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Connah’s Quay 
 
The Parish of Connah's Quay is situated in the North East of the diocese of St 
Asaph. 

 
Connah's Quay (in Welsh - Cei Connah) is the largest 
town in Flintshire, lying on the River Dee, near the 
border with England. It can be accessed from 
Chester and the North Wales coast; it lies on the 
National Cycle Network Route 5, and there is a train 
station in Shotton, which is joined to Connah’s Quay 
at Wepre Brook where the Cenotaph is situated. The 
town lies on the edge of the region's industrial centre, 
Deeside Industrial Estate, which is accessed via the 

Flintshire Bridge and leads to the major road network. Access to Chester, Liverpool 
and Manchester via the M53 and M56 are available from Connah's Quay, as well as 

by a good bus service and train network.  The region also 
boasts the largest Solar Park in the country, which is on the 
edge of the Industrial Estate.  A part of Corus Steelworks 
lies on the town’s border on the north bank of the River Dee. 
Wepre Woods, ancient woodland in the town, includes 
Ewloe Castle which dates from the 13th century and holds a 
number of successful community events such as Dog 
Shows and the Community Carnival. There is also a 

Ranger Nature Trail and a Visitor Centre which includes Tourist Information; it is a 
great place to walk a dog. 
 
Connah's Quay is a busy commuter town and is the largest town in Flintshire. In the 
last decade several housing developments have been built in Connah's Quay and 
the town has a buoyant property market.  Despite this, there are areas included in 
the Welsh Government’s Flying Start programme, as well as areas in the 
Communities First catchment.  There is also a sizeable Eastern European presence 
in the town. 
 
Connah's Quay is a forward-looking community with a "can do" philosophy. 
 
 
More about Connah’s Quay 
 
Connah's Quay also has a Civic Hall (which holds community events, and also the 
Parish Christmas Fayre) a Swimming Pool, Library, Council Offices, Health Centre, 
Two Dentist Surgeries, Community Centre, Citizens Advice Bureau and two Post 
Offices. 
 
The town has a proud sporting heritage and is home to the Nomads Football Club, 
Connah’s Quay Cricket Club, a Sports Centre, and a gym attached to Coleg 
Cambria.  It is also home to the Deeside Silver Band, a tradition which goes back 
over 100 years. 
 
We have a Morrisons at the Ffordd Llanarth Shopping Centre (a good meeting place) 

Ewloe Castle
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St. Mark’s Church – Connah’s Quay 
 

The Parish Church of Connah’s Quay has stood 
on the brow of the ‘Quay Hill’ on the main coast 
road since its construction in 1836.  The entrance 
to the church grounds is via a Grade II listed Lych 
Gate, which was constructed in 1917.  In the 
1970s, following the final burials in the church 
yard, the upkeep of the grounds was taken over 
by Flintshire County Council and the gravestones, 
with a few notable exceptions, were moved to the 
south boundary wall.   

 
There is a flag pole, from which the standard of St. Asaph flies on special occasions 
and Holy days; during the rest of the year the Welsh flag is flown, with the notable 
exceptions of Royal occasions such as the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee when the 
Union Jack is flown.   
 
There is a tower at the west end of the church with a clock face facing the main road 
and River Dee.  The clock face and mechanism were successfully restored and 
repaired following a combined church and community appeal in 1991, and is 
regularly serviced.  The tower also houses the peel of bells, installed in 1891, 
although the bells are no longer rung, and all the tubular bells were removed in the 
1990’s for safety reasons.  A CD and sound system are used to ring a peel of bells 
for Sunday services, except the 8:00 am, as well as services such as Christmas Day. 
 
The entrance to the original church is through a pine door at the base of the tower.  
Before heading into the main church there is a choir vestry and a flight of stairs 
leading to the gallery, which houses the laid-up standards of various local 
associations, as well as two lists of those who fought in World War One. The gallery 
has recently had safety glass installed at the front, allowing all five pews on each 
side to be used.  
 
The main body of the church has a stone font which stands at its entrance and has 
twelve windows on either side, nine of which are stained glass, including the three 
taken from the original East Window.   
 

The pews were installed in 1876 when the church 
was extended with the building of the current 
Chancel and organ chamber, although only twelve on 
each side now remain.  There are Altar Rails at the 
front of the pews.  The church currently seats 
approximately 250, including the gallery. 
 
The stone pulpit and wooden lectern are situated at 
the bottom of a stone archway which separates the 

two parts of the building.  Underneath the archway stands the moveable Nave Altar, 
which is currently used at all services.  There is also a moveable font, used at all 
Baptisms. 
 

Last Night of the Proms, 2017
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The Chancel consists of the choir stalls, organ, High Altar, Altar Rails and access to 
the Priest’s Vestry.  On either side of the High Altar are stained glass windows, with 
the new East Window (1912) located above it.  To the south side of the Altar is the 
Aumbray, and to the north side is the Bishop’s Chair.  The organ underwent a 
restoration programme for the Millennium, following another church and community 
appeal, but is now in need of further work to restore it to its former glory.  

 
The church is carpeted throughout and the original beams are still 
visible in the nave. There are a number of memorial plaques 
throughout the church, and a memorial to the Fallen of Connah’s 
Quay killed in the Great War, underneath which is a wooden cross 
returned from the Front and donated to the church in the 1920’s.  This 
now forms a major part of the Community Remembrance events and 
services. 
 

The Priest’s Vestry houses not only the safes and Priest’s vestments, but also the 
cupboard housing the controls for the gas central heating.  The boiler is in the cellar, 
accessed by stone steps outside the Priest’s Vestry, along with a small toilet area, 
which has been deemed unsafe, and we are in the process of looking into housing 
toilet facilities in what is now the Choir Vestry, and plans have been drawn up. 
 
The church has wheelchair access to the west door, and a moveable ramp inside 
allowing access to the Chancel. 
 
 
St. David’s Mission Church 
 
St. David’s Mission Church is the daughter 
church in Connah’s Quay.  It was built in 1914.  
The church is built of Ellesmere Sandstone with 
the inside being lined with Ruabon brick.   
 
Originally the church was intended to be the 
church hall with a new church, dedicated to St. 
David, being built on the adjacent field; with the 
advent of the First World War, the new church 
never came to fruition and the church hall, or 
Mission Room, as it was otherwise known 
became the established church.   
 

Because of St. David’s unusual origin, it has a number 
of unusual but endearing features.  The church is laid 
out on a NE – SW axis.  At the end of the Nave is a 
raised stage leading to the Chancel (the only 
consecrated part of the building) and below the stage 
is a cellar.  The nave can accommodate 120 people, 
sitting on upholstered chairs, which were renewed in 
2007.  The use of chairs instead of pews allows the 
body of the church to be used for various activities 

such as the Christmas Tree Festival, Art Exhibition and the Heritage Exhibition.   

Christmas Tree Festival, 2015
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Sunday services are conducted from the Nave Altar.  Temporary seating for 24 is 
laid out on the stage area for the Wednesday service which is usually conducted 
from the Chancel Altar.  This stage seating can also be used if required for large 
services or funerals. 
 
 
Parish Centre  
 
The Parish Centre is located opposite St. Mark’s Church, on the other side of the 
busy main road.  It was built in the 1800’s for use as a School, and after renovation, 
became the Parish Centre in the 1950’s. There is currently a housing development 
being built at the back of the Parish Centre, following the demolition of the Victorian 
school, which is expected to be ready in 2018. 
 
The Parish Centre comprises four rooms; a main room, middle room with kitchen 
area, back room and a small office off the main room, now used as an office for the 
Sea Cadets, with its own external door.  There are ladies, gents and a disabled toilet 
with baby changing facilities located off the main hall, as well as a toilet to the rear of 
the back room. 
 

The main hall has large windows running the length 
of the room facing the main road, a wooden floor, 
two heaters, fire exit doors and a small carpeted 
stage area.  There are also storage facilities, the 
main control panels for the two heaters, as well as 
the heater in the middle room and electric meter in 
one of the storage cupboards.  The boiler is located 
in the Sea Cadet office. 
 
The middle room is carpeted, with a large window 
on either side of the room.  There are storage 

cupboards underneath the window facing the main road, and a heater underneath 
the window facing the rear.  There are books, sold at the Fellowship events, stored in 
bookcases.  There are also two large storage cupboards; one used by the Mums & 
Toddlers group, and the other housing folding tables etc.  The gas metre is also 
housed in this cupboard.  There is a purpose-built kitchen area with a microwave, 
cooker, fridge and an electric water heater. 
 
The back room has a large window facing the main road, as well as windows facing 
towards the houses and is used largely by the Deeside Silver Band.  It has its own 
heater and control panel as well as a secure storage cupboard for their instruments 
etc.  There is separate access to the room via an outside door. 
 
The Parish Centre is in good condition.  The building has recently passed an 
asbestos inspection, as well as Health and Safety inspections by both the Sea 
Cadets and Flintshire County Council.  This has not only enabled the groups to 
continue to use the building, but has also allowed Sure Start to make enquiries as to 
the availability of the Centre.  The Fire Extinguishers are serviced annually. 

Queen's 90th Birthday Lunch, 
2016
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The Centre is used by a variety of both church and non-church organisations.  
Bookings for events such as birthday and Baptism parties, as well as corporate 
training events, are made through a member of the congregation.  Regular users of 
the Centre, with the exception of those already mentioned, include the Coral Leigh 
School of Dance, who use the Centre four times a week, monthly meetings of the 
Evening Mothers’ Union, the monthly Fellowship Parish Lunch, a Friday night pool 
group and a twice monthly Fellowship Morning selling tea/coffee, toast, bacon butties 
and providing a read of the newspapers. 
 
Parking is a problem due to the building of a new housing complex behind the Parish 
Centre, and compounded by the fact that the Parish Centre only owns 3 foot of the 
ground surrounding the sides and back of the building. 
 
There is a Parish Centre Committee which oversees the finances and general 
running of the Centre.  The Parish Centre is a self-sufficient entity. 
 
 
The Institute 
 

Adjacent to St. David’s is the church hall or Institute as it is 
more commonly known.  This is a wooden structure with a 
brick built kitchen and disabled toilet at one end.  The main 
hall has a wooden under-sprung floor.  Leading off the 
main hall is store room, used by the Jumble Sale etc.  In 
addition to being used by the Sunday school it is used on a 
weekly basis an Art Group, as well as the Connah’s Quay 
Brownies, and Messy Church once a month.  It is also 

used on an occasional basis for children’s birthday parties, Baptism parties and 
coffee mornings, and also used for the annual Craft Fair.  We also have annual 
Christmas and Easter Bingo nights. 
 
 
The Vicarage 

 
The Vicarage is a new build, four-
bedroom detached house on the 
edge of St. David’s field.  It has one 
solar panel, underfloor heating and 
a designated Parish Office with its 
own access from outside as well as 
an internal door. 
 
At present the Office Hours are 
10:00 – 11:00 am and 6:00 – 7:00 
pm on a Monday. 

 
 
 
 
 

Craft Fair, 2017
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Local Schools and Colleges 

 
The following schools are in the parish; 

 Coleg Cambria 
 Deeside Sixth 
 Connah’s Quay High School 
 Golftyn C.P. School  
 Ysgol Bryn Deva C.P.  
 Wepre Lane C.P. School  
 Ysgol Cae’r Nant {Brookfield C.P. School}   

 
Both churches have good links with the local Schools; our last vicar did some 
teaching in the Religious Studies department at the High School and a Year Seven 
group usually comes to St. Mark’s for their Christmas Carol Service. Golftyn Juniors 
visit St. Mark’s regularly and always come for Christmas concerts as do Ysgol Bryn 
Deva. Ysgol Cae’r Nant go to St. David’s each term and Wepre School also have 
links with the Church.  All the local primary schools are visited by the Youth 
Chaplain, Jessica Carr.  Jessica is shared between the communities of Connah’s 
Quay, Northop and Flint following a bequest.  
 
We have one Care Home in the Parish  

 Wepre Villa. 
 
The Care Home currently has a monthly service.  These is also a Warden controlled 
Glan-y-Morfa pensioner housing complex. 
 
 
Organisations and Events 

 
Choir 
We have a long standing musical tradition with 
an adult choir consisting of a 4-voice 
harmony, attending Sunday morning services 
and occasional festival evensong. 

 
Choir practice takes place on a Monday 
evening at St Marks.  The choir also attends 
weddings when requested. 

 
Fundraising is also provided by the choir via 

an annual sponsored Hymn sing and a Sponsored carol sing. 
 
Mothers’ Union 
In order to cater for the age-range of members, the Mothers’ Union has an Afternoon 
and Evening branch – the Afternoon group are mainly over 70, but continue to hold 
events such as the annual Strawberry Tea.  The Evening group are mainly under 70, 
and are active in the life of our churches. 
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Social Club 
Social Club meet every Thursday, often with a speaker, and are also active in the life 
of the church hosting events such as the Hot Pot Supper and Cheese and Wine 
evenings. 
 

Messy Church 
Messy Church has a steady attendance of 
approximately eleven children, who meet on 
the second Saturday of each month to do 
craft and Bible stories. 
 
Sunday School 
Sunday School, which is hosted at St. David’s 
during the 9:30 am service on each Sunday, 
except for the first Sunday in the month, has a 

dedicated group of children who meet to hear the stories of the Bible and do craft.  
 
Pool Club 
The Pool Club meet every Friday for fellowship, and although small in number, 
continue to enjoy the chance for company. 
 
There are also Scouts, Cubs, Rainbows and the Sea Cadets of SS Tuscan, who 
have strong links with the church – the Sea Cadets attend a number of events such 
as our Carol Service. 
 
We have a Magazine which is co-edited by the current Secretary and previous 
Parish Secretary. It has a current circulation of approximately 250, and covers a wide 
range of topics. 
 
Cytun (Churches together on Deeside) run a Food with Friends every Tuesday, 
based in Rivertown Church, Shotton; members of our churches in Connah’s Quay 
help out on the 3rd and 4th Tuesdays every month.  The Food with Friends team are 
now looking to extend their activities to evenings and the school summer holidays. 
 
We also have a number of members who help out at the Tea Bar at Deeside 
Community Hospital in Aston.  The rota is organised by a member of the Mothers’ 
Union. 
 
Connah’s Quay also took a lead role in hosting the Exploring Faith course. 
 
St. Mark’s Church Centre   
 

The centre is used for various activities on a weekly and monthly basis 
 
Monthly 

 Church Lunch - 4th Wednesday, which is open to the community  
 Bacon butties/toast & coffee/tea morning - 1st and 2nd Thursday, also open to 

the community 
 Evening Mothers Union - 2nd Wednesday evening 
 Magazine Collating - last Thursday morning  
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 Weekly 

 Pool Club - Friday evenings 
 Sea Cadets - Monday and Thursday evenings 
 Deeside Silver Band - Mondays evenings 
 Mums & Toddlers - Tuesday and Friday mornings 
 Coral Leigh School of Dance - Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday afternoons 

and/or evenings and Saturday during the day 
 Irish Dancers - Tuesday evenings 

 

St David’s institute 
 

Monthly 
 Afternoon Mothers Union - 3rd Wednesday afternoon  
 Jumble Sale - 2nd Thursday morning 
 Messy Church - 2nd Saturday morning 
 She Club - Monday evening 

 
Weekly 

 Sunday school every Sunday except 1st Sunday in the month 
 Social Club - every Thursday evenings  
 Sewing Club - every Tuesday afternoon 
 Brush Strokes Art Group - Friday evenings 
 1st Golftyn Rainbows - every Wednesday evening 
 Tai Chi - every Thursday afternoon 

 
Both halls are used for elections when needed. 
 

St David’s church has a large field which is used for the 
summer fete in June and the Christmas Market 
(weather permitting).  
 
Both Church Halls are used for fund raising such as 
Christmas Bingo and Parish Events such as the Big 
Lunch for the Queen’s 90th Birthday. 
 

 
 
Ministry 
 
Clergy – currently we are relying on a retired cleric and the Borderlands Mission 
Area Priests. 
 
Lay readers- we have two Licensed Lay Ministers (Readers)  
 
There is one Worship Leader and two Pastoral Assistants  
 
There are four Wardens – two at each church. 

Summer Fete, 2017
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Eucharistic Ministers - we have 10 Eucharistic Ministers; 6 administering in St Mark’s 
and 4 at St David’s via their own rota systems.  
 

Finances 

We had a historic debt of £40,000.00 which only came to light when the new 

treasurer took over in 2014. This has been reduced to £20,000.00 but there is still a 

lot of work to be done to bring us back up to date. The finances are relatively steady 

however we may have to draw on reserves which at present is £18,500.00 in order 

to meet our commitments this year. The Church Council are constantly working to 

address this challenge. 

The land on which the New Vicarage stands was sold to the Parsonage Board for 

the sum of £65,000.00 less £6,500 10% which was deducted for redundant churches 

is being held by the RB in Cardiff. We hope that this money may be used for the 

Toilet Building project at St Marks and a new driveway leading to and fronting St 

David’s 

The Church Council will meet the new incumbent’s expenses in accordance with the 

guidelines of the Church in Wales. 

Statistics for Connah’s Quay for 2016 
 

Type 

Church 
Funerals 

Crematorium 
funerals 
without a 
church 
service 

Totals 

The population of Connah’s Quay is 
approximately  

 
  23,000 

Baptisms    82 

Weddings    6 

Confirmations    0 

Funerals 39 40 79 

Easter Communicants     129 

Electoral Roll    139 

Average Sunday attendance (16+)    98 

Average Sunday attendance (16-)    8 

Average Weekday Service attendance    23 

Crib Service/Harvest/Healing/Ash Wed.    302 

Christmas Communicants (2016)    145 

Messy Church/Sunday school     20 
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Details of Sunday and Weekday Services 
Sunday 
8.00 am said Holy Eucharist    St Mark’s 
9.30 am Family Eucharist             St David’s 
11.00 am Sung Parish Eucharist             St Mark’s 
6.00 pm Evensong (1st & 2nd Sundays)                   St Mark’s 
6:00 pm Compline (3rd & 4th Sundays)   St Mark’s 
12:15 Baptisms (2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays)   St Mark’s  
12:15 Baptisms (1st Sunday if required)   St David’s 
2:00 Baptisms (if required)     St Mark’s or St David’s 
 
Baptisms are also held in the main Sunday services if requested 
 
10:50 Service of Remembrance (Nov.)   St Mark’s 
 
Wednesday 
10.00 am Holy Eucharist              St David’s 
 
Thursday 
10.00 am Holy Eucharist              St Mark’s 
 
Adult Baptisms by appointment. 
 
All Services are usually in English, it is on a rare occasion that we have bilingual 
worship.  The main exception to this is the St David’s Day service in March which is 
done in Welsh. 
 
 
Parish Cooperation 
 
Connah’s Quay is part of Borderlands Mission Area, and has two of the nineteen 
churches involved. 
 
We are also a member of Cytun (Churches together on Deeside), and ecumenical 
events include participation in the Women’s World Day of Prayer, Christian Aid 
Week, and the Good Friday Walk of Witness. 
 
 
Development needs 
 
We are looking for a Priest who has energy and enthusiasm and who will work both 
within the tradition of our churches in mission, worship and ministry, and will also 
develop us.  
 
We are looking for a Priest who will be outward looking, with a view to getting new 
people into the churches, but also have a caring pastoral role in regard to the 
existing congregations and their needs. 
 
We are also looking for a Priest who will be ‘present’ in our community. 
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We are keen that the new Priest will encourage, nurture and facilitate the ministry of 
others.  
 
Music has been, and still is, seen as particularly important to the worship of the 
churches; there is an annual Sponsored Carols in December and an annual 
Sponsored Hymns during the summer, which we would be keen to continue.   
 
We are also keen to continue its links with the youth of the area, with Messy Church, 
and the continued and further involvement of the schools in the life of the church.  
We are therefore looking for a Priest who will work with the youth and young people 
of the area. 
 
 
For Further Information 
 
Any further information can be obtained from the Mission Area Leader, 
The Revd. Martin Batchelor, telephone number 01244 550947 


