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TWO neighbours – apart 
for 400 years – have been 
reunited by the recent merger 
of Castlemartin and Narberth 
into the ‘new’ Deanery of 
Pembroke. Rev Canon Michael 
Butler was installed as the new 
Dean at a service in St Mary’s 
last month. It covers an area 
from Narberth in the north 
east to Angle in the south 
west, and includes the major 
centres of Tenby, Pembroke 
and Pembroke Dock. 

 It’s one of several changes  
taking place in the way the 
diocese is organised.

CARMARTHEN

The new Rectorial Benefice 
of East Carmarthen will cover 

HAVERFORDWEST

The new Vicar, Rev Paul Mack-
ness, who will be installed in 
May and will join the team in 
the new united benefice and 
the collegiate of parishes 
including the churches of St 
Mary, St Thomas, St Martin 
and Haroldston St Issel. 

 But church leaders are 
confident that the view from 
the pew will be very much the 
same. And the changes will 
offer an opportunity for wider 
fellowship and discussion for 
both clergy and lay people. 
Also, benefits of scale will 
bring added value for every-
one in the diocese.

(See Appointments page 3)

FRIENDS REUNITED
St Peter’s and St John’s in 
Carmarthen town centre, St. 
David’s, Abergwili and Capel 
y Groes in Peniel. The former 
Vicar of Abergwili, Rev Leigh 
Richardson, becomes Rector 
and the appointment of a new 
team vicar for St David’s is 
expected this summer.

LLANELLI

Changes are afoot in the 
Rectorial Benefice. A new, 
clergy team under Rector Rev 
Sian Jones is being appointed 
to develop new styles of minis-
try and worship, and a greater 
involvement of the laity.

THE opening concert will 
feature a double celebration 

by the Children’s Festival Chorus 
and the Choristers of the Cathedral, 
paying tribute to the success of the 
cathedral’s educational outreach 
programme.  The performance will 
also be in conjunction with Farms 
For City Children at Treginnis, 
(pictured)  whose director is Rev 
Mike Plant, to mark twenty years 
of offering a countryside experi-
ence to inner city youngsters.
 Youth will feature prominently 
throughout the ten-day festival, 

Children will be leading the way when this year’s 
St Davids Cathedral Festival opens in May

which is now in its 32nd year.  
 Following their sell-out concert 
in 2009, the St Davids Cathedral 
Boys Choir will be giving a tea-
time recital in Llanrhian Church.  
And the Cathedral Choir will 
perform several works, including 
the premier of a new piece, O Lux 
Beata Trinitas, commissioned from 
composer David Bednall.
 The festival runs from May 
28th to June 6th and Artistic Direc-
tor Alex Mason’s programme 
includes a glittering array of stars.
(Continued on page 6)

Youth Strikes a Chord
at Cathedral 

Festival

Treginnis – St Davids base of Farms for City Children
The King’s Singers – one of the star names at this year’s Festival
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AT just after ten past three on 
the afternoon of Saturday, 30th 

June 2007, Bilal Abdulla drove a 
Cherokee truck loaded with gas 
canisters into the terminal building 
at Glasgow International Airport 
and set fire to the vehicle. When it 
failed to explode, his accomplice, 
Kafeel Ahmed, poured petrol over 
himself. It took him a month to die.
 But these were not disaffected, 
unemployed young men from a 
poor neighbourhood. Abdulla – 
later jailed for 32 years – was a 
hospital doctor and Ahmed an engi-
neering PhD student. So how do 
such intelligent people fall prey to 
the incitement of terrorist leaders?
 Dr Mawil Izzidien is Reader 
in Islamic Studies and Arabic at 
the University of Wales, Lampeter. 
He is convinced that the answer 
consists largely of three simple 
words: loss of identity.
 After the demise of the Otto-
man Empire in the early 1900s, the 
Islamic world suffered an eclipse, 
losing identity and self-esteem. In 
the UK, this loss is most keenly felt 
by Muslim youths, increasingly 
suffering from unemployment and 
poverty, and has led to the growth 
of what Dr Izzidien calls ‘cluster 

bombs’ of violent individuals seek-
ing to re-assert Islamic culture as 
a distinct entity. It could be that 
Abdullah and Ahmed felt that 
their relatively privileged position 
obliged them to adopt a leadership 
role in this armed struggle.
 As a worldwide religion, Islam 
has always emphasised the concept 
of ummah – the global commu-
nity. Its followers see themselves 
as part of a single nation which 
transcends geographical bounda-
ries. Their founder Mohammed 
said: ‘Muslims are like one body, 
and if one part of it suffers, then 
the rest of the body will respond 
by having fever and sleeplessness.’ 
Perhaps this attitude explains why 
many terrorists justify their actions 
by citing what they see as the ineq-
uity of the Palestinians’ plight and 
the aggressive attitude of the West 
towards their brothers and sisters 
in Iraq and elsewhere. An attack on 
one Muslim is an attack on all, and 
their primary allegiance is to their 
fellow Muslims rather than to any 
particular political state.
 On the other hand, both the 
Qur’an and the tradition of Moham-
med insist that the whole of humanity 
is derived from one um, one mother. 

When disadvantaged Muslim youths are radicalised it may be understandable, if difficult 
to accept. But what makes well-educated professionals turn terrorist? Jonathan Copus 

seeks some insight

In a direct reversal of the terrorists’ 
standpoint, one profound hadif, or 
Saying of the Prophet, states that 
‘a person who kills one human 
being is like a person who kills all 
humanity’.
 But as Dr Izzi Dien points out, 
intelligent people from all faiths 
have always harmed one other – in 
Northern Ireland, and during the 
Spanish Inquisition, for instance. 
At the root of much of this harm is 
fundamentalism, which knows no 
faith boundaries. In Islam as else-
where, the extremists’ interpretation 
of the holy texts – while distorted 
from a mainstream perspective – is 
supported by a profound system of 
references which makes it unassail-
able by anyone except a scholar, 
and can exert a powerful influence 
on the layman of any faith search-
ing for a cause to give his life 
meaning and purpose.
 Fortunately for the rest of us, 
the majority of Western Muslims 
are moderates, and many, like Dr 
Izzidien, regard all religions as 
different maps for the same spirit-
ual journey. They may be drawn in 
different inks; they may highlight 
different areas; but eventually they 
all lead along the same path. TWENTY-TWO years ago our 

family began paying a small 
amount each month to sponsor a 
needy child in rural Uganda. The 
little girl, named Olive Nama-
ganda, was then 6 years old and 
our monthly subscription enabled 
her to receive an education and 
other basic requirements of life. 
She thrived, grew up through 
primary and secondary school and 
finally attained a place at Univer-
sity in Kampala where she gained 
a teaching degree. From the first 
childish pictures, through to letters 
and eventually on to emails, our 
relationship with Olive developed. 
From a distance, we shared in the 
ups and downs of each other’s 
lives and many prayers have flown 
between the UK and Africa over the 
past years. I never thought I would 
actually meet Olive, let alone travel 
out to Africa, so you can imag-
ine my surprise and joy when in 
October 2009 I had the amazing 
opportunity to visit Uganda and 
finally meet up with Olive!

Travelling Companion
Never having visited an African 
country before, I was in for a big 
dose of culture shock. Fortunately, 
my travelling companion Esther, 
is a mature, well-travelled Chris-
tian who had previously visited 
projects in Uganda. We only had 
two weeks, a tight budget and three 
main projects to visit, so it was an 
intense and hectic schedule! Esther 
worships at Holy Name Catho-
lic Church in Fishguard and five 
years ago they began a project to 
build St Joseph’s Primary School 
in the Mityana district of Uganda. 

My own church, St Mary’s in Fish-
guard, raised £2,500 in 2008 to 
fund the building of a village well 
in the Luwero district in conjunc-
tion with The Busoga Trust – an 
Anglican Ugandan charity provid-
ing sanitation and water aid in rural 
Uganda. We visited both these 
projects and were greatly encour-
aged by the work being done.

Highlight
The highlight of the trip for me 
was to finally meet Olive and to 
see things come full circle! As she 
has received help herself, so she’s 
been enabled and equipped to help 
others. Olive is now 28 yrs old and 
is working as a project leader for 
a small Ugandan Christian charity 
called Youth With A Vision. 
 YWAV works with some of 
the most disadvantaged children 
and young people in the Masaka 
region, many of them orphans due 
to the ravages of HIV/AIDS, which 
has claimed so many lives in this 
area of Uganda. It was an abso-
lute delight to meet Olive and her 
family and to learn about her life 
and work in her home village area 
where she and others work so hard 
with so little to improve the lives of 
many children.
 There is so much need in the 
world that sometimes we don’t 
know where to start or how to 
respond. I’m so grateful for the 
chance I was given to glimpse first 
hand the enormous need in this 
beautiful but troubled country and 
rejoice that Olive has indeed come 
‘full circle’ and that she and I will 
continue to play our part.

Visiting Uganda Jayne Macgregor finds patches of hope, 
resilience and encouragement

Full Circle in Uganda

AS someone who spent six years 
in Uganda from 1989, and who 

has taught ethics to a number of 
church leaders, I am grateful to be 
invited to make a small contribution 
in response to the Anti-Homosexu-
ality legislation, currently before 
Parliament in that country. Major 
concern has been expressed about 
the draconian nature of this law. 
 The history of the Church in 
Uganda helps us understand a little 
of the vehement condemnation of 
homosexual practice. Fundamental 
to the founding of the church, both 
Anglican and Catholic, were the 
martyrs of 1886. Part of their story 
that has gained enormous signifi-
cance over time was the rejection by 
the martyrs of homosexual advances 
by the Kabaka or king. This was 
also seen as influenced by Arabic 

traders. So homosexual practice 
has long been associated with anti-
Christian persecution, power abuse 
and malign foreign influences. 
 It is a well documented ten-
dency in some circumstances to 
scapegoat minorities who can 
easily be identified as a populist 
target. Homosexual practice today 
in Uganda is associated with the 
morally decadent West. Add these 
factors together and there is a clear 
danger of the politics of caricature 
and worse. Additionally the current 
situation in the Anglican Church, 
where there is clear support for 
Lesbian, Bi-sexual, Gay and Trans-
sexual people, particularly in North 
America, makes it very difficult for 
moderating voices to be heard as 
anything other than examples of 
moral decadence. 

 The Church in the western 
world has been quick to notice that 
church leaders in Uganda have 
been slow to speak up in response 
to the proposed legislation. Some, 
including the relatively new Bishop 
of Karamoja, have been outspoken 
in favour of the Bill, pointing out 
that it is not a matter for Canada or 
England. However this cuts both 
ways because many in the Church 
of Uganda have been far from slow 
in condemning the Church in North 
America. We are mutually account-
able within the body of Christ.
 Some Ugandan church lead-
ers have been more prepared to 
put their heads over the parapets 
regarding this legislation. One is 
Canon Gideon Byamugisha, who is 
the founder member of an organi-
sation of religious leaders in Africa 
who are HIV positive. He is well 
aware of the dangers of stigmati-
sation and populist condemnation 
and has written an open letter about 
the legislation in which he warns 
of the danger of ‘state-legislated 
genocide.’ He argues that the Bill 
does not show any indication of 
Christian compassion alongside his 
concern that taking this stand does 
not in itself indicate any approval 
of homosexual practice. Voices 
such as his have credibility within 
the country and he deserves our full 
support. This approach is far more 
likely to reap results than strident 
voices from the West.
 To find out more I recommend 
the website wikipedia.org/wiki/
Uganda_Anti-Homosexuality_Bill 

Tudor Griffiths, from Hawarden, sheds some light 
on this difficult subject

Brains behind the bombs

Uganda and Anti-Homosexuality



Pobl Dewi, March 2010      3

LAST October our members 
travelled from all corners of 

the diocese to attend the Cursillo 
Cymru St Davids AGM in Curtis 
House. This was a special occa-
sion for us as it was the first time in 
four years that we had held a meet-
ing in St David’s, and to top the 
day, Bishop Wyn was to commis-
sion Pam Hughes, from Pembroke 
Dock, our new Lay Director in the 
Cathedral.
 The business part of the day was 
finished in the morning and, after a 
shared lunch, around 25 of us proc-
essed with our banner through the 
streets of the city to the cathedral 
to share in a Eucharist Service – a 
witness not only for Cursillo but, 
more importantly, we were march-
ing in the “Light of Christ” so the 
song goes!! We drew quite a lot of 
interest with our colourful banner 
and balloons to match. Having 
met more Cursillistas, we were 
delighted to be met by Bishop Wyn 
as we entered the cathedral, and 
processed behind him, still sing-
ing all the way, to the Lady Chapel 
where yet more people were wait-
ing for us. Pam’s son, with his 
wife and children, were also there, 
making the day complete.
 Llywella Harris kindly played 

the organ for us and afterwards 
complimented us on our singing. 
The Bishop’s address was very 
informative, telling us the history 
of the well of Dewi Sant, which 
is situated just outside the wall 
behind the altar of the Lady Chapel 
– likening it to our walk with Christ 
in that Cursillo is one of many 
channels which runs through into 
church life. Like the water from the 
well of St David, Cursillo brings 
refreshment of spirit, mind and 
body – ever flowing on our journey 
with our risen Lord – God’s unend-
ing love.
 It was then time for Pam to 
be commissioned. It was a lovely 
service which was full of joy yet 
dignified even when one of the 
balloons decided to go off with 
a bang! Afterwards, everyone 
was invited to join us for refresh-
ments in the Cloisters which were 
bursting at the seams, but nobody 
seemed to mind. 
 Thank you to everybody 
who helped to make this a really 
special day, and thank you Lord 
for the wonderful dry weather you 
provided, and that, through you, 
everything that we see, hear, touch 
and feel becomes more beautiful 
because you are there too. 

Appointments

Davies – Revd Canon 
Dorrien P, Vicar, St 
Dogmaels, Moylegrove 
& Monington & Canon St 
Davids Cathedral, to serve 
as Canon Residentiary of 
St Davids Cathedral & Vicar 
in the Rectorial Benefice of 
Dewisland. He will continue to 
occupy the Prebendal Stall of 
Llangan, 17 April 2010

Wood – Revd Carolyn, 
NS Associate Priest to the 
Deanery of Cydweli

Howells – Revd Ann, Vicar of 
Llanilar w Rhostie & Llangw-
yryfon w Llanfihangel Lledrod 
& Llanwnnws, to be also 
Chair of the Diocesan World 
Mission Group

Geach – Revd Sarah J., 
Priest in Charge of Begelly 
w Ludchurch & Crunwere, 
to be Rector of  Begelly 
w Ludchurch & East 
Williamston, March 2010

Davies – Revd N. Paul, 
Rector, Jeffreyston w 
Reynoldston & East 
Williamston & Loveston, to 
be Rector, Jeffreyston w 
Reynoldston & Loveston 
& Martletwy w Lawrenny & 
Yerbeston, March 2010

Lewis – Revd T. Peter, 
Rector, Narberth w Mounton 
w Robeston Wathen & 
Crinow, to be Rector, 
Narberth w Mounton w 
Robeston Wathen & Crinow & 
Minwear w Templeton, March 
2010

Butler – Revd Canon 
Michael, Vicar of St Issell’s 
& Amroth and Area Dean of 
Narberth, to be Vicar of St 
Issell’s & Amroth w Crunwere 
and Area Dean of the new 
Deanery of Pembroke, 1 
February 2010

Wight – Revd Sian H., Priest 
in Charge of Herbrandston & 
Hasguard w St Ishmael’s w 
Robeston West, to be Priest 
in Charge of the Parish of St 
Ishmael’s, 15 February 2010

Wight – Revd Canon Dennis 
M., Vicar of Dale & St Brides 
w Marloes and Area Dean 
of Roose, to be Bishop’s 
Chaplain & Diocesan Director 
of Mission & Ministry, 15 
February 2010

Richardson – Revd L. 
Leigh, Vicar of Abergwili w 
Llanfihangel-uwch-Gwili & 
Capel y Groes, to be Rector 
of the Rectorial Benefice 
of East Carmarthen, 23 
February 2010 (to remain as 
Area Dean of Carmarthen)

New Lay Director
for Cursillo

A Cursillista enjoys a special occasion in St Davids

Mackness – Revd Paul R., 
Rector of The Maenordeifi 
Group & Area Dean of 
Cemais & Sub Aeron, to serve 
as Incumbent of the United 
Benefice of Haverfordwest

Rowlands – Revd Dr Marc 
A., Team Vicar, Rectorial 
Benefice of Cwmgwendraeth, 
to serve as Incumbent in the 
Parish of Trisant, 12 April 
2010

Annis – Revd Jennifer M., 
currently Permission to 
Officiate in the diocese, to 
be NS Associate Priest of 
Fishguard w Llanychaer & 
Pontfaen, 21 March 2010

Griffiths – Revd Roger, 
Rector, Letterston w Llanfair 
Nant y Gof & Puncheston 
w Little Newcastle & Castle 
Blythe, to also serve as 
Honorary Canon of St Davids 
Cathedral, 24 June 2010

Payne – Revd David R., 
Team Vicar, Rectorial 
Benefice of Llanelli, to serve 
as Incumbent of Gwendraeth 
Fawr, 7 June 2010
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RADIO PEMBROKESHIRE 
is the county’s most listened 

to radio station attracting 49% of 
the total audience, which means 
45,000 people tune into it for ten 
hours each week, and it has one slot 
for religious broadcasting every 
day. Between Monday and Friday 
there is a “Thought for the Day” 
every morning and each Satur-
day a “Meet my Church”, which 
is a brief audio guidebook tour of 
a place of worship in the county. 
Every Sunday, from 7am to 8am, 
Peter Lewis, Rector of Narberth in 
whose parish the studios are based, 
presents a show which usually 
features a guest from one of the 
faith communities in Pembroke-
shire, or a group with a related 
ethical concern or focus, especially 
if there is a seasonal or topical 
link.
  The studio side of the operation 
is in the hands of producer Gareth 
Morris, who is keen to point out that 
the religious content of the station 
is something Radio Pembrokeshire 
is not required to do. “It’s part of 
our commitment to reflecting all 
aspects of Pembrokeshire life,” he 
explains. Peter says that Gareth’s 
relaxed and friendly manner helps 
put studio guests at ease. His edit-
ing skills mean that all fluffs and 
ums and errs are swiftly erased, 
and nothing goes out unless the 
contributor is completely happy 
with it.
 Peter enjoys his visits to the 

One Oh Two Point Five
Peter Lewis gives readers a peek behind the scenes at Radio Pembrokeshire

Studio. “As you can imagine it’s a 
very different environment. Every-
body is always genuinely friendly, 
though they seem to be frantically 
busy. Their energy is awesome and 
there is always a happy atmos-
phere.” He says his one negative 
experience in his involvement was 
having to stand for four hours in a 
gale and torrential rain at the 17th 
hole of Tenby golf course, adjudi-
cating a charity golf tournament.
 When asked for his reaction 
to the programmes, Gareth replies 
“I’ve been amazed at the diversity 
of the guests who have been on. I 
wasn’t expecting such variety. Also 
I was very impressed when Peter 
got Bruce Kent, retired Roman 

Catholic Priest and the Vice-Pres-
ident of CND, to be a contributor 
one Sunday morning. We were 
pleased to have a national figure.”
 They also try to be as ecumen-
ical as possible and to reach out 
to people of all faiths and none, 
although Peter would like to get 
more lay people involved. “We 
want to share thoughts and opin-
ions rather than preach at people, 
and we are always on the lookout 
for great ideas.”
 Tune in to Radio Pembroke-
shire on 102.5. FM: “Thought for 
the Day” is at 6.50am, “Meet My 
Church” at 7.30am and the “Sunday 
Show” between 7am and 8am. 

AFIA means Away From It All 
holidays – holidays which our 

diocesan MU has been giving for 
the last 15 years. These caravan 
holidays are for any family, regard-
less of age or size, most of whom 
have never had a holiday or day 
out together. The AFIA breaks give 
them a chance to get away from 
stressful situations and have some 
quality time together. For the past 
three years, we have given twelve 
holidays annually – eight donated 
by Penally Church’s Deanery and 
the rest funded by the MU. When 
the families arrive at their caravan 
there is a ‘welcome pack’ consist-
ing of basic foods, such as bread 
and milk. 
 Since becoming the co-ordina-
tor for AFIA I have received many 

Mothers’ Union AFIA
Heather Jenkins, AFIA co-ordinator for St Davids Diocese, explains

photos and letters from families 
thanking us for the holidays and 
saying how much they have bene-
fited from the quality time they 
have spent away. Moreover, with 
this project, the MU is fulfilling 
one of its five objectives: to help 
with those whose family life has 
met with adversity. 
 If you would like to nominate 
a family, or, indeed, if you and 
your family need to get away, you 
can call me on 01970 611419, but 
please remember that for any nomi-
nation, whether it is for you or for a 
third party, we will always require 
a referral person, for example a 
Health Visitor, Doctor, Teacher.
 I thank the MU members in 
the Diocese for their continuing 
support and prayers.

The Plant Dewi Families Together Group was launched by the 
Mayor of Newcastle Emlyn on 28 January.Shown L-R in front of 
the Newcastle Emlyn Families Together group are: The Mayor of 
Newcastle Emlyn, Cllr Peter Lewis; Plant Dewi Project Worker 
Vicky Thomas; The Vicar of Newcastle Emlyn, Rev Dewi Roberts; 
Ven Alun Evans, Archdeacon of Carmarthen and Chairman of 

the Diocesan Council for Social Responsibility 

CEREDIGION sydd yn estyn 
croeso i Wyl Ieuenctid fwyaf 

Ewrop, sef Eisteddfod Gened-
laethol yr Urdd yn 2010. Ar ol 
ymweld ar un-ar-ddeg o wahanol 
leoliadau ar hyd a lled Ceredi-
gion, Llanerchaeron benodwyd fel 
y lleoliad delfrydol, ac yn sicr o 
ymweld a’r safle cewch eich hudo 
gyda phrydferthwch a thawel-
wch Dyffryn Aeron. Efallai fod 
tawelwch yn anghywir o ystyr-
ied y bwrlwm a’r cyffro fydd ar 
lan yr afon Aeron rhwng 30ain o 
Fai a 5ed Fehefin 2010, lle fydd 
tua 90,000 o ymwelwyr, a 15,000 
o gystadleuwyr rhwng pedair a 
phump-ar-hugain mlwydd oed o 
Gymru a thu hwnt yn brwydro 
am le ar lwyfan mawr y Pafiliwin. 
Bydd cyfle i fwynhau thalentau 
arbenning ein hieuenctid , beth 
bynnag sydd yn mynd a’ch bryd 
o ganu i adrodd, ymgom, drama, 
dawnsio., cerddorion, barddonia-
eth, cerddoriaeth bop, chwaraeon, 
celf a chrefft a llawer, llawer mwy. 
Mae’r lleoliad eleni yn cynnig 
llawer mwy, gyda chyfle i ymweld 

a’r Plas yn Llanerchaeron, cartref 
teulu’r diweddar Pompsambey 
Lewis, sydd wedi ei adfer gan yr 
Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol, 
ol-rhain dyddiau gynt a fu. Bydd 
fferm y Plas hefyd yn cynnig 
cyfle i odro gwartheg, cneifio 
defaid ac ymweliad a chasgliad 

Eileen Davies looks forward to this year’s Urdd Eisteddfod which will take place at 
Llanerchaeron, near Aberaeron, from 31 May to 5 June

hen beiriannau fferm y diwed-
dar Geler Jones. Os am hanes yr 
ardal felly trowch i fewn i Eglwys 
Santes Non i weld hanes yr ardal 
mewn blodau, gwledd i’r llygaid 
a’r amenydd, ac yn nhawelwch 
muriau’r Eglwys cyfle i weddio a 
myfyrio. Hanner dydd bob dydd 

Croeso’r Cardis i Eisteddfod

o’r Eisteddfod dewch i rannu 
gerbron yr allor yng nghorff a 
gwaed ein Harglwydd Dduw yng 
ngwasanaeth y Cymun Bendi-
gaid. Bwyd i’r enaid a’r corff yn 
cael ei gynnig, a chynhyrchwyr 
Ceredigion yn darparu danteithion 
moethus i lenwi yr ystymog 
mwyaf. Os bwyta gormod, beth 
am droedio y llwybrau cyhoed-
dus godidog sydd yn eich tywys 
o gefn gwlad i lannau’r mor. Oes 
wir, mae yna rywbeth at ddant 

pawb yn ‘Eisteddfod y Cardis,’ 
cyfle i gyfarfod hen ffrindiau a 
gwneud ffrindiau newydd, os 
fyddwch yn mynd a’ch cartref 
ar eich cefn, neu yn ei dynnu 
ar eich ol, neu am aros yn y 
gwestai lleol. Gyda’r hwyr beth 
am flasu thalentau ein hieuenc-
tid lleol yn y Sioeau Cynradd 
ac Ieuenctid, wrth gofio gyda 
diolch am fywyd awdur mwyaf 
llyfrau plant Cymru T. Llew, a’n 
tanio Gyda Phlant y Fflam.
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MOST of you will already 
have heard about Back 

to Church Sunday (BTCS). It 
started in 2003 as an initiative of 
the Diocese of Manchester and 
since then has been taken up by 
most of the English Dioceses and 
some of the Welsh Dioceses. The 
idea is a simple one: encouraging 
each member of the congrega-
tion to invite one person to come 
back to church (or indeed to come 
for the first time) on a designated 
Sunday. The reason for designat-
ing a particular Sunday for this is 
to raise awareness through national 
publicity, which links in with the 
resources that are available.
 In St Davids Diocese we ran 
a pilot scheme in 2009 which 
involved ten groups of churches. 
Those that took part had very 
positive responses; in one church 
20 out of a congregation of 67 
had responded to an invitation, 
in another a local publican and a 
recovering alcoholic came along – 
sounds like one of Jesus’ parables! 
At Diocesan Conference (the Satur-
day after BTCS), Michael Harvey, 
the national co-ordinator, spoke 

26th September 2010
John Bennett encourages us all to get involved

Some of the congregation of Llanrhian Church on BTCS 2009

of the vision for BTCS and chal-
lenged us as to what it means to be a 
welcoming church. The Bishop has 
asked me to develop BTCS for the 
whole Diocese for 2010 with the 
expectation that all churches will 
want to be involved. Before long 
I will be sending information out 
to the clergy with details of how to 

get involved. There are some very 
useful resources available and we 
will also be offering training events 
on how to make our churches more 
welcoming. So make sure your 
church gets on board!
 Please contact me if you need 
any more information or go to 
www.backtochurch.co.uk

ONE evening the vicar 
announced to our midweek 

study group that he thought we 
should organise an Alpha course. 
Having agreed, our group spent 
quite a time thinking about who 
to aim the course at and how we 
should proceed. 
 We felt that the venue was very 
important. Most of you will have 
noticed how, at baptisms, weddings 
or funerals, those not used to taking 
part in church services are very 
uncomfortable through not know-
ing what is expected of them. So 
the church, the hall and vicar-
age were not seen as options. The 
Royal Oak, two doors away from 
the church, therefore seemed the 
obvious choice, although one 
member of our organising group 
said that she had never been in a 
pub! We quickly initiated her!!
 Actually, this turned out to be a 
perfect venue as there is an area at 
the back which can be shut off and 
the sounds of everyone else having 

supper, playing darts and so on do 
not override what is going on at the 
meeting. We also decided that we 
would make it as informal as possi-
ble and that personal talks each 
week would be better than watch-
ing a DVD. The publican agreed to 

provide light snacks and a coffee 
machine. 
 We did not want to flood the 
meetings with people from our 
group so, apart from the vicar, only 
4 members were to be present to 
run the small discussion groups. 

Coming to the Pub on Wednesday evening?
Why? – We are running an Alpha Course!

Val Wakeman from St Mary’s Church, Fishguard, explains

All our other members agreed to 
pray at home during the meetings. 
 We invested in a 13ft x 3ft 
banner which we put on our church 
railings, which are right in the 
centre of the town, and flooded the 
town with posters, then we prayed, 
and we prayed.
 The first evening consisted of a 
taster session and we waited with 
baited breath not knowing what 
to expect. People came, old and 
young! Some we knew, some were 
members of our congregation and 
some we had never met before. 
They were comfortable with things 
as they were used to being in that 
environment, sitting around tables 
with a drink in hand, and they have 
continued to come. Customers in 
the bar ask what is going on and, 
you never know, they may come to 
the next course. 
 If you have never done anything 
like this I would urge you to try as 
it has been a wonderful experience 
for us. 

FOUR hundred and fifty commit-
ted evangelists to visit every 

community, every home, every 
school, every church in South West 
Wales: that is the vision of Walk 
Saint David. Men and women from 
all over the UK will, this autumn, 
be joining an evangelistic mission 
which will cover nearly the whole 
of the Diocese of St Davids. 
 Bishop Wyn has welcomed 
the initiative for Through Faith 
Missions (TFM) to come to this 
part of Wales for a three week 
evangelistic mission. ‘Mission is 
at the top of the church’s agenda,’ 
he writes, ‘and Walk Saint David 
emphasises our commitment to it’. 
 An interdenominational group 
of church leaders met last March 
[2009] and agreed to request the 
Rev Daniels Cozens, the leader and 
founder of TFM, to come and help 
us.
 Dan Cozens is an evangelist 
and Canterbury Six Preacher, and 
has half a lifetime of experience in 
coordinating missions of this kind, 
including the very successful Walk 
Offa’s Dyke in 1996. 
 The intention is to recruit bilin-
gual teams wherever possible and 
to release them into towns, villages 
and hamlets throughout the south 
west between 18th September 
and 10th October. There will be 
hundreds of small home meetings, 
school visits, door to door conver-
sations, church services, street 
events and anything else that local 
congregations want to organise for 
these visiting teams. 
 There are a number of briefing 
events taking place across the north 
and south of the diocese in order 
to inform, explain and envision 
congregations. Training events will 
start in earnest in March to ensure 
that all the participants on the 
teams are appropriately briefed as 
to the needs and nature of mission 

Walk
St David

Stuart Bell is enthusiastic 
about this autumn’s mission 
which will take place across 

our diocese

in this part of Wales.
 In many ways this is a dream 
come true. We have always needed 
additional courageous ‘manpower’ 
to help us with reaching outside our 
buildings and additional financial 
support is available by contacting 
St Teilos’ Trust:tel: 01558 822273; 
www.saintteilostrust.org.uk;
info@stteilostrust.org.uk. Between 
the provision of teams ready to 
do whatever they are asked and 
the funds to mount an imaginative 
programme, the sky is the limit, or 
maybe heaven is the limit, of what 
we can accomplish this autumn. 
 Walk Saint David is mo st 
certainlythe largest and best-
resourced mission which has 
happened in South West Wales in 
living memory.



Two Llanfihangels and a fine cup of tea!
In the second of our series on historical and archaeological sites, Mary Baker explores two 

Carmarthenshire jewels
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VISITORS from all over the 
world who come to see our 

wonderful ancient sites love our 
special churches. Searching for 
new places to take them I decided 
to find out what Carmarthenshire 
had to offer. Having heard of both 
of the Llanfihangels I visited them 
one cold winter weekend, guessing 
I was in for a treat. 
 Llanfihangel Ar Arth is a splen-
did place perched high on a hill top. 
We approached from a winding, 
wooded valley and saw the medi-
eval church above us on a spur. 
The modern lynch gate is a fitting 
addition and contrasts well with the 
very ancient yew tree in front of the 
church; its girth suggests that it is 
at least 1,000 years old. 
 Inside the church are two 
inscribed stones dating from the 
5th to 9th centuries. I wondered 
who Ulcagnus was and why was he 
was commemorated on the stone. 
Imagine if this stone had been 
found in America – it would be 
revered and in a museum but here 
was this ancient wonder still extant 
and part of the locality. 
 The fine medieval interior has 
a modern stained glass window 
which adds to a sense of continu-
ity and faith. The village itself has 
stories to tell, and plenty to enter-
tain and amaze visitors from afar.
The other Llanfihangel, at Rhos 
Y Corn, was contrasted by its 
isolation. The approach from the 
valley below twisted and rose very 
steeply, adding to the excitement of 
reaching it. Pilgrims would make 
their way to this lovely church and 
pray with thanks in the surround-
ing fields for their safe deliverance. 
The church is set below an area 
of high moorland bejewelled with 
Bronze Age cairns. 
 The church is beautiful, simple 
and welcoming. Inside one finds 

cereal bars and bottles of water to 
refresh a weary traveller. Outside 
they have constructed a labyrinth 
to reach out to those who don’t feel 
as comfortable with formalised 
religion. 
 On the day we visited we 
waited as the afternoon service 
ended, enjoying the hearty sing-
ing of hymns. To our surprise and 
delight we were welcomed into 
a tiny hall beside the church and 

given steaming tea and biscuits.
It felt as if the centuries had rolled 
back and two pilgrims were shown 
the hospitality and kindness that 
linked us all with those who went 
before.
 Mary Baker runs Pembroke-
shire-based Archaeotours; 
www.archaeotours.co.uk; 
telephone 07890 155 538

A    TRAWL through parish   
records can turn up some 

unusual little snippets, and also 
show how attitudes can change 
over the years. In St Mary’s Fish-
guard, we trawled, caught and 
landed a few choice items.
 This entry was found in the 
back of the burial register 1854-
1933. Whilst we were celebrating 
the arrival of a new racecourse in 
the last edition of Pobl Dewi, it 
might have been a different story 
back then . . . “The races were 
held this 6th day of September 
1861 on Goodwick sand. When 
the vicar of the parish the Rev. 
William Rowlands and minister 
of the Gospel of all denomina-
tions of Christians in the town met 
at 10 AM in the Calvin Methodist 
Chapel, when prayers were offered 
up to God, speeches were delivered 
which showed the evil tendency of 
races. At 2 o’clock services were 
held at church when the Rev. H. 
Richardson of Llanwnda preached 
in English and the Rev. W. Bowen 
preached in Welsh, the church was 
full about 1500 were present. The 
procession numbering about 1000 
walked through the principle streets 
of the town and onto church.” 
 Some doubt had been expressed 
about whether Jemima Nicholas, 
whose story is immortalised in the 
Fishguard Tapestry, was actually 
buried in the graveyard, until we 
found this note added to her burial 
record in 1832, by the vicar, Samuel 
Fenton: “This woman was called 

The Evils of Horse Racing

Jemima Fawr, from her heroine 
acts, she having marched against 
the French who landed hereabouts 
in 1797 and being of such personal 
powers as to be able to overcome 
most men in a fight. I recollect her 
well. She followed the trade of a 
shoe maker and made me, when a 
little boy, several pairs of shoes.”
 Fishguard people were also 
apparently rather obsessed with 
eggs at one point, as a newspa-
per cutting pointed out in 1923: 
“During the past 19 years there 
have been collections of eggs at 
St Mary’s Church, Fishguard, 
each Easter day for the sick and 
infirm, and the number sent to vari-
ous hospitals during that period 
has reached the splendid total of 
23,141, which averages over 1000 
per year.”
 And I’m still trying to find 
out about the unruly girls who 
plagued the church hall in 1933, 
as recorded in the PCC minutes 
– by my reckoning some of them 
are still around aged about 95, but 
no-one is owning up! “The Vicar 
brought forward the matter of the 
membership of girls in the institute, 
and proposed that no female under 
the age of 25 years be allowed to 
become a member. An amendment 
was moved that the names of the 
unruly girl members be placed 
before the Institute Committee to be 
dealt with. On being put to the vote, 
the amendment was carried.”  
The mind boggles!

Parish records can reveal how attitudes have changed, 
clarify historical facts and much more. Don Macgregor is 

fascinated

AMONG the many eagerly-
anticipated performances will 

be one given by Andrew Lumsden, 
the organist from Winchester 
Cathedral, vocal groups The King’s 
Singers and Stile Antico, pianist 
Leon McCawley, Welsh folk singer 
Caryl Parry Jones, soprano Elin 
Manahan Thomas, who has teamed 
up with the early music group 
Academy of Ancient Music, and 
BBC NOW with guest conductor 
Gary Walker and organist David 
Goode. 
 Towards the end of the week 
two lunchtime concerts will feature 
tenor James Gilchrist with pian-

ist Anna Tilbrook, and, on the 
following day, the Prince of Wales’ 
harpist, Claire Jones. Young musi-
cians given platforms will include 

harpist Anne Denholm, organist 
Edward Dean and violinist Lily 
Whitehurst. 
 The festival concludes with a 
magnificent Mozart programme 
performed by the Festival Chorus 
and Orchestra under the baton of 
Alexander Mason. 
 Tickets are now available from 
Lionel Griffiths, 01348 831033. 
 Further general information from 
the festival administrator, 01437 
720057; 
cathedralfestival@onetel.com 
or via the website: 
www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk

St Davids Cathedral Festival 
celebrates its 32nd year

Alex Mason, the festival’s Artistic Director, has put together a superb programme which will run 
from 28 May to 6 June 2010

Caryl Parry Jones

(Continued from page 1)

RSCM Summer Scholarship Opportunity for young organists
The Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) is offering organ scholar-
ships to two young organists at the 2010 Bath Summer Course for Young 
People. The successful candidates will have the opportunity to play the 
four-manual Klais organ in the city’s splendid Abbey church and they will 
assist the Course Organist in playing for rehearsals and services during 
the popular week-long event. The scholarships will be awarded to organ-
ists aged 16-21, at about Grade 8 standard, and full details can found on 
RSCM website www.rscm.com/courses or by calling 01722 424843. The 
course runs at Kingswood School, Bath, from 23 to 29 August 2010; the 
closing date for scholarship applications is 14 May 2010.
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WHEN Pembrokeshire-born 
Gerald of Wales, Archdeacon 

of St Davids, toured the country on 
horseback in 1188 escorting Bald-
win, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
it was to drum up support for the 
Third Crusade. Shirley Duxberry 
plans the same sort of extensive 
journey, only in a more peaceful 
cause: the restoration of her local 
church, one of West Wales’ most 
precious historical treasures.
 St David’s, Llanddewi Velfrey, 
is said to have been originally the 
home of a community founded by 
Saint David himself on a site next 
to a holy spring with the unsurpris-
ing name of Ffynnon Dewi. Now 
the largely mediaeval building is in 
need of radical restoration at a cost 
of nearly £100,000. To help raise 
this figure, Shirley plans to travel 
throughout Wales visiting every 
church dedicated to the country’s 
Patron Saint. Her mount will be the 
prize-winning Arab stallion, King, 
who represented Wales in Endur-
ance internationally in 2006 and 
won the individual novice trophy.
 In preparation, Shirley and King 
and a few friends plan to make the 
pilgrimage from Llanddewi Velfrey 

A Journey through Wales
Shirley Duxberry rides to the rescue of her local church. 

Jonathan Copus encourages readers to show their support

to that other St David’s – the one 
with the Dean and Chapter – this 
summer, and then to repeat the 
exercise visiting every St David’s 
Church in St Davids Diocese. 
 You can follow her progress – 
and find out how to sponsor her – at 

www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk. Each 
stage will of course be subject to 
the fitness of both horse and rider. 
Perhaps Shirley’s epic ride will 
one day be as famous as the one 
immortalised in Gerald’s classic “A 
Journey Through Wales”.

‘King’ ridden by Shirley’s friend Debbie Crothers

ST Mary’s Old School Commu-
nity Hall was built as a National 

School in 1847. The Architect in 
charge was John Jones (Talhaiarn) 
who was also a well known Welsh 
poet. He worked under W. L. 
Moffatt who was, in turn, a partner 
of George Gilbert Scott. It is a fine 
Gothic Revival building and served 
as a school in living memory.
 In recent years it was bought 
by the Parish of Cardigan as a 
Church Hall but has been in a state 
of decline. However, the parish 
has been successful in gaining 
£340,000 from the Communities, 
Facilities and Activities Programme 
of The Welsh Assembly, which has 
made renovation and refurbish-
ment possible. Funding was partly 
achieved by showing that the hall 
had been well used for commu-
nity purposes, e.g. Welsh Weigh, 
Mothers’ Union, Sunday School, 
Jig-So Childrens’ Centre, Cardigan 
Boxing Club, Menter Teifi, Dyfed 
Family History Group, Citizen 
Advice Bureau. 
 The challenge now is to restore 

From Community School 
to Community Church Hall

John Powell is enthusiastic about a project which aims to strengthen 
the links between church and community in Cardigan

previous contacts and expand on 
them, so that the hall becomes a 
true Community Project, with local 
groups and individuals availing 
themselves of this first rate facil-
ity. In this way, the relationship 
between Church and Community 
will also be strengthened, and the 
undertaking becomes a proclama-
tion of the Gospel at work in the 
lives of the people who live in the 
area. Indeed, the project already 
houses a Local Education Author-
ity Teaching and Learning Centre 
and shows that the Church cares 
for education and the young people 
in our community.
 Intentions are that this fine 
facility will be also used by the 
church and we hope to welcome 
you from other parts of the diocese 
to our own, and diocesan, events. 
One great advantage is the large 
car park at the rear of the building 
which is available free of charge to 
those using the hall.
 My advice to those contemplat-
ing a similar project is “Never give 
up or give in – persist!”  

THE General Election will soon 
be upon us, and it’s clear that 

the churches have a lot to contribute 
to the debate about our country’s 
future, the economy and social 
issues. Last month a collaboration 
of Britain’s churches, including 
Cytûn – Churches Together in 
Wales – launched  their website:
www.churcheselection.org.uk , 
hosted by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland (CTBI). It is an 
essential resource for all churches 
who wish to play their part in 
contributing to a participative and 
pluralist democracy. 
 On this website you can find 
several documents, such as: Faith 
in Politics, which is a 16-page guide 
to some of the key policy areas 
likely to be debated in the run up to 
polling day. Each subject has been 
prepared by a leading Christian 
expert or campaigner in that field. 
It does not represent a ‘Church’ 
view or support a party line, but is 
designed to encourage Christians 
to engage with a range of impor-
tant issues facing our country.
 Planning a hustings meeting is 
our advice to local church based 
groups who are thinking about 
organising a community hustings. 
This builds on our experience of 

Churches Together groups plan-
ning and running events like this at 
General Elections for more than 30 
years.
 In the coming weeks and 
months more features will be 
added, including:

An online churches hustings • 
registration system and data-
base, where you can advertise 
your meeting and see what else 
is happening;
More issues and analysis of the • 
key topics;
A monthly Churches’ General • 
Election e-Newsletter;
A Welsh translation of ‘Plan-• 
ning a hustings meeting’;
Analysis of the main parties’ • 
manifestos
Links to other Christian organ-• 
isations’ websites that are 
gearing up for an exciting and 
important General Election 
campaign;
News from the Churches about • 
what they are doing during the 
campaign.

 Cytûn, CTBI and the Joint 
Public Issues Team have prepared 
materials, which can also be found 
on the website, advising churches 
on how they deal with extreme 
views in our political system:

2010 General Election
Plenty of help and advice is available for churches that wish to get involved. 

Geraint Hopkins explains

 If you are thinking about arrang-
ing a hustings meetings but have 
concerns about inviting candidates 
whose parties’ views are contrary 
to the church’s teaching, there are 
a number of sources of advice and 
information.
 The Methodist Church website 
has a section on Countering Polit-
ical Extremism; The Church of 
England has recently published a 
Guidance Note on Countering Far-
Right Political Parties, Extremist 
Groups and Racist Politics
 The Electoral Commission 
advises hustings organisers who 
are organising an event open to the 
public or who are thinking about 
not inviting all the candidates to 
contact them as soon as possible to 
make sure that the proper rules are 
followed. Further information is at 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk.   
 However your church wishes 
to engage with the debates of 
the day as we approach a major 
general election, Cytûn and 
CTBI are here to advise you. 

 For more information contact 
Cytûn’s Policy Officer, Geraint 
Hopkins, on 029 2046 4378;  
geraint@cytun.org.uk

ON Sunday 7th February the 
Archbishop of Wales, the 

Most Revd Barry Morgan, visited 
St Mary’s Church, Tenby, as part of 
its 800th anniversary celebrations. 
The Archbishop celebrated at the 
morning’s Benefice Eucharist and 
preached a stimulating sermon in 
which he reminded us  that cele-
brating 800-year-old stones is all 
very well, but let us all be living 
stones for Christ. But it wasn’t 
just his preaching that captivated 
the large congregation. The Arch-

bishop gave the celebration a 
charm, a lightness of touch, and yet 
a profound significance and inspi-
ration that many will treasure for a 
long time.
 There is to be a year of celebrat-
ing in St Mary’s Tenby, which will 
include a visit by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in June. The cele-
brations will culminate in a special 
service with Bishop Wyn in Octo-
ber. Full details of all events are on 
the Tenby Benefice website: www.
StMarysChurchTenby.com

Inspiration and celebration 

The Archbishop of Wales visits 
800-year-old St Mary’s Church, Tenby, 
as the church’s anniversary year gets 
under way. Andrew Davies relishes the 

prospect of the coming months
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DEVOTION to the Virgin Mary 
was once universal in Wales, 

attested to by the large number of 
places named for her, such as Llan-
fair and Capel Mair. 
 A mediaeval legend records 
that, in Cardigan, a statue of Mary 
was found with “her sonne upon her 
lappe, and the . . . taper bernynge 
in her hande”. It was taken to the 
church but the statue would not stay 
there, and was discovered several 
times where it had originally been 
found.
 This is the present Anglican 
church of St Mary (built 1158) 
and it is still possible to see at the 
east end, a chantry built to hold 
the statue, where pilgrims came 
to make their devotions. A priest 
sang Mass there every day and 
the shrine became a magnet for 

Will the Pope visit Cardigan?
Rumour has it that Pope Benedict XVI will visit the shrine of Our Lady of the Taper during his 

forthcoming visit to the UK. 

Robin Whatley gives a brief history of the shrine

pilgrims. The Knights Hospitallers 
kept a hospice in the town, on the 
site of the present Angel Hotel, 
where they welcomed pilgrims.
 Counter to the legend quoted 
above, others believe the statue 
was brought from Arras, where 
the devotion already existed, by 
Flemish wool merchants trading 
in Cardigan. A similar shrine later 
existed in Argentina. 
 English Benedictines were 
made guardians of St Mary’s and, 
from their Abbey in Cardigan (now 
the local Hospital), they cared for 
the shrine until 1538 when they 
were expelled and the shrine and 
statue destroyed. Monks from Brit-
tany revived the shrine in 1904, but 
when they left it fell into disuse. 
However, in 1956 a large number 
of people from all over Britain 

STAND by for possibly the 
world’s first Webcast Organa-

thon – twelve hours of virtually 
non-stop playing by a team of 
organists from West Wales and 
beyond. The event, which will 
take place on Monday 12 April, 
will be broadcast worldwide from 
St David’s Church, Llanddewi 
Velfrey, via a special website, and 
there’ll even be an opportunity to 
email requests such as improvis-
ing Knees Up, Mother Brown in 
the style of a Bach chorale. The 
website will also carry a large 
DONATE NOW! button, all the 
money going towards the £100,000 
needed to restore the church.
 The team of organists already 
includes hymnologist and broad-
caster Hugh Ashley, composer and 
RSCM Area Secretary Peter Carder, 

Organathon
Non-stop organ playing in aid of church funds may be a world first, says Jonathan Copus

came to re-establish the devotion, 
and, in 1970, a new shrine church 
was dedicated by Bishops Petit and 
Fox. Unfortunately, the 1956 statue 
required replacement and a new 
one was made in bronze by Mother 
Concordia OSB. This was blessed 
in The Metropolitan Cathedral in 
Cardiff in February 1986 and dedi-
cated as the Welsh National Shrine 
of Our Lady. During the subse-
quent three months it travelled 
throughout Wales, inspiring great 
devotion. 
 Eventually, it was solemnly 
installed in its permanent home 
adjacent to the Catholic Church 
in North Road, Cardigan at Pente-
cost on 18th May 1986 and a taper, 
blessed by Pope John Paul II, was 
placed in its hand. 

Alex Mason

Hugh Ashley

Michael Slaney

Cathedral Organist Alex Mason 
and former Assistant Cathedral 
Organist Michael Slaney, MBE. 
Other volunteers are very welcome 
to contact revjc@dentron.co.uk. 
 More news as the project devel-
ops on www.organathon.org.

CHRISTIAN Surfers Pembro-
keshire is part of the wider 

network of Christian Surfers Inter-
national and Christian Surfers UK. 
Around the globe we are simply 
a group of people who share a 
passion for surfing and a passion 
for Christ!
 CS Pembrokeshire is still a new 
strand of the organization, started 
by my husband, Paul and I when we 
moved to the area in the summer of 
2008. Since starting the group we 
have focused on creating a small 
group of other Christians who surf 
and share our vision, by talking 
to youth groups and churches to 
present Christian Surfers to them. 
We have also contacted churches 
and Christian bookshops with post-
ers and dates of meet-ups. We are 
interested in taking Christian Surf-
ers further around the county. Let 
me know if you’re interested! 
 CS Pembrokeshire meets 
monthly for a surf and coffee or 
food to simply share fun times 

and disciple each other. We do not 
discriminate between denomina-
tions any more than we discriminate 
on surfing ability! It’s encouraging 
to see a core group begin to emerge 
in the county and we always 
welcome new faces.
 Our aim is to serve local surf-
ers in any way we can and to be 
‘salt’ and ‘light’ to those around 
us – as Jesus taught us to be. For 
example, we have assisted at the 
Welsh National Surfing Competi-
tion by carrying out any jobs that 
might be asked of us:-serving teas 
and coffees to the workers; judg-
ing; general to-ing and fro-ing of 
equipment and generally being a 
Christian presence on the beach. 
 It’s our purpose to simply ‘BE’ 
who Christ made us to be and to 
share that with those we build a 
relationship with. 
 For more information visit 
www.christiansurfers.co.uk, or 
www.christiansurferswales.co.uk 
(click the CS Pembrokeshire link).

Surfing with Faith
Jenny Dowey invites readers to join a group of Christians 

who enjoy the spiritual dimension of surfing

WHEN is the right time to 
suggest using a new build-

ing for worship? The school at 
Peniel, near Carmarthen, had just 
started the process of planning for 
a new building and they were look-
ing for community support, so that 
their bid for a school would be all 
the stronger. We threw our hat into 
the ring, along with other Peniel 
community groups, some of which 
were already using the school hall 
for their mid-week evening meet-
ings, but the PCC voted against the 
move
 Four years came and went and 
the brand new school opened last 
September. The community had 
been consulted all along and a few 
of our congregation were key play-
ers. The school has a community 
wing, with separate access from 
the main school, a large reception 
area, cloakroom, toilets and disa-
bled access. The kitchen is adjacent 
to the sizeable meeting room with 
a hatch through which post-service 
refreshments can be served.

 When it was suggested that we 
moved to the new community hall 
last autumn for our services, there 
wasn’t the slightest murmur of 
opposition – the end project having 
now materialised. We produced a 
high quality glossy leaflet to explain 
that Capel y Groes was moving and 
leafleted the area two weeks before 
our first service, not really know-
ing the type of response we would 
have. The old church is about a 
mile and a half from the village, 
with two steep hills to negotiate, so 
not the easiest place to walk to on a 
Sunday morning. 
 With this winter’s weather, 
September was absolutely the right 
time to move into a warm, well lit 
and comfortable environment to 
worship – we have had comments 
like “If we were going to build a 
church from scratch it would be 
like this”, “I didn’t know how I was 
going to feel worshipping here, but 
I like it”, “It has a lovely feel to it.” 
The worship is modern, using the 
2004 Communion rite, and a new 

order of Morning Worship. Robes 
are worn for the communion, and 
the morning worship is completely 
lay-led. So far, we have had a 25% 
increase in attendance, the major-

ity of people walking to church. It’s 
all in the timing . . . (God’s that is, 
not ours!)  CYG@PenielCC meets 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month at 9.30 am.

From church to school
Leigh Richardson rejoices in the success of moving services 

into the heart of a community

FINAL DATE 
to submit 

articles for the 
next edition
of Pobl Dewi 
is 18th June
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OVER the past few years the 
Church in Wales (CiW) has 

linked up with the Welsh Assem-
bly Government (WAG) to provide 
rehabilitation and treatment serv-
ices to those not yet ready to live 
without support from drugs, be 
they prescribed or illicit.
 Supporting drug users with 
substitute prescribing is a particu-
larly difficult area for the church 
because, for many, it is seen as 
condoning drug use, but Kaleido-
scope, which was established by a 
Baptist Church Minister, has found 
that many churches accept the chal-
lenge of supporting drug users. In 
Newport, St Paul’s Church was the 
first centre in Wales to work with 
Kaleidoscope to provide substitute 
treatment, and similar projects are 
planned in Tredegar, Pontypridd, 
Magor, Pengam and a second 
centre in Newport.
 In Llanelli there was a real, 
and recognised, drug problem but 
it had proved impossible to find a 
venue until the CiW, with finan-
cial support from WAG, offered 
the church hall in the centre of 
town. This service, in partnership 
with Prism, opened at the end of 
December and is already making a 
big difference to people’s lives. By 
March, when it becomes fully 
operational, it will be one of the 
premier treatment centres in the 
country. The stained glass window 

in the centre of the building will 
depict a local background with a 
resurrection figure, representing 
the partnership of church, govern-
ment and drug services creating the 
opportunity for change.
  The churches are much more 
than landlords. They are a source 
of volunteers, they are advocates in 
their community for the support of 

Kaleidoscope
Martin Blakebrough, a Baptist Minister, and Chief Executive 
Officer of Kaleidoscope, is proud of the Christian community 
in Wales which is willing to support the disenfranchised in 

our society

drug users, they are prayer partners 
and, often, the vicar is chaplain to 
those who feel disenfranchised by 
the church.
  Jesus himself was anointed 
by a prostitute and spent time with 
tax collectors and other despised 
people. He did not always ask 
people to change but by his pres-
ence and love enabled a person to 
want to live a better life. 
 I have witnessed people saying 
‘Who is this God of love? I have 
not felt any love in my life’. In 
opening its doors the Church shows 
the love and compassion of people 
who themselves are inspired by 
God’s love to hold hands with those 
whom society often despises.

IF we need a little bit of advice or 
practical help, we can often rely 

on the goodwill of those who live 
close to us and whom we see regu-
larly. However, if you are getting 
on in years, living alone and not 
getting out and about much, help 
is not always easy to find and you 
can feel awkward about asking 
for assistance. In these circum-
stances, small problems can get 
out of proportion and become very 
worrying.
 Good Neighbours is there to 
help with such matters and offers 
assistance and practical advice. 
Our volunteers are people who 
live in the community, real neigh-

bours, who can see the needs of 
others, and are willing to help. As 
part of our policy, all volunteers are 
subject to a criminal records check 
before they visit anyone, to ensure 
the safety of those in need. 
 We cannot answer all the ques-
tions but we can get started in 
the right direction and we have a 
mobile phone which enables us to 
contact support groups or organi-
sations which have specialised 
knowledge, such as Shelter Cymru, 
Social Services and Age Concern. 
This phone also acts as a link 
within our own organisation. 
 Our services are free and our 
volunteers give of their time to help 

others but if we provide transport 
we ask for a standard charge of 40p 
per mile to cover the fuel costs. 
 A number of our volunteers 
are members and supporters of our 
local church, St Llawddog. We are 
guided by the parable of The Good 
Samaritan, who, on seeing some-
one in need, did not pass by on the 
other side of the road as others had 
done but went to his aid although 
he was of a different race and reli-
gion. When Jesus told this story he 
said ‘Now go and do the same’.
 Cymdogion da bro Cilgerran 
is an initiative of Pembrokeshire 
County Council and is supported 
by Cilgerran Community Council.

The Good Neighbours of Cilgerran
Harold Bellamy highlights the work of Cymdogion da bro Cilgerran, a scheme which 

befriends and helps those in need

March Reflection

“WHATEVER you do,” a number 
of people advised me during the 
first couple of weeks in my new 
post as a Curate in Carew Bene-
fice, “whatever you do, be careful 
what you say about people, for we 
all know everyone here and news 
travels fast.”
 I learnt very quickly exactly 
how fast when I began visiting 
people. Nearly every day I met 
someone who knew where I had 
been that morning and where I was 
going later that day. What a contrast 
this was for me, as my previous 
benefice was in the outskirts of 
London, where most people had 
little knowledge of their neigh-
bours and many had family living 
hundreds of miles away. My early 
days here have been a wonderful 
introduction to work and life in 
rural West Wales.
 It feels like I have joined one 
large family and in many ways I 
feel very much at home. It seems 
that I am not alone in feeling this 
way because I have heard how 
much people enjoy living in our 
Diocesan area. Some people moved 
away for work but then found they 
missed home so much that it was 
not long before they moved back 
again. Others said they came for 
holidays and stayed. People simply 
love living here.
 Pembrokeshire is a beautiful 
place with stunning scenery but it 
is the people who have made me 
feel at home and I have discovered 
communities of close knit friends 

Energy, commitment 
and a warm welcome

Shirley Rayner, a newcomer to the diocese, is impressed

and extended family groups. With 
the nearest city a good drive away, 
and even longer by public trans-
port, each community makes its 
own entertainment. I have been 
impressed to see that churches are 
in the vanguard of this by providing 
coffee mornings, music evenings, 
fairs and special events. Many 
people have a very strong attach-
ment to their local church even if 
they choose not to attend services 
regularly.
 It has amazed me how a handful 
of people in a rural church can offer 
so much to the parish. The building 
may give cause for concern, with 
damp or rain finding a way in, espe-
cially after such a cold, wet winter. 
Despite this congregations work 
incredibly hard to ensure the church 
is a real presence in the community. 
These people are the custodians of 
the church for without them many 
would close. They keep the silver 
and vessels sparkling, linen ironed, 
fresh flowers arranged and ensure 
the best possible worship is offered 
in these much loved churches.
 I was delighted to discover 
energy and commitment in the 
churches, innovative and yet keep-
ing the traditional. Some people 
worry about ageing congregations 
but this seems almost insignificant 
in the face of enthusiasm and real 
desire to preserve the presence of 
the church. Our churches, both 
buildings and people, can offer a 
sense of home, identity and belong-
ing to the communities they serve.

VISITORS attending last year’s 
National Eisteddfod in Bala 

might be forgiven for passing 
through the hamlet of Llanycil, 
without spending time to ponder its 
significance. St Beuno’s, Llanycil, 
is a place of considerable heritage 
and cultural merit. It is the resting 
place of Thomas Charles, his wife 
Sarah, Dafydd Cadwaladr, John 
Evans, Lewis Edwards and other 
stalwarts of faith history.
 During the same Eisteddfod an 
appeal was launched by Bible Soci-
ety to raise funds for the Llanycil 
Faith Heritage Centre. During this 
launch Lord Dafydd Ellis Thomas 
accentuated the importance of the 
site to spiritual and cultural tour-
ism. Local children captivated the 
audience with a medley of hymns, 
and BBC Wales covered the story 
in their news programme.
 Let us return once more to Llan-
ycil and hear the voice of history 
beckoning us from the 6th century; 
to a spectacular location by the 

Small Beginnings: Llanycil and Bible Society
Lowri James hears the voices of history calling as the Faith 

Heritage Centre for Wales takes shape

shores of Bala lake, to Beuno and 
his fellow saints, to folklore and 
bardic traditions, to leaders of spir-
itual revivals and their opponents, 
to founders of denominational 
colleges, a Welsh University and 
much, much more. 

with only the bare hopes of obtain-
ing a Bible each; & returned with 
more joy & thanksgiving than if 
they had obtained great spoils.” 
 The vision of Wales rooted 
in Scripture, the walk of a deter-
mined Welsh girl, Mary Jones, and 
her longing for a Bible in her own 
language, became an inspiration 

for others, and from these small 
beginnings, Bible Society, which 
works today in around 200 coun-
tries globally, was born.
 And where better than Llany-
cil for Bible Society to develop a 
Faith Heritage Centre for Wales 
and celebrate its ongoing mission? 
And where better to teach, “the next 

generation about the praisewor-
thy deeds of the Lord”, (Psalm 78) 
and how he has worked through-
out Wales in the lives of people of 
faith. 
 If you would like to know more 
about this exciting project please 
get in touch: Lowri.james@bible-
society.org.uk

 Return again to another launch; 
Wednesday, 7 March, 1804 and the 
formation of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in the London Tavern 
(www.biblesociety.org.uk). Thomas 
Charles had previously spoken of 
an insatiable demand for Bibles 
which followed a Spiritual Awak-
ening in Bala during 1791. Charles 
described: “Young females in serv-
ice have walked thirty miles to me 
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“WHY is it so difficult to be a here-
tic these days?”
 From that chance remark at a 
Pobl Dewi editorial meeting came 
a request for this article.
 Actually it isn’t quite impossi-
ble to be a heretic. Try questioning 
whether human activity is caus-
ing global warming and you’ll 
quickly find out just how easy it 
is to become a heretic. Even being 
cuddly and loveable won’t save you 
if, like cuddly and loveable David 
Bellamy, you describe man-made 
global warming as ‘poppycock’. 
He quickly lost his chairmanships 
of the charity Plantlife and the 
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts. 
And, well – funny how you don’t 
see him much on the telly these 
days, do you?   
 There is a price to be paid for 
heresy today.
 Or at least there is in the scien-
tific community. It is more difficult 
to be a heretic in the church, and I 
think that’s what was meant by the 
comment in the meeting which I 
mentioned earlier. Some clergy and 
even some bishops seem able to 
hold views which to many Chris-
tians look way out of line with 
mainstream Christianity. In the 
American Episcopal Church last 
year the man proposed as the only 
candidate for bishop of the diocese 
of Northern Michigan was (also) a 
Buddhist. How far do you have to 
go these days before you are off the 

What’s happened to heresy?
In the next of our series of opinion pieces, The Archdeacon of Cardigan responds to this question 
and suggests that, once we have grasped the difference between fact and value, our message will 

be much more convincing

Opinion

scale altogether?  
 So, why is it that the scientific 
community punishes its heretics 
with zeal (even if the zeal is a 
bit misplaced . . . are there quite 
so many true believers in global 
warming after this winter?) while 
the church seems to have lost the 
idea of heresy altogether?
 Someone who had a very good 
answer to that question was the late 
Bishop Leslie Newbigin. It was 
his contention that a characteristic 
of our society is a sharp division 
between what we regard as facts 
and what we regard as values.
Facts are dealt with by science. 
They are things which can be 
observed, measured, weighed. 
The truth of these facts is beyond 
question. To label something a 
fact (global warming, evolution or 
whatever) puts it beyond argument. 
Only a crank or a heretic can ques-
tion these facts.
 Values are matters of personal 
preference, taste – and belief. 
Newbiggin pointed out that a 
distinguishing feature of modern 
Western society is that we put reli-
gious faith in the realm of ‘value’. 
If someone adheres to a particular 
faith, that is a matter for them. To 
ask whether what they believe is 
true would be like asking whether 
their taste in wallpaper is true. 
Meaningless. Because only facts 
can be true or false. Our values 
can only be helpful or unhelpful, 

appealing or unappealing, and so 
on.
 If Newbigin was right – and 
I am convinced he was – a lot of 
things fall into place. The govern-
ment’s attempts, for instance, to 
relegate ‘religion’ to a private 
sphere where it cannot do any harm, 
and where it is always outweighed 
by the secular agenda of society. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
spoken about this very forcefully. 
But it flows logically once you see 
religious faith as a ‘value’. 
 Or, here is another consequence 
of Newbiggin’s view. It explains 
why our evangelism is often so 
unconvincing. We offer people a 
system of values – our way of look-
ing at the world which we’ve found 
helpful, or our way of worshipping 
which we quite enjoy, or member-
ship of the group of people we 
belong to. But Newbiggin himself 
insisted that when we proclaim 
the good news of Jesus we are 
summoning men and women to 
believe something which is true. 
Once we have ourselves grasped 
that God became human in Jesus 
Christ, that he suffered and died 
for our sins, and that he rose again 
for our justification – once we’ve 
got hold of that, then we have a 
message to share, with urgency and 
vigour. 

– Will Strange

THE Apostle Saint Paul 
famously said ‘I become all 

things to all men that I might save 
a few’. Paul reached out in love to 
individuals and groups that did not 
know Christ. He showed them and 
their belief systems respect. The 
objective was to preach the gospel 
to those who were, through no fault 
of their own, in darkness. Paul had 
no other reason for his outreach. I 
have no doubt that he tried to find 
points of agreement but only to lead 
them to the truth. The intention was 
not to find common ground (so as 
to learn or be distracted by them) 
but to ‘save a few’. Truth is impor-
tant. Paul was not interested in 
other, so called, spiritualities but in 
saving souls. 
 Truth is never found in fudge 
or compromise. The truth depends 
on God’s revelation of himself in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Truth is not 
an abstract idea, not a ‘something’ 
but a ‘someone’. We all know that 

‘God is Love’ but the ‘Logos’ the 
‘Eternal Word’ also said ‘I am the 
Truth’. Jesus has made it clear that 
we will not find truth in a middle 
road compromise; we can only find 
God, who is truth, where the verti-
cal and horizontal bars of the cross 
meet. The intersection of the cross 
is the most uncompromising place 
in the Universe.
 Saint Paul was not able to 
convince many of the Jews, still 
less the philosophers on Mars Hill, 
so he was forced to shake the dust 
of his shoes and move on. He did 
not hang around getting involved 
in syncretism or inter faith worship. 
Paul once notably remarked ‘woe 
to me if I do not preach Christ’. 
Every clergyman would benefit 
from that verse printed and stuck 
over his shaving mirror.
 Any kind of pursuit of a spir-
itual unity for the peoples of the 
world without Christ and his 
Church is diametrically opposed 

to God’s plan of salvation. In fact, 
scripture teaches that this is the 
work of the anti Christ (2 Thess 2: 
3-4). The Church is the visible plan 
of God’s love for humanity that the 
whole human race may become 
one people of God. 
 In order to meditate or pray 
with individuals, who are not 
Christians, the Christian is forced 
to put Christ aside in order to 
worship some nebulous crea-
tor. God has made it clear that he 
is not some nebulous indifferent 
being. The Lord is a person, who 
has made himself known in Jesus 
Christ, this revelation was at some 
cost to himself. We cannot deny 
the Son, in worship or meditation, 
because knowledge of the Father is 
only possible through the Son, who 
is eternally begotten in the Holy 
Spirit: ‘no one who denies the Son 
has the Father. He who confesses 
the Son has the Father also’ (1 Jn 2: 
23). 
 Jesus gives a stern warning 
about denying him: ‘everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I 
will acknowledge; but who ever 
denies me before men I will also 
deny before my Father who is in 
heaven’. The Church has made it 

clear that Christians, in order to 
avoid the dangers of syncretism, 
must avoid the fusion of non-
Christian meditation and prayer 
with Christian forms. Meditation 
or prayer without the one who said, 
‘I am the Truth’, is like faith with-
out works, it is dead. 
 Any prayer that invokes the 
creator God to the deliberate exclu-
sion of Jesus is ‘anti-Christ’. Next 
time you are involved in some 
questionable meditation that denies 
God’s complete revelation of his 
Son, try saying in a loud voice 
at the beginning and end of the 
session: Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning 
is now and ever shall be world 
without end. Amen. Or try insist-

Love & Truth
Lay Reader Harry Bendelow argues that syncretism and the 
search for common ground spirituality is against the spirit of 

Christian mission

ing that the candle, that is usually 
lit, is lit in the name of Father, Son 
and Holy, as I once did at such a 
meeting! You will be stoned by 
demons but the stones will not hurt 
you for the Spirit within you is far, 
far greater than the spirit that lurks 
at such gatherings. 
 Please remember that New 
Ageism is not new. The devil 
simply recycles the same forms that 
appear to be new spiritualities. The 
only reason for ‘common ground 
ecumenism’ is, as Paul made clear, 
for the purpose of outreach, evan-
gelism and conversion in the name 
that is above all names. Let us not 
forget that consensusism is a tool 
of moral relativism and religious 
pluralism. God is not relative he is 
absolute.

CLIMATE change has hit the 
headlines again. The events in 

Copenhagen increased apathy and 
recent doubts about the trustwor-
thiness of the scientific community 
have led to scepticism. For many of 
us, the issue seems too uncertain, 
too big and not a priority for us, 
individually or as church. 
 But what is the right Christian 
response? Whatever it is, surely it 
cannot be indifference about the 
world God created and entrusted to 
humanity’s care. To help us think 
through these issues, Roose Dean-
ery has invited Sir John Houghton 
to The Merlin Theatre at Pembro-
keshire College in Haverfordwest. 
His presentation is on ‘Climate 
Change, its Science & the Christian 

Climate Control — 
In whose hands?

response’, on 12 May at 7pm. It’s 
an open meeting, for the believer, 
the sceptic, the unsure, and those 
who just want to find out more. 
There will be an opportunity for 
questions and discussion. 
 Sir John has a CV as long as 
your arm (“Google” him to find 
out more). Suffice it to say he has 
held very significant positions in 
the world of climate change. He 
is also a Welshman and serves as 
an elder at Aberdovey Presbyterian 
Church. 
 For more information and for 
tickets contact Alan Chadwick, 
alan.chadwick@hubberston.org.
uk, tel 01646 692251. There should 
be tickets at the door, but it might 
be wise to check first.

Contributions to Pobl Dewi
We welcome articles of interest from readers and, in 
particular, we would like to encourage submission of 
articles in Welsh. Articles should be emailed to the 

Managing Editor: Tessa Briggs, tessa@ygilan.net  
or they can be posted to: Pobl Dewi, The Diocesan 
Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen, SA31 2JG, marked for 

the attention of ‘The Editor’
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THE Diocesan Tourism Group 
continues its work with help-

ing churches make a better job of 
their mission to visitors. Yes, we 
call it mission, for many who come 
through church doors are looking 
for something and they may not 
know how to find it. 
 Closed churches, like closed 
chapels, give a clear message that 
the Christian community is not 
interested in them, is content to 
be a vanishing congregation and 
has nothing useful to contribute to 
visitors on their journey through 
life. We reject this idea of what it 
means to be church. Churches can 
be treasure houses, not of silver 
and gold, but of the story of people 
and their community. The faith that 
inspired people in the present, as 
well as in the past, is played out 
and displayed in places of worship 
in many subtle ways.
 The Diocesan Tourism Group 
has joined the Pembrokeshire 
Tourism Association in order to 
help visitors find open churches 
throughout the county as they 
explore this amazingly beautiful 
and fascinating area. All Church 
in Wales clergy in this county 
have been asked to share informa-
tion with the Tourism Group about 
opening hours, special events and 
features that can be highlighted. 

But what if . . . 
The Group is aware that theft and 
vandalism are frequently cited as 
reasons for keeping a church locked 
outside service times, despite the 
insurers knowing that locking does 
not defend a church and its contents 
to any degree. 
 The Group now offers you an 
opportunity to look at this complex 

Ready for the Visitors?

issue of security, and invites you 
to a day seminar – 10am to 4pm 
on Monday 12 April at St David’s 
Church and Hall, Prendergast, 
Haverfordwest
 This will be run in partner-
ship with Dyfed Powys Police and 
Philip Dunseath from Ecclesiasti-
cal Insurance Group, and will look 
at the security of the church site 
and buildings, the contents and of 
people who look after the church 

and welcome visitors. It will cost 
£4 per person: please bring a 
packed lunch; tea and coffee will 
be provided.
 To sign in for the day please email 
Revd Canon Jeremy Martineau:
 jeremy.m@talktalk.net 
or Revd Sarah Geach:
sgeach@btinternet.com 
or phone 01834 812078

The Saints and Stones Group

5th Annual Competition

‘Exploring my churchyard and community’
Use any medium you like to explore the churchyard of your choice

Group or individual entries welcome from all ages, including adults

Entries should be sent in by Friday 5th June 2010

Presentation of prizes at a special service in the Cathedral

Full details from 

The Saints and Stones Group 
c/o Dolau, Dwrbach, Fishguard, SA65 9RN

Telephone: 01348 873316

e-mail: grizelc@aol.com or annis397@btinternet.com

DURING Advent the four pri-
mary schools in the Bro 

Ystwyth and Mynach Group were 
asked to participate in a Posada 
exercise, which gives families an 
opportunity to recall the true mean-
ing of Christmas and to think of 
people who are homeless around 
the world. 
 Members of the churches were 
challenged to knit the characters of 
Joseph and Mary, which were then 
offered to homes in the area until 
such time as they were brought 
back to a Crib Service, when the 

Las Posadas
Primary schools and parishioners appreciated this Spanish 

Advent tradition, says Euryl Howells 

baby Jesus was placed with them. 
In response to a request from one 
child, Pam Williams knitted a 
donkey as the animal features, 
and plays a role in, the Christmas 
story.
 In harsh weather conditions (at 
least 6 inches of snow), perhaps 
resembling the difficult journey 
of the Holy Family, three fami-
lies came to the Crib Service at 
Ysbyty Cynfyn (Ponterwyd/Devils 
Bridge), with a few of the children 
in costume (a sheep, a shepherd 
and a king). 

As more and more churches open their doors to visitors, the Diocesan Tourism 
Group is offering a one-day seminar which will address concerns about security. 

Sarah Geach invites anyone interested to go along

DENNIS is our new Diocesan 
Missioner. With his respon-

sibilities as chaplain to Bishop 
Wyn and Director of Ministry he 
will co-ordinate and help direct 
the work which comes under the 
umbrella of the Diocesan Council 
for Mission and Ministry.
 The diocese wishes to encour-
age, resource and facilitate parish 
mission alongside local ministers. 
We are an Easter people who want 
to see Jesus proclaimed in such a 
manner as to be attractive to people 
of all ages and backgrounds. Many 
of our parishes have made tremen-
dous leaps of faith in order to bring 
the Good News to residents and 
visitors. This work, already begun 
and bearing fruit, can continue with 
the confidence that the church has 

What does a Diocesan Missioner do?
The short answer is below – Dennis Wight looks forward to the 

challenges of his appointment

a future. We are drawing together 
new teams with particular expertise 
to help us develop our Ventur-
ing in Mission. As part of this we 
would like to help all Christians to 
understand more about why they 
believe, and the hope available to 
our neighbours.
 Growing in faith together 
is an exciting task and this will 
continue as we offer congregations 
the support they think is needed. 
Dennis will be very willing to come 
and listen to parish stories, because 
they may help other congregations. 
He may also be able to offer help 
by finding the kind of resources 
needed to enable the development 
of our discipleship and faithful-
ness to Christ’s call to make more 
disciples.

 The Five Marks of Mission, 
produced by the Anglican Com-
munion will be of value as we 
endeavour to tell, teach, tend, trans-
form and treasure: 

To proclaim the Good News of • 
the Kingdom
To teach, baptise and nurture • 
new believers 
To respond to human need by • 
loving service 
To seek to transform unjust • 
structures of society 
To strive to safeguard the integ-• 
rity of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth

 These are our core activities 
and will therefore help us to focus 
our activity and prayer for God’s 
Kingdom to come. You will find 
prayers based on these marks on 
the diocesan website. 
 Dennis can be contacted at Llys 
Esgob,
denniswight@churchinwales.org.uk

THE West Wales Pilgrim-
age to Walsingham is booked 

from Monday, 27 September to 
Friday 1 October inclusive. Trav-
elling by coach from Llanelli we 
are currently picking up passen-
gers at Carmarthen, Aberaeron 
and Aberystwyth, we take pilgrims 
from Pembroke, Milford Haven, 
Meidrim, Tregaron, Borth, and 
of course Llanelli. If we have a 
sufficient number wishing to join 
us from west of Carmarthen, we 
can arrange extra transport and, if 
necessary, we can add more collec-
tion points. 
 The Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham is a very special 
place. Most new pilgrims are 
surprised that even on a summer 
Saturday, when there can be as 
many as 400 pilgrims around the 
church and grounds, it can have a 
strong feeling of peace and tran-
quillity. Although there are beds 
for over 200 residents, mid-week 
in the autumn usually means about 
150 pilgrims in residence. Some of 
the rooms are very old and quaint 
while others are very modern – all 
are plain but extremely comforta-
ble. Some pilgrims book as part of 
a parish pilgrimage, others as small 
groups of friends, or as families 

Walsingham 2010
Elizabeth Arnold-Davies looks forward to this year’s pilgrimage

and some, like us, come as a group 
but from a wide area. The Shrine 
has a regular pattern of services, 
which all pilgrims may attend if 
they wish. In addition most groups 
also arrange a few devotions for 
themselves. The most success-
ful and happiest pilgrimages are 
those that find the right balance 
between worship, social activities 
and time for quiet reflection for the 
individual.
 It is always difficult to make the 
first step towards a new experience, 
particularly if you are on your own; 
but please don’t let that deter you! 
Many of us come on our own. We 
have all made many new friends 
over the years! If you would like 
to know more about Walsingham 
before making a commitment, or if 
you would just like to get to know 
us, we are planning an Open Day in 
May. We intend the day to include 
information, a time to get to know 
each other and a celebration of the 
Eucharist.
 We would love to welcome new 
pilgrims, so if you are interested in 
coming with us, or would just like 
to find out more about Walsingham, 
please contact me on 01545570676 
or ead@aberaeron.f9.co.uk 



Brechfa and Beyond
by Patrick Thomas
Pub Gwasg Carreg Gwalch
ISBN: 9781845272296
‘Brechfa and Beyond’ is sub-titled 
‘The Peregrinations of a Parish 
Priest’. I have to confess that 
before settling down to read this 
book, I had to consult a dictionary 
as peregrination was not a word 
in my vocabulary. My dictionary 
defines peregrination as ‘travelling 
about; wandering; pilgrimage’ and 
a peregrine as a ‘pilgrim; traveller 
in a foreign land’.
 As I read this book I discov-
ered that the sub-title describes it 
perfectly. This collection of arti-
cles which have been published in 
Cambria magazine over the years 
is indeed an account of the author’s 
own pilgrimage, spiritual and 
physical. Born in Wales, yet living 
in England for a time, he shares 

THE Financial Stewardship 
Team is busy preparing a 

resource pack of ideas to accom-
pany a request for all parishes to 
mark June as ‘Stewardship Month’. 
With the blessing of Bishop 
Wyn we are hoping to supply the 
following photocopiable bilingual 
materials, which can be adapted to 
fit into one of your usual services 
(Holy Eucharist, Morning Prayer, 
Evensong):

a poster which is adaptable for • 
individual church use

specific readings (Old & New • 
Testament, Psalm & Gospel)

suggestions for appropriate • 
hymns

specially created intercessions• 
a final blessing • 
a letter of encouragement from • 

the Bishop
 We hope that this initiative 
will help to draw attention to the 
need for consistent and thought-
ful giving – of ‘making us good 
stewards’ of God’s kingdom, and 
drawing attention to our gifts, ‘of 
talents, time and treasure’.
 Do please watch out for these 
resources, which will be mailed to 
parishes in the near future – and fix 
a date in your parish calendar for 
June. 
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with his readers the moment when 
he became aware of his own lost 
Welsh identity and his deep desire 
to reclaim it. ‘Brechfa and Beyond’ 
wanders among the people, places, 

history and literature of Wales that 
have been so significant in the 
author’s pilgrimage. With gentle 
humour, keen observation and 
genuine love for Wales and her 
people, the author shares his enthu-
siasm and immersion in all aspects 
of Welsh life and culture.
 Each chapter is self-contained, 
making it an ideal book to dip 
into and to read at leisure. It will 
delight all those who have a heart 
for Wales, whether through birth or 
through pilgrimage. It is a real cele-
bration of heroes from the past like 
Dewi Sant and Owain Glyndŵr, 
poets and hymn writers, including 
Ann Griffiths, and also those who 
live and work in rural Wales today. 
‘Brechfa and Beyond’ is an invalu-
able resource for anyone who wants 
to delve deeper into local customs 
and practice. – Lynn Chambers

– Chris S. Stephens (Finan-
cial Stewardship Team)

AT Choral Eucharist on Advent 
Sunday, a newly-commis-

sioned anthem, in memory of the 
late Revd Canon Dr Thomas and 
Mrs Kay Halliwell, was given its 
first performance by St Davids 
Cathedral choir. Friends of the 
family and members of Friends of 
Cathedral Music joined the congre-
gation for this special occasion.
Following his retirement in 
1965, the Revd Dr Thomas Halli-
well, Principal of Trinity College 
Carmarthen from 1940-65, Canon-
Treasurer of St Davids Cathedral 
and one-time Secretary of the 
Friends of the Cathedral, moved 
to The Close. After Tom’s death 
in 1982, Kay continued to live at 
Wayside for many years prior to 
her death in 2008. At her memo-

A Fitting Memorial
Llywela Harris appreciates a new anthem in memory 

of two friends

ORGANISED by Alex Glan-
ville, Head of Property 

Services for the Church in Wales, 
this conference attracted expert 
speakers who presented overviews 
of their period, special interest or 
approach.
 Dr Mark Redknap, curator of 
medieval antiquities at the National 
Museum of Wales, concentrated 
on the early medieval church. 
The Reverend Dr John Morgan 
Guy, author and director of the 
research project Imaging the Bible 
in Wales, pursued a similar theme 
through religious art and design as 
a response to the need to demon-
strate religious truths. Professor 
John Harvey, from Aberystwyth, 
presented an analytical view of 
the Chapel movement in Wales 
between the 17th and 20th centu-
ries. Robert Dunning, representing 
the Diocese of Bath and Wells, 
took as his theme communication 

Welsh Historic Places of Worship Conference
Anne Eastham reports from an informative conference

held in November 2009

and trade between the West Coun-
try and Wales from the 5th century. 
Julian Orbach, co-author of the 
Pembrokeshire volume of the 
Pevsner Buildings of Wales, led a 
session on ‘The Victorian Churches 
of Wales’. 
 Finally, two technical papers, 
presented by Sir Trevor Morris and 
CADW’s Trevor Thorpe, addressed 
the problems of conservation and 
funding. 
 The churches of Wales have 
drawn pilgrims of all faiths, and no 
faith, for at least a thousand years 
and it is to be hoped that future 
conferences on this theme will 
consider projects for the sustaina-
ble use of traditional centres of faith 
and worship in the 21st century. 
 This is a summary of a longer 
article which is available on the 
diocesan website:
www.stdavidsdiocese.org.uk 

Jamia Masjid, Hussaini Mission, Newport, Monmouthshire, was 
converted from a chapel built in 1829

rial service in March last year, her 
ashes were interred in her husband’s 
grave in the Cathedral Cloisters. 
The setting by cathedral organ-
ist, Alex Mason, of ‘Invitation’, 
the devotional poem written many 
years ago by Kay Halliwell, is a 
beautiful and fitting memorial to 
two much-loved friends.

Invitation
All Christians are invited

To this sacred feast,
In humility united,

The highest and the least.
The Host is always present,

He, only, is our judge,
And He forgives
So we forgive

One family in love. 

Faith and the Future of the Countryside – a major 
ecumenical conference exploring the future sustainability of 
rural communities and their churches, 3-5 November 2010, 
Swanwick, Derbyshire. 

Full details from 
The Arthur Rank Centre

Telephone: 024 7685 3075 or katrinas@rase.org.uk

Stewardship 
Month 

– June 2010
Lord, make us good stewards 

of your kingdom

Journeying: Small group holidays in the footsteps of the 
early Celtic saints. The 2010 programme includes Yorkshire 
Dales, Lindisfarne, Colonsay, Caldey Island & the Pembro-
keshire Coastal Path, Isle of Man, Corrymeela, Cornwall, 
Derbyshire Dales. 

Telephone: 01834 844212
www.journeying.co.uk                          info@journeying.co.uk 

Aberystywth Choral Society celebrates its 40th 
anniversary this year. The society’s spring concert will 
be Elgar’s masterpiece ‘The Dream of Gerontius’ at 

Aberystwyth Arts Centre on 24th April at 8pm.

Tickets: 01970 623232
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