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From the Editor
Welcome to the June/July issue
of Teulu Asaph and I hope you’ve
already noticed a questionnaire
sliding out of the centre of the
magazine.
I’d like to get your thoughts,
feedback and suggestions for Teulu
Asaph going forward and I really
hope you’ll take a few moments to
complete it and send it back to me.
It’s available online in both Welsh
and English and all completed entries
will go into a prize draw. The back
page has all the details so please tell
me what you think.

In this edition, we’re considering
Brexit +1. Like many of you, I was
surprised to learn of another General
Election, but as Bishop Gregory
writes, now is the time to ‘take
the side of those whose voice is
otherwise silenced’. There’s also a
focus on how as Christians we can
get involved in the Brexit process.
There’s some useful information and
resources shared by Meifod Church
as we think ahead to next year’s
100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War. Could you and your
church carry out research on those
from your community who died?

As ever, thank you for your
contributions, photos, articles and
news and please don’t forget to let
me know what you think about Teulu
Asaph.

karenmaurice@churchinwales.
org.uk / 07918 133420
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Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob
Speak from the heart
of Christ

Siaradwch o galon
Crist

It is said that the two topics of conversation
often avoided over a cup of tea are politics
and religion, for fear of causing upset. While
politeness is a Christian virtue, it is surely
right for religious voices to raise political
concerns and questions: as every human
being is made in the image of God, so each
deserves profound respect and the right to
flourish. The Old Testament makes it clear
that the call of a prophet is to speak the truth
to power, and to speak for the poor and the
fatherless, the widow
and the orphan – those
in ancient society who
had no-one to speak for
them.

Dywedir mai’r ddau destun sgwrs dros baned
o de, sy’n cael eu hosgoi yn aml, yw
gwleidyddiaeth a chrefydd, rhag achosi gofid.
Er bod cwrteisi yn rhinwedd Cristnogol, mae’n
sicr yn iawn i leisiau crefyddol amlygu pryderon
a chodi cwestiynau gwleidyddol: gan fod pob
bod dynol wedi ei wneud ar lun a delw Duw,
y mae’n haeddu parch dwys a’r hawl i ffynnu.
Nodir yn glir yn yr Hen Destament mai galwad y
proffwyd yw siarad am y gwir wrth y rhai mewn
grym, ac i siarad ar ran y tlawd a’r di-dad, y
weddw a’r amddifad - y
rhai yn y gymdeithas
hynafol honno nad oedd
ganddyn nhw unrhyw un
i siarad ar eu rhan.

One of my favourite
churchmen is Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. An
outspoken critic of apartheid,
everyone expected him to
praise the incoming ANC
government. He did not,
and in one memorable line spoke of the new leaders:
‘They have stopped the gravy train, but only long
enough to climb aboard themselves.’ His words speak
of good Christian political engagement – without party
attachments, ready to speak against injustice wherever
it occurs.

Un o fy hoff eglwyswyr yw’r
Archesgob Desmond Tutu.
Yn feirniad di-flewyn-ar-dafod
o apartheid, roedd pawb
yn disgwyl iddo ganmol y
llywodraeth ANC oedd yn
dod i rym. Ni wnaeth hynny,
ac mewn un llinell gofiadwy, siaradodd am yr arweinwyr
newydd: ‘Maen nhw wedi dod â’r ‘trên grefi’ i stop, ond
dim ond yn ddigon hir i ddringo arno eu hunain.’ Mae
ei eiriau’n siarad am ymwneud gwleidyddol Cristnogol
da - heb ymlynu wrth bleidiau, yn barod i siarad erbyn
anghyfiawnder lle bynnag y mae’n digwydd.

The secret is only to speak from the heart of Christ.
Whenever the Church speaks to society, the only side
it should take is that of truth and of the poor, and those
whose voice is otherwise silenced, to speak as Jesus
would speak: for love, for inclusion, for justice.

Y gyfrinach yw siarad o galon Crist yn unig. Pryd bynnag
mae’r Eglwys yn siarad â’r gymdeithas, yr unig ochr y
dylai ei chymryd yw ochr gwirionedd ac ochr y tlawd, a’r
rhai y mae eu llais yn cael ei ddistewi fel arall, i siarad fel y
buasai Iesu’n siarad: dros gariad, dros gynhwysiant, dros
gyfiawnder.

I’m not afraid to tell you whom I think you should vote
for in the General Election: for the party that speaks, in
your conviction, for the benefit of all in the nation, for
justice and human flourishing, who speak and live in
the truth. Engage, debate, think, and speak out your
concerns, for society is only what we all make it.

www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk

Nid wyf yn ofni dweud wrthych chi pwy rwyf fi’n meddwl
y dylech chi bleidleisio drostyn nhw yn yr Etholiad
Cyffredinol: y blaid sy’n siarad, yn unol â’ch argyhoeddiad,
er budd pawb yn y wlad, dros gyfiawnder a llewyrch dynol
sy’n siarad dros y gwirionedd ac yn byw’r gwirionedd.
Ymgysylltwch, dadleuwch, meddyliwch, a mynegwch eich
pryderon, oherwydd dim ond yr hyn rydym ni i gyd yn ei
wneud ohoni yw cymdeithas.
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A year on from Brexit
What a
difference
a year
makes. As
we approach
Brexit
+1, Gethin Rhys, National
Assembly Policy Officer for
Cytûn (Churches Together
in Wales) explains how
Christians across Wales
can ensure their voice is
heard throughout the leave
process.
Just a year since
that referendum,
yet it seems an
age. Many people
were surprised,
some confused – and
a majority in Wales
were pleased with the
outcome.
The churches of
Wales – including the
Church in Wales – decided
after the vote to work
together on responding
to this new situation in
which our nation finds
itself. A Working Party,
with participation by
all member churches
of Cytûn has been
meeting regularly
4 | Teulu Asaph

and responding to some of the
public consultations. You can read
all these responses at: www.cytun.
cymru/waleseurope.
Listening to church members has
been central, and the concerns
raised have been reflected in what
we have written. We had hoped
to begin in the summer a series of
public listening exercises across
Wales – but the snap General
Election has postponed that until the
autumn, as churches work together
on holding election hustings instead.
Amongst the issues which we
have heard and want to explore
further are:
•

•

•

The uncertainty of European
Union citizens living in Wales –
many associated with churches
– as to what their future can be
once the UK has left the EU.
Worry about the rise in hate
crimes of all kinds around and
after the referendum. This
seems to have subsided, but
there are many who now feel
less secure in our society than
they once did.
The public questioning by
several politicians of our human
rights legislation and our
involvement in the European
Convention on Human Rights
(a different set-up from the EU
itself and not directly affected

•

•

by the referendum). The UK
Government’s intention not
to transfer the EU Charter
of Fundamental Rights into
domestic law in the Great
Repeal Bill may raise wider
issues around freedom of
religion and other human rights
and how they are respected in
the future UK.
The future of rural Wales and
especially uncertainty around
hill farming and meat exports,
and the possibility of more
cheap food imports from
outside the EU.
The sense that funds
designated by the EU have been
spent in communities without
participation in decision making
by those communities, and
that we must learn from those
mistakes in future.

This is quite an agenda, and goes
well beyond the Brexit question
itself. We want to hear from
churches who would like to work
with us in this vital conversation.

Find out more…
To get involved, contact
Gethin Rhys: gethin@cytun.
cymru

The European Parliament

Blwyddyn ers Brexit
Dyna
wahaniaeth
y mae
blwyddyn yn
ei wneud.
Wrth i ni
nesáu at Brexit +1, mae
Gethin Rhys, Swyddog Polisi’r
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol i
Cytûn (Eglwysi Ynghyd yng
Nghymru) yn esbonio sut y
gall Cristnogion ledled Cymru
sicrhau bod eu llais yn cael ei
glywed drwy gydol y broses o
ymadael.
Dim ond blwyddyn ers y
refferendwm, ond mae’n teimlo fel
oes. Roedd llawer o bobl wedi’u
synnu, rhai wedi drysu – a mwyafrif
pobl Cymru yn falch o’r canlyniad.
Wedi’r bleidlais, penderfynodd
eglwysi Cymru – yn cynnwys yr
Eglwys yng Nghymru – gydweithio
ar ymateb i’r sefyllfa newydd hon ar
gyfer ein cenedl. Mae Gweithgor sy’n
cwmpasu holl aelod eglwysi Cytûn
(Eglwysi Ynghyd yng Nghymru) wedi
bod yn cyfarfod yn rheolaidd ac yn
ymateb i rai o’r ymgynghoriadau
cyhoeddus. Gallwch ddarllen yr
ymatebion hyn ar: www.cytun.cymru/
cymruewrop.
Mae gwrando ar aelodau’n heglwysi
wedi bod yn ganolog, ac mae’r
www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk

pryderon a godwyd wedi eu
hadlewyrchu yn yr hyn a sgrifennwyd
gennym. Roeddem wedi gobeithio
cychwyn dros yr haf gyfres o
gyfleoedd i wrando ar draws Cymru
– ond mae’r Etholiad Cyffredinol
sydyn wedi gohirio hynny tan yr
hydref, wrth i’r eglwysi gydweithio ar
gynnal cyfarfodydd gydag ymgeiswyr
etholiadol yn lle hynny.

•

Ymhlith y materion y clywsom
amdanynt ac yr hoffem eu
harchwilio ymhellach mae:
•

•

•

Ansicrwydd dinasyddion yr
Undeb Ewropeaidd sy’n byw
yng Nghymru – llawer ohonynt yn ein heglwysi – ynghylch
beth fydd eu dyfodol unwaith i’r
Deyrnas Unedig adael yr UE.
Gofid am y cynnydd mewn
troseddau casineb o bob math o
amgylch a wedi’r reffer-endwm.
Mae’n ymddangos i’r don
ostwng bellach, ond mae llawer
sydd bellach yn teimlo’n llai
diogel yn ein cymdeithas nag yr
oeddent.
Y cwestiynu cyhoeddus gan
nifer o wleidyddion am ein
deddfwriaeth hawliau dynol
a’n hymwneud â’r Confensiwn
Ewropeaidd am Hawliau
Dynol (trefn wahanol i’r Undeb Ewropeaidd, a heb ei
effeithio’n uniongyrchol gan
y refferendwm). Mae bwriad
Llywodraeth y DU i beidio â

•

throsglwyddo Siarter Hawliau
Sylfaenol yr Undeb Ewropeaidd
i’n cyfraith trwy gyfrwng Bil
y Diddymu Mawr yn codi
cwestiynau ehangach am ryddid
crefyddol a’n hawliau dynol
eraill a sut gânt eu parchu mewn
Teyrnas Unedig ar ei newydd
wedd.
Dyfodol y Gymru wledig, ac yn
enwedig ansicrwydd o gwmpas
ffermydd mynydd ac allforion
cig, a’r posibilrwydd y mewnforir
mwy o fwyd rhad o’r tu allan i’r
UE.
Ymdeimlad fod arian o
gronfeydd yr UE wedi eu gwario
mewn cymunedau heb i’r
cymunedau hynny gymryd rhan
yn y drafodaeth, ac y dylem
ddysgu o’r camgymeri-adau hyn.

Mae hyn yn dipyn o agenda, yn
mynd tu hwnt i Brexit ei hun. Rydym
yn awyddus i glywed gan blwyfi a
hoffai weithio gyda ni yn y sgwrs
hanfodol hon.

I gael gwybod
mwy...
I gymryd rhan, cysylltwch â
Gethin Rhys: gethin@cytun.
cymru
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News / Newyddion
Cathedral volunteers required New members
for church bodies
St Asaph Cathedral is looking for
volunteers to help staff its new
tearooms. Work is already underway
on the third of a million-pound
extension to the Cathedral which will be
completed in the summer. As well as
tearooms, the new facilities will include
community meeting rooms and toilets
and will compliment a major interactive
development. The Dean, the Very
Reverend Nigel Williams, said: “These
are exciting times for the Cathedral.
The design and development of the
extension and refurbishment have
taken a long time to plan but we are
delighted that work is underway.” For
more information about volunteering
contact Jackie Feak: Jackiefeak@
churchinwales.org.uk.

Nominations are being sought for
new members of the Church in
Wales’ Governing Body (GB) and
Representative Body (RB).
The
closing date for nominations is 30
June and voting will take place at the
Diocesan Conference in October. The
RB is the central administrative body
of the Church in Wales responsible for
managing the assets and property of
the Church and providing stipends and
pensions for members of the clergy.
The GB is the supreme legislature of the
Church in Wales, broadly speaking its
‘parliament’. Details of how to nominate
are at http://stasaph.churchinwales.
org.uk/life/diocesanelections/

Dr David Starkey on Lady Margaret Beaufort
One of the country’s most
remarkable, influential and important
women will be brought to life by a
celebrated historian of the Tudor
times in a special event in Wrexham.
Dr David Starkey will tell the story of
Lady Margaret Beaufort, the mother of
King Henry VII and reputed benefactor
of churches in Wrexham, Gresford,
Holt, Mold and Holywell. Proceeds from

the event on 6 July at St Giles Church,
Wrexham, will be split between the
church and The Art Fund, a national
charity which makes donations to
assist in the purchase of works of art
for the nation. Tickets are available
from St Giles Church (in person) or
Wrexham Tourist Information Centre
(tic@wrexham.gov.uk / 01978 292015)
or the Art Fund ( clwyd@artfund.org.uk).

Kilimanjaro or Snowdon?
A group of walkers is planning
to climb Snowdon five times by
five different routes over five
consecutive days in September to
raise funds for the linked Diocese
of South West Tanganyika. The
challenge coincides with the Bishop
of South West Tanganyika, Matthew
Mhagama’s climb of Africa’s highest
mountain, Kilimanjaro.
At 19,300
feet Kilimanjaro in Tanzania is over
five times the height of Snowdon as
measured from sea level and is usually
6 | Teulu Asaph

climbed by walkers over a five-day
period. Over recent years this iconic
volcano in Africa has suffered erosion
by walkers and deforestation by
locals and is in need of protection and
repair. Rather than fly to Kilimanjaro
and add to the damage and carbon
footprint, the challenge is to climb
in Wales and raise and contribute
equivalent funds to Tanzania. For
more information contact Adrian
Murray:
Adrianmurray@btinternet.
com / 01678520344.

Bishop Matthew walking on his recent visit
to Wales

Promoting Peace
through the Language of Music
In 1947, a team of volunteers
from Llangollen launched a
festival of peace. 70 years on,
the International Eisteddfod
continues to welcome the
world every July. Its President,
Terry Waite CBE, who spent
almost five years as a hostage
in Lebanon, tells Teulu Asaph
why the language of music is
vital in today’s uncertain world.

Terry Waite first came to the
International Eisteddfod as patron
of the Warrington Male Voice Choir,
which had been nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize for its reconciliation
work in Ireland. Today as a peace
campaigner, he’s the President of the
International Eisteddfod and leads the
opening parade through the streets of
Llangollen.

“The International Eisteddfod is
unique,” explains Terry Waite. “It was
a local endeavour, largely supported
by local people. After the Second
World War, the people of Llangollen
decided there was something they
could do to promote peace. Using
what was familiar to them, they
brought people together through the
language of music and song.”
And that continues to be Llangollen
International Musical Eisteddfod’s
unique offering: bringing people
together from all over the world, on
a field to meet, compete and share a
cultural experience.
Terry Waite was serving as special
international peace envoy to the
Archbishop of Canterbury when, in
1987, he journeyed to Lebanon to
secure the release of four hostages,
only to be kidnapped himself. For
most of his years in captivity he was
kept in solitary confinement in a room
without any natural light, chained to
the wall and forced to sleep on the
floor.

www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk

“The procession is a marvellously
colourful event, celebrating and
applauding the cultural identify of
every nation taking part,” he says.
“The costumes celebrate the heritage
of the performers and what we can
get wrong so often, is to assume that
celebrating identity is divisive. It need
not be divisive. Instead it can be
creative and make a positive impact
on the world.” Many of those who
come to compete or perform take that
‘Spirit of Llangollen’ home and share it
with people in their own community.

A year on from Brexit and Mr
Waite understands many people’s
frustrations with the bureaucracy of
Europe. “Personally,” he says, “I think
people have been fed up with what
might become a large centralised
bureaucracy taking away the control
they have of their own lives. Being
part of Europe has seen the exchange
of people and that’s been positive so
we now have to continue to develop
creative, good relationships and the
language of music and arts can do
just that.”
Recent terrorist attacks have
prompted Terry Waite to say World
War Three is underway. “We’re
seeing conflict and terrorism on a
global scale anywhere and anytime.
We live in a divided world, but we
don’t need to be defeated by it. Let’s
do what we can and emphasise the
positive, exactly as those who started
the International Eisteddfod did 70
years ago.” It seems, the language of
song and music continues to play a
vital role in today’s world.

Find out more….
The Llangollen International
Eisteddfod takes place at
Llangollen Pavilion from
3 – 9 July. Full details
at http://internationaleisteddfod.co.uk/
Churches in Llangollen
regularly host concerts
and events to support the
International Eisteddfod.
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Finding out about the lives of
the men on your war memorial
can reveal stories that bring
the local impact of the First
World War into sharp focus.
Frances Ward, co-organiser in
2014 of the exhibition Meifod
in the Great War: the Front
Line and the Home Front,
helps you get started on your
research.

Why find out?
Finding out more about the men on
the war memorial is fascinating –
and addictive. The names suddenly
become real people, with jobs, and
families who were left behind when
they enlisted. Some lived in houses
and farms that are little changed today.
When we began researching the
Meifod men who died in the First
World War we quickly realised
that people in the village wanted
to know more about them. We
plan to tell some of their stories on
Remembrance Sunday this year, and
more in 2018, when we will mark the
1918 Armistice Day.
If you haven’t started a similar project
yet – why not begin now?

How to start
You can do a lot of research online.
You can find out about individual men,
and also learn about the terminology
of the war, about recruitment and
conscription, how things worked, and
when and where battles were fought.
But while some websites allow free
access, for others you need to take
out a subscription. A useful website for
background information about the front
line is www.longlongtrail.co.uk (free)

Step one: The
Commonwealth War
Graves Commission
website: www.cwgc.org
(free)
Use the names and year of death from
your war memorial to search for each
man on this website. All the men who
fell are recorded here. When you find a
plausible match, clicking on the man’s
name will give you more information:
his rank, date of death, age, regiment,
and where he is buried. Many entries
have details of his family under
‘additional information’. There are
usually several men in the records with
similar names and ages, so carefully
checking all the details you can find
will help you decide whether you have
found ‘your’ man.

Hints & tips
Don’t use too much detail when you
begin your search. If entering the full
name doesn’t give a result, try using
just an initial for the first name. This will
broaden your options.
Be flexible in your thinking! Bear in
mind that war memorial information
can be inaccurate – information for
memorials was gathered locally, and
often some years after the event. For
example, a man listed as ‘Frederick’
on the memorial may be a man who
was known as ‘Fred’, but it was an
abbreviation of ‘Wilfred’, not ‘Frederick’.
Spellings of names – particularly Welsh
ones – can be variable.
During the war, as the number of
casualties grew, regiments often had
to be merged. The regiment mentioned
on the war memorial may not be the
one the man was in when he died,
or when he enlisted, but is the one
remembered by the relatives giving the
information some years later.

Step two: finding out more
about their home lives
www.ancestry.co.uk
(subscription)
You can use this website to access
census records. The 1911 census will

Tolling the bell
This year we are remembering all
25 men on the Meifod memorial
by tolling the church bell on the
anniversary of the day each man
died. We read their stories, and
ring the bell to mark each year of
their lives. In April, the tolling of
the bell for William Corbett was
made even more poignant because
two of William’s grandsons, David
and John Corbett, came from
Shrewsbury with their wives to

8 | Teulu Asaph

be present. William, a gardener
working for the Williams Wynn
family, died of his wounds in
northern France aged 34, leaving
a widow and three small sons.
David and John are the sons of
William’s middle son, Arthur, who
was baptised in Meifod Church in
1913. Shown here are John and
David Corbett with their wives at
the font where their father
was baptised.

After the war the Commonwealth
(then Imperial) War Graves
Commission marked all First
World War graves with a simple
headstone, giving the name, rank,
regiment, date of death, and age
of the soldier. Relatives could
choose to add their own wording
at the base of the headstone.
Bodies were not re-patriated
during the First World War, but if a
soldier died in this country - eg, in
a military hospital - his body was
often buried in his local churchyard,
and a Commonwealth War Graves
headstone later provided. This
Meifod stone marks the grave of
Edward Bowen, who died at Park
Hall Camp in Oswestry.

record where and with whom ‘your’
men were living. Using this information
you can go back to previous census
returns (1901, 1891, 1881) and build
up a picture of their families. You can
also tell whether a man lied about his
age in order to join the army.
Once you have names and dates,
you can use parish records to trace
baptisms, marriages and deaths,
all of which add to your picture. For
example, we found that a family that
had lost two sons in the war, also
lost a daughter in the 1919 influenza
epidemic. If the family wasn’t always
local, you can use Ancestry to find
birth, marriage and death indexes. One
of the men recorded on the Meifod
memorial served in the US Army. After
much searching, we found that he was
born in a village about ten miles from
Meifod, and emigrated with his older
brother to New York in about 1908.
They both enlisted when America
joined the war in 1917, and he was
killed in action in July 1918.
Local newspapers may have items
about ‘your’ men, including obituaries,
and photos. You can often access
newspapers in your local library,
or you can use online searches:
Welsh Newspapers Online,
National Library of Wales (free).
British Newspaper Archive www.
britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
(subscription)

Step three: finding out
what happened to them
as soldiers
www.ancestry.co.uk
(subscription)
Using this website you can search
for your men in ‘British Army WW1
Service Records’. Sadly over 60%
of these service records were lost in
the Blitz, but where they survive they
can give you a lot of detail, from the
soldier’s enlistment paper (which will
include his height and weight) to where
and how he died, and the war pension
paid to his next of kin. Searching on
‘Medal Rolls Index Cards’ will give
you further details.

‘Battalion War Diaries’ are the daily
accounts written by officers of what
was happening to the men under their
command. These record details of the
engagements they were involved in,
the names of officers and the numbers
of men of other ranks killed on any
particular day. Most regiments have
published summaries of these diaries,
which can be borrowed from a library
Good luck with your research!

Men
on the Meifod
memorial
Charles Williams Wynn, only son
of the ‘Big House’ in Meifod, left
Eton College early to sign up
during the first wave of patriotic
enthusiasm. After a few weeks’
training, he was gazetted as
a Second Lieutenant in the
Coldstream Guards. He was
killed at Ypres in October 1914,
only three days after he had
joined his regiment at the front.
He was 18. His family still has
the telegram announcing his
death, some of his kit - and a
photograph of him in uniform
proudly standing by the River
Vyrnwy with his two sisters.
By contrast,
Evan Jones
was born
in the
Wrexham
Kit belonging to
workhouse,
Charles
Williams Wynn
and after
living with
his aunt’s crowded
family in Meifod, maybe saw
being a soldier as an opportunity
to have a more exciting life.
Having lied about his age he
enlisted in 1914, aged 15. He
was killed in 1915, only days
after his 17th birthday.

Find out more….
For more information contact Frances Ward:
frances.ward1514@btinternet.com

Llangynyw
War Memorial

www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk
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Pause for
Thought

Munud i
Feddwl

Calling

Galwad

On 24 June, Bishop Gregory will ordain ten
new deacons and priests to work in churches
across the diocese. It’s an important day
celebrating those who follow their calling into
ordained ministry and everyone is welcome
to the service. Canon Dr Manon Ceridwen
James, St Asaph’s Director of Ministry reminds
us that we all have a calling.

Ar 24 Mehefin, bydd Esgob Gregory yn ordeinio
10 diacon ac offeiriad newydd i weithio mewn
eglwysi ar draws yr esgobaeth. Mae’n ddiwrnod
pwysig sy’n dathlu’r rhai sy’n dilyn eu galwad i
weinidogaeth ordeiniedig ac mae croeso i bawb
ddod i’r gwasanaeth. Mae’r Canon Dr Manon
Ceridwen James, Cyfarwyddwr Gweinidogaeth
yma yn Llanelwy, yn ein hatgoffa fod gan bawb
ohonom alwedigaeth.

The root of the word vocation is vocare; to call, or even to
name. For those I meet who sense a call to specific lay or
ordained ministries, this is about trying to name something
deep inside which somehow cannot be fully named.
Learning how to speak about that call is an important part of
the process of discerning a call. It is not just about hearing
God’s voice; it is also about finding our own voice. Our
calling is to be the person God has created us to be, as well
as to specific roles or ministries. That can take a lifetime.
A few years ago, while I was ministering in Llanddulas, I
spent some time with the school thinking with them about
the fruits of the spirit (Gal 5: 22, 23). Together we explored
what love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control meant for us
practically in our lives and in the life of the school. I gained
a deep appreciation of each fruit as I explored them with
each class, and as we worked together on designing
assemblies taking each fruit as our theme. I was reminded
of the simplicity of our common calling, which is to grow
as Christians and demonstrate these fruits in our lives. So
our vocation is to find our own unique voice, our own true
name and identity in Christ. For some of us it will be about
a specific role, ministry or task. However (more importantly
perhaps) it is also to live as mature and growing Christians,
people who are loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind,
generous, faithful and self-controlled. The challenge for us
is - are we and our churches growing in these fruits?

The St Johnstide Ordination takes place at St
Asaph Cathedral on 24 June at 10am. It will
include British Sign Language interpretation.
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Gwraidd y gair Lladin am alwedigaeth (vocation) yw vocare;
galw, neu hyd yn oed enwi. Yn achos y rhai rwyf yn eu
cyfarfod sy’n synhwyro galwad i weinidogaethau lleyg
neu ordeiniedig penodol, mae hyn yn ymwneud â cheisio
enwi rhywbeth sy’n ddwfn y tu mewn iddyn nhw na ellir ei
enwi’n llawn, rywsut. Mae dysgu sut i siarad am yr alwad
yn rhan bwysig o’r broses o ddirnad galwad. Nid dim ond
mater o glywed llais Duw ydyw; y mae hefyd yn ymwneud
â dod o hyd i’n llais ein hunan. Ein galwad yw i ni fod yr un
y mae Duw wedi ein creu ni i fod, yn ogystal ag i rolau neu
weinidogaethau penodol. Gall hynny gymryd oes.
Ychydig flynyddoedd yn ôl, pan oeddwn yn
gweinidogaethu yn Llanddulas, treuliais beth amser
gyda’r ysgol yn meddwl gyda nhw am ffrwythau’r ysbryd
(Galatiaid 5: 22, 23). Gyda’n gilydd fe wnaethom archwilio
beth oedd cariad, llawenydd, tangnefedd, goddefgarwch,
caredigrwydd, daioni, ffyddlondeb, addfwynder, a
hunanddisgyblaeth yn ei olygu i ni yn ymarferol yn
ein bywyd ein hunain ac ym mywyd yr ysgol. Cefais
werthfawrogiad dwfn o bob ffrwyth wrth i mi eu harchwilio
gyda phob dosbarth, ac wrth i ni gydweithio ar gynllunio
gwasanaethau, gan gymryd pob ffrwyth fel ein thema.
Cefais fy atgoffa o symlrwydd ein galwad gyffredin, sef tyfu
fel Cristnogion a dangos y ffrwythau hyn yn ein bywyd.
Felly ein galwedigaeth yw dod o hyd i’n llais unigryw ein
hunain, ein gwir enw a’n hunaniaeth ein hunain yng Nghrist.
I rai ohonom bydd yn ymwneud â rôl, gweinidogaeth
neu dasg benodol. Fodd bynnag (yn bwysicach, efallai)
mae hefyd yn golygu byw fel Cristnogion aeddfed sy’n
tyfu, fel pobl sy’n caru, sy’n llawen, yn heddychlon, yn
amyneddgar, caredig, a hael, sy’n ffyddlon ac yn hunanddisgybledig. Yr her i ni yw - a ydym ni a’n heglwysi yn tyfu
yn y ffrwythau hyn?

Gladstone’s Library

Gladstone’s values
in a changing world
Gladstone’s Library nestles
resplendently in Hawarden
in the north east corner of
the Diocese. It was founded
by Prime Minister William
Gladstone and, following
his death in 1898, became
the national memorial to his
life and work. Today it is
dedicated to dialogue, debate
and learning. Its Warden,
Revd Peter Francis (above)
offers some Gladstonian
reflections on today’s world.
Recently, I saw The Promise, a
film about the Armenian genocide
which has become notorious for
receiving 50,000 one-star ratings on
IMDB (an information source for the
entertainment industry) before it was
even released. These fake postings
were no great surprise. Turkey still
refuses to acknowledge the tragedy
— despite the overwhelming evidence
and support of historians worldwide.
The genocide was carried
out by the Ottoman Empire
(now the Republic of
Turkey) between 1915 and
1923. It devastated this
small nation, proud of
being the first country
to become officially
Christian and of
having the world’s

www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk

oldest national church. One and a half
million Armenians were slaughtered.
Today, the population of Armenia
is about three million. As a result of
political pressure from Turkey, the
UK and USA have failed to officially
recognise the genocide.
Gladstone’s Library has pledged to
start observing Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day on 24 April. We
feel a particular affinity with Armenia
because of William Gladstone.
Towards the end of his life, he came
out of retirement to speak on their
behalf. His last two speeches in
Chester (1895) and Liverpool (1896)
drew the attention of the British
public to the Turkish aggression and
systematic murder of thousands
of Armenians in a precursor to the
later genocide. It was a quote from
Gladstone that was used on the
masthead of the Armenian newsletter
in New York that mobilised American
concern – ‘to serve Armenia is to serve
civilization.’
When Gladstone died, he was buried
with a distinctive Armenian cross.
As he lay in state in the Palace of
Westminster, his coffin was draped in
the Armenian colours. In Hawarden,
a memorial window was given to the
church by the Armenian community
out of respect for Gladstone’s
transforming concern for their
cause. At Gladstone’s Library, we
have a fifteenth-century illuminated

manuscript and a picture of the great
Armenian nationalist leader and
churchman, Mkrtich Khrimian, which
were gifts to Gladstone and his wife
from the Armenian community.
There are two important lessons
for today to learn from Gladstone’s
involvement with Armenia. Firstly,
the attack on Christian Armenians by
Turkish Muslims could look as though
it was a religious conflict. Gladstone
was very careful to distinguish
between Islam and the Ottoman
Empire. It is the Empire that is evil
not the religion – that is an important
distinction as we face violence
unleashed by today’s terrorists.
Secondly, Gladstone was not
someone who wanted to be
isolationist or to be concerned only
with British issues. He believed, ‘All
human beings have the same claims
upon our support’ and he quoted a
saying of St Augustine, ‘People cannot
be good, who in any part of the world,
cut themselves off from the rest of the
world’.

Find out more….
Gladstone’s Library has a
programme of talks, festivals
and events throughout the
year. Full details at https://
www.gladstoneslibrary.org/
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Schools / Ysgolion
New Head
for Eyton
The Bishop of St Asaph has
formally commissioned a new
head teacher for Eyton School near
Wrexham. Louise Whitgreave has
taken over as head of the Voluntary
Controlled (VC) school. Pictured
after the service are Jane Borthwick
from GwE (the School Effectiveness
and Improvement Service for North

Wales), Roz Williams, Diocesan
Director of Education and Life-long
Learning, Bishop Gregory Cameron,

Louise Whitgreave, Thomas and Ellie
who read during the service and
Revd Canon Sue Huyton.

Story-telling Competition
Year 5 and 6 pupils at Ysgol
Trefnant, who entered Radio 2’s 500
words story-writing competition,
are eagerly waiting to see if their
tales have made the top 50. In the

process of writing their stories the
pupils used the ‘Class Notebook’
facility via Hwb, the school’s online
learning platform. They also received
‘live’ support and feedback from their

Strong Estyn Report

Governors, staff, pupils and
parents at Ysgol Llanbedr are
celebrating after a recent Estyn
Report
judged
the
school’s
performance to be good across all
the inspection criteria. The Report
on the Voluntary Controlled primary
school, near Ruthin highlighted that
’most pupils make good progress and
achieve well as they move through
the school’, ‘standards of literacy
12 | Teulu Asaph

and mathematics are good’, ‘learning
experiences engage pupils’, ‘there
is a strong emphasis on developing
pupils’ creative skills’, ‘the school
places a high priority on the wellbeing
of all pupils’, and the school is
‘a friendly and inclusive learning
community’.
The report coincides with recent
celebrations to mark five years of
providing full day care for children
from pre-school age through to year 6.
Munchkins is a not for profit childcare
facility offering a full day care wrap
service that is quite unique for a
school of its size. Mrs Van Loock,
Acting Headteacher, expressed her
thanks to the team and the school staff
for all their support: ‘As a school we
are very proud to be able to provide
such a high quality childcare service
that offers a seamless transition to
the school. The team at Munchkins
are totally committed to what they do
and we are thrilled to be celebrating
their fifth year. We look forward to its
ongoing success.’

teacher, Louise Davies, one evening
per week. All of this was a new
learning experience for the pupils,
developing their IT knowledge and
skills.

Easter
Brought to Life
The Easter Story was brought to
life for children at Ysgol Deiniol,
Marchwiel, near Wrexham this
year by the Mission Area Leader,
Sue Huyton. She spent a day in the
school during Holy Week explaining
the Passion of Christ. Feedback said:
‘…every teacher was very positive,
the children found it stimulating and
enjoyable too!’

Resources / Adnoddau
Can We Help You to Support local Schools?
The deadline is fast approaching
for applications for the Archbishop
Rice Jones Trust which provides
funds for Religious Education
teaching and collective worship.
In recent years, the Trust has helped
over 70 local schools. It works in
a collaborative, hands-on way to
find new and innovative methods of
supporting collective worship and
the teaching of all faiths in all local

schools, not just Church in Wales
schools. It also welcomes applications
seeking to develop and strengthen
ways for linking schools with local
churches. The next application
closing date is 9 June and schools
will be advised before the end of June
if they have been successful. Details
and application forms (in English
and Welsh) can be found at: http://
stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/life/

steering-groups/nurturing/learning/
schools-2/staff/archbpricejones/

The Shack
Free booklets based on the new film
The Shack have been produced by
Damaris Media for use by Church
groups. The resources are designed
to help churches and individuals
think through the issues raised in the
film, which goes into cinemas from 9
June. The pack includes background
information about The Shack and how
the film was made, as well as ‘Film
discussion’ questions on ‘The God
who surprises’ and ‘The God who
suffers’.
Based on a bestselling novel, The
Shack tells the story of Mack Philips
who, after a family tragedy, spirals

into a deep depression causing him
to question his innermost beliefs.
Facing a crisis of faith, he receives a
mysterious letter urging him to go to an
abandoned shack deep in the Oregon
wilderness. Despite his doubts, Mack
journeys to the shack and encounters
an enigmatic trio of strangers led by
a woman named Papa. Through this
meeting, Mack finds important truths
that will transform his understanding
of his tragedy and change his life
forever. You can download a free
booklet at theshackmovieuk.com.
Printed copies can be requested from
hello@damaris.org.

12th You’re a Churchwarden, 7-9pm
in All Saints Church, Southsea.
13th “Help, I’m a line manager”,
9.30am-12.30pm in Diocesan Office,
St Asaph.
13th Being fair in making
appointments and discerning
vocations, 1.30-4.30pm in Diocesan
Office, St Asaph.
13th You’re a Churchwarden, 7-9pm
in St John’s Church, Pool Quay.
19th You’re a Churchwarden,
7-9pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.
20th
Supporting
Discernment,
9.30am-1pm in Diocesan Office, St
Asaph.

JULY

Training
The Training Prospectus includes
details of all training events in the
Diocese. Pick up a copy in church or
download a copy from http://stasaph.
churchinwales.org.uk/life/steeringgroups/training/
JUNE
6th RSCM Music Resource Day,
10am-4pm in St Margaret’s Church,
Wrexham.
7th Creative Collective Worship,
4-5.15pm Diocesan Office, St Asaph.
10th Youth Worker Breakfast 10am12.30pm in Gladstone’s Library,
Hawarden.
www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk

11th Welcome to the Diocese,
10am-4pm in Diocesan Office, St
Asaph.
11th Safe Church, 6-9pm in
Diocesan Office, St Asaph.
13th Safe Church, 6-9pm
in
St
John’s Church,
Pool Quay.
15th Vocation
Day, 9.30am1pm Glyndwr
University,
Wrexham.
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I want to be a…

Worship Leader
In the last in our series
looking at licensed and
commissioned lay ministry,
the Diocesan Training Officer,
Richard Hainsworth, explains
the role of Worship Leader.

What is a Worship
Leader?
Worship Leaders (WLs) are called to
enable others to pray and worship.
They are commissioned by a Mission
Area and can lead services such as
family services, morning and evening
prayer and other acts of public
worship. They can also lead the
Ministry of the Word at a Eucharist.
WLs can compose acts of worship,
produce liturgies according to the
guidelines and provisions of the
Church in Wales, and may also
write and lead intercessions as can
other members of congregations.
WLs would not normally robe to lead
worship unless there is a strong local
tradition of doing so.

How do I become a
Worship Leader?
Mission Areas should discern the
need for WLs as part of their shared
ministry teams, and may find the
Living and Learning course valuable
in doing so. Mission Areas should
work out how WLs might minister
across the area, either in a specific
church or more widely, and how they
will support each other and other
members of the team.

What sort of training is
involved?
Mission Areas can arrange their own
training for WLs. The Living and
Learning Course also includes a sixweek training course for WLs. WLs
should be commissioned by the MA
Leader in an act of public worship.

Find out more….
See the guide: Ministry Roles, Formation and Training in the Diocese
of St Asaph available from the Diocesan Office and on the website
Contact the Training Officer: Revd Dr Richard Hainsworth on 01352
840842 or exploringfaithasaph@gmail.com
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Why are you a Worship
Leader?
Tony White helps lead family
services at St Peters in Holywell
and Holy Trinity in Greenfield and
says:
“That’s a good question! I could
give a ‘full on church’ type answer
but in reality, I feel I am presently
where I need to be: to help create
an environment in our church to
help people in their time with God,
wherever they are in their relationship.
It’s as simple as that. Always centred
around the theme, or purpose of a
service, as directed by our vicar, I
help with the service format, content,
activity planning, audio visual support
and then lastly the selection and
arrangement of the music. I try to
balance this whilst working away
from home and sometimes it is
difficult to get a work, home, family
and church balance. I am immensely
lucky to have with me some excellent
musicians who all have a heart
for worship and when it all comes
together it’s the best ‘job’ going!”

Your News / Eich Newyddion Chi
Diamond Award for dedication to Christian Aid
Churches in Colwyn Bay have
been awarded a special Diamond
Award for 60 years of faithful
fundraising
for
international
development charity Christian
Aid. Colwyn Bay was one of the
twenty areas in Wales to take part
in the first ever Christian Aid Week
in May 1957 to raise funds to help
refugees following the Second
World War. Today the churches
raise approximately £3,000 each
year towards this humanitarian
work.

Eglwysi Bae Colwyn yn derbyn Gwobr Diemwnt
Mae grŵp o wirfoddolwyr ym Mae
Colwyn wedi derbyn gwobr i nodi
60 mlynedd o gefnogaeth ffyddlon
yn codi arian ac ymwybyddiaeth
i’r elusen datblygu ryngwladol

Cymorth Cristnogol. Roedd Bae
Colwyn ymhlith yr ugain ardal yng
Nghymru a gymerodd ran yn yr
Wythnos Cymorth Cristnogol cyntaf
yn 1957 er mwyn codi mwy o arian i

helpu ffoaduriaid wedi’r ail ryfel byd.
Heddiw mae’r eglwysi yn codi tua
£3,000 yn flynyddol tuag at y gwaith
dyngarol yma.

Dress a Girl Appeal
The craft group at St David’s
Church, Connah’s Quay has made
more than 30 dresses for girls in
developing countries. The group
read about an appeal for dresses
for girls who had never worn one,
let alone owned one that had been

specially made for them. During
March the group made the simply
designed sundresses from a variety
of different, colourful cotton fabrics.
Everyone involved felt they were
making them with love and got great
pleasure from doing so.

74 years of Ordination
A priest ordained in St Asaph
Cathedral in December 1943 is
celebrating his 74th anniversary
of ordination this year.
The
Revd Thomas Wynford Phillips
who is 102 served as a curate at
St Ethelwolds in Shotton, where
he met and married his late wife
Mabel, and then at Holy Trinity,
Rhyl, where he had special
responsibility for St John’s. He
then held several posts in parishes

www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk

in England, retiring in 1980 to St
Agnes in Cornwall, where he still
lives.
Today he remains very
proud of his Welsh roots and is an
avid fan of Welsh rugby.

For more News visit http://
stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/
news/teuluasaph/teulu-asaphextra-bits/
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Reflections in Words and Music
The Colwyn Bay Group of
Amnesty International UK is
holding an evening of poetry,
music and personal stories
entitled, Refugees: Reflections
in Words and Music at St
Asaph Cathedral on 7 July.
Gill Barnett from the group
encourages you to come along.

the population. We now know that
it was the fear of immigration, not
immigration itself, which contributed
to the Brexit decision. Regions having
the highest levels of immigration were
the least anxious about it.

The words in the above image from
Lord Byron’s The Wild Gazelle
perhaps encapsulate the hiraeth felt
by many refugees.

Local councils around the UK have
been overwhelmed by community
support for the government’s preBrexit scheme to offer asylum to
20,000 Syrian refugees. Councils have
pledged a further 2,000 places. Do
come and lend your support to this
important event.

Even before the French Huguenots
fled persecution in the 17th century,
Britain welcomed refugees who,
today, comprise less than 0.2% of

Speakers include the Bishop of St
Asaph, the Amnesty UK Director,
Kate Allen and the testimonies of two
refugees. There will be music from,

amongst others, local schools and
a professional harpist and violinist.
There will also be poetry readings
from Mererid Hopwood.
Entrance is free. Donations will be
welcome. The Cathedral doors
open at 6pm to view the extensive
exhibitions and information stalls. The
programme, in Welsh and English,
commences at 7pm. To ensure a
place contact maggietowse@gmail.
com or 01492 514870

Find out more….
https://www.facebook.com/
AMNESTYcolwynbay

Have your say
The last word for this edition
of Teulu Asaph must go to the
questionnaire, which by now,
should have dropped out from the
centre of your copy.
It’s based on this edition and is your
chance to tell me what you think of
the magazine: what works for you and
what doesn’t; what you’d like more of
and other ideas we could include. If
you’d prefer to complete the survey
online (and I’d encourage you to do so
please) you can find it at:
English: https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/7WVPBHH
Welsh: https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/TC2BWPV

You can complete it anonymously
but if you include your name and
contact details, your completed
survey will go into the prize draw.
Please share your copy of Teulu
Asaph and encourage family, friends,
work colleagues and neighbours to
complete the questionnaire too. The
more comments and feedback we
get, the better we’ll be able to make
Teulu Asaph.
If you have any questions about
the survey, please call or email
me (details on page 2).
Thank you for your help and
cooperation.

©Andrew Testa for Christian Aid.

REFUGEES:

“But we must wan
der witheringly
In other lands to di
e;
And where our fath
ers’ ashes be
Our own may neve
r lie.”

