties and securing 
land for cemeteries. After the war, 
Sir Edward Lutyens, Sir Regi-
nald Blomfield and Sir Herbert 
Baker were appointed to over-
see the design and construction 
of the cemeteries and memorials. 
Rudyard Kipling was the liter-
ary advisor for inscriptions and 

Gertrude Jekyll provided planting 
proposals. 
 The guiding principles were 
to be that each of the dead should 
be commemorated by name on the 
headstone or memorial; headstones 
and memorials should be perma-
nent and uniform; there should be 
no distinction made on account of 
military or civil rank, race or creed. 
Many young architects who had 
taken part in the 1914-18 war then 
designed the cemeteries within 
these guidelines. To make visi-
tors feel welcome, covered seating 
areas and a Register and Visitors’ 
Book were provided at almost all 
the sites. 
 British soldiers were, wherever 
possible, buried where they fell, 

facing the battlefield, so all along 
the Western Front there are a large 
number of cemeteries and memori-
als of varying sizes. For example, 
Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery 
contains more than 7,650 burials, 
over half of which remain uniden-
tified, and the London Cemetery, 
at Neuville-Vitasse, contains 747 
burials and commemorations. 

We will remember them
In total, more than 8 million combatants lost their lives during 
The Great War, 21 million were wounded and 7.5 million were 
prisoners of war or missing in action. The scale of the tragedy, and 
the efforts to commemorate the fallen, make a deep impression 

on Tessa Briggs

 The Welsh Memorial of 
Mametz, dedicated in July 1987, 
commemorates the Welsh Divi-
sion’s successful attack on a 
German position at Mametz 
Wood in July 1916, which they 
held until, exhausted, they evacu-
ated the sector after losing 4,000 
men, including 600 dead and 600 
missing.
 French and German soldiers, 
on the other hand, were buried or 
commemorated in large, consoli-
dated cemeteries. At Notre-Dame 
de Lorette, for example, 20,000 
French soldiers were identified 
and given individual graves with a 
further, unidentified, 22,000 placed 
in eight ossuaries.
 The largest German cemetery 
in France is at Neuville-St Vaast, 
containing 44,833 burials. There 
is no central building, just a field 
of crosses, with up to four soldiers 
buried in each grave, and a few 
headstones for Jewish soldiers who 
gave their lives fighting for Impe-
rial Germany. 

Welsh Memorial at Mametz
German Cemetery at Neuville-

St Vaast

YMUNODD 48,000 o 
fenywod â Byddin y Tir, er 

mwyn tyfu cnydau a chynhyrchu 
bwyd angenrheidiol i gyflenwi 
ar adeg dogni a phrinder enbyd. 
Roedd 260,000 o weithwyr 
amaethyddol wedi eu colli o’r tir 
gan fod cymaint wedi eu recriwtio 
i’r fyddin; felly galwyd ar y 
menywod i lenwi’r bwlch. Ond 
nid oedd yn waith poblogaidd 
gan y menywod, roedd yn waith 
caled iawn heb unrhyw gymorth 

210,000 o swyddi heb eu llenwi, 
felly prinder gweithwyr yn 
ogystal â phrinder bwyd. Roedd 
angen troi pob darn o dir i 
gynhyrchu bwyd, ac felly lle’r 
oedd coedwigoedd torrwyd y coed 
i lawr a’u diwreiddio, a hynny i 
gyd drwy waith caled gwragedd 
a cheffyl er mwyn darparu bwyd 
ar blât. Gwahanol iawn yw 
byd amaethu erbyn heddiw!

Eileen Davies, Diocesan Adviser on Rural Affairs, considers the role women 
played in agriculture during WW1. Who was left to toil the land when so many 
young men were recruited to sign up for military duty? Food was scarce, and 
many cargo ships en route to Britain were bombed, leaving a huge void in the 
food market. Mechanisation was not to be seen on our farms, but, rather, the 
land girls – The National Service Women’s Land Army, whose recruitment 

poster said ‘God speed the plough and the woman who drives it’ 

mecanyddol o gwbl. Roedd yn 
waith corfforol gyda bôn braich 
a dwylo yn cael eu gosod ar yr 
arad, godro’r gwartheg, carthu 
oddi tan yr anifeiliaid, troi’r 
gwair. Fforch, caib a rhaw oedd 
yr offer oedd ganddynt, ac nid 
“skid steers” na thractorau. 
Roedd y gwaith yn frwnt, yr 
oriau yn hir ac yn sicr ddim yn 
waith pleserus i fenywod i’w 
wneud. Er gwaethaf ymgyrchoedd 
recriwtio’r llywodraeth roedd 

ER bod cofio lladdedigion a 
dioddefwyr y Rhyfel Byd 

Cyntaf, y Rhyfel Mawr fel y’i 
gelwir, yn digwydd bob blwyddyn 
fel rhan o Sul y Cofio, y flwyddyn 
nesaf bydd y cofio’n fwy teim-
ladwy wrth nodi can mlynedd ers 
dechrau’r rhyfel yn 1914. Yng 
nghanol yr erchyllterau sydd mor 
debyg i gynifer o ymladdfeydd 
cynt a chwedyn – y lladd, y nwy, 
y niweidio didrugaredd ar gorff a 
meddwl – a neb yn rhy siŵr pam 
eu bod yn gorfod digwydd, ceir 
ambell hanes sy’n crynhoi’r cyfan 
inni mewn ffordd real a dynol. Un 
o’r hanesion hynny i ni’r Cymry 
yw hynt y bardd Hedd Wyn.
 Cafodd Ellis Humphrey 
Evans ei eni yn Nhrawsfynydd, 

Hanes bardd y gadair ddu
In 2014 we will be remembering a hundred years since the beginning of the First World War 
and its destructive and crippling effects on minds and bodies with more poignancy than 
usual. It will also be a time of remembering some events which have added meaning such as 
the story of Hedd Wyn who won the chair at the National Eisteddfod of 1917, but was killed in 
action before he could claim his prize and was dubbed the Poet of the Black Chair because 
it was draped in black at the Eisteddfod. Lyn Dafis tells part of his story as we prepare to 
remember and learn from the past. It is possible to view and read his handwritten copy of the 
poem, which was sent into the competition, along with hundreds of other digitised resources 

relating to Wales and the First World War on a new website Cymru 1914, 
www.cymru1914.org/en

Bedd Hedd Wyn ym mynwent 
filwrol Artillery, ger Boezinge, 

Fflandrys 
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Dalen gyntaf adwl ‘Yr Arwr’ 
gan Hedd Wyn
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Y rhyfel byd cyntaf ac 
amaethyddiaeth

yn 1887. Wedi gadael yr ysgol yn 
14 oed bu’n gweithio fel bugail 
ar fferm y teulu, Yr Ysgwrn. Yn 
ei lencyndod bu’n barddoni a 
chystadlu mewn nifer o eistedd-
fodau lleol o dan y ffugenw Hedd 
Wyn, a thrwy’r rhain fe ddat-
blygodd ei ddawn fel bardd. Yn 
Hydref 1916 dechreuodd weithio 
ar gyfansoddi ei awdl ‘Yr Arwr’ 
ar gyfer cystadleuaeth y gadair yn 
yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol, cyn 
iddo gael ei orfodi o ganlyniad i 
Ddeddf Orfodaeth Filwrol 1916 i 
ymuno â 15fed Bataliwn y Ffiwsil-
wyr Brenhinol Cymreig a hwylio 
i Ffrainc ym mis Mehefin 1917.
 Gorffennodd gyfansoddi’r 
awdl pan ar faes y gad yn Ffrainc 

gan ei phostio at awdurdodau’r 
Eisteddfod o bentref bychan 
Fléchin yng ngogledd Ffrainc o 
dan y ffugenw Fleur-de-lis. Ond 
ar 31 Gorffennaf 1917, llad-
dwyd Hedd Wyn ym mrwydr 
Cefn Pilkem ger Ieper (Ypres), 

Fflandrys. Pan alwyd ar Fleur-de-
lis i ddod i dderbyn ei wobr yn 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Penbedw 
(Birkenhead), ni chododd unrhyw 
un a bu’n rhaid i’r Archdderwydd 
Dyfed hysbysu’r dorf o farwolaeth 
y bardd. Gorchuddiwyd y gadair 
â gorchudd du ac o hynny ymlaen 
cafodd Eisteddfod 1917 ei hadna-
bod fel Eisteddfod y Gadair Ddu.
 Erbyn hyn mae’n bosib gweld 
a darllen yr union gopi o gerdd 
‘Yr Arwr’ a anfonodd Hedd Wyn 
i gystadleuaeth yr Eisteddfod 
ynghyd â channoedd o adnod-
dau eraill wedi’u digido sy’n 
ymwneud â Chymru a’r Rhyfel 
Byd 1 ar wefan newydd Cymru 
1914, www.cymru1914.org/cy.
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ONE in four women in Wales 
will experience domestic 

violence at the hands of a partner 
during their lives, and 150,000 
women in Wales will suffer some 
form of gender-based violence.
 Mothers’ Union (MU) 
members, along with others in our 
communities, participated in 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender 
Violence. This global campaign 
raises international awareness of 
violence against women and girls 
(VAWG) each year, from 25th 
November to 10th December. 16 
Days is an opportunity to show 
solidarity against gender-based 
violence and provides a platform 
for individuals and organisations to 
highlight their work and speak out 
against VAWG.
 Violence against women and 
girls is any act of violence that 
results in harm, suffering or indig-
nity to women. It can include 
physical, sexual, emotional and 
financial abuse; harmful cultural 
practices such as female geni-
tal mutilation (FGM); and mass 
acts of violence such as rape by 
combatants in war. It is estimated 
that between 23 and 37 per cent 
of women across the world expe-
rience violence, and it happens 
regardless of class, race, religion or 
age.
 We believe that any culture 

of violence against one another, 
whether physical or emotional, is a 
distortion of relationships as origi-
nally intended: equality and respect 
in the sight of God. We build our 
work on God’s command to love 
our neighbour as ourselves. Where 
this is followed there will be no 
place for violence against anyone, 
particularly women and girls. 
Across the world, MU members 
work to challenge attitudes in 
relationships that contribute to 
gender-based violence, raise 
awareness, support victims and 
survivors of VAWG and campaign 
to end violence.
 Happening at the same time, 
the WI campaign Not in My Name 
is running. Joyce Watson, Assem-
bly Member for Mid and West 
Wales, and The National Federa-
tion of Women’s Institutes-Wales 
are urging groups, organisations 

16 Days of Activism
St Davids Mothers’ Union has pledged its support to campaigns 
to end violence against women and girls and to prevent it before 

it begins. Brenda Evans explains more

THE Review will gather 
evidence through ques-

tionnaires and a series 
of visits to over 100 care 
homes, including some in 
every Welsh local authority 
area, where my team will 
hear directly from older 
people about their experi-
ences, as well as from those 
who care for and support 
them. 

 The voices of older people 
and their families will be 
at the heart of my Review, 
which will highlight the best 
of care in Wales, but will also 
clearly illustrate the devastat-
ing impact that poor quality 
of life has upon older people.
 Alongside recommendations 
I will make, which public 
bodies will be expected to 
comply with, it is also vital 
that those who run our care 
services understand the 
day-to-day realities of living 
in Residential Care in Wales. 
To share your experiences of 
living in Residential Care, or 
to share the experience of a 
friend or loved one, please 
complete a questionnaire at 
www.olderpeoplewales.com 
or call 08442640670 
to receive a paper copy. 

Residential 
care 

review
Sarah Rochira, Older 
People’s Commissioner 
for Wales, is currently 
undertaking a review of 
the quality of life and care 
of older people living 
in residential care in 
Wales and wants to hear 
from older people, their 
friends and loved ones, 
about their experiences 

and associations across Wales to 
pledge their support for the Not in 
My Name campaign. 
 As Diocesan President I was 
asked to support this campaign, 
which I do wholeheartedly. By 
working with other organisations 
the whole issue can be really well 
promoted.
 A Light a Candle service was 
held at 12 noon on Monday 25th 
November at St David’s Cathedral 
to mark White Ribbon Day. The 
White Ribbon Campaign urges men 
and boys to wear a ribbon for one 
or two weeks from 25th November.  
Wearing a white ribbon is a personal 
pledge never to commit, condone or 
remain silent about violence against 
women. Members use their links 
with community groups such as 
male voice choirs, rugby and foot-
ball clubs to gain support.

DUE to the number of people 
invited, and the fact that St 

Peter’s Church could not accom-
modate us all, the service and 
celebration were held in the John-
ston Institute at 2pm. Revd Jane 
Goupillon conducted the service, 
and, during the first hymn, the 
branch’s banner was processed to 
the altar. Rt Revd John Saxbee, 
Assistant Bishop of St Davids, 
gave the blessing and dedicated 
the stained glass screen, which 
had been made to mark the 80th 
anniversary. 
 Our Diocesan President, 
Brenda Evans, welcomed everyone 
to the celebration. The address was 
given by Bishop John Saxbee, who 
spoke about the MU in Johnston, 
that it had survived for 80 years 
and he hoped it would go on for 
many more. He also spoke about 
the MU as a Christian organisation, 

supporting marriage and family 
life. Prayers were led by Val Peth-
erick and, during the service, Revd 
Jane Goupillon enrolled two new 
members to our branch. The Act of 
Belief and Dedication was led by 
Revd Canon Bryan Witt, our Dioc-
esan Chaplain. The Blessing and 
the recessional hymn brought the 
service to a close.
 As well as those mentioned 
above, approximately 70 people 
attended the service, including 
MU Provincial President Ann Gill, 
members from branches across 
our deanery and other guests too 
numerous to name. Photographs, 
records and literature spanning the 
last 80 years of Johnston MU were 
on display during the day.
 Following the service visitors 
and members enjoyed afternoon 
tea together.

Johnston MU celebrates
Johnston Mothers’ Union was set up in 1933, becoming the fifth 
in Roose Deanery. On Thursday 12th September, members of St 
Peter’s Church MU celebrated their branch’s 80th anniversary. 

Anne Bessant enjoyed the occasion

 
Mae enwogion Cymru wedi cyfrannu bag ar gyfer Apêl 
Merched y Wawr - Beth Am Gyfrannu BAG, sy’n cefnogi 
gwaith Cymorth Cristnogol gyda merched yn Ethiopia. 
 
Fe’u gwerthir mewn ocsiwn dawel sy’n cau ym Mawrth 2014, 
ac rydym yn gwahodd bidiau. Dyma gyfle i gael bag i’w 
gofio!  
 
Beth am y bag Radley a fu ar daith gyda Connie Fisher pan 
oedd yn chwarae rhan Maria? Neu fag yr actor Mathew 
Rhys? Neu fag coch Siân Lloyd y ferch tywydd? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eisoes rydym wedi derbyn dros £12,000 o werthu bagiau 
yn y Sioe Amaethyddol a’r Eisteddfod Genedlaethol. Bydd yr 
holl arian yn mynd i helpu merched yn Ethiopia i weithio’u 
ffordd allan o dlodi. Felly Bidiwch ar y Bagiau! 
                                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

Partneriaeth Merched y Wawr a Cymorth 
Cristnogol 2013 i gefnogi merched yn Ethiopia 

 
 
 
 
 

BIDIO AR Y BAGIAU 

Mae’r bagiau i’w gweld yn www.merchedywawr.com a chlicio 
ar y linc Bidio ar y Bagiau ar y chwith. Os gwelwch fag chi’n 
hoffi, ebostiwch eich bid at canolfan@merchedywawr.com 
neu ffonio’r swyddfa ar 01970 611661. 
 

  

Nos Iau 3ydd o Hydref 
recordiwyd rhaglen y Nadolig 
ar gyfer Dechrau Canu 
Dechrau Canmol yn Eglwys 
Llanbadarn Fawr. Roedd yr 
Eglwys yn orlawn gan gynnwys 
aelodau o gynulleidfaoedd 
Cymraeg eglwysi a chapeli 
lleol. Cafwyd sawl cyfraniad 
gan unigolion yn ogystal â 
Chôr Ger y Lli a phlant yr 
Ysgol Gymraeg. Y cwmni 
recordio oedd Avanti ac fe fydd 
y rhaglen yn cael ei darlledu 
ar yr 22ain o Ragfyr ar S4/C.

JOURNEYING is a not-for-profit 
organisation which has been 

taking small groups on walking 
and exploring holidays in the UK 
and Ireland for more than 25 years. 
The Celtic heritage of the Brit-
ish Isles plays an important part 
in each holiday, most particularly 
during our worship, where, as with 
the Celtic saints of old, creation in 
all its glory naturally leads to times 
of prayer and reflection. The 2014 
programme includes Anglesey, 
Norfolk, Cheshire, North & West 
Wales, the Brecon Beacons and the 
English Lake District. 
 More information: 18 Holyland 
Road, Pembroke SA71 4BL. 

Tel: 01646 279478 
info@journeying.co.uk
www.journeying.co.uk

Journeying 
2014
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I’VE just returned from Church 
City. No – not St David’s, this 

church city is in the Arabian Gulf. 
To be more precise it’s in Doha, the 
main city of Qatar, which everyone 
has now heard of because of the 
2020 World Cup. What few people 
know is that there is a huge popula-
tion of migrant Christians in Qatar, 
and in order to cater for them, the 
Ruler has had an unusual idea. He 
has set aside a piece of land, albeit 
way beyond the ring road and the 
industrial estate, on which main-
stream denominations such as the 

Postcard from the Gulf
John Holdsworth, Executive Archdeacon in Cyprus and 
The Gulf, celebrates the opening of a new church and 
reports on the support being offered to migrant workers

Catholics, Orthodox and Copts can 
build churches. That has become 
known as Church City and I was 
there to witness the opening of our 
Anglican Church centre and the 
consecration of our Church of the 
Epiphany.
 These two occupy the same 
building. A whole series of rooms 
caters for the needs of around 60 
congregations that we host, apart 
from our own Anglican space which 
is pretty impressive in itself. The 
whole project has taken 14 years to 
come to fruition, and it was opened 

to a fanfare of trumpets. The marks 
of consecration were applied by 
our diocesan bishop, Michael, in 
the presence of a congregation of 
around 500, which is pretty normal 
for our churches in the Gulf. 
 Returning home I see the head-
lines are about the treatment of 
migrant labourers responsible 
for building World Cup stadia. 
The humane treatment of migrant 
workers of all kinds is one of the 
main thrusts of our social respon-
sibility throughout the diocese. 
We have just had a grant from The 
Episcopal Church in the USA to 
enable us to work towards an advo-
cacy service in the churches here 
in Cyprus for domestic workers, 
primarily. Our cathedral here sells 
rag dolls to help fund work with 
trafficked women. In the Gulf, 

church ministers are frequent visi-
tors to the labour camps. Church 
here is about more than big build-
ings and congregations. It is about 

coming face to face with different 
cultures and different challenges, 
and as in every church, to give 
substance to our intercession.

WRTH ddarllen y geiriau hyn 
fe fydd llawer ohonoch yn 

cofio cerdd enwog Crwys, ond i 
mi mae’n dod ag atgofion eraill.
 Roedd ein ficerdy yn 
Llangyndeyrn, lle buom yn byw 
o 1958 tan 1970, ar draws y cae 
o’r fynwent, ac wrth gwrs yr 
eglwys. Saif yr eglwys ar fryncyn 
yng nghanol y pentref, ac mae’r 
tŵr fel pe bai’n gwylio dros y 
trigolion i gyd. Roedd fy nhad 
yn ei gymharu â bys yn pwyntio 
i fyny at y nefoedd ac mae hwn 
yn dal yn ddarlun byw yn y cof.
 Ond, wedi i ni gyrraedd ein 
harddegau, fe fyddai fy chwaer 
a mi’n cadw cwmni i’m tad wrth 
iddo gerdded ar draws y cae at 
yr eglwys ar Nos Galan i ganu’r 
gloch i gyfarch y flwyddyn 
newydd. Ac wrth i ni glywed 
hwter gwaith glo Cynheidre yn 

hwtian yn y pellter fe dynnai 
’nhad y rhaff yn yr eglwys dywyll 
i ganu cloch y llan. Roedd yn 
brofiad eitha brawychus! Mynwent 
ac eglwys hollol dywyll, a dim 
ond flachlamp ac weithiau golau’r 
lleuad i’n harwain. Roedd y 
fynwent yn y nos wastad yn 
codi ofn arnom, er ein bod yn 
cerdded drwyddi’n aml i weld 
ffrindiau yn y pentref. Byddai 
Mam yn dweud, yn hollol gywir, 
nad oedd y meirw’n gallu ein 
dolurio, ond roedd fy chwaer 
a minnau’n eitha amheus!
 Y tro arall daeth y gloch i’r 
amlwg oedd hanner can mlynedd 
union yn ôl. Roedd Cyngor 
Abertawe yn bygwth codi argae 
mawr a boddi Cwm Gwendraeth 
Fach, ac fe fyddai’r wal enfawr 
wedi cysgodi’r pentref tlws, a 
llawer o’r ffermwyr wedi colli 

eu ffermydd, a’u bywoliaeth, am 
byth. Jac Smith, o’r Swyddfa 
Bost, a fu yn ddarllenydd lleyg yn 
ein heglwys, oedd y clochydd. Ei 
gyfrifoldeb ef, wedi clywed bod 
‘pobl Abertawe’ ar eu ffordd, oedd 
rhedeg at yr eglwys, a chanu’r 
gloch i rybuddio’r pentrefwyr. 
Fe fydden nhw, wedyn, yn cloi’r 
clwydi a gosod tractorau ac yn 
y blaen i atal y bobl ddieithr.
 Dyna a ddigwyddodd. 
Ac fel y gwyddoch, fe fuom 
yn llwyddiannus. Achubwyd 
y pentref a’r cwm, ac fe saif 
yr eglwys, a’r tŵr balch, yn 
urddasol ‘yno o hyd’.

Cloch y Llan
The Welsh poet Crwys wrote a famous poem about the church 
bell, Cloch y Llan, but the words also bring back other memories 

to Eluned Rees

CAFODD Evan Jones, ewythr 
fy hen fam-gu, ei eni ym 

mhlwyf Pencarreg ym 1830. 
Roedd ei fam, Elizabeth, yn 
berthynas i’r enwog David Jones, 
Llangan a hefyd y Parchedig 
Llywelyn Llewellin, Prifathro 
Coleg Dewi Sant, Llanbedr Pont 
Steffan, pan oedd Evan yno yn 
astudio. Erbyn cyfrifiad 1851, 
roedd Evan yn fyfyriwr yng 
Ngholeg Dewi Sant. Cafodd ei 
ordeinio ym 1853 a chafodd nifer 
o swyddi cyn symud, ym 1860, i 
fod yn ficer Llanfihangel-ar-arth. 

Ym 1869 daeth yn adnaby-
ddus ar draws y wlad oherwydd 
y rhan a chwaraeodd yn hanes 
Sarah Jacob, Llethr-neuadd, y 
ferch a lwgwyd i farwolaeth.
 Ar ôl iddi wella wedi dioddef 
o’r clefyd coch, dechreuodd Sarah 
ddioddef poen yn y bola, llewyg 
a gwrthod bwyta. Ar ôl gwella 
am gyfnod arall, dechreuodd y 
llewyg eto, ond yn waeth y tro 
hwn, ac ym mis Hydref 1867, 
stopiodd Sarah a bwyta yn gyfan 
gwbl. Yn ôl pob tebyg ni wnaeth 
Sarah fwyta nac yfed eto, sef 

am gyfnod o 113 o wythnosau.
 Ar ôl cyfarfod cyhoeddus, yn 
dilyn awgrymu gan dad Sarah, 
Evan Jacob, ffurfiwyd pwyllgor 
gydag Evan Jones fel Cadeirydd. 
Penderfynodd y pwyllgor hwnnw 
wylio Sarah yn ei gwely bob 
awr o’r dydd ond ni welodd neb 
mohoni’n bwyta nac yn yfed dim. 
Credai’r Dr Robert Fowler, a 
glywodd yr hanes pan ar ei wyliau 
yn Aberteifi, fod Sarah yn bwyta 
yn gyfrinachol gan amau fod un 
o’i chwiorydd yn helpu gyda’r 
twyll. Wedi rhagor o gyhoeddusr-
wydd, penderfynodd cyfarfod 
cyhoeddus arall i alw am nyrsys i 
gadw gwyliadwriaeth dros Sarah. 
Cyrhaeddodd nyrsys o Ysbyty 
Guy’s, Llundain ar y 8fed o Ragfyr 
a naw diwrnod yn ddiweddarach, 
bu farw Sarah. Roedd rhieni Sarah 
wedi cadw’r addewid i beidio â 
chynnig bwyd iddi. Ond yn dilyn 
ei marwolaeth cafwyd eu rhieni yn 

euog o lofruddiaeth gydag Evan, 
ei thad, yn cael ei ddedfrydu i 
flwyddyn yng Ngharchar Caer-
fyrddin a’i mam, Hannah, i chwe 
mis; y ddau gyda llafur caled.
 Nes ymlaen, penodwyd  

Evan Jones a’r ferch a 
lwgwyd i farwolaeth

David Gorman relates his ancestor’s role in the tragic story 
of the Welsh Fasting Girl

Evan Jones yn rheithor Plwyf 
Trefdraeth, Sir Benfro, a bu 
farw yn Ionawr 1904. 
 Nid oes llun o’r Parchedig 
Evan Jones wedi dod i’r golwg. Os 
oes gan unrhyw ddarllenydd wybo-
daeth ynglŷn â llun rhowch wybod 
i mi os gwelwch yn dda – 
gorman_ystwyth@tiscali.co.uk. 

http://twitter.com/PoblDewi

Follow Pobl Dewi on

www.facebook.com/pobldewi

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk

Baled gan Hugh Roberts 
(Pererin Môn) am hanes 
Sarah Jacob a gyhoeddwyd 
tua 1869. Mae’n dechrau 
gyda’r pennill hwn “Holl 
Gymry de a gogledd/yn 
fwynaidd dewch ynghyd, / 
cewch hanes gwrthddrych 
hynod/mae’r geiriau’n wir i 
gyd/sef hanes Sarah Jacob/o 
sir Gaerfyrddin fad, /mae hon 
yn gwir ragori/ar ferched tref 
a gwlad.” Ll
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TREASURES, of course, can 
be in many forms. They are 

usually expected to be precious 
metals but our treasure is made of 
wood and has a significant associa-
tion with the parish.
 A new Ecclesiastical Parish of 
Gorslas was created in 1879 from 
the Parishes of Llandybie, Llanarth-
ney and Llanfihangel Aberbythych 
and was consecrated on 18 April 
1879. There was already a School 
Chapel in the village built by the 
renowned Thomas Jenkins of 
Llandeilo between 1864 and 1866, 
then restored in 1877. The church 
was dedicated to St Lleian/Lluan 
being one of the many daugh-
ters of the influential Brychan 
Brycheiniog. 
 The first incumbent of the 
parish was the Revd David 
Harwood Hughes (1879–1897) and 
he is owed considerable praise for 
his farsightedness in placing pres-
sure on the diocese to have the 
church established in the Mynydd 

Mawr region. Born in Cilrhedin, 
Pembrokeshire, in 1845 he was 
a curate for five years before his 
appointment to St Lleian’s in 1879. 
He died in 1897 at the age of 52 
years and is buried in the church-
yard of St Lleian’s.
 So what of this treasure at St 
Lleian’s?
 In 1894 an admirer, who 
was obviously a patient carver, 
presented Revd Hughes with a 
walking stick which is treasured 
today as a symbol of service to 
fellow man. The stick has an inter-
esting inscription as follows:
 “1894. David Harwood Hughes 
at St David’s College Lampeter, 
Vicar of St Lleian’s Church Gors-
las Carmarthenshire.
 “Y pren i’r periglor – a naddwyd 
o dderw ein goror. I wâs da byddaf 
drysor”, which translated says: 
“The wood for the priest – carved 
from an oak of our borders. To a 
good servant I will be a treasure”.

Parish Treasures
Every church has its treasures and St Lleian’s Church, Gorslas 

is no exception, as D Winsey Taylor explains 

WE have all heard of the nurs-
ery rhyme figure Merry Old 

King Cole. While researching our 
latest saint I find that his grandfa-
ther could well have been the real 
Old King Cole, or Coel Hen as he is 
known. Coel Hen was King of the 
Northern Britons when the Roman 
rulers left. The British people then 
spoke a form of Welsh as their 
language of choice, particularly in 
northern and western Britain. Cole 
lived in the 4th and 5th centuries 
AD and his probable grandson, 
Cynllo, was around in the 5th and 
6th centuries AD.
 It is very likely that Cynllo had 
an aristocratic, or even royal, line-
age, as I have discovered that many 
of our early saints came from priv-
ileged backgrounds. Wealth and 
power can give one the luxury of 
exploring new ideas and establish-
ing monastic cells and foundations 
without the need to toil on the land 
or work a trade.
 Although Cole and his reti-
nue may have resided in York and 
fought battles in Scotland, the 
family of Cynllo probably moved 
into Wales, where his father was 
given land.
 Cynllo is commemorated in 
Ceredigion in Llangoedmor where 
his knee imprints are said to exist 
on a farm, at Llangynllo (as the 

name bears witness) and at Nant-
cynlle. The establishment of 
churches in these settlements, if 
founded by Cynllo or his follow-
ers, would date these religious sites 
back to the late 5th and early 6th 
centuries.
 Cynllo, whose feast day in 17th 
July, would appear to have been 
loved and well known in his time, 
he is even mentioned in a poem by 
Taliesin, the 6th century bard, with 
the line “Not an empty treasure is 
the Prayer of Cynllo”. So, he was 
an important and devout man from 
a noble family who seems to have 
founded sites in remote places. He 
is also connected, in some sources, 
to St Teilo (one suggests that they 
were brothers) and to St Cadfan, 
his friend and travelling compan-
ion, as it is reported that they 
journeyed together from Brittany 
back to Wales.
 Cynllo also has foundations 
in Powys and probably travelled 
throughout Wales and Brittany 
spreading the word, praying and 
encouraging his contemporaries.
 He is the patron saint of stone 
masons and dry stone wallers, 
and I like to think of him build-
ing his monastic cells, maybe even 
whistling a tune, as merry and well-
loved as his legendary grandfather.

Old King Cole and the Cynllo connection
Mary Baker finds an interesting link for the latest article 

in her series on our Ancient Saints

THE house is a classic example 
of an early Georgian gentry 

town house and stands on the 
site of a mediaeval house which 
belonged to a wealthy land-owning 
Welsh gentry family. During the 
current restoration, archaeologists 
believe they have found evidence 
suggesting a 12th century religious 
enclosure built where Llanelly 
House stands today. They have 
also unearthed evidence of the 
mediaeval house and a stone, with 
a daisy wheel motif, from a Tudor 
fireplace. 
 What is known is that Llanelly 
House passed to the Vaughan 
family following the marriage of 
Walter Vaughan to heiress Anne 
Lewis. Walter and Anne moved to 
Llanelly House around 1616.  The 
house remained in the Vaughan 
family until Margaret Vaughan 
married Sir Thomas Stepney, 5th 
Baronet, in 1691. In 1714, Sir 
Thomas built a grand mansion 
house on the site of the medieval 
house and incorporated some of its 
original features. A map of 1761 
shows a Green Garden, an Orchard 
and the Serpentine Garden. 
 The Stepney family were 
entrepreneurs of their time, heav-
ily involved in local industries 
including shipping. Sir Thomas 
Stepney was succeeded by his son 
and grandson. The children were 
baptised in St Elli’s, which retained 
strong links with the Llanelly 
House family who supported the 

church financially.
 Although Sir John, the 8th 
Baronet, lived at Llanelly House, 
in his younger days, as an adult 
he chose not to live in Llanelli. He 
spent most of his time abroad in the 
diplomatic service and his estate 
was managed by agents. In 1791, 
he tried to sell the Llanelli Stepney 
Estate and the fortunes of the house 
began a downward spiral. By 1800, 
the property had fallen into disre-
pair and was no longer used as a 
gentry residence. 
 In 1827, William Chambers, 
Senior, inherited Llanelly House 
and began restoring the mansion 
to its former glory. Eventually, 
John Stepney Cowell, later Sir 
John Stepney Cowell Stepney, 1st 
Baronet of the second creation, 
inherited the house and leased the 
ground floor to commercial enter-
prises. In 1909, his grand-daughter, 
Miss Catharine Meriel Stepney, 
inherited the house and set about 
restoring the upper floors prior to 
her marriage. 
 The night before her wedding, 
on 21 September 1911, Miss Step-
ney stayed at Llanelly House with 
her mother. On her wedding day 
the bride crossed the road to the 
ancient parish church where she 
married Sir Stafford Howard. 
 Llanelly House and St Elli’s 
have a shared history and inside 
the church there are many memori-
als which bear witness to this fact.

Benita-Afan Rees

Llanelly House
On Friday 1 November, an opening reception was held in the 
newly restored Llanelly House, which has stood opposite the 

ancient parish church of St Elli since mediaeval times 

South east prospect, 1785 – Llanelly House is seen on the far left 
with the church in the centre

Cyfraniadau ar gyfer Pobl Dewi
Y mae croeso i erthyglau oddi wrth ddarllenwyr, ac yn arbennig 

cyfraniadau Cymraeg.
Dylid anfon erthyglau at y Golygydd: Tessa Briggs

editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk
neu fe ellir postio ffotograffau ynghyd â 50 o eiriau at:

Pobl Dewi,
Swyddfa’r Esgobaeth, Abergwili, Caerfyrddin, SA31 2JG

wedi’u nodi at sylw ‘Y Golygydd’
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TWENTY EIGHT of us had 
come for the two day workshop 

on Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training (ASIST). We were 
from churches, Farm Community 
Network and Street Pastors. MIND 
Cymru has trained 6,000 people 
across Wales in the Suicide First 
Aid method, long-since pioneered 
in Canada. Our government is keen 
to reduce suicide and promote a 
positive attitude to life. 
 We learned how widespread are 
thoughts of suicide and that no-one 
is immune to such deep feelings of 
despair. The aim is to create a large 
number of people who are trained 
to pick up the signs of suicide and 
to respond in a well-tried model 
of working with the despairing 
person. The key stages may be no 
surprise to those already skilled 
in pastoral work – make a trust-
ing connection with the troubled 
person, assess the risk by active 

listening, and help that person 
devise a realistic plan to reduce the 
risk and to put the plan into action. 
 The stigma of the word suicide 
is created by the awfulness of the 
despair and the parallel feelings 
of uselessness in friends, family, 
colleagues and neighbours. The 
stigma was dismantled in the work-
shop as we began to feel able to 
address the stress of the situation 
when coming across someone who 
is thinking of ending it all. 
 We all had a go at role-playing 
the carer and person at risk; some 
of us finding this really challeng-
ing, others proved to great actors. 
The trainers were high class and 
careful of each of us. If you get a 
chance to go to an ASIST work-
shop take it. If you are in regular 
contact with people in your work 
you will be greatly helped by this 
first aid course – whether teacher, 
police, vet, pharmacist, clergy, 
shopkeeper, carer, civil servant or 
politician you will come across 
someone soon who worries you. 
Develop these skills and you will 
help someone turn their back on 
suicide to live again. 
 Contact MIND Cymru to find 
out how on 029 2039 5123, or 
contactwales@mind.org.uk
www.mind.org.uk/mind_cymru;

Every life is precious
We learned not to say “commit suicide”. Those words suggest 
suicide is a crime, which it has not been for 50 years. We also 
learned how to ask someone looking really troubled if they had 
thoughts of taking their own life. Jeremy Martineau is challenged 

when he attends a workshop

IN January the ‘Abaty 900’ 
committee was formed with 

members drawn from the church 
and chapels of the village. 
 We launched this anniversary 
year with an ecumenical service held 
in St Thomas’ Church, conducted 
by Revd Neil Llewelyn, Area Dean, 
assisted by Revd Eric Williams, 
a former vicar of the parish, and 
Father Cunane. The address was 
given by Ven Dr William Strange, 
Archdeacon of Cardigan. 
 The following month, Father 
Gildas, from Caldey Abbey, paid 
the first of two visits – his second 
will include a talk on the historical 
connections between both abbeys. 

In April, local historian Glen John-
son organised a pilgrimage to 
Nevern Church which is closely 
linked to St Dogmaels. 
 In June, we held a Gymanfa 
Ganu which was to be held in the 
abbey grounds but, because of 
inclement weather, we retreated to 
St Thomas’ Church. The event was 
well attended and the conductor 
was Mrs Margaret Daniel; Good-
wick Brass Band accompanied us 
and young harpist Bethan Williams 
played for us.
 Pendyrus Male Voice Choir 
staged a concert in the abbey ruins 
in July and the large, appreciative 
crowd picnicked in the grounds. 

St Dogmaels celebrates
In 1113 Robert Fitz Martin, the Norman Lord of Cemaes, went to Tiron in France 
and returned with 13 Benedictine monks who set up a religious community in 
St Dogmaels. Mary Thomas reports on a series of events which have been held 

to celebrate the establishment of St Dogmaels Abbey 900 years ago 

Later that month the Abbey Players 
performed ‘A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream’ using the abbey ruins to 
full effect. 
 In August, St Thomas’ Church 
held a floral festival, themed on the 
anniversary and depicting the last-
ing influence of the monks on the 
church and community. A cheese 
and wine evening was held in the 
adjacent coach house in September. 
 In October we visited Thiron-
Gardais (the present day name for 
Tiron). On arrival we were met 
by M. Le Maire, who is also ‘Le 
Président d’ordre de Tiron’. The 
trip included a tour of the ruins of 
our sister abbey, Tiron, attendance 

at mass at the abbey church and a 
visit to Chartres Cathedral.
 2013 has been a memorable 
year for our village, enabling us to 
celebrate the spiritual legacy of the 
monks and enhancing our sense of 
community. 
 It has been said that St 

Dogmaels is one of the best kept 
secrets in Pembrokeshire. The 
Abbey, the Church and the Coach 
House, with its exhibitions and tea 
rooms, welcome visitors all year 
round.

BISHOP Wyn suggested the 
formation of a Companion 

Link between the two dioceses 
based on the foundation of work 
undertaken in Bukavu over the 
past 15 years by Revd Dr Jennie 
and David Annis. Earlier this year 
a sub-committee of the World 
Mission Team was formed to 
promote and oversee the work of 
new Link. The sub-committee’s 
first task was to write the formal 
declaration of the Link to be signed 

St Davids/Bukavu 
Companion Link

Bishop Bahati Busanne of Bukavu, in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, was due to attend this year’s Diocesan Conference in 
Lampeter to sign the documents launching the St Davids/Bukavu 
Companion Link. Unfortunately, due to the continued uprising of 
the M23 rebels, Bishop Bahati was unable to travel. However, it 
is hoped that the official launch of the Companion Link will take 

place at next year’s conference

by both Bishops. The declaration 
includes the Link’s vision, mission 
and aims. The vision is to see the 
truth that we belong to one another, 
we need each other and we are the 
body of Christ. The Link’s mission 
is to develop a link of equal part-
ners in Christ which is practical, 
effective, and mutually support-
ive and mutually enriching. The 
aims of the Link are to advance the 
Kingdom of God by strengthening 
and sharing in mission and evange-

lism in the church communities of 
both dioceses. To respect and learn 
of, and from, each other’s cultural 
heritage and understanding of the 
Kingdom of God, to engage in 
common tasks and have an insight 
into, and help to support, each 
other’s burdens. 
 A copy of the document will be 
distributed to every church in both 
dioceses after the official launch. It 
is hoped that the Link will encour-
age friendship and prayer support 
parish to parish, minister to minis-
ter, school to school and person to 
person. 
 To date the work of the Annis’s 
has seen school fees paid for 12 
children each year, four of whom 
have graduated from university. 
Three containers of gifts have been 
sent to help the churches, schools 
and individuals improve their lives 
and to equip a clinic with bedding. 
The Annis’s intend to return to 
Bukavu in January 2014 and if 
anyone feels able to help with this 
it costs £4 an hour to undertake a 
month’s work. 
 If you would like to help, or for 
more information, please contact 

Jennie on 01348 840689.
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Reflection

SHOPPING is one of those 
things that almost drives me 

to tears, but on one recent occa-
sion the tears were for a different 
reason. 
 I had found myself in one of 
those out of town megastores. 
Whilst there I glimpsed, shimmer-
ing in the distance, the Christmas 
department. Hypnotised by the 
glitter and sparkle I was drawn in 
to check it out to see what they had 
on display.
  As I passed from aisle to glim-
mering aisle I suddenly realised 
something was missing – Jesus 
wasn’t there! 
 My search became more fran-
tic, surely he was here somewhere, 
but try as I might no sign of him 
was to be found. My emotions 
passed from frustration, to anger 
to sadness. I found myself saying 
aloud, “Where is He? What have 
you done with Jesus?” 
 Realising the search was in vain 
I made to leave the store, but just as 
I was passing the checkout I saw it 
– the only concession to a Christian 
Christmas they had: there, in a tin 
box labelled ‘Christmas Past’, was 

a collection of CDs, one of which 
contained traditional Christmas 
Carols, the songs of Christ’s mirac-
ulous birth. Christmas Past! Is that 
what the story of the birth of Jesus 
Christ now is, a relic of the past? I 
felt like falling on my knees there 
in the shop and crying out, ‘Lord, 
what have we done!’ but, afeared 
of the men in white coats, I quietly 
left the shop to have words with 
Jesus in the car.
 The one thing that was missing 
in that shop display is the one thing 
we ought to treasure the most – the 
presence of Jesus. We need Jesus to 
be present in our lives, our minds and 
our hearts. When God stepped quietly 
into the world as a baby on that first 
Christmas day, all he could do to 
begin with was to be present. Can we 
cultivate the art of just ‘being’ with 
him, in his eternally loving presence? 
What a contrast that would be to the 
mad hurly-burly of the Christmas 
shop, the stress of having everything 
just so, buying the right present for 
everyone from Auntie Brenda to the 
coalman. 
 The wise men have a lot to 
answer for, starting the prece-

dent of bearing gifts at Christmas! 
(Matthew 2:11) Their presents, 
however, were symbolic. They 
were signs of the high honour that 
was due to the baby that lay before 
them. 
 The present-bearing of today 
has changed beyond all recogni-
tion. From the giving of symbols 
of honour to the baby Jesus by the 
Magi, to St Nicholas (Santa Claus) 
giving gifts to the poor, to today’s 
rape of the planet’s resources for 
the giving of presents that people 
don’t want, can’t use and won’t 
need. And this clutter that we 
own is a barrier between us and 
that spiritual presence we long for 
(Matthew 19:23; Luke 1:53, 6:24).
 So what of Christmas yet to 
come? Bethlehem is remembered 
as a city that had no room for 
Jesus. Will we be remembered as 
the generation that had no room for 
him either? I would rather believe 
that this can be the generation that 
reclaims Christmas for God. It is 
time to invite Jesus back to his own 
birthday party, to remember that 
Christmas starts with Christ. 
 Perhaps it is time to move away 
from a Christmas which owes its 
nature to the precedence of the 
Magi and more towards one based 

Christmas past, Christmas 
present, Christmas yet to come

Following a depressing shopping trip, Sulin Milne reflects on the true meaning of Christmas

Nadolig 
Cyfoes

Ymysg y goleuadau
A’r papur llachar lun,

O dan y twr anrhegion,
ble ‘rwyt ti, Geidwad dyn?

Ymhlith y dathlu cyson
A phawb yn cael eu hwyl,

Yn bwyta ac yn yfed
I gofio am yr Ŵyl?

Mi chwiliais ac mi chwiliais
am weld o bryd i bryd,
ym mhle mae’r newydd 

rhyfedd,
rhyfedda fu, o hyd?

Wrth wrando ar gymdoges
A’i phlentyn yn ei chôl,
Yn adrodd stori’r geni
Mi ddaeth yr ias yn ôl.

O! diolch i ti, Arglwydd,
Am Eglwys yn y Llan,

A’r hawl i ni addoli
Yn gyson ar dy ran.

Catrin Norman,
Rhydaman

‘Do you know any Christians involved in rowing?’ was the 
question I was asked by Avanti Television. ‘Well I might just know 
the man . . . ’ As it turned out they were filming a special ‘Welsh 
Coast Songs of Praise’ which was broadcast on 25th August.
I was filmed rowing with my local club and then went up to the 
Llyn Peninsular to be interviewed by, and row with, Bear Grylls.
I thought it a bit tame to drive up to meet Bear, so I sailed instead 
– Man vs Wild! But seriously it was a great experience and a 
privilege to be able to talk on TV of my security in Jesus Christ.

Revd John Bennett

 
Welsh celebrities have contributed a bag to the Merched y 
Wawr project - Beth Am Gyfrannu BAG, which is supporting 
the work of Christian Aid partners with women in Ethiopia. 
 
These are being sold in a silent auction which closes in 
March 2014, and we invite you to bid for a special bag! 
 
How about the Radley bag which went on tour with Connie 
Fisher when she was Maria? Or a bag which belonged to the 
actor Mathew Rhys? Or the red bag donated by Sian Lloyd, 
the weather presenter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve already received over £12,000 from the sale of bags 
in the Royal Welsh Show and the National Eisteddfod. All the 
money raised will go to help women in Ethiopia to work their 
way out of poverty. So Bid on a Bag! 
                                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
      
     
  
 
 

Merched y Wawr and Christian Aid Partnership  
2013 supporting women in Ethiopia  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BID ON A BAG 

You can see the bags on www.merchedywawr.com and click 
on the Bidio ar y Bagiau link on the left. If you see a bag you 
fancy, email your bid to canolfan@merchedywawr.com or 
phone the Merched y Wawr office on 01970 611661. 
 

  

on the actions of the shepherds. 
They hurried, empty-handed, to see 
Jesus, but once they had been in his 
presence, they left to spread the 
word, the Good News of Great Joy 
– news of the infant saviour, and 
they glorified and praised God for 
all they had heard and seen (Luke 
2:8-20).
 The future of Christmas is in 

our hands. Time will tell what we 
will let it become but I’m sure 
God won’t let us mess it up for all 
time. I pray that Christmas yet to 
come does not see Jesus as a relic 
from the past, but instead finds us 
spreading the word of the real pres-
ence of our Saviour Jesus Christ 
here and now, putting him proudly 
back at the centre of Christmas. 

Ysgol Bro Dewi’s School Council marked Remembrance Day 
by holding a special assembly, which included the history of the 
event, poetry, prayers and the Last Post. A poppy wreath was 

made by Years 3 and 4 and displayed in the main entrance

Ysgol Bro Dewi Remembers

Meeting
 Bear

Myfyrdod
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3. Focus on quality not quan-
tity – depth of commitment and 
belief is more important than sheer 
numbers.
 Bob Jackson reminded us that 
sometimes we are the answer to our 
own prayers. Some of his points 
seem obvious, like being better at 
welcoming new people but others 
really made us think. His ‘Tools 
for growth’, which he fished out of 
a real toolbox, raised a smile and 
‘hammered’ home the point. Many 
of his findings can be found on the 
diocesan website.
 By now raring to go, we each 
went off to sample 2 out of 10 
workshops. There was everything 

from ‘Messy Church’ (what fun to 
be able to worship God and make 
a mess!), to ‘Breathe’, which aims 
to help young people to come to 
terms with rage, despair and hope. 
Prayer and individual spirituality 
weren’t neglected. After all, you 
can’t pass on what you haven’t 
experienced yourself and we must 
beware of charging around ‘doing’ 
at the expense of just ‘being’.
 Back in our own church groups, 
we swapped notes, enthused each 
other and then, in what must be a 
‘first’,  we were encouraged to ‘text 
an Archdeacon’ with what we’d 
learnt and how we plan to put it into 
practice. This could catch on . . .
 What a day and how we fizzed 
by the end of it. The grumbly 

continued from page 1 comments from a year or so back 
had been swamped by that most 
valuable of commodities – hope.
 As they picked up their things 
to leave, some spoke of what they’d 
received from the day: “Cymde-
ithas . . . fantastic inspiration . . .   
brilliant that the lay people had the 
chance to hear Bob’s research . . .  
we’ve learnt so much it will help us 
to grow . . . I liked Messy Church  
. . . Bob Jackson’s presentation was 
brilliant . . . inspirational ideas . . .  
the need for prayer.” 
 And what of the person search-
ing for enlightenment because 
he was confused? No hesita-
tion – he simply said “I’ve been 
enlightened.” 
 Weren’t we all . . .

Following the St Davids Church, Llanddewi Brefi, Thanksgiving Service a cheque for £105 was 
presented to Ros Jones, representing the Welsh Air Ambulance. The cheque was presented during 
the Sunday School Tabletop Sale in the vestry. Pictured left to right: Llinos Griffiths, Warden and 
Treasurer; Mair Griffiths, Warden; Revd Dafydd Jones, Vicar; Elinor and Rhian Griffith representing 

the Sunday School; Ros Jones
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Charity Registration:
Currently, all parishes with an 
income below £100,000 do not 
have to register with the Charity 
Commission. This exemption 
is due to expire on 31st March. 
If it is not extended, all parishes 
with an income greater than 
£5,000 will have to register 
from that date. This should be 
done online via the Commis-
sion’s website:
h t tps : / /apps . char i t ycom -
mission.gov.uk/officeforms/
OLARPortal.ofml
 Guidance notes can 
be downloaded from the 
Resources>Finance section of 
the Church in Wales website. 
Meanwhile, please do not 
register until advised by the 
Diocesan Office unless your 
income exceeds the £100,000 
threshold.

active spreadsheets are now 
available which do most of the 
work for you.
http://www.churchinwales.
org.uk/structure/repre-
sentative-body/finance/
parish-accounting
Ministry share: 
The new formula for allocat-
ing Ministry Share will come 
into effect on January 1st. All 
changes agreed during the 
consultation have been incor-
porated. Payments will be 
calculated on a three-year-roll-
ing Average Sunday Attendance 
and the cap on increases and 
decreases has been reduced 
from 25% to 15%. The prompt 
payment discount rises to 4% 
provided that the Ministry 
Share is paid by one cheque/
standing order per benefice 
quarterly on the due date.

Gift Aid: Small Donations Scheme 
(GASDS): 
HMRC has introduced a 
scheme whereby it will make 
Gift Aid-style payments on 
small cash donations (up to 
£20). The most obvious exam-
ple is the weekly collection plate. 
No Gift Aid Declaration form 
is required for these donations.
 Claims can be for donations 
totalling up to £5,000 each year, 
provided the amount you claim 
under the standard Gift Aid scheme 
is £500 a year or more. If the maxi-
mum is claimed it would be worth 
£1250 in additional income.

Parish accounting: 
Standard forms for parish accounts
have been produced and the method 
of reporting differs depending 
on whether a parish’s income is 
above or below £250,000. Inter-

Money matters
Important changes have been, or are about to be, taking place 

that every PCC needs to know about

Typhoon Haiyan struck the Philippines on Friday 8th 
November, affecting more than eleven million people.

Your donations will provide food, water, sleeping bags 
and blankets, plastic sheeting and materials for housing. 
Donations will also fund a long-term rehabilitation programme 
that will include helping farmers to start growing crops again.

Initial donations to Us. will support the relief work of the National 
Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP).Subsequent 
donations will also fund the work of the Episcopal Church in 
the Philippines (ECP) and the Philippine Independent Church 
(PIC).

Donations can be made via 
http://www.weareus.org.uk/latestupdates/philippinestyphoon/

or by calling 020 7921 2200
£10 donations can also be made texting PHIL13£10 to 70070

Philippines Emergency Appeal
Your donations will support church relief work
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THE Traidcraft AGM in London 
on 6th September was an 

exciting, even thrilling experi-
ence. Here was a large group of 
people committed not just to words 
about the need for trade justice but 
deeply committed to taking appro-
priate action to promote it. The 
meeting began with half an hour of 
praise and worship, and was closed 
by Chair of the Board, business-
man Ram Gidoomal, praying for 
God’s blessing on the key leaders 
of the organisation. It is interest-
ing to note that two of the trustees 
are Margaret Sentamu, wife of the 
Archbishop of York, and Rosemary 
Kempsell who was, until recently, 
Worldwide President of the Moth-
ers Union. 
 In a world that is cruelly profit-
driven, it was refreshing to listen 
to people for whom the bottom 
line is not profit but community 
growth and sustainability. With 
climate disruption and unpredict-
able weather seriously affecting 
subsistence farmers, we heard from 
Harun Baiya about successful new 
Traidcraft initiatives bringing cash 
crops. In arid areas of Kenya some 
farmers have begun water harvest-
ing and their small plots of land 
are flourishing, providing food 
for their own families with even 

A YEAR ago, in October 2012, 
every parish in Wales received 

a letter from Church House in 
Llandaff asking them all to sign 
a pledge to use only fairly traded 
goods, such as coffee and tea, at 
parish events. Sadly a high percent-
age of these pledges have not been 
signed – in St Davids only just over 
27%, in contrast to Bangor diocese 
where 64% have been returned. 

surplus to sell. Some tea growers 
have become beekeepers, plant-
ing passion fruit to provide extra 
income for themselves as well as 
nectar for the bees: all of them 
significant economic improve-
ments at the local level. Maria 
del Carmen de la Fuente, General 
Manager of Allpa, a supplier to 
Traidcraft for more than twenty 
years, also spoke passionately 
about innovation and marketing 
with Peruvian artisans.
 But can Fair Trade really make 
a difference globally? Is it really 
possible for small producers to 
compete with commercial giants on 
a level playing field? Only through 
forward thinking at grass roots, 
national and international levels, 
coupled with dogged determina-
tion, and sustained commitment by 
dedicated enthusiasts. 
 Traidcraft is called to be a voice 
for the voiceless, and a mover and 
a shaker in the corridors of power. 
It deserves to receive universal 
support. We should be proud that 
Wales is the first Fair Trade coun-
try, and doing all we can to help 
forward the Governing Body’s 
resolution to make the Church in 
Wales the first Fairtrade Province 
by 2014.

A voice for the
voiceless

Ian Gardner finds the Traidcraft Annual General Meeting inspiring

This low level of interest was 
reflected in the very poor attend-
ance at a stimulating lecture about 
fair trade in Milford Haven on 21st 
October by Dr Alastair Smith from 
Cardiff University. Many questions 
were asked by those who came. 
Sharron Hardwick from Kilgetty 
also gave a short presentation 
about Fair Trade footballs which 
was much appreciated.

Fair trade 
in St Davids Diocese

Amelia Gardner is disappointed at the level of parish commitment 
to fairly traded goods

“Church can be fun, too!”, 
said Revd Fr Dewi Davies, 
Vicar of Pembrey, as he 
thanked the congregations at 
St Illtyd’s Church, for rising 
to his challenge to wear hats 
on what he had designated 
‘Hat Sunday at St Illtyd’s’. 
Hats, including Fr Dewi’s 
black berretta with its ridged 
crown, gave rise to many 
compliments. 
There was certainly an air of 
style and panache at  
St Illtyd’s on 25th August!

Hat Sunday 
at Pembrey Church

Book Reviews

The Long Road to Heaven
By Tim Heaton
Pub: John Hunt Publishing  

(Circle Books); Nov 2013
ISBN: 978-78279-274-1: £7.99
EISBN: 978-1-78279-273-4: 

£6.99
In the opening scenes of the 2010 
film The Way, Tom (played by 
Martin Sheen) gets a call inform-
ing him that his son Daniel, with 
whom he has a somewhat diffi-
cult relationship, has perished 
in a storm while walking the 
ancient pilgrimage road to Santi-
ago de Compostela. Tom takes 
the impulsive decision to make 
the pilgrimage himself, carrying 
Daniel’s cremated remains, and 
the film is a moving and soulful 
portrait of his journey and those of 
the companions he meets along the 
way. It’s compelling cinema.
 The Long Road to Heaven is a 
Lent course based on the film, one 
of an increasing number of courses 
using film to explore faith. Some 
are excellent, and The Long Road 
to Heaven could easily have been 
one of them: the film on which it’s 
based is so thought-provoking and 
profound. But somewhere along 
the line it just misses the mark.
 The Way is a beautiful and 
sensitive exploration of grief and 
bereavement: its central question is 
how we can continue to live mean-
ingfully in the face of terrible loss. 
But The Long Road to Heaven 
seeks to reshape the central thrust 
of the film to suit a more directly 
theological (even evangelistic) 
agenda, asking questions such as 
“Who can be saved?” and “How 

are we saved?” They’re good ques-
tions, and excellent grist for the 
mill of any Lent course – but to me, 
at least, they seem to miss the heart 
of the film altogether.

 And that’s a great shame, since 
The Way really could inspire some 
excellent Lenten meditations and 
conversations. I would have loved 
to have seen a course centred on 
some of the huge (and very Lenten) 
themes the film addresses: life and 
death, loss, grief and hope. Or, 
perhaps, a creative and imaginative 
reflection on our own pilgrimages – 
the journey of life, the journey into 
God. It’s not even that the ques-
tions the course actually addresses 
are inappropriate but they’re only 
tenuously connected to The Way, 
creating a sense of disconnection 
between the film and discussions 
offered in the course.
 There’s material in The Long 
Road to Heaven that could be recy-
cled into a good Lent course, and 
the essays included within the book 
are fascinating. And The Way is a 
film you really don’t want to miss 
- but you might want to write your 
own Lent course to go with it.

Revd Chris Webb

A missed opportunity

Bishop Wyn, Nia Griffith MP and Revd Michael Wheatley 
celebrate the opening of the new Plant Dewi Family Centre in 

Burry Port, near Llanelli
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Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in particular, 

we would like to encourage submission of articles in Welsh. 
Articles should be sent to the Managing Editor: Tessa Briggs,

editorpd@churchinwales.org.uk 
or photographs accompanied by a maximum of 50 words can be posted to:

Pobl Dewi,
The Diocesan Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen SA31 2JG,

marked for the attention of ‘The Editor’

Book Reviews

C. S. Lewis: A Life 
By Alister McGrath  
Pub: Hodder & Stoughton; 2013
ISBN: 978-1444745542
Price: £9.99
Friday 22 November 1963 is 
remembered the world over as the 
day on which President Kennedy 
was assassinated. But JFK’s was 
not the only newsworthy death that 
day: an hour earlier, in a quiet house 
in an Oxford suburb, a 63-year-old 
Cambridge don also collapsed and 
died. His name was C S Lewis.
 Fifty years later, C S Lewis is 
best known to the general public 
as the author of a magical series of 
children’s books, “The Chronicles 
of Narnia”. But in Christian and 
academic circles, he has a differ-
ent reputation: as an apologist for 
Christian truth and a professor of 
English Literature he is regarded as 
a uniquely gifted, effective writer. 
He continues to delight and chal-
lenge his readers as powerfully 
in the 21st century as he did fifty 
years ago.
 Alister McGrath’s biography 
is the latest of at least ten biogra-
phies and memoirs of Lewis so you 
might ask “Is it really worth my 
while reading yet another biogra-
phy?” The answer is a resounding 
“Yes!” for three main reasons.

 First, the date. Fifty years is a 
significant milestone from which 
to look back and reflect upon the 
impact Lewis continues to have on 
both the Christian and the secular 
world. 
 Secondly, the author. Previous 
biographers have fallen into two 
categories: personal friends; and 
professional biographers. McGrath 
is neither, and yet his life and 
work bear remarkable similarities 
to Lewis’s. Both hail from North-
ern Ireland, both were educated at 
Oxford and both were converted 
from atheism to Christianity as 
young men. Both have written 

extensively: academic titles, apol-
ogetics and children’s books. Also, 
in preparing to write, McGrath 
had access to the newly-published 
Complete Letters of C. S. Lewis 
which add up to more than 3,500 
pages of material. 
 The third and most impor-
tant reason for reading this book 
is that McGrath brings a depth of 
understanding and insight to this 
biography of Lewis unequalled 
in previous volumes (I have read 
them all). Through his study of 
the complete works of Lewis, he 
is able to include fascinating new 
details. Some are significant such 
as McGrath’s challenge to accepted 
wisdom, including that of Lewis 
himself, as to the actual date of 
Lewis’s conversion to Christian-
ity. Other details are more gossipy: 
the row that broke out between Joy 
Davidman and Maureen Moore 
about the ownership of Lewis’s 
house provides a tantalising insight 
into the little-known world of 
Lewis’s personal relationships. 
 Alister McGrath offers us 
novel and significant insights into 
Lewis’s background, thought and 
motivation. This is a book thor-
oughly worth reading.

Fenella Strange

Real God in the Real Word:
Advent readings on the 
coming of Christ
By Trystan Owain Hughes
Pub: BRF; September 2013
ISBN: 9780857462657
Price £7.99

Every year Christian authors and 
publishers offer helpful reflec-
tions to guide us through the 
Advent season, a period which, 
even for devoted believers, can 
seem overcrowded and pressured. 
Commendably, such books encour-
age us to find space amid our 
relentless pre-Christmas routines 
simply to stop. Stop to reflect on 
why we, as people of faith, believe 
that this season matters. 
 Trystan Owain Hughes’ new 
Advent companion certainly does 
this admirably, providing profound 
food for thought and for prayer 
that will enliven and enrich this 
potentially fertile season. What 
is invigorating here, however, is 
that Trystan does not insist that 
we withdraw from the world (for 
surely that would be unrealistic 
for most of us!). Rather, as the title 
suggests, he urges us to find our 
spiritual nourishment in Scripture 

read in tandem with the particulari-
ties of our lives. 
 Indeed, he draws helpfully on 
his own experiences, in childhood 
and beyond, and finds there the 
eternal Word of God still taking 
flesh in events, relationships and 
the joyful awe of feeling truly 
alive, truly connected to Christ and 
to one another.
 Advent books often reflect 
on the season’s traditional texts, 
such as the great prophecies and 
the Gospel accounts surrounding 
John the Baptist, Zechariah, Eliz-

abeth, Mary and Joseph. As many 
have already done this splendidly, 
it is refreshing to have a wider 
range of Scripture explored here. 
So we have here thoughts on the 
qualities we need in order to serve 
Christ in our neighbour – love, 
service, help, courage – as well 
as guidance to help us reawaken 
wonder in the natural world – in 
birds and animals, trees and flow-
ers – and rediscover the things that 
sustain and enhance life – laugh-
ter, friends, memories, music and 
film. The goal is to connect our 
little lives, which may seem fragile 
and mundane, with the life-giving 
vibrancy of Jesus of Nazareth and 
so find ourselves and our commu-
nities marvellously transformed. 
This is a truly inspiring and engag-
ing collection to be commended to 
all who wish their real lives to be 
lived in the company of the real 
Saviour.
 Quoting the 13th century Welsh 
poet Madog ab Gwallter, Trystan 
bids us search for Jesus,

. . . the one whom we welcome 
as King of Kings;

Lofty and lowly Emmanuel;
Honey for our thoughts. 

 Revd Ainsley Griffiths

ST DAVIDS Diocese will feel 
special in specific ways to 

people living in different parts of 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and 
Pembrokeshire. But one feature 
will be common to everyone’s 
experience: the three counties are 
rural and the ministry and mission 
of the Church is to rural commu-
nities and congregations. Even the 
most populous areas cannot but be 
conscious of the surrounding coun-
tryside, and the extent to which 
the social, cultural and economic 
context is affected by rural issues.
 With this in mind, I want to 
introduce readers of Pobl Dewi 
to the Rural Theology Associa-
tion (RTA) and its journal which 
specifically address challenges 
and opportunities faced by rural 
churches and those who lead them. 
 In 1980 the RTA was formed as 
an ecumenical forum for the shar-
ing of theological perspectives, 
which not only offers a realistic 
account of what God looks like 
from a rural point of view, but also 
acts as a contributor to contextually 
balanced and rounded theological 
reflection. 
 Two years later, the RTA 
launched the journal Rural 
Theology to promote informed, 
evidenced-based analysis and 
debate about life, work and worship 
in the countryside. Since then it has 
featured stimulating and readable 
articles which have fed into many 
reports on rural Christianity and 
informed strategic plans for ensur-
ing that the Church has an effective 
presence in rural areas. 
 Wales has been an important 
source of data and analysis for 
Rural Theology with the Editor 
(Revd Canon Professor Leslie J 
Francis) teaching and minister-
ing in the Bangor Diocese. The 
Archdeacon of Cardigan (Ven Dr 

Will Strange) and Canon Jeremy 
Martineau of Fishguard have also 
made valuable contributions to 
the journal. It is hoped that further 
contributions from West Wales will 
feature in future editions. 
 A distinctive characteristic of 
Rural Theology is the extent to 
which it takes trouble to find out 
what faith in the countryside feels 
like from the point of view of local 
people – and takes those points of 
view seriously as grist to the theo-
logical mill. Here you will find 
encouragement, challenge and 
food for thought in equal measure. 
 Rural Theology comes free 
with membership of the RTA 
(current subscription £15 per 
annum). Further details can be 
found on the RTA website – 
www.rural-theology.org.uk. 
 I am privileged to be the current 
Chair of the RTA, and for further 
information about how to join the 
Association and/or subscribe to 
Rural Theology, please contact me 
at 22 Shelley Road, Haverford-
west, Pembrokeshire SA61 1RX or
john.saxbee@btinternet.com.

+ John Saxbee
Assistant Bishop, 

Diocese of St Davids 

God in the Countryside – 
your introduction to

Rural Theology
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Novel and significant insights

An inspiring and engaging collection


