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‘‘‘‘‘Go and makeGo and makeGo and makeGo and makeGo and make
Disciples . . . Disciples . . . Disciples . . . Disciples . . . Disciples . . . ’’’’’
THIS WAS The bishop’s clarion call at this year’s Diocesan Con

ference. It came as the new nurture course “Menter,” was intro-
duced to the Diocese.

The well attended conference followed a by-now familiar pattern. The
morning was taken up with the eucharist, followed by workshops and
discussion groups. In the afternoon the business meeting led to the bish-
op’s presidential address. The theme of the address summed up the mood
of the whole day. This is a time to plan how to grow.

Bishop Carl outlined what he
saw as obstacles to growth – re-
stricted vision and reluctance to
change – whilst noting that all
churches said that they wanted to
grow. The new course was one way
to encourage those on the fringes of
our churches to become more in-
volved and committed, through
learning more about the faith. Expe-
rience had shown that courses of this
kind did have a part to play in growth,
especially if, as in this case, they were
“home grown.” However, the course
was neither a quick fix nor a cure-
all, and the bishop looked forward to

the continuing Venturing in Mission
discussions in parishes, to generate
new local ideas.

The Menter course has been put
together by a diocesan team, and is
currently being tested in a number
of parishes throughout the diocese.
Speakers at the conference included
those who had been responsible for
the course as well as those from par-
ishes which had tried it. Menter will
be generally available next year, and
some parishes have already decided

to adapt it for use as a Lent course.
The conference was also told
about the rapid progress being
made towards fair trade status
for the diocese.

by John Holdsworth

Why isn’t the Church growing?

There’s too much emphasis on “my
faith” and “my church” and not
enough emphasis on

• How we can be more accommo-
dating and welcoming  to those out-
side our church doors. This attitude
cripples growth and merely makes
us an insular club existing for no one
but ourselves.

• To those who are not in the know
our liturgy can be inaccessible and
off putting, like some kind of secret
code. When people feel excluded in
this way they generally keep away.

• We need to be more like trawlers
and less like cruise liners – more
concerned with fishing, and less
with being served.

Why should we want to grow?

• We want to see our churches
growing because we are loved by
God and in turn want to share that
love with others. When we are

wrongly motivated, by just wanting
to maintain our church buildings and
to enough raise money just to please
ourselves then we shall remain stag-
nant and insular.

• It is easy to see when something
is aflame. It ignites other material.
Any fire that does not spread will
eventually go out. A church without
evangelism is a contradiction in
terms.

How can we grow?

• By engaging with the Venturing
in Mission  process  in  the
parishes,

• By taking advantage of the oppor-
tunities which Menter/Venture (the
new diocesan process evangelism
course) affords for evangelism in
our communities and,

• By remembering that this is a
process and not an overnight magic
wand. Making new Christians takes
time and care, love and patience.

Three important questions from the Bishop…

Revd Ann Howells is looking for people who might be interested in forging personal
links between their parish and the diocese of Kigezi in Uganda.

For further details see her article on page 8

Could you join Ann in Lango?
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MAE’R gair pererindod wedi
dod yn ffasiynol eto dros y

blynyddoedd diwethaf a’r
pererindodau – a’r pererinion – yn
dod ar sawl ffurf a siap. Ym mis
Awst eleni, aeth yr Archesgob
Barry Morgan yntau ar bererindod
– i Taize, pentref bach ym
mherfeddwlad Bwrgwyn yn
Ffrainc,  gyda grwp o bump ar
hugain o bobl ifanc o Gymru. Hwn
oedd ymweliad cyntaf yr
Archesgob â chymuned Taizé er ei
fod, wrth gwrs, yn ymwybodol o
hanes y lle ac o bethau megis y
patrwm addoliad a’r gerddoriaeth
a’r ffaith eu  bod yn denu pobl
ifanc. Ond, fel y dywed yr
Archesgob “mae gwybod am
rhywbeth a mynd i rhywle yn ddau
brofiad cwbwl wahanol.

“Un o’r pethau a’m tarodd i yn
gyntaf” meddai’r Archesgob, “yw’r
ymdrech y mae pobl yn ei wneud
er mwyn cyrraedd yno ac yna’r
ymdrech y mae bod yno yn ei olygu
i bobl. Yn y lle cyntaf, mae’r daith
ar y bws er mwyn cyrraedd yno yn
un hir ar y naw. Yna wedi cyrraedd
y pentref bach bach ‘ma yng
nghanol Bwrgwyn, does na ddim
cysuron amlwg – gwersylla y
mae’r rhelyw o bobl, mae angen
ciwio yn hir am fwyd a’r bwyd
wedyn yn ddigonol ond heb fod ‘na
ddim byd ffansi amdano, ac mae
disgwyl i’r bobl ifanc gynorthwyo
gyda pharatoi’r bwyd, golchi’r
llestri ac yn y blaen.

“Ac eto, mae ‘na rhywbeth
arbennig iawn am y lle fel y mae
presenoldeb hyd at 4,000 o bobl
ifanc yno yn wythnosol dros yr haf
yn ei dystiolaethau  – a’r peth
amlycaf efallai yw’r pwyslais ar
addoliad. Mae’n brofiad ysgytwol a
dweud y gwir i’r ymwelwyr
ymuno gyda’r gymuned o o ddeutu
cant o frodyr wrth iddyn ‘nhw
ymgynull yn y capel – capel sy’n
medru dal 5,000  o bobl gyda llaw
– ac addoli. A ‘does ‘na ddim
cyfaddawd i bobl ifanc – hynny yw
does ‘na ddim newid mawr wedi
bod ar ffurf y gwasanaeth ers
dyddiau cyntaf y gymuned. Mae’r
patrwm yn debyg ym mhob
gwasanaeth – canu siantiau, deng

Taizé – y gwanwyn bychan –
Argraffiadau’r Archesgob Barry

munud o ddistawrwydd, darlleniad
a myfyrdod byr. Mae’r
gwasanaethau yn para rhyw dri
chwarter awr, ac yn ystod y
distawrwydd, er gwaetha’r ffaith
fod cynifer o bobl yno, fe allech chi
glywed pin yn cwympo. Mae’r
ffaith eu bod yn medru denu
cynifer o bobl ifanc o bob rhan o’r
byd, ond yn enwedig o Ewrop, yn
dangos nad yw’r elfen grefyddol
ddim wedi diflannu o gwbwl.
Hynny yw, mae pobl ifanc yn
chwilio am elfen ysbrydol i’w
bywydau o hyd.

“Nid nod gychwynol cymuned
Taizé oedd creu rhyw fath o
ganolfan i bobl ifanc. Mynd yno
aeth sylfaenydd y gymuned, y
Brawd Roger, yn gynnar yn y 40au
gyda’r amcan o sefydlu cymuned
fynachaidd aml-enwadol oedd â’r
nod sylfaenol o hybu cymod –
rhwng Cristnogion a rhwng
eglwysi. Pobl ifanc ddechreuodd
heidio yno rai degawdau yn ôl. A’r
hyn y mae’r gymuned wedi ei
wneud wedyn yn sgîl y datblygiad
hwn yw addasu eu gweithgaredd
nhw er mwyn llunio rhaglen o
weithgareddau ar gyfer y bobl ifanc
– astudiaethau beiblaidd, grwpiau
trafod, gweithgareddau fel glanhau
ac ati - yn ogystal a’r addoliad tair
gwaith y dydd. Fe fues i’n crwydro

o gwmpas er mwyn gweld beth
oedd yn digwydd yng
ngweithgareddau’r bobl ifanc a
chael tystiolaeth, trwy’r cwestiynau
a oedd yn cael eu holi, fod
ysbrydolrwydd yn bwysig o hyd i
bobl ifanc. Yn anad dim arall, mae
ymagwedd ac ymwneud brodyr y
gymuned a’u gilydd yn
cyfathrebu’n fwy clir nag unrhyw
eiriau egwyddorion
sancteiddrwydd ac haelioni.”

Prin ddau ddiwrnod wedi
ymadawiad yr Archesgob o Taize,
lladdwyd sylfaenydd ac arweinydd
y gymuned, y Brawd Roger
Schutz, yn ystod yr hwyrol weddi
yn y capel. Nos fawrth 16eg Awst,
ymosododd gwraig 36 mlwydd oed
o Romania ar y Brawd Roger gan
ei drywanu â chyllell. Bu farw’n
fuan wedyn. Bu’r newydd yn sioc
aruthrol i’r Archesgob:

“Roedd hi’n anodd credu’r
newyddion pan glywais am y tro
cyntaf am ladd y Brawd Roger.
Roeddwn wedi bod yn cael cinio
gydag ef a brodyr y gymuned ar y
dydd Sul, ac yna ar y nos Fawrth
ganlynol roedd wedi ei ladd. Fodd
bynnag, bu hyd yn oed ymateb y
gymuned i’r gyfalfan hon yn
enghraifft arall o’r sancteiddrwydd
a’r haelioni sydd wrth ei hanfod.
O’r cychwyn cyntaf, a hwythau yn

by Siôn Brynach

eu galar, roedd gweddiau’r
gymuned yn cynnwys y llofrudd yn
ogystal a’r Brawd Roger, ac
ychydig ddyddiau wedi’r drassiedi,
o ddod yn ymwybodol fod mam y
llofrudd o Romania ar fin cael
triniaeth law-feddygol fawr i drin
cancr,S fe anfonasant flodau ati.

“Mae’n anodd gwybod sut y
bydd y gymuned yn esblygu dros y
blynyddoedd i ddod heb y Brawd
Roger wrth y llyw, ond wrth gwrs
ef – yn hytrach na’r gymuned – a
oedd yn gyfrifol am ddewis ei
olynydd sef y Brawd Aloïs (51
mlwydd oed). Mae’r gymuned yn
amlwg yn agored i’r ysbryd ac yn
barod i dderbyn arweiniad Duw
ynghylch y trywydd y dylent ei
ddilyn yn y dyfodol.”

“Un o’r gwersi amlycaf i fi o
ymweld â Taizé yw nad yw hi ar
ben ar y bywyd ysbrydol! Rwy’n
gwybod ei bod hi’n swnio’n
‘corny’ ond yn sicr mae ‘na rhyw
awra o sancteiddrwydd yn perthyn
i’r lle. Mae jyst gweld y capel yn
llawn yn hwb i’r galon. Pwy sy’n
dweud nad yw pobl ifanc yn medru
eistedd yn dawel a myfyrio? Mae
nhw yn medru gwneud hynny – fel
y gwelais i yn y capel yn Taizé a
oedd yn cael ei gadw ar agor ddydd
a nos. Pryd bynnag yr awn i mewn
yno, roedd ‘na bobl ifanc yn y

capel, yn addoli yn dawel.”
Felly, ydy’r Archesgob yn

bwriadu mynd i Taizé eto? “Ydw”
yw’r ymateb diymdroi.

This is an article
about Archbishop
Barry Morgan’s
pilgrimage to the
Taizé community in
France this summer,
as co-leader, with the
Rev Jan Gould, of a
group of 25 young
people from all parts
of Wales.

Taizé – key facts:

 The community was
initially established in Taizé,
a tiny village in Burgundy,
by Roger Schutz in 1940,
but he was forced to leave
in 1942 after being de-
nounced to the Vichy
regime as a result of
helping Jews who were
fleeing persecution by the
Nazis.

 Brother Roger was the
son of a Swiss Protestant
pastor and it was during
his own theological
studies at Lausanne that
he decided to establish an
ecumenical community.
The community’s stated
aim remains “the recon-
ciliation of all Christians”.

 The community recon-
vened in 1944 with seven
brothers. The community
now has around 100
brothers, both Protestant
and Roman Catholic.

 Taizé is geographically
close to the great medi-
eval monastic centre of
Cluny.

 Pope John XXIII referred
to the community as “the
little spring of Taizé ”.

 Brother Roger died a
martyr’s death on Tuesday
16th August this year
following his stabbing during
the evening prayer service
by a 36 year old mentally
unstable woman from
Romania. He was 90 years
old. The community re-
sponded to this tragedy by
including the murderer as
well as Brother Roger in
their prayers. Shortly after
this tragic event, they
became aware that the
murderer’s mother was
shortly to undergo surgery
to treat cancer. Their
response was to send her
flowers.

 Brother Roger himself
named his successor
some eight years ago –
Brother Aloïse, a German
Roman Catholic.

 Around 100,000 pilgrims
from all parts of the globe
visit Taizé each year.

SATURDAY 17th September
saw the annual Vocations’ Day

for the Diocese held at Llangynnor
Church and hall. This year we were
joined by 16 people at various stages
of exploring their vocation. Each
year it amazes me as to how varied
these people are in ages and back-
ground – each with their own story
to tell. As well as those who are al-
ready in training for the ordained
ministry and those about to begin

training we had lay readers and
those who are training for lay read-
ership, those who are heavily in-
volved in various aspects of church
life, those who are studying at Uni-
versity, those who are in full time
paid employment, those who are full
time parents, musicians, account-
ants, rugby players – a mixed bag
of very interested and interesting
disciples.

Along with Bishop Carl and

Aled Griffiths (Director of
Ordinands) there were also other
members of the Diocesan Ministry
Team there to share in the discus-
sions and to try to answer any ques-
tions people might have.

In the morning our thoughts and
discussions were guided by The
Revd Dr Peter Sedgwick, Principal
of St Michael’s Theological College.
He gave us some insightful obser-
vations regarding the ordained min-
istry and asked us to discuss some
challenging questions about our
own perception of that ministry.

I found myself in a group of two
men and two women of varying
ages, at different stages in their
journey with God and with impor-
tant questions to ask. Three of the
four were seeking more guidance
on the Non-Stipendiary ministry
(NSM) or self supporting ministry
which it is sometimes called.

The NS ministry is a very im-
portant part of the Church’s provi-
sion of ordained ministers and is a
ministry which needs to be encour-
aged in all areas of our Diocese.

Due to the fact that there were

many seeking guidance in this
direction at the Vocations Day and
also our need as a Diocese to pro-
mote such ministry we are hoping
to organise a day on Non-Stipendi-
ary ministry in the Diocese in the
new year.

If you are interested then please
contact me to let me know, or if you
are unsure as to what this ministry
entails but would like to know more
then please email me at

mandywp@churchinwales.org.uk

or telephone 01267 236597.

Vocations Day
by Mandy Williams-Potter
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IT IS NOT possible in this ar
ticle to cover all the matters

raised and discussed at the
meeting, but these are a few of
the points raised by our MP for
our further thought:
* The enormous generosity shown

by people throughout the world
following the Tsunami disaster
(£200 million raised in the UK in
less than 3 weeks), points to a
very real understanding by peo-
ple in the richest countries of the
needs of the poorest people in the
poorest countries.

* We must build on the response to
the Tsunami so that lasting change
in tackling poverty, debt and dis-
ease is achieved.

* Five years ago virtually every
country, world leader and inter-
national agency signed up to a set
of “Millennium Development
Goals”. The promise in 2000 was
that by 2015 every primary aged
child would be at school; world
poverty would be halved and
avoidable infant deaths would
have ended.

What progress has been made
on these goals? Sadly, not a lot;

Today, 130 million boys and
girls still have no schooling; 30,000
children die every day from prevent-
able diseases; in sub-Saharan Af-
rica, at the current rate of progress,
primary education for all will be
achieved in 2130 – 115 years late.
Poverty will be halved by 2150 –
135 years late. Ending infant deaths
will be achieved by 2165 – 150
years late. Africa can’t wait that
long.

Ten years ago aid to Africa was
$33 per person per year, now it is
just $27.

Reality:
* Total spending in sub-Saharan

Africa $50 per pupil per year; $1
per week for teachers, books,
equipment

* 25 million infected with HIV/
AIDS

* 1 in 10 children die before they
reach age 1

Global poverty and trade justice
As part of our developing witness in the area of trade justice, the
Castlemartin Deanery recently held an Open Discussion Evening with
the local MP, Nick Ainger.

* only $12 per person is spent in
public health which is 500 times
less than is spent in the UK

* today throughout the developing
world at least as many people die
each week from avoidable disease
as died in the Tsunami on Boxing
Day

* lack of piped water means that 40
billion working hours are spent
simply collecting water.

Mr Ainger went on to say how-
ever, that that the picture is not all
gloom; progress is being achieved
in countries given debt relief;

Uganda: 4m more children in school;

Tanzania: 31,000 new classrooms,
18,000 new teachers, a place for
every primary age child;

Mozambique: ½ million children
vaccinated against tetanus, whoop-
ing cough and diphtheria.

The solution, said Mr Ainger, is
a ‘Marshal Plan’ for Developing
World Goals, with full debt relief for
debt burdened countries and a new
trade round that brings fair trade to
developing countries.

There must be an end to unfair
tariffs and subsidies. Rich countries’

protectionism and dumped surplus
produce stops the poorest countries
trading and undermines their own
agriculture and industry.

The development of Good Gov-
ernance in developing countries
must be encouraged and supported,
enabling them to devise their own
poverty reduction plans and tackle
corruption.

A new International Finance
Facility is proposed. Each country
to pledge 0.7% GDP. This will raise
an extra $50 billion every year for
the next 10 years. With a predict-
able flow of aid over many years,
urgently needed funds can be raised
now from international capital mar-
kets. Life saving medical facilities
and essential infrastructure could be
provided now, and not have to wait
on the uncertainties of charity.

What can we do? KEEP LOB-
BYING, says Nick Ainger. Not just
the British Government, but inter-
nationally too. Governments of the
G8 have to deliver on their prom-
ises – it’s our job to ensure they do.

Lobbying can also work in
persuading Supermarkets
and Stores to stock a larger
range of FAIRTRADE goods!

IN THE St. Davids ‘Fairtrade Dio
cese’ leaflet and ‘Parish Pledge’

forms parishes are reminded that we
should see the adoption of the basic
Fairtrade Foundation standards as
a ‘first step’ in developing our wit-
ness in the area of trade justice and
promoting awareness of these issues
in our communities.

Fairness towards those who
work to provide our food and to meet
our daily needs should be a natural
part of our Christian witness. When
we buy goods which carry the
FAIRTRADE logo we can be reas-
sured that the producers have re-
ceived a fair return for their labour.

The FAIRTRADE movement
has expanded rapidly in recent years,
and as a result there are many pro-
ducers around the world whose fami-
lies now enjoy a better standard of
living.

But sadly there are still many sto-
ries of exploitation and poverty be-
hind many of the bargain prices we
see in our high streets. A low price
for us can mean that someone else
has paid a very high price in poor

working conditions and unacceptable
living standards to provide our food
and goods.

The constant demand for lower
prices also affects our own local
farmers and producers who often
find themselves having to meet ever
increasing standards, while receiving
ever decreasing income.

In this diocese, the need to sup-
port our local producers is being
highlighted by events such as the
‘Harvest Extravaganza’ at Carmar-
then Livestock Centre, organized by
Revd. Eileen Davies (Diocesan Ad-
viser on Rural Matters), where the
meal included only food from the
three counties within this diocese.

Our concern in the area of trade
justice should be for fair treatment
for all who produce our food and the
goods to meet our daily needs,
whether overseas or here at home.

All parishes are asked to support
the aims of the FAIRTRADE Foun-
dation, and to support our local Farm-
ers and producers. The two aims are
compatible. The Labourer deserves
his wages” (1Timothy 5, 18).

Being a ‘FAIRTRADE CHURCH’ –
 It’s not just your cup of tea!

by Vic Millgate

LET’S take a serious look in our
shopping trolley, and ask where

do the contents originate from?
Does the food comply with

stringiest rules and regulations and
is it Farm Assured?

Every piece of meat from the
local butcher can be traced from the
farm gate to the plate. The local fruit
and veg man knows the fields his
vegetables have grown in, remem-
bering that the fruit and veg in sea-
son will have that true taste. The
cow that produces our fresh milk
has to be Farm Assured as well as
comply with the dairy inspectorate
– UK rules are financially demand-
ing as well as spiritually demoralis-

ing. “Give us this day our daily
bread” – from our local baker
please.

We live in a society that de-
mands the best, and why not, the
true taste of the highest quality foods
can only be sourced from the peo-
ple who care – our neighbour.

As Christians we are encour-
aged to “love thy neighbour” – who
might well be the producer of that
prime joint of beef – let’s show our
support – source the best locally and
in so doing, ensure a reasonable re-
turn – fairer market!

“Who is my neighbour?”
Everyone around us – as Fair

Trade and justice is sought for all.

by Eileen Davies,
Diocesan Adviser on Rural Matters

Talking Shop Has your church
signed up to the
St.Davids

FAIRTRADE DIOCESE

Campaign yet?

One hundred have, but
that leaves over two
hundred churches still
to sign the

FAIRTRADE
Church Pledge!

If you need further
information please
contact
Revd. Vic Millgate,

The Vicarage,
Manorbier SA70 7TN
Tel: 01834 871617

‘MENTER’ – ‘Venture’ is the name
we have given to the new Diocesan
Evangelism course which will be
available early in the new year.
‘Process Evangelism’ doesn’t ex-
actly sound exciting but at least it
has the virtue of telling us what the
course is actually about. It’s about
‘becoming’. It describes a way of
coming to believe in God that rec-
ognizes the journey we make from
wherever we start to where God
calls us. There’s a lot of good sense
about all of this - after all, most peo-
ple will want to take a good hard
look at the claims of Jesus Christ,
and the Church too, before they sign
up to anything. And their own com-
mitment may be gradual, with sig-
nificant steps along the way, rather
than a single leap. Of course some
people come to faith just like that,
but sometimes a drip feed invites an
equally wholehearted response and
unequivocal commitment.

The course is being tested at the
moment in our three archdeaconries
so that feedback to the authors will
allow them to take on board obser-
vations and suggestions. One of the
great strengths of process evange-

lism courses is that they can be
grounded in the environment in
which they are being run. This can
be demanding on the leader of the
group, and possibly on those who
are there in a supporting role, but
no one ever said that evangelism
would be easy, certainly not the Lord
Jesus, just that it was a part of fol-
lowing him – a command and a joy
too.

‘Menter’ lies firmly within the
Venturing in Mission initiative
which means that it is not a quick
fix or panacea. It will ask a lot from
us, and demand an investment from
local congregations in terms of
prayer, planning and a willingness
to reach out to people where they
are; to walk with them at their pace;
and to continue to love them even if
they reject the ‘Word of Life’. If the
task seems great and daunting we
also have the hope and encourage-
ment that Jesus Christ still fascinates
and attracts people. There is noth-
ing more glorious and more impor-
tant than when people believe in
Him and commit their lives to Him.
It’s this which makes ‘Menter’
worthwhile. – Andy John

Menter – Venture

THIS year’s Clergy School pro
vided clergy with an answer to

the question many have been asking:
we want our churches to get thor-
oughly involved in Venturing in Mis-
sion, but how do we set about it?
Over three days, with the help of a
former evangelism director for the
Church of England, Canon Robert
Warren, clerics were inducted into
the process of growing healthy
churches.

There has been a resurgence of
interest in these Schools over the last
three years, to the point where they
have become a can’t-miss event for

most clergy. That is partly to do with
the development of Venturing in Mis-
sion as a direction that clergy want
to own. It also has something to do
with the quality of speakers engaged.
The success is undoubtedly also due
to the opportunity these occasions
give for modeling good practice with
regard to worship, and for sharing
ideas at a time of high morale among
clergy here.

Now congregations can look for-
ward to being part of a process,
which will enable all church mem-
bers to share in this sense of opti-
mism and excitement.

Healthy Churches and Happy Clerics
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THE NEWSPAPER headlines are regular and dispiriting: Church Num
bers falling . . . The Church is in Decline we read and they match our

experiences. Official church reports often dwell on similar evidence – Confir-
mation numbers falling, communicants falling –Woe is us!

The Church Building, Tourists and Mission

would like to use the building – as a
refuge from the hectic pace of 21st
century life, as a place for prayer, for
wider spiritual reflection. Perhaps
there are people who would welcome
the opportunity to work in the build-
ing – artists and craftspeople for ex-
ample.

Other projects have demon-
strated that where the church build-
ing is “shared” with a wider com-
munity, the wider community ben-
efits and so does the church com-
munity in so many different ways.

Some people would be con-
cerned that there is a huge risk to
opening the church from a security
point of view.

Two answers to this:
 Our religion is based upon risk

– there is a risk that someone might
enter the building for reflection and
be connected in faith to Jesus
Christ.
 Where churches have taken sen-

sible precautions in consultation with
the building insurer the risk is very
small – it would appear that most
thefts and vandalism occur to locked
churches.

Churches are a community as-
set – if we allow the community to
recognise this.

If you would welcome assistance
with the process of becoming an
Open Church, please contact
John Winton on 029 2041 7196
or johnw@ctnw.fsnet.co.uk

A friend reflected recently that
were Jesus to return to the world
in Wales in 2005, he would be most
unlikely to join in the preaching of
this message of doom.

There is good news! An Opinion
Poll in 2004 found that four out of
five adults in the UK had visited a
place of worship during the last year.
The British Tourist Authority sug-
gested that 35 million people visit
places of worship in the UK during
any one year. St Davids Cathedral
welcomed just under 300,000 visi-
tors last year. The Saints and Stones
project in Pembrokeshire undoubt-
edly attracts people into the churches
that would not otherwise darken the
doors. Rejoice, rejoice, as a Prime
Minister once said.

There is so much more that the
churches and chapels of Wales could
do – how many more could be open?
What sort of experience will the visi-
tor have? How aggressively is the
church building, as an attraction,
marketed?

Responsible church usage

We are constantly being asked to be
“responsible shoppers, responsible
motorists,” etc – encouraging all of
us to care for our environment. As
church people are we responsible
church building managers? Is the
amount of church money that is an-
nually invested in the building being
used responsibly? The “responsible”
message is of course found through-
out the Bible and is a core message
of Christian Stewardship – we are the
current custodians of all that we have
around us – God requires us to act
with responsibility. This extends to
the use of the church building – if it
is only open and used for two or three
hours a week and costs thousands a
year to maintain and keep, is this re-
sponsible Christian stewardship? (It
is quite a salutary experience to di-
vide the amount spent on the build-
ing by the number of hours open in
a year.) If it is being kept, main-
tained, heated and lit for a couple of
services a week and for a small con-
gregation, what is the justification
for this?

Evidence shows that there are
both visitors and local people who

Enhancing the
church visit
experience
TOURISM attractions throughout
the land are constantly looking to
find or create the “Wow” reaction
from their visitors. Most churches
do not have to look for this or to cre-
ate it, the building is so often a place
that invites the reaction “wow” from
the first time visitor.

“You don’t get a second chance
for a first impression” runs the well
worn but nevertheless apposite
soundbite.
When visitors approach the church
what will they find –
An obvious entrance?

Well maintained and cared for
grounds?
A welcoming and informative no-
tice board? (What use is a sentence
such as “Services as usual” on the
board?
Welcoming people?
Is the literature well presented –
does it look professional – will the
average person want to read it?
Is the building warm and well lit?
What is being interpreted and for
whom?

Many churches have used a leaf-
let or even a welcome card with a
message to give a very brief summary
of the Christian message and the core
purpose of the church building.

More and more churches interpret
each place in the church building and
link it to prayer – often using a lami-
nated “cheese board” at each place.

There is always a danger that the
church building could become a page
in an architectural handbook. There
are people though for whom the ar-
chitecture of the church building is
very important – I would suggest that
this niche market would be prepared
to buy a guide book which can go
into detail.

A common pitfall for people writ-
ing literature for churches is to aim
the language at the higher end of the
reading level range. There is a very
useful “Tool Kit” commissioned by
the Herian project in South East
Wales which is called a Local Inter-
pretation Toolkit – many of the ideas
and suggestions in this are well worth
churches considering.

For more information on this
and all matters of interpretation con-
tact CTNW on 029 2041 7196 or
johnw@ctnw.fsnet.co.uk

Most churches would benefit
from putting together a simple “flier”
which can be placed in the commu-
nity – in shops, libraries, Tourist In-
formation Centres, other churches
and chapels, other attractions and in
accommodation providers.

A “flier” needs to be:
Professionally designed to the

highest standards, strikingly illus-
trated, and not too “wordy”

Bilingual in English and Welsh,
either with the two languages on
opposite faces or possibly produced
as separate Welsh and English pam-
phlets. I am not keen on the two lan-
guages being juxtaposed on the
same face, a confusing device which

Creating
Partnerships
THERE is no way the heritage and
culture of Wales can be properly
taught and told without significant
reference to the story of Christian-
ity. The recent “Bread of Heaven”
series presented by Huw Edwards
on BBC 2 was well received by the
general public and even those “aca-
demics” who observed serious
flaws in some of the material, ac-
knowledged that it was likely to
have a stimulating effect on the
viewer.

It would be almost impossible
for the churches to play their full part
in the Heritage, Culture and Tour-
ism agendas of Wales without liais-
ing with other organisations.

As far as Tourism is concerned
any church which recognises the
need to engage with tourists (visi-
tors and pilgrims) would usually
find help, support and ideas from
their local council’s tourism depart-
ment. Even the best presented, in-
terpreted and marketed church is
unlikely to bring hordes of visitors
to the area just to see the church.
What the church can do is keep the
visitor in the village or area for a lit-
tle longer – in this way more money
might well be spent in the local
economy.

The church, of course, already
plays its part in the local economy
by employing people to maintain the
building and fabric – this can be
enhanced if it can attract visitors.

The Diocesan group attending Greenbelt this year celebrated two
birthdays during the weekend. Pictured are Matthew Goolding and
leader Vanessa Hope-Bell celebrating their 16th and 60th birthdays
respectively, together with other Diocesan ‘Greenbelters’.

Wales is divided into four re-
gions for tourism. The Tourism Part-
nership for South West Wales is
Tourism South West Wales. Their
Vision for tourism in the area is of a
region which:
 Is recognised as a premier, all

year, accessible, UK domestic des-
tination. The churches can play a
real part in this as they are not de-
pendent on seasons of the weather
to attract people.

Another aim of TSWW is:
 To responsibly develop and sus-

tain the infrastructure and unique
environmental and cultural re-
sources of South West Wales for the
benefit of visitors and residents.
Again the churches can play their
full part in this.

Churches are usually very good
at being reactive to requests for vis-
its from educational establishments.
Many churches are now working
alongside local schools and colleges
and offering the building as place at
which learning can take place right
across the curriculum.

The Church throughout the ages
has been a significant Patron of the
Arts – many churches have concerts
in their church building – but what
about other Arts? – even small coun-
try churches are now having an art-
ist in residence for three or four
months at a time – the space gives
the artist more scope than the gar-
den shed – it is often excellent for
exhibitions and the artist can been
encouraged to leave a permanent
legacy of their work at the end of
the contract. An artist in residence
would give visitors another reason
to visit the church.

When looking to increase the
number of visitors to the church
building – What other attractions are
in the neighbourhood? – Can they
be encouraged to promote the
church as a place to visit? – and the
church can reciprocate.

Are there any walks/cycle paths/
bridle ways that pass near the
church? Most people following such
paths are pleased to find somewhere
to stop and enjoy. The local Ramblers
Association would welcome an in-
quiry. Perhaps a group of churches
and chapels could get together and
create a walk between the churches.

Some areas have a local Tourism
Association which brings together
attraction managers and accommo-
dation providers who work together
on areas of common interest – the
church could play a part in such an
organisation.

many speakers of neither language
find satisfactory

It must tell the story of the
church, the building and the com-
munity in an easily accessible form.
The text of the story needs to be very
carefully considered and finely
honed, since it could also be used
elsewhere, for example in collective
tourism publications, other hand-
outs, and on any visual interpreta-
tive displays in the future.

All visual information in a church
should be “professional” and should
be at least as good if not better than
that found in other attractions. The
ready availability of personal com-
puters with a variety of publication
programmes should make designing
and printing such material relatively
easy and inexpensive. However
churches might consider working
together to employ a professional
designer – where this has been done,
the benefits have been significant.

by John Winton, Church in Wales Tourism Officer

FOR the fourth time in a year,
Bishop Carl has opened and

blessed a new Church School. The
latest project to come to fruition was
at Laugharne. Staff, pupils, parents,
governors, local authority and church
representatives were present for this

important celebration. Mr Tom Rees,
the head teacher, Mr V. Morgan,
Director of Education for Carmar-
then and Mr John Jenkins, chair of
Governors, spoke.

The children sang a song,
specially written for the occasion,

Bishop opens fourth new Church school
by Mandy Williams-Potter

which described how the new school
had developed. A cake, made by one
of the staff, was cut by Bishop Carl
with help from two pupils – the
youngest and oldest in the school –
was enjoyed by everyone.

Spare a Thought

MANY people are reporting that
they have opportunities to

broadcast ‘Thoughts for the Day’,
but feel that they need some help and
training. So the Communications
Team has organized a Training Day
for potential thinkers. It will take

place at the Halliwell Centre, Car-
marthen, on November 29th from
10.30 – 3.30. There will be input
from Jonathan Copus, a former Re-
ligious Affairs Radio producer; John
Holdsworth, regular broadcaster,  as
well as an author and trainer in the
field; and Siôn Brynach, the Church

in Wales Communications director.
Numbers will be limited and

places will be allotted on a first come
first served basis. For details please
contact the secretary, Rev Roger
Hughes at the Vicarage Llangathen,
on 01558 668455 or at
roger@plantdewi.co.uk
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PLANT DEWI Families Together
Groups have enjoyed a fun

packed summer. Members have been
very enthusiastic about the large
number of activities on offer, which
include T-shirt painting, outdoor play,
crafts and pizza designing days. Dur-
ing August the Groups celebrated
National Play Day with a series of
street parties at various venues
throughout the county. Parents and
children enjoyed a bring and share
picnic and had great fun playing tra-
ditional games together. The high-
light of the summer was a trip to
Margam Park, where the Groups met
together for the first time.

Plant Dewi-supported Family
centres report a very busy summer
with many and varied activities. Ten

Plant Dewi celebrates
Family Fun

Family Centres gathered at
Bronwydd hall for the biggest event
in their history with over 300 people
attending. The day began with the
children from each Family centre
performing a nursery rhyme wear-
ing hats that they had made especially
for the occasion. Entertainment was
in the form of a puppet shows and
circus skills workshops as well as
bouncy castles, face painting and
parachute games, each Family Cen-
tre had prepared craft activities and
competitions for the children’s
amusement. The Fire Service and
Police were able to support the event.
The day was rounded off with a cir-
cus show after which each tired but
happy child was served with an ice
cream prior to departure.

THE Lampeter/Carmarthen
Group of The Alister Hardy So-

ciety, which supports the Religious
Experience Research Centre at the
University of Wales, Lampeter, are
seeking new members. Perhaps you
would like to join us? Full member-
ship costs £25 per annum, with re-
ductions for senior citizens or
unwaged, and with a special student
rate of £10.

The Society aims to provide a
focal point for people interested in
the study and nature of spiritual, re-
ligious and psychic experience, and
to promote public awareness of their
meaning and value. Members re-
ceive newsletters giving information
about lectures and seminars, and
can make use of the centre’s spe-
cialist library of 2,500 volumes.
The newsletter of the Society, De
Numine, provides a forum for the
spread of information, and the ex-
change of ideas.

The Lampeter/Carmarthen
Group attracts members not only
throughout Wales, but also the bor-
ders, with most meetings taking
place at the University of Lampeter
Department of Theology. The Chair
of the Group is Dr. Pat Craig, of
Hope Cove, Druidston, Haverford-
west, SA26 3NE, telephone: 01437
781053, who would be delighted to
hear from you, should you be inter-
ested in becoming a member.

The Religious Experience
Research Centre was founded by Sir
Alister Hardy FRS in 1969. He

TTTTThe he he he he Alister HarAlister HarAlister HarAlister HarAlister Hardddddy Societyy Societyy Societyy Societyy Society
began to put together an Archive,
which now holds around 6,000
accounts of first-hand religious or
spiritual experiences. Findings show
that people reporting these experi-
ences do not necessarily belong to
any particular religious organisation.
For the most part they are from main-
stream society, from a variety of
backgrounds, and more likely to be
above average in emotional stability
and concern for other people. The
Centre is interested in the results of
these experiences, and whether or not
there might be a common core re-
gardless of differences in culture. It
is thought that more than half the
adult population of the British Isles
may have had some kind of spiritual
experience. This may be an aware-
ness of a transcendent presence or
power; a meaningful patterning of
events; extra-sensory perception; a
feeling of guidance or answer to
prayer. Some see a brilliant light;
some feel overwhelming love and
joy, warmth and comfort, or a sense
of oneness and knowledge. These
experiences can give meaning, hope,
strength and purpose and be of im-
mense personal significance, often
altering the course of people’s lives.
The Society studies these phenom-
ena, and seeks to understand their
meaning.

We extend a warm invitation to
readers of Pobl Dewi to join the
Lampeter/Carmarthen Group of the
Alister Hardy Society.

’Ello ’ello wot’s going on ’ere then?

WE NEEDN’T have been in
such a hurry as we could

have waited for further guidance
from the Diocese. However, the en-
ergy and enthusiasm were there so
it seemed a good time to start ad-
dressing our Venturing in Mission
Action Plan. At our Holy Trinity
Church Committee meeting in July
we had begun to realise that this
need not be intimidating – but,
rather, it should be about God lead-
ing us to work in ways that fitted
our character as a church – particu-
larly as some of our new projects
and plans were already starting to
bear fruit.

We had our church Awayday
early in September at Plas Dolau, just
a couple of miles outside Aberyst-
wyth. After opening worship and set-
ting the scene we broke up into sepa-
rate groups with roughly eight peo-
ple in each.  Group leaders had been
primed to lead the discussions and

Preparing for Action
by Ian Aveson

not time to go through every report.
What next? Our committee sec-

retary typed out all the flipchart re-
ports: we now have a complete list
of all the points raised and the Church
committee has had a chance to make
initial responses. Some things have
already been acted on – a prayer and
praise evening and the inclusion, in
the weekly news sheet, of short notes
relating to decisions taken at com-
mittee meetings are two examples.
The working party will go through
the suggestions and classify them
along the lines of “Should do – could
do – fine if somebody wants to do it
– not for us now.” The Church Com-
mittee will then review it and we trust
that the final list with give us a clear
direction for our part in Venturing in
Mission.

For me, the best comment of
the day was “It’s amazing to be in
a church where you are asked what
you think!” We believe that the
Holy Spirit is at work in the
Church, and so we should expect
Him to guide us as we share our
thinking together.

each group was allocated about
twenty to thirty minutes to consider
the five headings of the Action Plan:
a Worshipping Church, an Evange-
lising Church, a Co-operating
Church, a Collaborating Church and
a Serving Church. The working party
that planned the day had already
listed some questions under each
heading – for example, we wanted
suggestions on how to improve our
monthly family service – but groups
were free to consider or discuss
whatever aspect they wished.

One of our ground rules was that
“neither attending nor contributing to
the day commits anyone to anything.”
This meant that people were free to
come up with suggestions in the
knowledge that they would not be
forced into doing something at a later
date. Scribes filled flipchart sheets
for each group. After lunch we re-
viewed the suggestions on ‘A Wor-
shipping Church’ together: there was

So, you think you know all about me!
You read about it in the newspapers.
You gossiped about me in the town.
You made up the parts you didn’t
know.
I was judged and condemned –
Long before the court found I had
no case to answer.
I thought my nightmare was over
And then I made a dreadful mistake
I dared to go into your church.
I thought I would find kindness and
understanding
The very things I needed.
Most of you just didn’t look at me.
Some of you looked and turned away.
I felt uncomfortable before you even
uttered a word.
Your conversations stopped or
changed as I approached.
Prejudice clouded your views.

So, you think you know all about me!
A reflection on another’s pain

You sat away from me . . .
Too far to share the peace!
Others who didn’t know me arrived
Within weeks you made sure they
heard the gossip
And they began to look at their shoes
too.
I know how the Pharisees treated the
friends of Jesus now.
The Bible teaches of repentance,
forgiveness and acceptance
but what about your Church – do you
really care?
And I mean you, reading this,
You who sit in the pew.
I f  your  Church  was  a  shop ,
I wouldn’t buy there
But this is the house of God – the
body of Christ
And it is my church too.
And I need God just as much as you.

If you treat me, an innocent victim
like this then
What about those who do commit
crimes and are repentant?
Christ calls us all and Jesus said:
“Those who are well have no need
of a physician,
but those who are sick;
I have come to call not the righteous
but sinners to repentance.”
I know it is difficult and fear makes
us suspicious . . .
But you really don’t know me at all!
Please pray for my healing
And for your own
That as a Church we may wake up
to the challenge
To welcome and accept all
And live out the gospel with
honesty. – Heather Cale

Venturing
with animals

The people of St. John’s Church, Pembroke Dock, extended the scope of venturing last month
by holding an Animal Service. Posters for the service announced that “well-trained humans
are also welcome”, and, although there were indeed plenty of humans present, the service
was attended by a wide variety of God’s creatures. And there was serious point to the service
– the pets brought to church a number of new humans – real venturing was taking place, and
there was a clear sense in St. John’s that day of being truly a holy cat-o-lick church.
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WHAT d’you think of the show
so far? That’s the question the

BBC put to a public meeting in
Carmarthen – and got some surpris-
ing answers.

Some 55 people gathered in St
Peter’s Civic Hall to watch a compi-
lation video of some of BBC Wales’
offerings on television, and hear how
Radio Wales and Radio Cymru
aimed to reflect the life of Welsh peo-
ple at both national and local level.

The exercise in ‘getting close to
you’ was part of a two-month project
during which the good people of
Carmarthen have the chance to meet
the Daleks, practise reading the news
and weather, and even audition for a
part on the BBC’s longest-running
soap opera, Pobl y Cwm.

Meanwhile, programmes such as
Good Morning Wales, Post Cyntaf,
the Look up your Genes Roadshow
and a whole host of favourites old
and new are being broadcast from
Carmarthen, some from the new stu-
dio in Market Square. That’s where
personalities Nicola Heywood
Thomas, Grav, Hywel a Nia, Jamie
Owen and Roy Noble could be seen
doing their thing, while the BBC
Wales bus toured the surrounding
area.

Wonderful invention
The public meeting gave listeners
and viewers a chance to quiz senior
BBC Wales staff and to put their
views to members of the Broadcast-
ing Council for Wales – among them
Bishop Carl of St Davids. He quoted
Sir David Frost’s definition of the
Corporation as ‘a wonderful inven-
tion which enables us to be enter-
tained in our living rooms by people
we wouldn’t want in our homes’, and
said the Council’s job was to advise
the BBC in Wales, enhancing ac-
countability and listening to grass-
roots opinion.

Karl Davies, Secretary of BBC
Wales, said the Corporation’s aim
was to connect with its audiences and
produce high-quality programmes –
such as the new Dr Who, written,
produced and filmed in Wales. The
Head of English Language Pro-
grammes in Wales, Clare Hudson,
revealed that a second series is due
to go out next spring, and went on to
list an impressive tally of contribu-
tions from Wales to the UK networks

Could Wales soon be enjoying truly local television
programmes? Will the transmogrified Dr Who be
back to defend our hills and valleys? Jonathan
Copus has been finding out.

‘SHOW us yer pants, then!’ That’s
the unlikely cry heard in the
Maenclochog, Llandissilio and
Mynachlogddu area in recent weeks.

The preferred response was not
to call for the police but to drop your
waistband just enough to reveal a pair
of stylish briefs bearing the name
Preseli FM – West Wales’ newest
community radio station.

The brainchild of Huw George,
Minister of Blaenconin Chapel in
Llandissilio, the station set up shop
in the chapel’s vestry, with one on-
air studio and another for pre-record-
ing and editing. Passers-by were en-
couraged to drop in and air their
views and experiences – and collect
a set of the infamous underwear dur-
ing their ‘brief’ visit.

Preseli FM’s avowedly Christian
sub-text was deliberately kept low-
key, although the Bible readings
which punctuated the sometimes re-
lentless pop music were a bit of a
giveaway.

Largely through the efforts of the
Diocesan Communications Team,
the Church in Wales was well repre-
sented: the Bishop spoke passion-
ately about Venturing in Mission. The
Revd Kingsley Taylor popped in
from his vicarage down the road to
tell listeners about the joys and chal-
lenges of being a parish priest. Morn-
ing Thoughts on everything from the
anxieties of being a young mum to
world poverty were delivered by the
Revd Mandy Williams-Potter (the
Bishop’s Chaplain and Communica-
tions Officer), the Archdeacon of St
David’s and the Revd Ann Howells,
Vicar of Clydau, Llanfyrnach and
Llanglydwen. She spoke in Welsh,
underlining the station’s bilingual
policy – the main plank of its appli-
cation to the regulator Ofcom to pro-
vide a service in an area where the
existing commercial station broad-
casts exclusively in English. And it
wasn’t just the speech content that
was bilingual: popular and religious

Underwear boosts
Community spirit

songs in Welsh – many of them by
local groups – also flew the flag.
Sports reports, regional paper re-
views and interviews with prominent
members of the community added to
a rounded picture of local life.

Something of a ‘regular’ was the
Revd Anthony Bailey, a retired priest
from Llangolman, who shared some
of the fascinating tales from his books
on the myths, legends and history of
the area.

Preseli FM has attracted atten-
tion throughout the UK and even
worldwide out of all proportion to its
size, with pieces appearing on BBC
News Online, The Independent, Bap-
tist Times, Premier Christian News,
Western Telegraph, Carmarthen
Journal, Tivyside, and Cardi Bach.
Wedi 3, the Welsh language pro-
gramme on S4C, devoted a lengthy
piece to the station’s activities. It has
also been mentioned on at least two
foreign news websites, one in China
and one in Czechoslovakia.

Given that the operation was
manned exclusively by volunteers,
the sound was highly professional,
marked by polished and friendly
presentation and seamless junctions.
Green campaigners were doubtless
delighted by the fact that the trans-
mitter, sited high in the Preseli hills
to achieve maximum coverage, was
mainly powered by sun and wind.
Only occasionally did an ominous
hiss from the loudspeaker make it
seem that the sun had gone down and
the wind dropped.

The hope now is that the prodi-
gious effort poured into the opera-
tion by team members like Chris
Walters, Sarah Fosters and Marc
Tierney will be rewarded by Preseli
having its experimental, month-
long licence converted into a per-
manent one.

– including input from the Cardiff
Newsroom, the largest in the UK
outside London.

Q & A

The question-and-answer session
produced some good-humoured and
largely supportive comments –
though with quite a few complaints.
Why, asked Carmarthen Town
Councillor Mike Elias, was Carmar-
thenshire perceived so much as a
Welsh-speaking community, when
the majority were English speakers?
This question sparked a heated
political debate which chairman
Rhun ap Iorwerth deftly diverted
onto a complaint that Freeview ‘set-
top-box’ owners could only receive
BBC 2W, not regular BBC 2 pro-
grammes. ‘Historical reasons” was
the answer.

Local TV for Wales?
‘If the BBC is so interested in get-
ting close to the community, why
doesn’t it give us truly local radio like
England?’ ‘Radio Cymru does opt in
to various communities,’ replied
Cathryn Allen, Head of Strategic
Development; and Editor of Radio
Wales Julie Barton promised to work
closely with groups setting up com-
munity radio stations, offering train-
ing and even content such as news
feeds and Top 40 lists. And she went
on to unveil plans for a nine-month
experiment in local television in both
languages in the five regions of
Wales, starting in December. If this
is successful, the new services could
be rolled out as early as 2007/8.

Summing up, National Governor
for Wales Professor Merfyn Jones
said one of the main thrusts of the
BBC’s case in the current Charter
Review was to allocate more re-
sources outside London. Wales al-
ready fared better than the North of
England, which currently enjoys only
£7 per head of population compared
with London’s £122. He was confi-
dent, though, that the future would
see this imbalance largely corrected,
and the BBC would invest large
sums in its operation in Wales.

by Jonathan Copus

WITH NUMBERS of listeners
on the increase, we are being

encouraged to think of ways in which
faith-based programmes can be in-
tegrated into radio station schedules
– particularly at local level.

So, when it was decided to
hold a ‘Festival of Praise’ at Holy
Trinity Church, Aberystwyth, on
28 August, we contacted Radio

Venturing on Air
by Tessa Briggs

Ceredigion to see if they would be
interested in broadcasting the
service.

The introductory letter included
as much information as was avail-
able at the time and the unlikely-
named ‘Bodyshaker’ called by re-
turn to say that they would, indeed,
like to record the service, for trans-
mission on 18 September. At that

stage, Radio Ceredigion merely
asked for an advance copy of the
order of service as soon as it was
available and access to the church
approximately 2 hours beforehand
to set up their sound equipment.

Focused

In the run-up we were able to ad-
vertise the fact that Radio
Ceredigion would be recording the
service and our committee focused
on timings to try and ensure we did
not run over one hour. Participants
were also briefed to be in their
places, ready to begin, before the
end of the preceding item so that
there were no lengthy pauses or
awkward silences. Hymns and
readings were fairly easy to time
but our interviewer had the more
difficult task of trying to keep his
three interviews within the four-
minute parameter. This was, ulti-
mately, achieved with remarkable
accuracy.

On schedule on 28 August at 4
pm, Bodyshaker arrived to set up
his recording equipment. He ran
sound tests during the pre-service
rehearsals for choir and partici-
pants, which was all done without

fuss and without intrusion into the
flurry of preparation and organisa-
tion.

Afterwards, as he was leaving,
Bodyshaker advised that, whilst
there is always some editing to be
done, this time there would be very
little and this proved to be the case
when the service was aired. An
added bonus is that we have now
forged links with the local radio sta-
tion and they have confirmed they
would be pleased to hear from us
again in relation to future services/
events. Furthermore, our church
and the Festival of Praise were
promoted, on air, by the radio

station in the run-up to the broad-
cast and many of the 200 people
who were part of the congregation,
plus their friends and families,
tuned in to listen.

Radio Ceredigion will be
pleased to hear from any churches
in the county who think they are
holding a service/event which may
be of interest to listeners:

Radio Ceredigion,
The Old Welsh School,
Alexandra Road,
Aberystwyth, SY23 1LK.

Tel: 01970 627999

Preseli FM’s Huw George
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IT’S NOT every day you get asked to compete in a race to the
Magnetic North Pole, and I had no hesitation in agreeing to

take part in the 2005 Polar Challenge. I met my team mates Sam
and Felicity whilst working for the British Schools Exploring
Society and I knew it wouldn’t be long before an adventure such
as this would come to tempt us. My family weren’t really sur-
prised at my decision to enter; having been born in a blizzard I
think I’ve always been destined to enjoy polar environments, but
the reaction from others was quite different – they thought we
were mad, stupid and some people even laughed in our faces.

Polar Challenge 2005
by Tori James

Tori was born and brought up in Pembrokeshire and was
baptized and confirmed at St Mary’s Church, Wiston where
she was an active member of the Church Choir for over
10 years. Tori currently works as Office Manager at BSES
Expeditions and is based at the Royal Geographical Society
in London. She competed in a race to the North Pole, as a
member of the three-woman “Pink Lady ® PoleCats” team

The Polar Challenge is an
annual 360-mile race in the Cana-
dian Arctic, to the Magnetic North
Pole. In the 24-hour daylight,
teams of three race against each
other on skis over frozen sea ice,
dragging all their supplies behind
them, enduring temperatures as
low as –40°C and facing up to the
ever constant threat of Polar
bears. There was every incentive
to enter this race because no all-
female team had ever completed
it and we were determined to be
the first.

Endurance
Our 10 months of preparation con-
sisted of raising the £40,000 re-
quired to take part in the race as well
as focussing on a demanding and
rigorous fitness-training pro-
gramme. None of us had ever taken

part in an endurance event of this
kind before and I couldn’t even ski!

At only 5 weeks to go until de-
parture and after several financial
setbacks, we had a lucky break and
secured the support of Pink Ladyâ
Apples who became our title
sponsor.

The race began on 23rd April
2005, with all 16 teams having al-
ready walked over 50 nautical miles
to reach the start line. We had be-
come accustomed to the cold tem-
peratures, avoided frost-bite and
were confident that we could look
after ourselves in this extreme en-
vironment but could we face up to
the demands of the race?

The landscape was clean and
beautiful, with so many different
types of ice and formations of
wind-blown snow. Clear blue

skies enabled us to cover a con-
siderable amount of ground using
a GPS as our navigation system.
We would walk in single file for a
minimum of 12 hours each day,
stopping for only 5 minutes every
90 minutes to re-hydrate, nibble an
energy bar and go to the toilet. It
was too cold to stop for any longer.
Food had to be kept in pockets
close to our body so that it didn’t
freeze and our water had to be
kept in vacuum flasks. We would
spend up to 3 hours in the tent
each night melting snow to drink
the following day.

We had to be constantly alert for
Polar bears and would check over

TO CELEBRATE the 125th anni-
versary of the consecration of St

John’s Church, Penrhyncoch, in
2006, the PCC has commissioned a
Parish Painting by internationally
known artist Margaret Jones, who
lives in Capel Bangor. In the paint-
ing the artist has depicted the village
from Roman times through the vari-
ous periods including the time of
Dafydd ap Gwilym the 14th century
poet who lived in the Parish, the era
of lead and silver mining with the de-
velopments of Sir Hugh Myddleton
and Lewis Morris, the building of
Gogerddan Mansion and the Church,
and so on to the establishment of the
Grasslands Research Station after the
second world war.

The church is delighted with the
work and is offering prints for sale
to defray costs and raise money for
church maintenance. The original
will eventually hang in St John’s to
be “unveiled” by the Bishop when
he visits at Pentecost next year.

– Glyn Collins

PCPCPCPCPC
commissionscommissionscommissionscommissionscommissions

paintingpaintingpaintingpaintingpainting
bbbbby Margarety Margarety Margarety Margarety Margaret

JonesJonesJonesJonesJones

teams. We skied for 18 hours,
stopped for 3 hours in the tent, then
continued for a further 19 hours to
the Magnetic North Pole and on to
the finish, securing 6th place and
beating several male teams on the
way. It was sheer relief when we
crossed the finish line! We’d done
it in 13 days – we were the first ever
all-female team to complete the race
and had secured over £20,000 for
our two charities, Breakthrough
Breast Cancer and the British
Schools Exploring Society.

For more information or to
request a talk please visit
www.pinkladypolecats.com

‘Llaeth’, nid ‘llefrith’; ‘crwt’, nid
‘hogyn’; ‘allwedd’, nid ‘goriad’!
Dyna i chi rai o’r newidiadau
ieithyddol mae’n rhaid i mi eu cofio
wrth ddychwelyd i’r de ar ôl dros
saith mlynedd yn gweinidogaethu
yn Esgobaeth Bangor. Er ein bod ni
fel teulu yn dal i hiraethu am Ben
Llwn a’i bobl, braf yw cael bod yn
agos i’n gwreiddiau teuluol yn Sir
Gâr, Sir Benfro a Cheredigion.
Braf hefyd yw bod mewn cyd-
destun creadigol a chyffrous fel
Coleg y Drindod lle y clywir y
Gymraeg yn hollol naturiol ar
wefusau nifer o’r staff a myfyrwyr
a lle y dethlir ein diwylliant
godidog ochr yn ochr â chyfoeth yr
holl genhedloedd a gynrychiolir
yma.

Mae dechrau ar fy ngwaith fel
Caplan Coleg y Drindod wedi bod
beth mae’r Saeson yn ei alw’n
‘steep learning curve’ gydag
ambell her ymarferol fel sut i ddod
o hyd i bethau angenrheidiol fel
cyfrifiadur a pholyn hir i agor
ffenestri uchel fy swyddfa! Ond
llawer mwy na hynny, mae’n gyfle
i ymdrochi ym mywyd y Coleg yn
ei amrywiaeth wefreiddiol – celf,
cerddoriaeth, drama, y cyfryngau,
addysgu a mwy – pethau mae’r
Eglwys wedi eu defnyddio’n
helaeth iawn dros y canrifoedd

maith. Un her i mi fel offeiriad a
bugail yma ydy gofyn sut fedr y
Gaplaniaeth ddefnyddio’r doniau
arbennig hyn er mwyn cyhoeddi a
dathlu Efengyl Crist ym mysg rhai
sydd heb unrhyw gysylltiad
ystyrlon â’r Eglwys. Buaswn yn
falch iawn o glywed eich syniadau!

Fodd bynnag, ‘does dim
synnwyr i hyn i gyd heb bobl! Dyna
pam y mae hi mor bwysig i mi
ddod i adnabod cymaint o’r staff
a’r myfyrwyr ag y medraf yn ystod
y misoedd cynnar cyn hyd yn oed
meddwl am lansio unrhyw
strategaethau uchelgeisiol. I bawb
ohonom, trwy gysylltiad personol y
daw cariad Crist yn fyw ac yn
amlwg. Gan fod Coleg y Drindod
wedi cynyddu 85% ers 2000, gyda
rhyw 2,500 o fyfyrwyr erbyn hyn,
ac yn dal i weithio’n effeithiol i
ehangu mynediad i Addysg Uwch,
mae gen i ddigon o waith yn fy
nisgwyl!

Gyda’r holl gyfleoedd mae cyd-
destun egnïol fel hyn yn cynnig,
mae angen gofod sanctaidd i
ymdawelu ym mhresenoldeb Duw
a derbyn y gras a’r gallu i
weinidogaethu’n effeithiol. Dyna
pam yr wyf wedi penderfynu rhoi
sylw arbennig ar y cychwyn i
ddatblygu’n bellach rhythm
rheolaidd o weddi a mawl yn y

Capel. Y nod, trwy ras Duw, ydy
creu cymuned ewcaristaidd wrth
galon y Coleg sy’n rhoi maeth
ysbrydol i fyfyrwyr a staff ynghyd
wrth iddynt gyfarfod y Crist byw
mewn Gair a Sacrament. O’n
cymundeb y daw cymdeithas – ac
o’r canolbwynt hwn y llifa’r gwaith
o efengylu, gwasanaethu, gofalu a
mentro mewn cenhadaeth.

Mae Coleg y Drindod yn
ymfalchïo yn ei statws arbennig fel
yr unig coleg eglwysig yng

Nghymru ac yn awyddus iawn i
fod yn adnodd addysg unigryw a
gwerthfawr i’r Esgobaeth a’r
Dalaith. Gall gynnig arbenigedd a
fydd yn cefnogi mentrau cyffrous
fel Plant Dewi a’r canolfannau
teulu neu drwy ddarparu
hyfforddiant priodol ar gyfer
eglwysi lleol wrth iddynt
ddatblygu gweinidogaeth o
ansawdd uchel i blant neu
ieuenctid. Mae croeso i chi
gysylltu os oes ydych chi’n credu
y gall y Coleg gynnig mewnbwn
gwerthfawr gydag unrhyw
agweddau penodol o’ch
cenhadaeth a’ch gweinidogaeth.

Cer i’r Coleg! Dere i’r Drindod!
gan Ainsley Griffiths

Rev Ainsley Griffiths, who was recently installed chaplain
of Trinity College Carmarthen and diocsean ministerial
education coordinator, with the Principal of the college,
Dr Medwin Hughes.
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our shoulders every couple of min-
utes. I thought that worrying about
bears at night whilst in our tent
would affect our sleep, but we were
simply too tired to worry, and slept
with whistles, flares and the shot-
gun close to hand in case of such a
visit. We spotted a bear on our sec-
ond day but fortunately for us
‘PoleCat’ wasn’t on the menu!

Towards the end of the race we
were falling asleep on our skis. The
weather had deteriorated and visibil-
ity was poor. The conditions made
you feel claustrophobic and lose
concentration but we decided to
make a final push for the finish line
and try to overtake some of the other
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Plant a phobl ifanc Chernobyl

IN OCTOBER 2002 I had the
privilege of travelling to Uganda

as part of a group from Bangor
Diocese. We visited two Church of
Uganda dioceses: Lango in the North
and Kigezi in the South West. Our
aim was to strengthen the links which
already existed between our
churches, and to show our love and
concern for our brothers and sisters.
Some members of the group had
been to Lango Diocese before, and
were involved with a project to

support orphans and offer them
education and training. Following
our visit a link between the dioceses
of Bangor and Lango was set up,
when the Bishop of Lango, the Rt.
Revd. John Charles Odurkami
visited Bangor Diocese. Several
parishes have already linked with
parishes in Lango diocese, and
another visit to Uganda from Bangor
is planned for the end of this year.

My connection with Uganda
began when I was training for

STRANGE things are happening
in some Carmarthen schools,

children are giving up play time to
learn about God. It may sound ex-
traordinary, but 10 and 11 year old
school children want to learn more
about God, Jesus Christ and to de-
velop their faith.

The Scripture Union based club
is called Y-God and the material used
is usually from the Scripture Union,
Y-God course for children. It is now
highly successful in two schools in
the Carmarthen area.

Y-God first began in this diocese
in September 2003 in the Model
School. The results were amazing
with numbers of up to 25 children.
The Club is restricted to years 5 &
6. Then in September 2004 the idea
was repeated in the primary school
in Johnstown, with the same amaz-
ing response.

Y-God is an idea born in an ecu-
menical setting in Scotland. It was
originally envisaged that these chil-
dren’s fellowship groups should run
for two or three years and then be
followed up in senior school. The
aim: to have a number of children
who will become the foundation on
which to build, but that is in the
future.

Y-God has been running on £100
per year plus a wing and a prayer for
the past two years, so development
has been hard. For this reason Plant
Dewi is now developing the concept
of Y-God into a project.

It is not run for the purpose of
increasing numbers on pews but to
plant the seeds of faith in children

To Lango with love . . .
by Ann Howells

ministry at St Michael’s College,
Llandaff. The college had a link with
Bishop Tucker Theological College
(now Uganda Christian University),
and several students came over from
Uganda to study with us. Amongst
them was the Rev. George Katwesigye,
who has since become the Bishop of
Kigezi Diocese. My first visit to
Uganda was in January 1998 when I
attended his consecration service
with the Revd. Philip Johnes and his
wife Gill. We were given a tremen-
dous welcome everywhere we went,
and made lasting friendships. We
experienced the joy and vibrancy of
the Ugandan Church. Ugandan

Christians certainly know how to
celebrate their faith and love singing
and dancing.

I have been back to Kigezi Dio-
cese several times since. My former
parish in Bangor Diocese formed a
link with the parish of Ibumba, and
raised money to help build a new
church (the existing one was too
small). During one of our visits Euryl
and I baptised 45 children in 3 days!
One of the children I baptised was
Mair, the daughter of the pastor of
Ibumba, the Rev. Winston Christmas
Mufumu. He invited my parishion-
ers to choose a name, so we named
her after our church. When I last vis-

ited Uganda I was thrilled to see her
again.

Visiting Christians in another
country has given me a different per-
spective on life, and helped me on
my own faith journey. We have so
much to learn from our brothers and
sisters, and they appreciate the love
and concern we show to them. I am
planning another visit to Kigezi Dio-
cese some time next year. If you
would be interested in coming with
me (I can thoroughly recommend the
experience), or if you would like to
know more about it please contact
me on 01239 832050 (office) or
01994 484335 (home).

who otherwise would not know the
love of God. Any increase in num-
bers in churches is a bonus not the
aim.

People talk of the lost generations
of the church; generations that have
been and are currently being brought
up with little or no knowledge of the
Christian faith. But the church can
no longer just sit and complain. What
is needed is for Christians to go out
and teach the basics of the Christian
faith to children; to plant the seed. If
a child does not have any understand-
ing of faith, it is harder to turn to
Christ.

The work at this level is stimu-
lating and rewarding in a way you
can never imagine. So think . . . could
you plant the seeds of faith in your
area?

Contact Vicky at Plant Dewi, 3
Red Street, Carmarthen, or Jane,
Curate of St David’s & Christ
Church, Carmarthen, for further
information.

WHAT an honour it was to
welcome Mrs Hyacinth

Bucket to Llanddarog Vicarage on
Friday, 30th September! Resplend-
ent in a striking floral hat, she opened
the annual coffee morning in support
of the Macmillan Nurses Appeal with
all the finesse and charm that comes
so naturally to this pillar of suburban
respectability. Having arrived in good
time, Mrs Bucket, or “Madam
Fwced”, as one wag called her, en-
tertained us all morning. Even Ra-
dio Cymru just couldn’t pull the plug
on her as she addressed the nation in
full throttle.

Later, guests at the highly suc-
cessful coffee morning organised by
the parishes of Llanarthne and
Llanddarog, were able to meet the
person behind the character. Anwen
Coffey, originally from Carmarthen
and now a professional actress liv-
ing in Cardiff, was a totally credible
Hyancinth. We roared with laughter
as she berated her hapless husband
Richard (Patrick in real life) and ban-

What on earth is Y-God?

tered with the Vicar. Cakes and
Christmas cards sold all the more
readily as Hyacinth encouraged us all
to part with our cash. Last year’s
event raised well nigh on £1,000 for
the local Macmillan committee, and
this year again we look likely to

Coffee by the Bucket!
by Hywel Davies

achieve a similar amount. Many
thanks to all who helped prepare and
clean up afterwards. After all, one
just couldn’t expect Hyacinth to don
rubber gloves that didn’t match her
hat.

WHAT goes on in other
parishes? Have they got good

ideas to share? Have you? In the
Real Life page in the Church Times
I try to reflect Anglican church life
in all its variety all over the UK. But
I am entirely dependent on people
sending me their news by email,
letter or press release, either direct
to me, or to the Church Times office.

I am always on the look out for
parishes – or dioceses – that have a
good idea, whether to get more
people involved in the church, to
attract the children, an original way
to raise funds, or simply good local
church news. I also like quirky
stories that people enjoy reading.
A lot of Anglican clergy are
extraordinarily inventive….

The Church Times comes out every
Friday, and the Real Life page is not
for advertising your forthcoming
events; stories are more interesting
when they are about something that
has already happened, or is part of
your ongoing life. And, because I
don’t get many stories from Wales,
I particularly look out for them. Do
let me know when you do something
a bit out of the ordinary. What I like
best is to have all the facts by email,
with a telephone number to enable

me to come back to you and ask for
more details. And of course I like
colour photographs, also by email
if possible, to
 margaret.duggan.t21@btinternet.com

If you don’t have email, then
write to me at the

Church Times,
33 Upper Street,
London N1 0PN.

I look forward to hearing from
you.

The Church Times
by Margaret Duggan

AROrffennaf 1af eleni glaniodd
grwp o ddeuddeg o bobl ifanc

o wlad Belarus ym maes-awyr
Gatwick yn barod am wyliau yn
ne-orllewin Cymru. Roeddent ar eu
ffordd i ysgol y Fenhines Elisabeth
Cambria, Caerfyrddin am fis o
wyliau, pob un ohonynt yn dioddef
o gancr oherwydd yr hyn
ddigwyddodd yn atomfa Chernobyl
yn 1986. Gyda nhw roedd Oksana,
y cyfieithydd, a oedd yn gwneud
hyn fel gwaith gwirfoddol i elusen
‘Children in Trouble’. Roedd yn
gyfle i hithau hefyd ymadael â
gwlad Belarus dros dro a mwynhau
bwyd ac awyr iach Cymru fach.

Dyma’r pumed tro i Ysgol

Cambria groesawu grwp o’r fath.
Daeth y grwp cyntaf yma yn 2000.
Mae treulio mis oddi cartref yn
gallu ychwanegu dwy flynedd at eu
bywydau, yn ôl arbenigwyr. Taith
hir yw hi lawr yr M4, a da oedd
cyrraedd Caerfyrddin a chyfarfod
â’r teuluoedd oedd wedi cytuno
agor eu drysau a‘u calonau i‘r
grwp.

Yn ystod y mis teithiodd y
grwp o gwmpas yr hen Ddyfed yn
ymweld â chestyll, trefi glan môr,
yr Ardd Fotaneg a llu o leoedd
diddorol. Profiad cyffrous oedd
cael gweld y môr mor agos, a
hynny am y tro cyntaf i nifer
ohonynt. Diwrnod bythgofiadwy
oedd y daith i Ynys Byr a rhyfeddu
at y golygfeydd godidog y byddwn
ni yn eu cymryd mor gyniataol.
Cafwyd cyfle hefyd i ddysgu tipyn
am ddiwylliant Cymru a mentro ar

gan Jean Voyle Williams

ddawnsio gwerin yng nghwmni
Dawnswyr Llanarthne.  Bu
parodrwydd gwahanol fudiadau,
busnesau ac unigolion i helpu yn
rhyfeddol.

Dysgais dipyn wrth fod yng
nghwmni pobl ifanc Belarus ac
wrth groesawu Oksana i’n cartref.
Er cyn lleied eu heiddo, maent yn
gyfoethog eu llawenydd a’u
diolchgarwch. Braint oedd cael bod
yn eu cwmni a chael chwarae rhan
fechan yn eu bywydau. Diolch i
bawb a gyfranodd mewn unrhyw
fodd at lwyddiant y fenter.

The above is an account
of the visit of 12 Belarus
students to Queen Eliza-
beth Cambria School,
Carmarthen and their ex-
periences during their
month’s stay.

by Vicky Thomas
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The Church in the Pembrokeshire County Show
by Nan Warlow

WE ALL remember the nursery
rhyme and on July 21st I felt

rather like the pussy cat, having had
the privilege to be invited to a Royal
Garden Party at Buckingham
Palace. I had been nominated as one
of the six members of the Mothers’
Union to receive an invitation and
there was great excitement as we all
got dressed up.

Leaving Mary Sumner House
(headquarters of the Mothers’ Union)
we hailed a taxi to take us to Buck-
ingham Palace. After tight security
checks we entered the quadrangle to
the main entrance, through the hall-
ways and out into the sunshine on the
back lawns. We watched the other
guests arriving in beautiful dresses,
morning suits and magnificent na-
tional costumes.

The Yeomen of the Guard then
made way for the Royal party - the
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh,
the Princess Royal and Prince
Edward, with Princess Alexandra
and the Duke of Kent – who were

Garden Party
by Gwendoline James

“Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat,
where have you been?”

“I’ve been to London
to see the Queen.”

introduced to those who had been
specifically chosen to be presented
to them.

We then went to the tent for a
sumptuous tea, with sandwiches and
cakes of all descriptions; it was warm
and I thoroughly enjoyed my cool
lemonade. We walked around the 40
acre grounds, and listened to the
bands playing but all too soon we
heard the National Anthem and it was
time to go.

We made our way slowly
through the palace rooms, looking
at the beautiful paintings and furni-
ture. The guardsmen were chang-
ing duty and I stood and looked at
the Palace storing up the wonderful
memories I would have of this day.

EARLIER this year, the Office of
National Statistics reported that

over half of all UK households had
an internet connection, compared
with 9% in 1998. Figures in Wales
reveal that nearly 20% of us use the
internet “most days” and that
broadband take-up in Wales jumped
by 10% between March 2004 and
March 2005.

As the Archbishop reminded the
recent Governing Body meeting,
“we need to communicate this good
news that we have of God’s love”.
Communicating this love in today’s
world gives us little excuse for
ignoring the world of the internet,
where so many people search for
answers and information.

We do, however, have a prob-
lem – we are now some distance
from the so-called dot.com boom
that saw an enormous rise in the
development and use of internet
sites around the millennium. Along
with many other organisations, our
sites date from this period. Despite

A New Website for St Davids
by Matt Knight

the considerable work that goes into
maintaining them, they are now
showing their age.

As such, I’m delighted that the
Communication Group in St Davids
diocese have asked me to assist
them in creating a new website for
the diocese of St Davids. The Bench
of Bishops have also recently agreed
that a redesign of the provincial
Church in Wales website
www.churchinwales.org.uk can take
place.

Development
The most important part of any
website development is taking time
to ensure that the content of the new
site is as easy to access as possible.
The group will therefore be taking
some time to make sure that the new
St Davids site will prove reliable,
easy to use, informative and attrac-
tive.

Many websites inadvertently
stop some people from using them.
This can be for a number of reasons
– whether by failing to provide a site

that will run on older computers, fail-
ing to allow users to access informa-
tion in Welsh as well as English, or
not being set up to allow those with
visual impairments to view them. It
will be a priority for the new site
that, where possible, we avoid these
problems.

We’re only just beginning this
process, so if you have any ideas or
suggestions for a new St Davids
website, then now is the time to send
them to the Communication Group,
care of the chair, the Ven. John
Holdsworth, St Davids Diocesan
Office, Abergwili, Carmarthen
SA31 2JG or email to
archdeaconjohn@yahoo.co.uk

Matt Knight is the Church in Wales Creative Resources Officer. He is responsible
for looking after the Church in Wales website and for acting as a resource for
Dioceses and Parishes. He can be contacted at webmaster@churchinwales.org.uk

THE Church’s involvement with
the annual Pembrokeshire

County Show at Withybush began
with the special service held this year
in the President’s Pavilion on the
Sunday Evening, which it was my
privilege to have been invited to at-
tend by the show President, Mr Brian
Llewellyn. Also present were offic-
ers of the Pembrokeshire Agricul-
tural Society, local dignitaries, rep-
resentatives of exhibitors and organ-
isers from all sections of the show,
friends, neighbours and guests.

The service was arranged and
conducted by Canon Geoffrey
Gwyther, Rector of Prendergast and
Rudbaxton, in whose parish the show
ground is situated. It was an oppor-
tunity to give thanks and to pray for
the special needs of the rural com-
munities in this time of change and
stress in agriculture.

The guest preacher, Revd. Eileen
Davies, Rural Advisor for the Dio-
cese based her address on the text,
“One sows and another reaps”, tak-
ing in all the current issues and prob-
lems, and demonstrating the contin-
ued presence of the Lord in His
world, troubled as it is, as well as
outlining her role as Rural Advisor.

This spirit was continued in the

Church tent over the three days of the
show. This year it was under new
management in the hands of Rev
Michael Rowlands.  The cheerful in-
formal welcome which has been the
hallmark in recent years continued,
with Michael,  assisted by Mothers’
Union members and friends serving
Fair Trade tea and coffee to grateful
guests, who were glad to relax and
sit down for a while, away from the
hectic crowds attending the show.

Many other church organisations
were also represented in the tent, of-
fering good humoured fellowship to
welcome visitors. These included
Plant Dewi, ensuring the children
were entertained; Christian Connec-
tions with a wonderful stall selling
nativity models, a wide selection of
books etc.; the charity ‘Send-a-
Cow’; and a beautifully decorated
Fair Trade stall.

The Mothers’ Union also had a
sales stall with a wide variety of
cards, stationery and goods and they
also staged a prayer corner where
people could write in items for inter-
cessions which could be included in
the prayers at the daily Eucharist,
when the busy comings and goings
gave way to a time of quiet contem-
plation, prayer and worship.

The Revd Michael Rowlands, the Communication Team Event Organiser, takes a welcome break

Celebrating Broadcasting
MORE churches in the diocese

are involved in broadcasting
initiatives now than at any time in the
past. The success of local radio sta-
tions such  Radio Pembrokeshire; the
community-based initiatives of the
BBC such as the recent one in
Carmarthen,  and the extension of
temporary licences such as that at

Radio Preseli have all kept churches
busy over the past few weeks.

Two Celebration services were
recently recorded at Steynton
Church, for BBC Radio Wales.

The services were planned to be
broadcast at Harvest Festival (the
first Sunday in October in the BBC
calendar), and on Remembrance

Sunday, November 13. Designing
appropriate services gave an oppor-
tunity to involve some local organi-
zations, to celebrate some of the best
things about  worship in the church,
and to think creatively about how to
give these services a sense of place.

The Harvest service included a
commissioned piece sung by the
Tiers Cross Young Farmers, some of
whose members are a regular part
of the congregation. A lesson was

read by one of them, Non Thorne,
Pembrokeshire Junior Young Farmer
of the Year. The other lesson was
read by congregation member
Shirley Johns, the first woman
president of the Pembrokeshire
Agricultural Society. Members of the
Johnston Brass Band, some of whom
are also church members, helped ac-
company the singing. The Remem-
brance Service included a special
brass band arrangement of the last

post, against a background of ‘Now
the Day is Over’. Prayers for peace
were read by young people. Other
parts were taken by the ministry team
at the church. Church members have
a new sense of pride in what their
church can do, and a new awareness
of the quality thresholds which
inform the BBC’s work in this area,
and which have something to say to
churches too.

Copy date
 for the next issue

is
February 24
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WORDS of wisdom are like the
stick a farmer uses to make

animals move. These sayings come
from God, our only shepherd, and
they are like nails that fasten things
together. Ecclesiastes 12:11 (CEV)

About six years ago, I first con-
sidered the possibility that God was
calling me to ordained ministry in the
Church in Wales. Those six years
could easily have been a roller coaster
of emotions, stresses and strains, but
they were not. Instead, as I look back
on them, there is a clear trend of God
putting wise, kind and encouraging
people in my path at regular inter-
vals. Sometimes they provided a
much needed prod to help me take
another step, other times they held
me back from getting ahead of my-
self when it all might have fallen
apart!

Initially, friends at church in Ab-
erystwyth where I was a student and
at home in Gloucester gave gener-
ously of their time to listen and pray
– and wonder what God would be
able to make of me! Regular Rec-
tory sandwich lunches with others
considering a similar vocation were
a good opportunity to consider what
‘ordained ministry’ might actually

Views of an ordinand
by Richard Wood

mean. Apparently, there is work to
do in the week, too!

My trail of counsellors contin-
ued throughout the formal selection
process, and I am hugely grateful
to Canon Aled Griffiths (the War-
den of Ordinands) for his support
and advice throughout this time.
There was a lot to think about and
attempt to understand concerning
vocation and ministry, from a vari-
ety of viewpoints, and several prac-
tical implications to consider as
well. Eventually, I felt appropriately

prepared for the Diocesan Selection
Panel in Abergwili, and then the
Provincial Selection Conference in
the grounds of Chester Cathedral.

Neither stages of the process
were as harrowing an experience as
I was anticipating! Both groups of
selectors were keen to get to know
me as well as the time allowed, so
that they could prayerfully consider
my vocation in as informed a way as
possible. My resultant recommenda-
tion for training was very encourag-
ing as well.

So now, I find myself as a fresh-
faced(!) new student at St. Michael’s
Theological College in Llandaff,
Cardiff, with three years of training
ahead of me. My wife, Naomi, and I
moved at the start of September, and
have already been warmly (and re-
peatedly!) welcomed to the commu-
nity here. As the work begins, I am
confident that I have just met another
group of people ready to speak God’s
wisdom, kindness and encourage-
ment into my life.

My child, I warn you to stay
away from any teachings except
these. There is no end to books, and
too much study will wear you out.
(v. 12!)

Richard Wood

Dennis Baxter
“I AM SO PROUD,” said the Rev-
erend Dennis Baxter, when we found
him in his parish, of service in the
Rectorial Benefice of Tenby.

“I was not brought up in the
church, in fact the complete oppo-
site was true – my family were com-
pletely unchurched, in fact until I was

twenty one years old and moved to
Wales, the only time I had been in a
church was for a cousin’s wedding,
and that we could not avoid.”

Dennis told us during the inter-
view that his Dad was very proud of
him at his ordination on the 25th
June. “I saw my Dad taking com-
munion.” He told us excitedly, “I
thought I would never see that hap-
pen although I had prayed about that
for a long time.”   Dennis told us that
he was over the moon with how the
service in the Cathedral went. Hav-
ing his wife Jennifer, and his five
grown up children, Andrew, Mat-
thew, Rebecca, Maria, and Leah, all
at the service, made him really proud.
He would like to say a big thank-you
to all friends, who came from many
places, to celebrate with him.

“I started attending church after
an experience of God in my caravan
in Llandissilio,” explained Dennis,
“So I feel very much that I was born
in Barking, England naturally, but I
am a born again Welshman, which
is why I choose to serve the Church

Ordinands

Lynn Chambers

THE Revd Lynn Chambers is the
newly ordained NSM curate in the
parish of St Peter’s, Carmarthen and
also Diocesan Children’s officer.
Lynn and her husband Mike live at
Bromihangel, Gwernogle where
they open their home as a retreat
house for quiet days and retreats.
Already, Lynn has been well re-
ceived by the people of St Peter’s
and St John’s and having spoken to
her recently she too seems to be set-

tling into her new role. “Everything
is going really well and I am very
much enjoying being Curate at St
Peter’s. I was concerned before or-
dination that the collar may get in
the way, but the opposite has hap-
pened. I have had more conversa-
tions about God and faith with peo-
ple unconnected with church. Ad-
justing to living and working in two
different parishes has been quite a
challenge together with juggling my
role as Diocesan Children’s Officer
and making time for home, family
and personal prayer. However, the
people of St Peter & St John and
those living in my home community
have been very supportive and en-
couraging. To begin with it was dif-
ficult to know what to do with the
odd half hours between meetings,
visits and services, especially the
time after Morning Prayer when it
was too early to go knocking on
doors but I now have my own
workspace in St Peters where I can
also ‘chill’ with a cup of coffee, a
real home from home”.

Derek Davies
DEREK has passed his fifty-eighth
birthday and he and his wife Beryl
are approaching their thirty-fourth
wedding anniversary. Their three

lan Girling

“HAD someone said to me ten years
ago when I was first made redundant
that I would be a curate in 2005 min-
istering in the Church in Wales, I
would have laughed them out of the
room. I had been brought up in a
Brethren assembly in Southend on
Sea (nearly as far east in the UK as
you can get) and now minister nearly

in Wales, and consider this a real
honour.”

He went on to tell us that he is
really enjoying serving God and His
people in Tenby, moreover, he looks
forward to what he described as a
fruitful ministry. Dennis enjoyed the
clergy school in September, his
words were, “I am excited about the
vision of our bishop and diocese.
I was very encouraged meeting fel-
low clergy in the diocese and I very
much believe great things are going
to happen in St Davids.”

Dennis told us that the only sad
note for him was that his late mum
could not be at his ordination, but he
did say, “I believe my Mum was
there in spirit.”

Dennis said he would like to
thank all, including his fellow clergy
in the benefice of Tenby, those who
are full time – Rector David Jenkins
and Vicar Michael John – retired
clergy, and all in the churches that
he serves, “You have all made me
feel at home,” he said.

as far west in the UK as you get in
Hubberston and Hakin.”

Ian’s working life began in Es-
sex, eventually transferring to
Trowbridge in Wiltshire with
Barclays bank. With pressure of
work, the family and God took sec-
ond place, and Ian did not want any-
thing to do with the church, but after
several visits from his Pastor he was
led back to the Lord. After about 9
months Ian was made redundant for
the first time. He recalls, “My re-
stored faith in Christ was taking a
battering. It was as if God was test-
ing us to see how firm our founda-
tion of faith was.”

After a long period out of work,
and after much soul-searching and
prayer, Ian believes God first called
him to ministry. Having made the
first moves towards Readership min-

istry, through the Diocese of Salis-
bury, a secular job was offered and
Ian took it up. But two more redun-
dancies were to follow.

“At age 48 I had had enough.
Life was just too complicated and so
I set about the idea of early retire-
ment and getting a part time job, sell-
ing up the family home that the chil-
dren had grown up in and
downsizing. God had other ideas.

“Having rejected the church
some 10 years previously, I now
embraced it and rejoiced in the fu-
ture that belonged to God. I went to
college and appreciated more of the
scriptures and their relevancy and
made some great friends.

“I consider ministering here in
Wales a great privilege. The parish
has welcomed us warmly. Alan our
Rector, put me to work preaching and

children are out in the world – pur-
suing careers in England whilst keep-
ing strong links with West Wales.
Before joining the Non-Stipendiary
Ministry as a Curate at Steynton on
the outskirts of Milford Haven,
Derek spent almost all of his earlier
working life as a Civil Engineer in a
range of different roles in the Water
Industry in West Wales, finally tak-
ing early retirement in 2000. A pe-
riod of study at UCW Lampeter fol-
lowed, before training for ordination
began in 2003. He continues to live
at Ty Llosg near Clarbeston Road in
mid-Pembrokeshire where he has,
for many years, kept a small flock of
Jacob sheep.  His interests include
all forms of natural history and he
sees himself following in very mod-
est fashion the great Anglican tradi-
tion of parson-naturalist/scientist.

Brian Jones

BRIAN JONES is the newly or-
dained deacon in the parish of
Gorslas, Crosshands and Carmel and
is in the third year of his training on
the non-residential course at St.
Michael’s Theological college. He
writes “It’s over 3 months since my
Ordination as Deacon and the time
has simply flown by. Retiring should

have meant more spare time, what-
ever that means, but I find life is just
as busy. However, I am far more re-
laxed and happier in my new ‘role’
as Curate. I am still committed to two
(flexible) half days at school doing
administration work as Examinations
Officer  leaving a few days for Par-
ish work which I find particularly
rewarding. I’ve officiated at two bap-
tisms, addressed two local senior citi-
zens’ groups and preached at Har-
vest Thanksgiving at Llandudoch. To
make the community more aware of
the church at Cross Hands, four
events (before Christmas) have been
organised: a BBQ, a Harvest Sup-
per, a quiz night and a Christmas
Concert. Other events have been
pencilled in for the new year which
will then quickly take me, God will-
ing, to my Ordination as Priest next
Petertide.”

leading services, assisting at funer-
als and weddings, home commun-
ions and working on our response to
the Bishop’s vision. I have been very
fortunate in having Alan who has
made some excellent suggestions as
to how to improve sermons and he
and the congregations have given us
every encouragement in ministry.

“I was asked about what I liked
and disliked about the area? Likes:
scenery, sea, boats, the people, pace

of life, green open spaces, fresh fish.
Dislikes: time it takes to get any-
where from Pembrokeshire, wind,
rain and sea mist.

What of the future? God knows
about that and I should not be con-
cerned about it. God has placed me
in Hubberston and Hakin for the time
being and in that I am content. The
future is his, not mine. The Kingdom
is his, not mine. The glory and praise
for all that is done is his, not mine.”
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Andrew Johnson
BEFORE he was ordained, Andrew
studied for a two year BA in Theol-
ogy and Ministry at Cranmer Hall,
which is part of St John’s College in
Durham University. Before that he
worked for three years as a Church
Administrator at St Michael’s
Church in Aberystwyth. He also
worked as a chartered librarian for a
company called Instant Library Lim-
ited, which managed library and in-
formation services for other compa-
nies. His Welsh connections include
many happy holidays in North Wales
as a child, a lifelong interest in the
Ffestiniog Railway, and a passion for
climbing Welsh mountains.

Since being ordained Andrew
and his wife Nat have settled in well
to their new house in Carmarthen.
Andrew has enjoyed preaching regu-
larly and leading services at both St
Peter’s and St John’s. He has also

John Plessis
JOHN was born in Belfast, North-
ern Ireland. He was educated at an
International Anglo-Catholic school
founded by the Community of the
Resurrection (Mirfield) in Johannes-
burg, South Africa. At the age of 14
he believed that he was first called
to Ministry.

At the age of 18, he wanted to
study theology with a view to enter-
ing theological college; however, his
parents advised him that he should
go to university and experience the
world first before entering ministry.
Consequently, he went to Cardiff
University where he read mathemat-
ics. He then trained as a Mathemat-
ics Teacher and was given his first
post at Reading Blue Coat School
where he taught for a number of
years. John then turned his attentions
to researching the psychology of
mathematics and joined Swansea
University as a Professional Tutor
and Doctoral Researcher.

He studied for Ministry at St
Michael’s College Llandaff, and was
elected Senior Student in his final

GUESTS at a recent wedding at
St Mary Magdalene Church,

Wiston, were treated to an unex-
pected performance by a visiting ce-
lebrity. Katherine Jenkins has been a
friend of the bride, Miss Katie Lewis
of Wiston, for several years, since
they sang together in the National
Youth Choir of Wales, and have kept
in touch since those days. To the great
delight of the bride and groom, Mr
Daniel Durling, Katherine Jenkins
offered to sing at their wedding in
September.

Wiston Church has long held an
enviable reputation for the standard
of music performed by their choir
who also sang during the wedding,
under the direction of their Musical
Director Mr Seimon Morris, who
accompanied Katherine Jenkins for
this occasion. This reputation was
enhanced as Miss Jenkins followed
the choir’s moving performance of
“The Lord bless you and keep you”
and “A Claire Benediction” both by
John Rutter.

Only a limited number of people
were allowed to know about the ce-
lebrity visit in advance of the wed-
ding, in order to avoid extraordinary
publicity on the day, and Katherine
herself wanted to avoid her presence
distracting attention from the bride
and groom on their special day. Nev-
ertheless there was indeed much ex-
citement as unsuspecting guests ar-
rived in church to see the name,
Katherine Jenkins, on the order of
service.

Katherine sang two solos during

averaged one funeral service a week
since he started, and finds bereave-
ment ministry very rewarding. He
has joined a number of local clergy
on a rota to write a message which
appears in the Carmarthen Journal,
and has also been involved in lead-
ing an evening Bible study and plan-
ning all age worship with a small
team.

He has enjoyed parish visiting on
foot and by bike, and finds it hum-
bling to meet parishioners who can
remember at least six curates before
him who have lived in the curate’s
house on The Parade! Andrew has
also been practising his limited Welsh
while leading services, including
singing the versicles and responses
in Welsh at the bilingual Evening
Prayer service! He is looking forward
to starting an intensive Wlpan begin-
ners’ course in Welsh at Trinity Col-
lege, Carmarthen.

year. He thoroughly enjoyed his two
years at St Michael’s College and
was most impressed with the excel-
lent tuition, pastoral care, and ecu-
menical opportunities offered under
the skilful leadership of the current
Principal and Warden, Rev. Dr.
Peter Sedgwick.

Following his ordination, he has
recently become a member of the
new Haverfordwest Collegiate, and
is delighted to be part of a new model
of ministry. It is a highly collabora-
tive venture that seeks to share good
practice and resources in venturing
in mission. John has particularly en-
joyed setting up a new All-Age Wor-
ship Family Service in Camrose and
he is pictured here with his latest re-
cruits. He has very much enjoyed the
wealth of experience that a Collegiate
system is able to offer.

John is married to Rachel and
they have two children, 9 year old
Rhiannon and Dylan aged 3. They
are enjoying life in Pembrokeshire
and the children have settled in well
into their new school.
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Katherine Jenkins with Musical Director Seimon Morris

the signing of the registers. The first,
a beautiful song entitled “The Irish
Wedding Song” written by Ian
Betteridge, the words of which were
so appropriate to the occasion, and
which resulted in more than a few
tears of emotion being shed in the
congregation. The second, a stunning
performance of “Song to the Moon”
from Rusalka by Dvorák.

All present agreed that Katherine
Jenkins is every bit as talented and
as beautiful as she appears on televi-
sion, and that it was a privilege to
have been present for this very per-
sonal and exclusive performance.
What was also nice to see was that,
despite her celebrity status, when not

singing, Miss Jenkins was able to
mix naturally and sociably among
friends and family of the bride and
groom, as any other of the many
guests present.

Sadly, Miss Jenkins was not able
to stay long in Wiston after the wed-
ding. Her busy schedule meant that
she had to leave in the early after-
noon, as she was booked to perform
in the Proms concert in Singleton
Park that evening. Short as her visit
may have been, the people of Wiston,
and in particular the choir, will look
back fondly at the day when
Katherine Jenkins sang in Wiston
Church.

Classic Requiem
by Jonathan Copus

A JEWEL in the British choral
crown – that’s how John

Rutter’s Requiem has been de-
scribed.

And there’s a chance to admire
this jewel in the setting of the Royal
School of Church Music’s latest of-
fering in their Choral Classics se-
ries.

Choirs and individual singers
from all over West Wales are invited
to come and sing this modern clas-
sic under the direction of Timothy
Noon, Organist and Master of the
Choristers at St Davids Cathedral,
with Assistant Cathedral Organist
Simon Pearce providing the accom-
paniment.

The event is scheduled for Sat-
urday 12th November in St Mar-
tin’s Church, Laugharne, the work
being therefore particularly appro-
priate for the day between Armi-

stice Day and Remembrance Sun-
day.

Singers are asked to assemble
at the church at 1 pm, and after an
afternoon of rehearsals the public
performance will take place at 7 pm.

For further details – and to ap-
ply for a place – please contact
RSCM Area Secretary Richard
Stephens on 01437 760269.

ON July 9th parishioners in
Llanarthne hosted a concert

given by Côr Meibion Dyffryn
Tywi. The event was the first of a
series of fund-raising activities
which the parish has planned to help
meet the costs of extensive repairs
both to the structure and the fabric
of the church. St David’s church is
an old foundation, periodically ex-
tended or refashioned, but now in

serious need of restoration.
The choir, which gave its serv-

ices free of charge, was led by its
redoubtable Musical Director,
Betty Lewis-Fisher and accompa-
nied by Maureen Chapman. This
year the choir celebrates its 30th
anniversary. Since its inception in
1975 many organisations in the dio-
cese have had good cause to thank
the choir for its charity work. Ably

supported by guest soloist Sara
Jones, a Sixth Former at Ysgol
Gyfun Bro Myrddin, Carmarthen,
the choir delighted a large audience
with a mixture of male voice fa-
vourites and ballads with more of
an up-beat appeal. The president
for the evening was our MP, Mr
Adam Price, who spoke of the im-
portance of preserving both the
uniqueness of such an art-form and
the cultural space that parish
churches provide.

Refreshments were provided in
the church hall following the concert.
The Revd Hywel Davies thanked all
who had bought and sold tickets, as
well as everyone who had assisted
behind the scenes, especially the
Wardens, Mrs Plena Grey and Mrs
Mary Bound. He also encouraged
support for similar events in the fu-
ture, so that St David’s church  might
continue as a presence in the com-
munity of Llanarthne.

– Hywel Davies

Llanarthne embarks on fund-raising effortLlanarthne embarks on fund-raising effortLlanarthne embarks on fund-raising effortLlanarthne embarks on fund-raising effortLlanarthne embarks on fund-raising effort
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Eisteddfod Yr Urdd,
Sir Gâr, 2007

BYDD Sir Gâr unwaith eto yn
gyrchfan i eisteddfodwyr

Cymru wrth i‘r Urdd ymweld â‘r
Esgobaeth ar gyfer ei phrifwyl 2007.
Ar hyn o bryd does dim sicrwydd
ble yn y sir y bydd yr Eisteddofd yn
cael ei chynnal. Mae tri safle o dan
ystyriaeth - yng Nghaerfyrddin,
Llanelli a Llanymddyfri – ond mae‘r
gweithgareddau sy‘n nodweddu
dyfodiad yr Eisteddfod i unrhyw
ardal eisoes ar y gweill. Gyda 38
pwyllgor apêl wedi eu sefydlu dros
y sir, mae cyngherddau, boreau
coffi, sioeau ffasiwn, rafflau, a phob
math o wiethgareddau yn siwr o
fyrhau‘r gaeaf i ni oll, tra‘n codi
arian i osod yr Eisteddfod ar ben
ffordd.

Cynhelir yr Eisteddfod rhwng
28ain Mai a 2il Mehefin 2007; ond
cofier hefyd am yr Wyl Gyhoeddi, a
gynhelir o‘r 3ydd i‘r 9fed Ebrill
2006. Uchafbwynt yr wythnos
honno fydd pan fydd trosglwyddo‘r
Rhestr Testunau i ‘r Urdd gan Mr
Tom Davies, Cadeirydd y Pwyllgor
Gwaith lleol. Felly, chwi Eglwyswyr
sir Gâr, trefnwch ddigwyddiad yn
eich plwyf all fod o gymorth i‘r Ei-
steddfod, lle bynnag y‘i cynhelir yn
y diwedd. Ymhyfrydwn yng
nghanolfan newydd yr Urdd yng
Nghaerdydd – ond cofiwn hefyd taw
gwreiddiau lleol a chefnogwyr lleol
sydd angen ar yr Urdd bob amser.

– Hywel Davies

by Nicholas Cale
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Reviews

Notices received

Chasing the Dragon  and
Crack in the Wall
both by Jackie Pullinger
(Hodder) £5.99 each

THESE are books to stop you in
your tracks. Together they are the
autobiography of the most success-
ful curer of drug addicts in the
world, and a healer of bodies. But
to her, these things are sidelines to
bringing people to know Jesus per-
sonally as Lord for themselves.

She was just an ordinary subur-
ban Surrey girl who qualified as a
Music teacher and then felt called
by God to be a missionary, but she
didn’t know where to, and every

Missionary Society turned her down
– “too young” etc.

Happily Richard Thompson, a
Vicar, said to her “If I were you I
would go out and buy a ticket for a
boat going on the longest journey
you can find and pray to know
where to get off. You can’t lose if
you put yourself completely in
God’s hands, you know.”

Crazy as it sounds, she did just
that, and suddenly felt called to get
off when they got to Hong Kong.
There she found the “walled City”
– a huge slum controlled by Triad
gangs running extensive prostitution
and drug rackets. She proceeded by

trial and error, always trusting God
for guidance (and maintenance).
She started a Youth Club, and here
the story must be read – it would be
spoilt by condensation. It ends with
her, solely by faith in Jesus, convert-
ing drug addicts and policemen,
prostitutes and pimps to faith in Je-
sus and incidentally healing masses
from physical diseases of all sorts.

The story is thrilling – you must
read it for yourself. It raises in its
wake serious theological questions
in view of her runaway success as
contrasted with the sedate decline
of our Churches in the West. –

Bernarr Atherton

Theology Lectures 2005–2006 to be held at the University
of Wales, Swansea. Everybody Welcome – Admission Free

6 December 2005, 7pm: ‘Proclaiming the Faith in a Pluralist
Society’: The Most Revd Vincent Nichols. Faraday Lecture
Theatre.

23 January 2006, 7pm: Title to be announced. Professor
I. Howard Marshall. Faraday Lecture Theatre.

31 January 2006, 7pm: ‘Anglican Models of Evangelism’.
The Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell. Faraday Lecture
Theatre.

MU FESTIVAL SERVICE OF LIGHT, St Katherine’s Church,
Milford Haven, Saturday 7 January 2006 at 3pm. All welcome

Adam the Man
CD. Price £5

ADAM THE MAN is a new musi-
cal work written by two very talented
Pembrokeshire figures: poet Peter
George from Newport, Pembs, and
musician and composer Seimon
Morris, organist and Musical Direc-
tor at St Mary’s Church, Wiston. The
work was completed following the
death of Adam Evans-Thomas, a
well known charity campaigner, in
February 2004, who spent the years
of his illness, not only fighting it and
trying to live as normal a life as pos-
sible, but also campaigning tirelessly
to raise awareness of the need for
blood and bone marrow donors.
Despite his own campaigning and the
many lives saved through his work,
Adam himself never found a donor
and ultimately he lost his fight against
leukaemia aged just 35.

Adam the Man was written in
response to Adam Evans-Thomas’
death, but it is more than that. Adam
is the Hebrew word for ‘man’ and it
is this theme of ‘everyman’, the

SCM Study guide to the Old
Testament
John Holdsworth
SCM Press 2005 £14.99
(0-334-12985-6)

THE Archdeacon of St David’s has
written on attractive user friendly
guide to the Old Testament. At the
beginning of each chapter we are told
what this chapter is about, what
books are helpful or referred to, how
the chapter is organized and what
should we be able to do by the end
of each chapter. There is an exercise
in each chapter to encourage reflec-
tion on experience and exercises
based on specific OT texts. The book
is organised as a progressive course
and could be studied on one’s own
or better still in a group.

Starting with ‘Why read the Old
Testament?’ the author introduces us
to practically every book in this di-
verse library. To assist us to get a
handle on such a rich variety of texts
he concentrates on the theological
insights and aims of the post-exilic
editors who provided the final form
of much of the material as we have it
now.

Using the historical and literary
skills of recent students of the Old
Testament, Dr John Holdsworth suc-
ceeds in bringing us up to date. In
his opinion ‘there has scarcely been
a more interesting or exciting time
to be studying the Old Testament’.
That enthusiasm flows over into this
study guide and it is contagious.

Consequently the author is able
to engage in a dynamic dialogue be-
tween the world of the Old Testament
and our world today. Times of crisis
and bewilderment resonate with our
contemporary situation. In the midst
of painful experience, reflection on
the faith and practice of the past has
provided the raw material for new
theological insights leading to pas-
toral and practical encouragement in
the present. It is a questioning faith
leading to a deepening of awareness
and hope. Instead of getting bogged
down with the lament ‘How could
God let this (Exile disaster) happen?’
Isaiah faces up to the key question,
‘What does it mean, and what will it
mean, to be the people of God in the
future?’ A serious reading of the Old
Testament might well inspire us to
ask the same question today and ven-
ture in faith as we follow God’s lead-
ing.

It was the relevance of the Old
Testament to our present situation
which struck the members of our dis-
cussion groups at Cardigan and
Cilgerran as we read through parts
of the Old Testament with the aid of
this study guide. As well as speak-
ing to the life of the church and the
nation we found that it related to our
deepest concerns. In his chapter on
the book of Job, John Holdsworth
highlighted the profound ‘contribu-
tion to the problem of suffering which
post-exilic theology unearthed’.

For those of us who have been
using this study guide it has been like
shining a torch into the mysterious
world of the Old Testament and find-
ing that it is reflected back to illumi-
nate our world today. We can heart-
ily recommend it to other groups!

– Saunders Davies

The Da Vinci Code
Dan Brown
Bantam Books, 2003
THIS is a remarkable book. Unfor-
tunately it is remarkably bad – and
on so many levels. It is a thriller. And
a thriller needs to stop you suspend-
ing your disbelief while it takes you
out of your normal world – but there
are limits. And The Da Vinci Code
goes way beyond those limits. A
major bad character, for instance, is
an albino monk (you see a lot of
those around don’t you?) with a
weird taste in punitive underwear,
apparently hired by a secretive and
massively-powerful Catholic or-
ganisation to kill people who . . .
Hang on a minute, Dan! You lost me
somewhere there. I want to suspend
my disbelief, but you do make it
hard on a reader.

It is also a thriller with a mes-
sage. It presents a dossier of evi-
dence against ‘the Church’. ‘The
Church’ is guilty of: distorting the
truth about Jesus; corrupting its own
scriptures and destroying authentic
documents of its own origins; per-
secuting women as part of a vicious
campaign to denigrate the ‘sacred
feminine’; oh, and generally telling
lies and killing people.

One character solemnly de-
clares: ‘Sophie, the historical evi-
dence supporting this is substantial’
It is, of course, nothing of the kind.
This book has about as much his-
torical credibility as a Jeffrey Archer
novel. But it dresses the story up in
so much pseudo-scholarship and
phoney ‘facts’ that its millions of
readers reach the end with the con-
viction that ‘there must be some-
thing in it’.

All the discussion of academic
subjects sounds fantastic (I use the
word carefully) but in fact is almost
entirely bogus. Here’s a test of au-
thenticity we can all try. Why not
ring Harvard University on 001 617
4951000 and ask to be put through
to the department of ‘Symbology’
in which the central character
Robert Langdon apparently is a pro-
fessor? I think you’d get an inter-
esting answer.

This book is essentially a Gnos-
tic tract. The Gnostic movement of
the second century taught that peo-
ple could achieve salvation by ac-
quiring secret knowledge about God
and the world. In The Da Vinci Code
not only are some characteristic
Gnostic ideas dusted off and put
back in the window, but the whole
narrative is like a journey of Gnos-

tic illumination as the reader is taken
deeper and deeper into the hidden
‘truths’ which ‘the Church’ has tried
to suppress for two millennia. It sug-
gests that there is a body of enlight-
ened people who guard this truth –
and indeed that all truly enlightened
Christians realise that Jesus is not
God, the scriptures are merely hu-
man products and the rest of it.

In reality however the Gnostic
enterprise of the second century was
a huge confidence trick, hiding an
empty promise behind high-sound-
ing words. Dan Brown’s Gnostic
enterprise is even bigger and even
more of a confidence trick.

Read the story if you must.
Enjoy it if you can. Just don’t be-
lieve a word of it. – Will Strange

(The writer of this review has
produced a brief critique of the ideas
in The da Vinci Code. If you’d like
a copy, send a sae to: The Revd Dr
W. A. Strange, St Peter’s Vicarage,
Church Street, Carmarthen SA31
1GW, or email
vicar@stpeterscarmarthen.org

Y Llan, the Church in Wales Welsh language newspaper,
welcomes your articles. Please send direct to the editor at
publications@churchinwales.ord.uk or for translation to the
Diocesan Language Adviser at hywel33@btinternet.com

Pilgrimage. The archdeacon of St Davids is leading a
pilgrimage to the Holy Lands next Autumn. The party will leave
on Thursday October 19 and return on Sunday October 29.
These dates include the half term week. The itinerary will
include sites with Biblical significance, as well as visits to
people and places that will help understanding of the present
situation in this area. The organization is being done
according to recognized best practice, that is, involving the
local Christian communities as much as possible and making
arrangements through local Christian agencies. There is
already a considerable list of potential pilgrims from across
the Pembrokeshire area, and from different Christian
denominations, who have expressed interest and await final
details of the arrangements. The cost is likely to be in the
region of £850, including flights, good quality half board
accommodation, transport, tips and local guide services. If
you would like to have information about the trip, please
contact the archdeacon direct at The Vicarage, Steynton
SA73 1AW, or email jh@steynton.org.uk

meaning of life, the shadow of death
and the problem of human suffering
which the piece explores. St Paul
says: “As in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.” The
piece tells the story of Adam meet-
ing his guardian angel, and as the two
wrestle with many questions, the
chorus reflects on the action, rather
like a Greek Tragedy. Despite being
an extremely emotive piece, there is
nothing mawkish about either the
words or music. Images of the nee-
dle and the knife and pain are offset
by the joy of loving and living. It
opens with a raw burst of energy, and
an honest, savage outpouring of an-
ger against disease and the apparent
unfairness of its progress. The mu-
sic surprisingly blends many styles,
from jazz to monastic.

Seimon and Peter collaborated

previously on a work about Suzy
Lamplugh which was recorded and
performed by the Pembrokeshire
vocal group Tempus in aid of the
Suzy Lamplugh Trust. It was to
Tempus again that Seimon and
Peter looked to record Adam the Man
with the proceeds going to ;Adam’s
Bucketful of Hope Appeal,’ raising
money for a new cancer care day
unit in Withybush Hospital. Tempus
also performed the work at the
‘Adam’s Festival of Hope’ in July
2005, organised by Adam’s parents
in conjunction with the Welsh Blood
Service. It is a musical piece which
will challenge you and move you
through many emotions. The CD is
available at a cost of £5.

For more information telephone
01437 731266. – Heather Cale
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