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A Profile of the Diocese of St Asaph 

 

The Diocese of St Asaph is a diverse and hopeful community of faith. With roots in the Celtic church 
and a wealth of character and tradition, we seek to continue to uncover our shared vocation as God’s 
people in the Church in Wales in the north east of the Province. We are a Diocese in good heart and 
seek to persist in responding joyfully to God’s challenge. 

The Diocese follows the English/Welsh border in the east, whilst the western edge is delineated by the 
Conwy Valley. The northern boundary runs along the North Wales coast as far as Llandudno, but only 
takes in part of that town. The southern boundary runs from the lower end of Llyn Tegid (Lake Bala) 

across to Dolfor, just south of Newtown in Powys. 
Ecclesiastically it is bordered by the Dioceses of Chester, 
Lichfield and Hereford on the northern and eastern sides. To 

the the south we border Swansea and Brecon Diocese and to the 
west, west, Bangor. 

The The Diocese is predominantly rural, with many parishes 
having populations of less than 1000. However, there are 
important and continually developing industrial and 
commercial areas around Deeside (one of the largest 
industrial parks in Europe) and Wrexham and significant 
smaller developments along the two main arterial roads (A55 

(A55 (A55 and A483). 

The The coastal strip is home to traditional holiday resorts and 
tourism is an important industry in many parts of the 
Diocese. The largest employers are the local authorities 

through education and the health services with two large general district hospitals at Bodelwyddan 
and Wrexham. Wrexham hosts a refugee and asylum seekers support centre (supported by the 
Diocese), while migrant worker groups in the region (largely white EU) are involved in both industry 
and agriculture. A significant number of care workers come from the far-east. Together with many of 
the rural areas in the UK, the agriculture sector within the Diocese has endured many shocks and 
changes, including the foot and mouth crisis, the changing structures of agricultural support from the 
EU, increasing fuel costs and the unfolding impact of global warming. Welshpool and St Asaph have 
two of the largest livestock markets in Europe. 
 
The Diocese has 51 Church Schools, nearly a third of the total Church in Wales schools, and these are 
spread across 6 local authorities. St Joseph’s Anglican and Catholic High School in Wrexham is the only 
shared faith school in Wales and all our schools are an important way of providing mission and ministry 
to the young people of Wales. 

 

 



 
 

A Profile of Denbigh Mission Area 
 

 
Denbigh Mission Area embraces fifteen churches in the beautiful Vale of Clwyd in the vicinity of the 
historic market town of Denbigh and extends to the north-east to take in the small town of 
Caerwys.  
 
Although we were commissioned as recently as February 2017, the churches have a longer history 
of working and co-operating together. The clergy chapter and shared ministry team have met 
weekly for mutual support and encouragement for several years and is reflected in the good 
relationships that exist across the area. In recent years the churches of Denbigh MA have worked 
together on training worship leaders (There are over twenty), organising quiet days, pilgrimages, 
socials and a publicity/hospitality tent at the annual Denbigh & Flint Show.  
 

Contemplative, creative and compassionate 
 

Our Mission Area Conference has identified three priority areas to work at over the next couple of 
years which tie in with our vision statement. These are:  

• growing in faith 

• developing quality of worship  

• outreach to the wider community 
 
A leadership group is helping the Mission Area to focus its plan for activities in these three tasks.  
We have begun the development of our new website www.DenbighMissionArea.org.uk with 
training sessions for correspondents at Henllan Institute. 
Every fifth Sunday we share in Welsh Evensong service together with our neighbours in Dyffryn 
Clwyd Mission Area. Denbigh churches are linked into CYTUN, and other churches in the MA work 
ecumenically with chapels and Roman Catholic churches. We are fortunate to have the 
internationally renowned St Beuno’s Jesuit Spirituality Centre within our area and enjoy good 
relations with them. Many of our churches support the Food Bank in Denbigh; several run Messy 
Church gatherings and others are actively involved in Open the Book.  
 
We look forward to working with a new colleague based in Henllan. They can be sure of a warm 
welcome and continuing support and comradeship from the whole Mission Area. 
 

 
 

Pilgrims en route from Llannefydd to Llansannan – July 2017 

 

http://www.denbighmissionarea.org.uk/


 
The Henllan Group of Churches 

 

 
 

 

The group is made up of three 
rural communities:  Henllan 
being a large and lively village 
near Denbigh, Llannefydd a 
smaller, more scattered 
community three miles away, 
and Bylchau, four or five miles 
further on, a quiet village on a 
road connected to the Denbigh 
Moors.  The whole area is 
within easy reach of the 
cathedral City of St Asaph and is 
close to the A55 with its links to 
Chester and Liverpool (about 45 
minutes) and the north Wales 
coast. There is a mainline 
railway station at Rhyl and an 
airport at Liverpool. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
We have a good relationship with each other and three times a year we have joint benefice services 
going between the three locations.  There are three schools, natural Welsh primary schools.  St 
Sadwrn’s Church in Henllan is a good-sized stone building dating from the late medieval period 
(grade 2*) with an interesting separate bell tower and Bylchau’s St Thomas’s is a tall narrow stone 
church dating from the 1850s.  St Nefydd and St Mary’s in Llannefydd is the oldest of the three, a 

double-naved stone church dating from the 1500s 
and Grade 1 listed. The three church buildings are 
in a good state of repair.  The three churchyards are 
in good order; in Llannefydd the Community 
Council have the responsibility for upkeep. There 
are chapels in all three villages.  We share worship 
with these congregations from time to time – for 
instance in Llannefydd we meet twice a year at 
Christmas time and in Christian Aid Week to hold a 
bilingual ecumenical service either in church or 
chapel.                                                        

St Sadwrn’s Church, Henllan 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
In Henllan there is a newly-refurbished Church 
Institute which is a good venue for functions, 
celebrations and regular community activities.  In 
Llannefydd there is a village hall run and 
maintained by the community and as a church we 
can use it for special events or fundraising 
purposes.  In Bylchau, we use the Memorial Hall 
in Groes for functions. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 St Thomas’ Church, Bylchau 
 
 

 
Henllan has a morning service 
every Sunday at 11am. This   is 
usually a Sung Eucharist except for 
the First Sunday which is a non-
Eucharistic Family Service. The 
Family Service is led by a Worship 
Leader and attracts an attendance 
of between 20-30. In addition, 
every month, there is a Welsh Holy 
Communion and a Welsh Evensong. 
Both these services take place at 
3pm. Llannefydd and Bylchau both 
have two services each month, one 
is Eucharistic, the other is led by 
the Worship Leader with lay 
involvement,  
 

St Nefydd and St Mary, Llannefydd 
 
 
 
There is a good congregation attending 
each church commensurate with the size 
of the village.  Bylchau’s attendance is 
formed of a small group of dedicated 
worshippers and they have good support 
from the village around them for 
fundraising events.     
      
 
 
 

Village Hall, Llannefydd 
 
 
 

 



 
 We all recognise the financial pressures now pertaining generally to keep churches, clergy and 
mission going.  We have a web site www.henllan.com which is regularly updated giving details of all 
services and events. 

 
We have a lay reader and two worship leaders in 
Henllan, and a worship leader in Llannefydd.  The 
wardens in the three churches have good contact 
and meet regularly during the year.  We are three 
strong church communities and although not large 
in number, we have the support of our village and 
chapel friends in shared events, even in working 
parties to maintain the churchyards say twice a 
year. 
 
Flower Festival at Bylchau 
 

 
In Henllan, there is a Women’s Institute, a St Sadwrn’s Women’s group, Good Companions and a 
Mothers’ Union.  For children, there are Guides and Brownies, a Craft group and “Gang Ni” provides 
an opportunity for children to have group activities, and they come together before major festivals 
to do craft work in preparation.  There are plenty of volunteers willing to work with children, and 
we have two child protection 
officers in the benefice too.  There 
is even an annual Pets’ Service in 
Henllan. 
 
 
 
 
The Llindir Inn, Henllan 
 
Yearly village events include a Flower Show and the Henllan Extravaganza day. There is an annual 
Bonfire Night Party.  In Llannefydd there is a Horse and Pony Show and a Flower Show.  Last year in 
Bylchau a Flower Festival was held in July which all three parishes helped to organise.  Bylchau holds 
regular fundraising and social events too, cheese and wine evenings, harvest suppers, whist and 
bingo.   
All the parishes hold similar events and daytime social occasions to encourage community life as 
well as fundraise.  In Henllan, there is the Monday Munch, a scheme to share soup and coffee if you 
are on your own and want company.  The idea of a pram service is currently being developed. In all 
three we have held several concerts over the last few years. 
 
We are very supportive of each other’s events and are 
aware of our links with the Deanery.  Henllan takes a 
turn on the welcome desk at the Cathedral in St Asaph 
for instance.  The Deanery welsh service was held in 
Llannefydd in July.  We attend the Deanery Conference 
and respond to mission links and money raising 
schemes for a wide range of charities, particularly 
Christian Aid of course, and we are Fair Trade parishes.                                             
 
Llyn Brenig Reservoir above Bylchau 
 
 

http://www.henllan.com/


 
We have a magazine edited by a member of the congregation in Henllan, to which all three villages 
contribute items of interest and advertise upcoming events. Information is circulated about church, 
chapel and village societies.  There is a gardening club, an historical society and a walking group 
based in Henllan. There is summer league football in Henllan and there is also a community football 
pitch in Llannefydd.  There is a rugby club in Denbigh and a swimming pool, about three miles from 
Henllan. 
 

We are looking for someone to provide a 
pastoral and caring priestly ministry, to take 
an interest in the life of our welcoming 
group of churches. We hope to find 
someone friendly and flexible with a sense 
of humour.  There are a high proportion of 
Welsh-speakers in the area and ideally we 
would like a Welsh speaker or someone 
willing to learn, with a view to conducting 
bilingual services as well as English services.  
Clergy expenses are paid as recommended 
by the Representative Body of the Church 
in Wales. 

The unusual detached tower of Henllan Church 
 
 
We are a traditional area still and the old ways need 
respecting while we update our ideas as the world 
moves on.  Each of the three churches has a distinct 
personality and a particular character of worship and 
we feel that we form a harmonious group. Change is 
always difficult to accept but it is a part of life.  We 
know we need to keep a lively attitude to attract 
younger members but we don’t wish to alienate the 
older people either.  
 

                                         Hawk and Buckle Inn at Llannefydd 
 

 
We all accommodate change better through understanding the reasons for it but the process works 
best through achieving consensus.  We look forward with great hope and optimism to a new 
chapter in the story of our church family with the advent of a new priest to care for and guide us 
through the changing social circumstances of contemporary life.   
 
We hope that the new post holder will enjoy the benefits of a calm country area with close links to 
other parts of North Wales and its outstanding scenery.  Snowdonia is within easy reach.  The 
Clwydian Hills stretch out in the Ruthin direction.   The house will be situated in the village of 
Henllan details of which are available separately.   Within the village is a pub, village stores and post 
office.   A good golf course is just beyond the village and there is a regular bus service to Denbigh.    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The Rectory 

 
The Rectory is located at Ochr y Bryn, Henllan, Denbighshire, LL16 5AT. It is a comfortable three-bedroomed 

property constructed in the early 1950s. The house was purchased by the Church in Wales in 2014, at which 

time a scheme of refurbishment was carried out to include window replacement, bathroom improvement, 

central heating upgrade (oil fired) and improved thermal insulation. 

The Ground Floor accommodation includes Study, Dining Room, Lounge with open fireplace, 

Kitchen/Breakfast area, Utility, Cloakroom, Rear Porch. 

A detached double garage is located to the rear of a generous garden. 

 

     
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Mission Area of Denbigh 

for year ending 31st December 2016 
 

 

Membership Data for 2015 and 2016 

  

  2015 2016 2017 

Communicants       

     Easter 463 435 468 

     Pentecost 265 300   

     Christmas 418 443   

     Trinity III 309 298   

  

Average Attendance - over 18       

     Sundays 307 293   

     Weekdays only 50 29   

Average Attendance - under 18 30 21   

Electoral Roll 505 496   

  

Baptisms 45 55   

Confirmations 1 3   

Weddings 30 30   

Funerals 83  68    

Funerals Elsewhere 9  22  
 

 

 

  

Finance Data For 2015 and 2016 

  

INCOME 
2015 

£ 
2016 

£ 
 

EXPENDITURE 
2015 

£ 
2016 

£ 

Planned Giving 116,937 112,046   Parish Share 182,509 185,389 

Loose Collections 31,354 31,390   Clerics' Expenses 5,691 8,716 

Donations 31,989 29,340   Other Ministry Expenses 1,254 2,083 

For Mission 3,598 3,241   Maintenance of Services 11,449 15,985 

Tax Refunds 26,508 24,418   General Parish Expenses 6,782 16,794 

Legacy Gifts 73,925 2,569   Maintenance of Churches 60,887 62,700 

Grants 13,358 16,209   Maintenance of Property 30,990 14,440 

Money Raising 31,341 33,875   
Exceptional Property 

Expenditure 
6,095 18,539 

Fees 43,730 55,862   Grants to Parish 4,419 3,865 

Investments 17,869 10,147   Grants Outside Parish 12,276 9,557 

Other Income Resources 6,892 46,478   Capital Payments 13,049 127 

   
  Cost of Money Raising 1,291 3,126 

TOTAL INCOME 397,501 365,575   TOTAL EXPENDITURE 336,692 341,321 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 



 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 



 

 
Job Description 

 
House for Duty Priest in the Henllan Group of Parishes 

 

Post:  
House for Duty Priest to be rooted in the communities of Henllan, Bylchau and Llannefydd and part 
of the Shared Ministry Team in Denbigh Mission Area  
 

Purpose:  
To support the Bishop as Chief Shepherd, Pastor and Minister of the Diocese, a visible sign serving 
the Church’s unity and continuity in apostolic life, mission and ministry. 
 

Responsible: 
 In collaboration and full co-operation with the local churches in the mission area and diocese for: 
 

• People 
• Mission 
• Teaching 
• Preaching 

 

Principal tasks & duties, in collaboration and co-operation with the Mission Area 
Shared Ministry Team, Mission Area Conference and local Church Committees 
 
Preaching and teaching 
 
1. To preach the Word and, through a variety of means, to encourage people to reflect on the 

ways in which the Word relates to everyday life 
2. To administer the Sacraments and to encourage others to be prayerfully involved, as 

appropriate, in their celebration 
3. To lead people in praise and thanksgiving to God through the reverent, regular, careful and 

inspiring ordering of worship, in full cooperation with others, as above, and local leadership in 
worship  

4. To lead people in mission and evangelism, in full collaboration with others, as above 
5. To teach the Faith, involving others, as above 
6. To bring new members into the Church by Baptism including the appropriate preparation of 

candidates, parents and godparents, involving others, as above 
7. To prepare and present candidates for confirmation, involving others, as above 
8. To prepare people for holy matrimony, involving others appropriately, as above, and officiate at 

the service. 
  

Pastoral care 
 
1. To minister to the sick and dying, involving others, as above 
2. To officiate at funerals, involving others, as above 
3. To minister to the bereaved, involving others, as above 
 
 
 
 



 
4. To offer a pastoral ministry to all people within the parish, with others, as above 
5. To share Christian service with others 
6. To minister to all who are in need of support and spiritual counsel, involving others, as above 
7. To proclaim the righteousness, mercy and forgiveness of God to those who are troubled in spirit,    

involving others, as above 
8. To seek those who have strayed, involving others, as above 
9. To liberate and nurture God’s people for the good of all and the glory of God, involving others, 

as above 
  

Administration 
 
1. To support the Denbigh Mission Area Conference in considering and defining a mission policy 

for the church, taking into account:  

•  The call of God  

• The needs of the local community  

• The needs of the parish, diocese and province  

• The needs of the wider church   

• The needs of the congregation – 

•  The promotion of Christian Stewardship in all its aspects.  

• The need to work with the individual Church Councils to ‘earth’ this policy in specific 
ways in their localities 

2.   To comply with the law of the land and church regulations, within the context of the Mission Area 
Conference, in relation to the following: – Marriages and deaths – Child Protection – Financial 
Accountability – Health and Safety 

3. To share in an effective, competent and courteous administration of the three churches, as part 
of the Mission Area  

4. To consult and co-operate with the Mission Area Wardens and Conference and individual church 
Sub-Wardens and respective Church Committees in matters of concern and importance in the 
Mission Area and individual communities 

5. To maintain the necessary records of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, burials and other 
services (where appropriate) 

6. To encourage, support and participate in the administrative business of the Mission Area 
Conference and individual Church Committees, as appropriate 

 

Church and community 
 
1. To encourage good and courteous relationships with members of other Churches and Faith 
communities. 
2. To recognize the laity’s primary role in activities which further the mission of the Church in the 
local and wider community, and to support this 
3. To enable and encourage Church members in developing their prayer life and worship 
4. To encourage church members to be ambassadors of Christ 
5. To strengthen links between the worshiping communities and local schools, within the context of 
the Mission Area Conference 
6. To develop strong links with community groups and encourage their involvement in worship, 
whether in the church building or elsewhere 
 

 

 

 


