
 

 
ST ASAPH DIOCESE CLERGY CONFERENCE  2017  

 

St Anne’s College, Oxford 

Tuesday 19th to Friday 22nd September 2017  #StAsaphCC 

 
God Centred Leadership in a Time of Change 

 
With this letter comes information regarding our third Clergy School at St Anne’s College in Oxford. 

For those of us who have now been on all three the layout of the college will be 

very familiar and it will be a little like coming home. 

 

As this is our third visit we have arranged for some extra-curricular activities on 

our two free afternoons and I hope very much that those who have opted for the 

walks or the open-top bus tour will enjoy them. For those of you who are just 

going to ‘chill’ or ‘shop’ or even ‘sleep’ I am sure it will all be very beneficial. 

 

During our time together we will hear from some excellent speakers but it will also give us the op-

portunity, with a number of new additions to our clergy family, to get to know one another a little 

better. For this reason we have made sure that the college bar will be available to us each evening (it 

was closed last time we were here and the prices are more reasonable than the nearest pub) and we 

have provided a lounge area for those who just want to sit and chat. For the first time we have also 

invited ordinands in training to join us as they get to know us and we them and so that they will also 

feel part of the “family”. 

 

 



Our time together is not just about learning but also about sharing and coming together in fellowship. 

As we worship, learn, eat and socialise together I hope that our fellowship will deepen as the St 

Asaph clergy family and that, above all, you will enjoy our time in Oxford away from the pressures of 

priestly life. 

 

I look forward to sharing with you our time together in Oxford.  

Bob on behalf of the planning group. 

  

Tuesday 19th 
Coach 1 departs St Asaph Cathedral Car Park at 10am & 

travels to St John’s Church, Penymynydd (CH40EN) for 

10.45am. 

 

Cars can be left on the Cathedral Car Park at the owners 

own risk. If you would like a parking permit please let Sian 

Connelly at the Diocesan Office know well in advance. 

 

Coach 2 departs from Holy Trinity Church, Gwersyllt  

(LL114AX) at 10am & travels to St John’s Church, Pool 

Quay for 11.15am. 

 

Cars can be left on the car park at St John’s Church in 

Pool Quay at the owners own risk. Both coaches will 

travel to Telford Services where there will be a 1 hour 

stop to enable the drivers to have their allocated rest 

time and for people to purchase/eat lunch. 

 

Please note that if you are not travelling by the coaches pro-

vided it is your responsibility to get to and from Oxford at 

your own cost. If you travel by car there is no provision at St 

Anne’s College for car parking and we have included details 

of the Pear Tree and Water Easton Park and Ride supplied to 

us by the College. 

 

3.30/4pm arrive Oxford & registration: on arrival please 

collect your room key from the Porters Lodge. 

  

Registration (please do this by 4.45pm)  

is in the foyer of the Mary Ogilvie Lecture Theatre 

where all sessions including our worship will take place. 

At registration you will be given a goody bag which will 

contain various items plus a bottle of water – please refill 

this bottle as and when required as it will not be re-

newed. 

 

The Rt. Revd. Dr. Steven Croft be-

came Bishop of Oxford in 2016.  He was 

previously the Bishop of Sheffield, team 

leader of Fresh Expressions, Warden of 

Cranmer Hall and Vicar of Ovenden in Hal-

ifax. He is a co-author of the Emmaus and 

Pilgrim Resources.  His latest book is The 

Gift of Leadership (Canterbury Press, 

2016).   
 

He writes: We are in the midst of a redis-

covery of the priest’s role as a leader in 

mission.  In the midst of that it is vital to 

remember and deepen our sense of the 

role of clergy in Christian formation and 
especially the nurture of enquirers and new 

Christians and preparation for baptism.   

 
Our first session will explore the long, 

deep tradition of catechesis in the Church 

and its contemporary expression.  As we 

explore what it means to offer leadership 

as clergy, our second session will draw out 

four domains for reflection: the leadership 

we offer in the world; helping to shape the 
life of the church; leading individuals and 

teams and watching over ourselves.  These 

domains are rooted in scripture and the 

Christian tradition and form a helpful and 

integrating map of how we might grow in 

the leadership we offer today.   

 

 

 



4.30pm Tea/Coffee & Biscuits available in the Dining Hall 

 

5pm Evening Worship  

 

5.45pm Bible Study:  ‘Who are you?’ - leading and identity  

John 1.19-39 David Runcorn 

 

7pm Dinner – welcome by Rt Rev Alan Wilson, Bishop of Bucking-

ham 

 

(The College Bar will be open from 8.30pm to 11pm) 

 

Wednesday 20th 

8am Breakfast 

 

8.50am Morning Worship 

 

9.10am  Bible Study : ‘Don't you care we are perishing?’ - lead-

ing in crisis  Mark 4.35-41 David Runcorn 

 

short comfort break 9.55am to 10am 

 

10am Keynote Address 1  

Rediscovering Catechesis: the priest as teacher  

Steven Croft 

(tea/coffee & biscuits at 10.45/11am in the Dining Hall) 

12.30pm to 12.35pm short comfort  break 

 

12.35pm Holy Eucharist – presider Rt Rev Jack Nicholls 

 

1.15pm Lunch 

 

Morse/Lewis Walk –those who have booked this walk should meet the 

blue badge guide at the Martyrs Memorial at 1.55pm for the walk to begin 

at 2pm. The walk is free of charge but you will need to pay admission fees 

– approximately £5. 

For those not booked on this walk the afternoon is Free Time 

 

5pm Evening Prayer 

 

5.30pm to 6.30pm Keynote Address 2 : Rediscovering Lead-

ership, a practical guide. 

Steven Croft 

 

7pm Dinner 

 

Revd David Runcorn is 

a writer, speaker, theolog-

ical teacher, spiritual di-

rector, retreat leader and 

ministry trainer. His books 

include Fear and Trust – 

God-centred Leader-

ship,  Choice, desire and the 

will of God (SPCK) and The 

Road to Growth less trav-

elled – spiritual paths in a 

missionary church (Grove).  

He presently works as a 

Director of Ordinands 

and Warden of Readers in 

the diocese of Gloucester.  

He writes: The Bible is not 

actually interested in 

‘Leadership’ in the way we 

are. But it has much to 

teach about it. We learn 

by watching, listening and 

following. Scripture must 

be read with head, heart 

and feet. We will explore 

four encounters with Jesus 

in the gospels to reflect 

on four particular chal-

lenges for Christian lead-

ing. I look forward to dis-

cussing them with you.  



8.30pm Reflection Angela Tilby  

 
(The College Bar will be open from 8.30pm to 11pm  

 
 

Thursday 21st 

8am Breakfast 

 

8.50am Morning Worship 

 

9.10am Bible Study: ‘Shut the door’ - leading and praying  

Matt 6.1-10 David Runcorn  

short comfort break 9.55 to 10am 

 

10am Keynote Address 3 Catherine Ross   

Walk Out Walk On: God Centred Leadership in a Time of 

Change 

 

(tea/coffee & biscuits at 10.45/11am in the Dining Hall) 

 

12.30pm to 12.35pm short comfort break  

 

12.35pm Holy Eucharist – presider, Rev Canon Nia Morris 

 

1.15pm Lunch 

 

For those booked on the Open Bus Tour the bus will leave from outside 

the college at 2pm. 

 

The Reformation & the Martyrs Walking Tour (which includes a 

visit to Christ Church Cathedral – we have negotiated free entry – normal-

ly £8) – meet the blue badge guide at the Martyrs Memorial at 1.55pm 

for the walk to start at 2pm. The walk is free of charge but you may need 

to pay other admission fees. 

 

For those not booked on either of the above the afternoon is free time 

 

5.30pm Reflection Angela Tilby 

 

7pm Conference Dinner with guest speaker Dorrien Davies 

 

(wine will be served with this evening’s dinner and a bar will be available in 

the Dining Room from 9pm to 11pm). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Canon Dr Angela Tilby 

will be reflecting each day on 

the conference as it proceeds. 

Angela is a Canon Emeritus of 

Christ Church Cathedral, Ox-

ford. She is a former BBC 

producer and has been in the-

ological education and parish 

and cathedral ministry since 

her ordination She is a regular 

broadcaster on Radio 4’s 

Thought for the Day 

Dr Cathy Ross is MA Coor-

dinator for Pioneer Training 

at CMS (Church Mission Soci-

ety), Tutor in Contextual 

Theology at Ripon College 

Cuddesdon, Tutor in Mission 

at Regent’s Park College, Ox-

ford.  She has previously 

worked in Rwanda, Congo 

and Uganda with NZCMS.   



the bus will leave from outside 

normal-

for the walk to start at 2pm. The walk is free of charge but you may need 

 

(wine will be served with this evening’s dinner and a bar will be available in 

Cathy’s publications include 

Mission in the 21st Century, 

Exploring the Five Marks of Global 

Mission (ed with Andrew 

Walls); Mission in Context (with 

John Corrie,), The Pioneer Gift 

(with Jonny Baker), Mission on 

the Road to Emmaus, (with 

Steve Bevans and Pioneering 

Spirituality (with Jonny Baker). 

She is a New Zealander, 

married to Steve, a GP and 

they have 3 children and one 

grandchild.  She is a keen 

supporter of the All Blacks and 

the Silver Ferns. 

 

Cathy writes: I believe that the 

leaders we need are already 

here. A leader is anyone who is 

willing to help, who is willing to 

take steps to create new possi-

bilities and new worlds.  In this 

session we will explore what is 

possible when we work togeth-

er to create healthy and resili-

ent communities and how crea-

tivity, conviviality and a gift cul-

ture of generosity can over-

come mindsets of scarcity.  We 

will consider whose voices we 

listen to and how participation 

in our shared humanity can lead 

us to know ourselves and God 

better. 

We shall walk out from ideas 

and patterns that constrain and 

limit us and walk on to explore 

and discover new ideas, gifts 

and practices for healing, 

wholeness and newness of life. 

Friday 22nd 

8am Breakfast (clear rooms after breakfast & return keys) 

 

ALL BEDROOMS SHOULD BE VACATED BY 10am – cases can be left 

with the porters at the gatehouse. 

 

8.50am Bishop Gregory 

 

9am Bible Study: ‘Cast your nets on the other side’ - lead-

ing and mission  John 21.1-17    David Runcorn  

 

10am Tea/Coffee & Biscuits 

 

10.30am Holy Eucharist (+G) & Reflection Angela Tilby 

 

12noon Lunch 

 

1pm Coaches depart for our return journey – estimated times of 

arrival will be given on the coaches at the break point in the jour-

ney.  
 

 

ALL MEALS are served in the Dining Hall (breakfast & lunch are self-

service) 

 

The Rt Revd Jack Nicholls will be with us throughout the Clergy 

School to act as our Chaplain. He will be available throughout our 

time in Oxford and would welcome the opportunity to talk, pray, 

chat with anyone who wishes. We look forward to having Bishop 

Jack with us for our Clergy School. Bishop Jack will have a room al-

located in which he can conduct one-to-one conversations if re-

quested. 
 

 

A room has been set aside as a Quiet Room where people can go 

for a time of reflection and prayer should you so wish. Once again 

there will be a Book Shop available at our Clergy School provided 

by St Andrew’s Bookshop, St Clements, Oxford. The shop will be 

open during our coffee break and over our lunch period.   

 
 

A lounge area is provided in the Danson Room (in the older build-

ing between the Ruth Deech building where most people will have a 

bedroom and the Dining Hall) for people to gather informally.  

No food or drink are allowed in the lounge area. 

 

We hope to have Fairtrade chocolate bars on sale at the Clergy 

School using an honesty box system.  



Hayes & Finch Ltd of Liverpool will be present at our Con-

ference when you will be able to look at various items for sale 

and also place orders which will be delivered to you following 

the Conference. We are grateful to Hayes & Finch Ltd who 

will be supplying the altar breads, communion wine and altar 

linen for our celebrations of the Holy Eucharist at the Confer-

ence. 
 

ID: Please bring with you your Diocesan ID card & lanyard 

together with your “Unlocking our Potential” folder given to 

you for the Diocesan Conference 2016. If you do not have a 

Diocesan ID card please contact Sian Connelly at the Dioce-

san Office before August 11th and a badge will be provided 

for you to be picked up at registration. 

 
 

BEDROOMS: The vast majority of accommodation is en-

suite and these rooms have been allocated on a first come, 

first served basis as application forms have been received. This 

may mean that the last few people to send in applications may 

be allocated a room with a wash basin and shared bathroom 

facilities. 
 

WALKING TOURS: in the initial paperwork we said that 

the walks were being subsidised but that you would need to 

pay £10 towards the cost. What has been decided is that the 

blue badge guided walk will be free of charge but that you will 

need to pay any admission charges which will be up to £10 

(originally asked for as the cost of the walk). Each of the walk-

ing tours will start at 2pm from the Martyrs Memorial which 

is between a 10 to 15 minute walk towards the centre of Ox-

ford and is found on what is now a traffic island before you 

reach the shopping area (just a little further on from, if you 

have been to Clergy School in Oxford previously, St Giles’ 

Church where we have previously held our worship). You are 

asked to be assembled at the Martyrs Memorial by 1.55pm for 

a prompt start for the walk. 

 

OPEN TOP BUS TOUR: this is free of charge and leaves 

from outside St Anne’s College at 2pm prompt. At the end of 

the tour the bus will make a stop at a convenient point in the 

city for those who wish to remain in the shopping area before 

it returns to the College. 

 

We are still awaiting confirmation of pick up and drop off points so 

these will be confirmed in the information given to you at registra-

tion. 

Rt Revd Jack Nicholls (Bishop Jack) 

was born in Rossendale, Lancashire on 

July 16th 1943. He is a Lancastrian by 

birth, breeding and conviction. He has 

however spent a number of years as a 

missionary in Yorkshire, most particu-

larly as Bishop of Sheffield from 1997 

until 2008 when he and his wife Judith 

retired to Chapel en le Frith in Derby-

shire. 

He was ordained in 1967 and served in 

parishes in Salford and Langley in the 

Diocese of Manchester. This was fol-

lowed by his first missionary experi-

ence in West Yorkshire as a lecturer 

at the College of the Resurrection, 

Mirfield. He returned to Manchester 

as a canon at the cathedral before be-

coming Bishop of Lancaster in 1990 

where he stayed for seven years.  

 

Bishop Jack has been married to Judith 

since 1969, they have two sons, two 

daughters and  thirteen grandchildren. 

One daughter and four grandchildren 

are Yorkshire born. Two of their chil-

dren have settled in Sheffield. He has 

been awarded honorary doctorates 

from both universities in his adopted 

city. 

Bishop Jack has several passions which 

include helping people on their jour-

ney in to God; telling stories; Russian  

saints; monks and nuns; history; crime 

fiction; singing and Manchester United. 



Information regarding the Clergy School will be able to be found on 

the Diocesan web-site and following the Conference the Keynote 

Speakers’ Lectures, Bible Study and Reflections will be available via 

pod-casts. 

 

PARK AND RIDE 
 

Pear Tree (North Oxford, Woodstock Road route) 
 

Parking charge  24 hours £2.00 

   7 days £10.00 
 

Maximum stay 24 hours (unless arranged) 
 

Bus fare one way £1.80, return £2.80 peak (before 0900 Mon-Fri, £2.60 off peak), 

Smartzone 24 hour fare £4.00, park & ride 72 hour fare £3.00. 

Hours of operation 0600 to 2315 Mon to Sat, 0840 to 1845 Sun 

Every 8-10 minutes during the day, every 30 minutes evening 
 

Contact numbers: Oxford City Council parking control tel. 01865 252489 
 

Bus stop for St Anne’s College: Old Radcliffe Infirmary, the College is a short 

walk from the stop on the Woodstock Road direction out of town. 
 

Water Eaton (North Oxford, Banbury Road route) 
 

This is also next to the Oxford Parkway Rail Station, which has direct 

trains to London Marylebone station. 
 

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations/OXP/details.html 
 

Parking charge  24 hours £2.00 

   7 days £10.00 

Maximum stay 72 hours 
 

Bus fare one way £1.80, return £2.80 peak (before 0900 Mon-Fri, £2.60 off peak), 

Smartzone 24 hour fare £4.00, park & ride 72 hour fare £3.00. 

Hours of operation 0700 to 1915 Mon to Sat, no service Sun 

Every 15 minutes 
 

Contact number: Oxfordshire County Council parking control tel. 01865 

815649 

 

Facilities: heated waiting area and tourist information. 
 

Bus stop for St Anne’s College: Keble Road, go up the Banbury Road direction 

out of town, cross the road and turn left down Bevington Road which links with 

the Woodstock Road. St Anne’s is immediately to your left (5 mins walk). 
 

Both car parks have security staff present during bus operating times and continuous 

CCTV surveillance.   
 

http://www.parkandride.net/oxford/html/oxford_parkandride.html 

 

 

. 

Retirement is busy and reward-

ing. He enjoys singing anything 

from Mozart to George Form-

by and is an honorary assistant 
bishop in the dioceses of Derby 

and Manchester. Retreats, Qui-

et Days and spiritual direction 

take up much of his time. 

He intends to loiter with intent 

and pray for everyone during 

the conference. 

 

Canon Dorrien Davies 

 is Canon Residential of St Da-

vids Cathedral.  He originates 

from Abergwili near Carmar-

then and has served the whole 

of his 30 year ministry in the St 

Davids Diocese.  Dorrien is 

well known for his preaching 

and public speaking, and re-

spected for his serious attitude 

towards faith, ministry and gos-

pel proclamation.  He has re-

cently accepted the post 

of Archdeacon of Carmarthen 

and takes up his responsibilities 

later in the year.  

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations/OXP/details.html
http://www.parkandride.net/oxford/html/oxford_parkandride.html


 




