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‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares 

the LORD, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a 

future.’

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
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Foreword
The Church in Wales and our Diocese of St Asaph 
is going through the biggest change since we 
separated from the Church of England in 1920.  We are 
transitioning to Mission Areas, creating new ways of 
working together, supporting each other and reaching 
out to the communities who surround our centres of 
worship.

During this time of change, we will need to develop new 
skills, find new ways of working, build new relationships 
and learn to work together.  We may also need to 
remind ourselves of talents long forgotten, or hone the 
skills we already possess.  

Change is exciting, uncertain and sometimes a bit 
scary. In trusting our God we are reminded that he 
promises to be at the helm, ensuring the plans he has 
for us provide hope and a future.  In learning to trust 
those with whom we share this great commission, we 
work alongside those accompanying us in our new 
endeavours.

This training prospectus offers opportunities to help 
with this transition.  Within its pages are opportunities 
to learn, be inspired, share experience, exchange 
wisdom and pray together.  In coming together to learn 
and explore, we will begin to understand each other.  
We may perceive needs and seek ways to meet those 
needs together.

This prospectus is about more than attending a 
training session, deciding to begin a theology course 
or choosing to spend a day in quiet contemplation.  It’s 
about investing your time and energy, not just to gain 
knowledge or insight, but to encounter others on the 
journey and share what you have to offer them.  
These courses are open to all and free to attend so… 
delve in, see what you’d like to do and book yourself on.

Tracey White
Training Forum Co-ordinator
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How to use this prospectus
This year’s prospectus is slightly different – there are 

more ways to access training than ever before.

Planned events

There are fewer planned events because we recognise 
that a lot of our time and energy will be devoted to 
the setting up of Mission Areas. However we still have 
a wide range of sessions covering the inspirational, 

reflective and administrative.

Locally delivered training

We will be visiting each Mission Area (MA) in turn to 
help you develop your own training plans to address 
the particular needs you have. In the meantime we 
can deliver training locally in your own Mission Area 

on a variety of topics e.g.

• What is mission and how do we do it?
• Working as a team
• Resources to help us grow as Christians
• Facilitation skills
• Chairing a meeting
• Mission Area Communications
• How to get the best out of meetings
• Hope and a Future
• Developing new vocations and ministries
• What is Theology for Life?

Bespoke training

We are always keen to hear of your own suggestions 
for training – please get in touch and we’ll work 
with you.  It might be a training event, developing 
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materials, identifying online training or providing 
resources to facilitate your own session.

What might help one Mission Area might be of use 
to others as well, so please share your ideas. The 
information we need is:

• Name of Mission Area
• Contact information
• Likely number of people attending
• Training need
• Proposed event or other form of learning
• Is there anything to bear in mind whilst trying to  

organise the date and time e.g. preferred time slot,  
day or time of year?

Please send to Jackie Feak at ministry.stasaph@

churchinwales.org.uk or phone 01745 582245

Training for transition

Pam Powell is also available to help Mission Areas with 
their transition and can offer practical help and training 
on setting up a Mission Area.  Topics might include 
forming a Mission Area Executive and Shared Ministry 
Team.  Pam can be contacted on 01978 721083 / 

pampowell@microplusmail.co.uk

Discipleship and ministry

Our diocesan Training Officers are happy to help local 
churches and Mission Areas to develop shared ministry
and build up discipleship through education and study.  
They would be pleased to speak to local groups/
leadership teams to discuss how they can support this 
work:

Glen Lund (Glen.Lund@stpadarns.ac.uk / 07918 
624675) and Richard Hainsworth (Richard.Hainsworth@
stpadarns.ac.uk / 01352 840842) are the Training 
Officers in the Diocese, working on behalf of the St 
Padarn’s Institute.

Full information about recognised roles and training is 
available in the publication Ministry Roles, Formation 
and Training in the Diocese of St Asaph, available from 
the Diocesan Office and on the Diocesan Website 
at http://stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/life/steering-
groups/developing/.
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Inspiration

In this practical hands on session you will be introduced 
in a non-threatening way to techniques and skills in 
producing eye catching presentations and using online 
resources. There will also be opportunities to ask 
questions and gain individual guidance.

Trainer: Alyson Goldstein, a Reader and former IT  
tutor

 For: This session is aimed particularly at those who  

The aim of the day is to increase awareness of our 
changing climate, its causes, impacts and implications 
amongst Church in Wales clergy and laity, and to equip 
them to consider practical action in their Mission Area. 
It will include:
• An outline of what we know about climate science 

and solutions
• The impacts, not just on Wales but on developing 

countries, such as for our link diocese in Tanzania
• Theological reasons for taking action, and 

theological resources
• Examples of practical steps in the life of churches 

and their congregations which can make a 
difference

• Opportunities for prayer, discussion and sharing 
information and stories

Speakers/facilitators will include:
• Jonathan Abbatt and Revd Andrew Sully
• Revd Marcus Zipperlen, Priest in Charge of 

Llangwm, Johnston and Freystrop. Prior to 
ordination Marcus was an Environmental Scientist 
and Engineer, coordinating all things Biological at 
the Centre for Alternative Technology.  

 lead or design worship or for any who would like to  
 gain confidence in using IT in ministry

 Date: 18 October, 1pm-4.30pm

 Venue: IT Suite, Llysfasi College, Coleg Cambria,  
 Ruthin

 Cost: Free.  Refreshments provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

• Alex Glanville, Church in Wales Head of Property 
Services, author of the Parish Green Guide and 
champion for environmental improvements to 
Church in Wales property.  Alex has previously 
delivered training on improving the environmental 
performance of buildings.

 For: Anyone with an interest in understanding  
 more about how climate change affects us and  
 what the church can do to help.

 Date: 25 April, 10.30am-3.30pm

 Venue: Community Hall at St.Collens Church,  
 Llangollen

 Cost: Free.  Refreshments provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Bring IT to Church: Using Technology in Ministry and Worship

Climate Change Training Event
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This day of learning will explore issues facing people 
with dementia and their carers.  It will offer practical 
advice, ideas and resources on how churches can help 
people with dementia to live well in their communities, 
by understanding, welcoming, respecting and 
supporting them.  There will be an opportunity for 
participants to become a ‘dementia friend’ on this day if 
they wish.
 
The day will include seminars and opportunities to ask 

Starting each September, Exploring Faith: Theology 
for Life is a university accredited course in theology 
which is open to everyone. This includes those who are 
training for licensed ministry or exploring their vocation, 
or simply those who wish to explore how theology can 
deepen their understanding of their discipleship.   It 
includes two seminars a term in Glyndwr University, 
Wrexham and eight small group sessions a term in 
groups spread around the diocese.  

questions of experts in their field.

 For: This day is open to all

 Date: 14 March, 9:30am-3:30pm

 Venue: Llangollen Pavilion, Llangollen

 Cost: Free.  Refreshments provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Churches and Mission Areas are encouraged to start 
new groups to study together, but individuals are also 
welcome to join in groups in other areas.

 For: This training is open to all and is especially  
 relevant for those training for licensed ministry or  
 exploring their vocation

 Date: From September 2017

 Venue: Various

 Cost: Free.  Refreshments provided

 Booking: To discuss enrolment onto the  
 course, please contact Richard Hainsworth -   
 exploringfaithasaph@gmail.com / 01352 840842

Developing Dementia Friendly Churches

Exploring Faith: Theology for Life

“The whole event was 
wonderfully presented, 
encouraging and invigorating.”
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A day to experience and explore many different 
prayer techniques and spiritual traditions, with ‘taster’ 
workshops and more in depth sessions, making the day 
suitable for beginners and the more experienced alike. 

Hope and a Future is a set of three workshops 
designed to encourage churches to be proud of their 
unique character but to develop a vision for working 
alongside other churches to address the needs in their 
communities.

The workshops will help to provide the tools:

• To celebrate and identify all the local resources 
available to a church and community 

• To be envisioned about the role of the church in its 
community and the value of meeting the needs of 
the most vulnerable and marginalised

• To equip churches with basic skills for planning 
and running a simple and appropriate community 
initiative or project

These workshops will enable:

• Churches to learn ways of being more creative in 
worship and Bible study by bringing familiar Bible 
passages to life through art and drama.  

• Churches to learn how to identify community needs 
and address them.

• Churches to learn how to make decisions and plan 
church initiatives and review progress.

This course is open to any Deanery or Mission Area 
clergy and laity who have a passion and interest 
for encouraging their church to work together with 
other churches to bring transformation to their local 
community.

 For more information please contact:  
 Sarah Wheat, Engagement Officer -  
 sarahwheat@churchinwales.org.uk / 01745 532596  
 /582245 or 07909 257899

 For: This day is open to all

 Date: 13 May, 10am-4pm

 Venue: St Asaph Cathedral, St Asaph

 Cost: Free.  Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Festival of Prayer

Hope and a Future Course

i
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This 3-4 day event will enable 
churches to identify their vision 
for the future and develop a plan 
of action.  It will take the form of 
an open seminar with interactive 
talks, practical exercises, 
workshops and time and space 
for personal reflection.

The course sessions include:
• Leadership and Vision
• Our Focus - committing ourselves to growth 
• Our Plan - Developing a strategy for growth
• Our Culture - Developing a community of invitation,  

welcome and hospitality 
• Managing Change and Mission Action Planning  
• Our Calling- Sharing our story and helping people 

meet Jesus
• Our Journey - Growing deeper as disciples of Jesus 
• Our Heart - Developing worship that helps the 

Church to Grow
• Vision, fixing priorities and reviewing progress

Course Leaders: Robin Gamble and Bob Jackson

 For: Laity and Clergy (minimum 2 people from the  
 same church) who want to plan for church growth.

 Date: 20 – 23 March 2017

 Venue: The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick,  
 Derbyshire

 Cost: Free but delegates will need to fund their  
 own travel arrangements to Derbyshire   

 Booking: To apply for a place contact:  
 sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Leading your Church into Growth Diocesan Residential Course
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This is a 10 week course, which looks at the way 
biblical scholars understand the Psalms, and what this 
might mean for us as Christians today. It is aimed at 
anyone who wants to go into more depth in their biblical 
studies and who comes with an open mind. There is 
no requirement to do any additional reading, and there 
are no written assignments, but full written notes are 
provided. The style is informal lecture/seminar with ample 
opportunity for questions and discussion.  It would be 
helpful if participants brought a bible with them.  

Course tutor: Revd Dr Jason Bray. Before becoming 
vicar at St Giles’, Jason spent 17 years as a part-time 
tutor in biblical studies at St Michaels’ College, Llandaff, 
and also taught at Cardiff University. He holds a PhD in 
Old Testament from Cambridge University. 

 For: Anyone who wants to go into more depth in  
 their biblical studies and who comes with an open  
 mind

 Dates: Mondays 6.30pm - 16 January ; 23 January;  
 30 January; 6 February; 13 February; (20 February  
 no session); 27 February; 6 March; 13 March; (20  
 March no session); 27 March; 3 April

 Venue: St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.  Free  
 parking is available in the church grounds or in the  
 adjacent public car park

  Cost: Free. Tea and coffee provided  

 Booking: Ann Owen, office@wrexhamparish.org.uk  
 / 01978 355808 

Introducing the Psalms
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Living and Learning is a six-session discussion series for 
local groups to run themselves, either in order or just the 
modules that most meet local need. Currently available are:
• A Church for the Future:  This module explores what 

it means to belong to the Church in Wales at a time 
of change and development and asks questions 
about our future mission. It allows participants to 
explore the story of their own faith, the meaning of 
discipleship, the story of the Church where they 
are and to begin to reflect on how that story might 
develop in the future as the world and church change.

• Living Scripture: This module explores how God is 
revealed through the scriptures and examines ways 
in which God’s Word can speak most effectively to 
us and our church today. It is designed to introduce 
students to the benefits of studying theology in an 
accessible way and its relevance to their faith.

• Called by God: This module explores what it means 
to be called by God and asks the question, what is 

God calling us as a church, and me as an individual, to 
be and do in the future? It introduces students to the 
range of ways in which it is possible to serve God as a 
disciple in the world and as a minister in the church.

Additional modules then equip those who want training 
for commissioned ministries such as Pastoral Assistant 
and Worship Leader.  All modules are bilingual.

 For: This course is open to all and is especially  
 relevant to those looking at Shared Ministry across  
 their Mission Area

 Dates: To be decided locally

 Venue: To be decided locally

  Cost: Free 

 Contact: Richard Hainsworth -  
 exploringfaithasaph@gmail.com / 01352 840842

Living and Learning

Pádraig Ó Tuama: The Poet is Priest

In this day session Pádraig will be introducing us to his 
work both with Corrymeela and as a poet and writer.  
We are facing many changes within society and in our 
churches and diocese, and Pádraig will be helping us 
discern resources to constructively deal with conflict and 
sustain our creativity.

Trainer: Pádraig is the leader of the Corrymeela 
Community and is a well- known a poet, theologian and 
group facilitator. Corrymeela (www.corrymeela.org) is 
Ireland’s oldest peace and reconciliation community and 
works with over 10,000 people a year. With interests in 
storytelling, groupwork, theology and conflict, Pádraig 
lectures, leads retreats and writes both poetry and prose.  

Amongst his publications are In the Shelter: Finding 
a Home in the World, Sorry For Your Troubles and 
Readings from the Book of Exile. He is a regular speaker 
at Greenbelt and has led sessions and worked with 
groups in Ireland, Britain, the US and Australia. 

 For: This session is open to all but is especially  
 useful for those in licensed ministry.

 Dates: 9 October, 10am-3pm

 Venue: Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: Manon Ceridwen James:  
 manoncjames@churchinwales.org.uk
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Following the success of the 2016 Symposium there 
have been many requests for a follow on in 2017. 
This next symposium will look at Mental Wellbeing 
and Spirituality from the point of view of trust. Our 
relationships with each other and with God are based 
on trust. Whereas we can always trust God, do we 
trust each other, how do we demonstrate that trust 
within the church and between each other, and are 
there occasions when we should be wary of trusting 
others? Through plenary sessions and workshops the 
symposium will explore these issues and will be relevant 
to everyone.

 For: This is open to all

 Date: 10 May, 10am-4pm

 Venue: Llangollen Pavilion, Llangollen   

This day, involving worship as well as input from 
several well-known speakers, has been organised by 
the Diocesan Human Sexuality Group with discussion 
sessions on recognising the presence of LGBT people 
in our church and community, welcoming the excluded 
and the marginal, human sexuality and same sex 
marriage and what can we take back to our churches.

Speakers include: Jayne Ozanne, Elizabeth Day, Jenny 
Anne Bishop

 For: This is open to all

 Date: 4 February, 10am-4pm

 Venue: St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk  

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Contact: Huw Lloyd: dholloyd@yahoo.co.uk

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Mental Wellbeing and Spirituality - the importance of trust

Moving the Boundaries (Human Sexuality Day)

“I feel enriched by the 

experience”
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This training day is specifically 
aimed at clergy, readers, other 
lay worship leaders and their 
musicians and we encourage 
clergy to come along with their 
worship teams. The course is 

particularly useful for curates and first incumbents or those 
facing times of transition in ministry. In this day we will be 
looking at key questions to do with music in worship such 
as “Quality” versus authenticity, spontaneity and inclusion, 
entertainment/performance versus worship, insider 
provision versus newcomer nurture and the specific versus 
the numinous. We will also look at leadership with and 
without music, the management of musicians and good 
communication, and managing music in a single church or 
multi-benefice as well as looking at a wealth of resources, 
all within an atmosphere of worship 

This training day encourages congregations in their 
music where there is no established choir or experienced 
organist/accompanist.  It is suitable for people involved 
in choosing parish music, and also for willing members 
of the congregation.  It will focus on building confidence 
in unison singing, simple harmony, call-and-response 
techniques using a cantor etc.  Suitable resources will 
be suggested and demonstrated, including plainsong, 
folk tunes, songs of the world church, hymns, psalms, 
worship songs etc.  It will aim to send participants away 
with new ideas and confidence to refresh and expand 
the sung worship in their local situation.  There will be 
material old and new using a range of worship-styles 
– the purpose being to include something familiar and 
something new for everyone!   

Trainer: Miles Quick.  Miles is the RSCM’s Head of 
Congregational and Instrumental Music and Director of 
Music at St Mary Magdalene, Taunton.  For many years, 
he was a full-time schoolteacher in London, Norwich and 
Taunton while working also as a parish musician.  He was 
latterly Director of Music at Queen’s College, Taunton.

 For: This training day is specifically aimed at clergy,  
 readers, other lay worship leaders and their musicians

 Date: 6 June, 10am-4pm

 Venue: St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham

  Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided 

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Trainer: Revd Canon Helen Bent
Helen Bent is Head of Ministerial Training for the Royal 
School of Music in partnership with Praxis. Pioneer and 
chief editor of the Worship 4 Today course, she brings a 
wealth of experience in encouraging and training worship 
leaders and musicians across the full spectrum of tradition 
and style.

 For: This training day is specifically aimed at  
 clergy, readers, other lay worship leaders and their  
 musicians

 Date: 21 March, 10am-4pm

 Venue: St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham

  Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided 

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

RSCM - Strengthen for Service LITE: RSCM Music Resource Day

RSCM - Lift up your voice: RSCM Music Resource Day
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Caring for God’s Acre values churchyards and burial 
grounds for their importance to people and our history 
and wildlife.  Its mission is to champion the conservation 
of churchyards and burial sites across the British Isles. 
This session will be led by Alex Glanville, Head of 
Property at the Representative Body of the Church in 
Wales, along with a representative from CFGA.

We are offering two sessions:

Session 1 - Law and Principles of Churchyard 
Management

 Date: 10 October, 7pm- 9pm

 Venue: All Saints Church, Southsea 

Session 2 - Focusing on Practical Management 
This session will be practical and will mainly take place 
outdoors, so please wear suitable clothing and footwear

 Date: 11 October, 10am–12 noon

 Venue:  TBC 

 For: These courses are open to all and will be  
 particularly useful for those with responsibility for  
 churchyards and outdoor spaces 

 Cost: Free

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Caring for God’s Acre

Church and Mission Area Administration

“Lovely location, great food and 

a friendly welcome.”
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This session will cover how to set up a Government 
Gateway login and submit a claim using the online claim 
system.  It will also cover when you can claim on cash 
donations and how to make that claim.

 For: This session is open to all but is particularly  
 useful for Gift Aid Secretaries.

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: Tracey White: 01745 532589 /   
 traceywhite@churchinwales.org.uk

This session will cover the role and responsibilities 
of both the Church Treasurer and the Mission Area 
Treasurer.  It will cover 

• How to work with the Church Committee, MA 
Finance sub-committee and the MA Conference to 
manage the finances

• We will look at the different classifications of income 
and how to produce the Receipts & Payments 
Account

• This will include looking at bank reconciliations, 
assets and liabilities and producing the Annual 
Return and Annual Report.

 For: This session is open to all church members,  
 but is especially useful for Church Treasurers, MA  
 Treasurers and members of the MA Conference

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: Graham Walker: 01745 532590 /  
 grahamwalker@churchinwales.org.uk  or 
 Tracey White: 01745 532589 / 
 traceywhite@churchinwales.org.uk

 Date: 22 May

 Time: 10am-12noon

 Venue: All Saints Church, Southsea

 Date: 23 May

 Time: 7pm-9pm

 Venue: Dewi Sant Church, Colwyn Bay

 Date: 25 April

 Time: 7pm-9pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Date: 8 May

 Time: 2pm-4pm

 Venue: All Saints Church, Southsea

Claiming Gift Aid & Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme (GASDS)

Managing Finances
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In this session Martin will help to look at our own 
assumptions and prejudices. How can we be more 
confident in handling sensitive issues? How can we feel 
assured that our judgements are sound, and that we are 
not marginalising or disregarding people unfairly? 

Trainer: Martin Joy
Martin spent 20 years as a Management Trainer 
specialising in diversity / equal opportunities. He was 
also a trained Diversity Investigator, whereby if a person 
claimed discrimination or harassment Martin would 
investigate to see if there was a case to be answered.

 For: This session will be relevant for anyone who  
 wants to investigate diversity and inclusivity within  
 the Diocese of St Asaph and the Church in Wales.  

 Date: 9 May

 Time: 7pm-9pm

 Venue: St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham

 Cost: Free. Refreshments provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Including Everyone

“So many of these courses 

have been food for thought!”
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The Church in Wales has a responsibility to ensure that 
all church members are cared for and protected. This 
training aims to enable members of the laity to develop 
an awareness and understanding of abuse, safeguarding 
processes and how these relate to your role and 
responsibilities within The Church in Wales’ Safeguarding 
Policy and Procedures.

Trainer:  Joy Kett – Provincial Safeguarding Support 
Officer – St Asaph

 For: Members of the laity, particularly those  
 working with children, young people and adults at  
 risk.

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: joykett@churchinwales.org.uk / 
 07881 016186

 Date: 10 Jan

 Time: 2pm-5pm

 Venue: All Saints Church, Southsea

 Date: 11 Jan

 Time: 2pm-5pm

 Venue: Canolfan Dewi Sant Centre, Pensarn

 Date: 19 Jan

 Time: 2pm-5pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Date: 18 April 

 Time: 2pm-5pm

 Venue: St John’s Church, Llangollen

 Date: 2 May 

 Time: 6pm-9pm

 Venue: St Peter’s Church, Holywell

 Date: 4 May

 Time: 6pm-9pm

 Venue: All Saints Church, Southsea

 Date: 30 May  

 Time: 6pm-9pm

 Venue: Christ Church, Bala

 Date: 11 July

 Time: 6pm-9pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Date: 13 July

 Time: 6pm-9pm

 Venue: St John’s Church, Pool Quay

 Date: 6 Sept 

 Time: 6pm-9pm

 Venue: Canolfan Dewi Sant Centre, Pensarn

For further training requests specific to your needs 
please contact Joy Kett as bespoke training can be made 
available.

‘Safe Church’ – Safeguarding Children, Young People and Adults at Risk
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This interactive session will give guidance on the 
role and duties of a Churchwarden in relation to the 
Constitution and 2020 Vision.  We will also cover 
responsibilities relating to church buildings and the role 
during a clerical vacancy.  The session will be led by 
Peter Pike, Archdeacon of Montgomery.

 For: This session is open to all but is especially  
 useful for Churchwardens and Clergy

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: Tracey White: 01745 532589 /   
 traceywhite@churchinwales.org.uk

In this day you will be introduced to all the diocesan 
office staff and how they can help you in your role or 
ministry. There will be opportunities to ask questions 
and gain information about all areas of diocesan life 
such as training, finance, the Cathedral and help with 
buildings.

 For: Open to all but this is particularly aimed at  
 those who are new to the diocese or new in role  
 or ministry. All first year curates are expected to  
 attend one of these sessions

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: Jackie Feak: 
 ministry.stasaph@churchinwales.org.uk

 Date: 12 June

 Time: 7pm– 9pm

 Venue: All Saints Church, Southsea

 Date: 13 June

 Time: 7pm– 9pm

 Venue: St John’s Church, Pool Quay

 Date: 19 June  

 Time: 7pm– 9pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Date: 18 Jan

 Time: 10am–4pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Date: 11 July 

 Time: 10am–4pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

You’re a Churchwarden

Welcome to the Diocese
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In this half day session Martin will be helping us look at 
our own assumptions and prejudices and to learn how 
to make good decisions about others when we make 
appointments or discern vocations. How can we be 
more confident in handling these sensitive issues? How 
can we feel assured that our judgements are sound, and 
that we are not marginalising or disregarding people 
unfairly? This session will be important for any who 
are involved in making church appointments such as 
church or Mission Area Reps, or those who are involved 
in discernment such as local clergy, vocations advisers 
and diocesan discerners. 

Trainer: Martin Joy

 For: This will be particularly relevant for all who  
 are involved in any selection or discernment  
 processes for any role in church life and is strongly  
 recommended for diocesan discerners and church  
 MA reps on appointment panels. This session can be  
 combined with the morning session for those who  
 want training in HR procedures within church life.

 Date: 13 June, 1.30pm-4.30pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided  
 before the beginning of the session at 1pm

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Being Fair in making Appointments and Discerning Vocations

Leadership & Discernment

In this half a day session Diane and Tracey will be 
introducing us to the practicalities of line-managing 
colleagues, particularly for those who are new to this 
role. This session will be tailored to the participants; 
however it will be particularly useful to those who want 
to build their confidence in dealing with the various 
challenges of managing others such as how to give 
feedback, what are the responsibilities of a manager 
and how to deal with the various processes such as 
appraisals.  

Trainer: Diane McCarthy and Tracey White

 For: This will be particularly relevant for all who have  
 formal or informal responsibility for the work of others  
 e.g. training incumbents, Mission Area Leaders,  
 those who supervise others in ministry or work with  

 paid employees such as administrators, youth  
 workers or musicians. This session can be combined  
 with the afternoon session (above) for those who  
 want training in HR procedures within church life.

 Date: 13 June, 9.30am-12.30pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided  
 at the end of the session

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Help, I’m a Line Manager
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In this day we will be looking at what management skills 
could be useful for us in ministry, mission, church and 
Mission Area leadership. We often hear that we need to 
be more ‘strategic’ but what does this mean in practice?

Trainer: Revd Canon Tim Hewitt
Tim is the Vicar of Ystalyfera and Diocesan Continuing 
Ministerial Development Officer for Swansea and 
Brecon diocese. Having served in parish ministry for 
over 20 years, Tim has recently completed a diploma 
in Leadership and Management from the Chartered 
Management Institute.

There are now many different ways for people to 
serve the community and church through various 
commissioned, licensed and ordained ministries. In 
this half day session you will be introduced to all the 
different options for ministries and the criteria and 
processes involved in each one. You will also be given 
an opportunity to ask questions and to reflect on the 
expectations of local church and mission area support 
for those exploring vocation.  Are there new ways 
of encouraging more people to offer themselves for 
ministries?

 For: This day is particularly relevant for Mission  
 Area Leaders, clergy and any who have Mission Area  
 responsibility for vocations. Although all are welcome,  
 it is not aimed at those who are exploring vocations.   
 They are encouraged to attend the vocations’ day.

 Date: 20 June, 9.30am-1pm

 For: Open to all but this will be particularly relevant  
 for all engaged in leadership and / or ministry  
 e.g. Mission Area Leaders, members of Mission  
 Area Executives, chairs, wardens, clergy and licensed  
 lay ministers  

 Date: 13 February, 10am-4pm

 Venue: Catrin Finch Centre, Wrexham

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided  
 at the end of the session

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Strategy and Ministry

Supporting Discernment



22

In this morning session we will be looking at all the 
different ways to serve in the Church in Wales. It will 
be an opportunity to speak to someone about your 
vocation and gain information about the variety of 
ministries offered, the discernment process and the 
support that is available.

 For: All who want to explore vocation to   
 commissioned or licensed ministries or support those  
 exploring vocation

 Date: 15 July, 9.30am-1pm

 Venue: Glyndwr University, Wrexham

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Vocations Day

“One of the most stimulating 

and affirming training days I’ve 

been on.”
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 For: All are welcome, but these days are   
 particularly relevant for those in commissioned or  
 licensed ordained and lay ministries 

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Date: 7 Feb 

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: St John’s Church, Llangollen

 For: All are welcome, but these days are   
 particularly relevant for those in commissioned or  
 licensed ordained and lay ministries 

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Date: 9 Feb

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: Gregynog Hall,  
 Newtown

 Date: 1 Mar   

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: Gladstone’s Library, 
 Hawarden

 Date: 11 May 

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: The Chapel at Gladstone’s Library,  
 Hawarden

 Date: 16 May  

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: Gregynog Hall, Newtown

 Date: 24 May  

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: All Saint’s Church, Southsea

Archdeaconry Quiet Days 

Being Pentecost People: Developing Gifts / Charisms

Preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter: Entering death and resurrection

Ministry
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Archdeaconry Quiet Days 

 For: All are welcome, but these days are   
 particularly relevant for those in commissioned or  
 licensed ordained and lay ministries 

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 

 Date: 1 Nov

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: Gregynog Hall, Newtown

Trainer: Revd Canon Dr James Woodward
James has recently taken up responsibility as principal 
of Sarum College after 30 years ministry in a variety of 
contexts. He still finds inspiration from a year spent as 
a nursing auxiliary at St Christopher’s Hospice in south 
London between university and theological college. One 
consistent theme remains: why do Christians find it so 
hard to consider mortality and prepare for death?
 
He hopes to be able to facilitate a conversation about this 
aspect of our shared ministry.  Also to introduce some 
resources to equip us all to continue to develop and grow 
in wisdom in this area of pastoral and spiritual work.

 For: Open to all but it is particularly aimed at all  
 those engaging in pastoral ministry of any kind.  
 This day also forms a part of the training for  
 Readers and curates in funeral ministry.

 Date: 9 Nov  

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham

 Date: 21 Nov  

 Time: 10am-3pm

 Venue: Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden 

 Date: 20 Jan

 Time: 10am-4pm

 Venue: Llangollen Pavilion, Llangollen

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

  

Knowing that I am Loved: My identity in Christ

Befriending Death? Mapping the Spiritual Dimensions of Loss and Change 
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Trainer: Revd Colin Mansley

 For: Open to all but is particularly aimed at all those  
 new to funeral ministry and forms a compulsory  
 part of the training for Readers who are seeking a  
 faculty for presiding at funerals. All first year curates  
 are also expected to attend. 

 Date: 11 March

 Time: 10am-4pm

 Venue: Parish Room, Gresford

 Cost: Free. Refreshments and light lunch provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Funeral Training

“Excellent facilitator and day – really helpful to have a mix of people present”
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If you are involved in, or are interested in work with 
children and young people within the Diocese of St 
Asaph, come along to one of our regular Youth and 
Children’s worker breakfasts and join a community of 
likeminded people for a full Welsh breakfast, fellowship, 
worship and inspiration.  

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: Tim Feak: timfeak@churchinwales.org.uk  
 / 01745 532595

 Date: 11 Feb 

 Time: 10am-12.30pm 

 Venue: Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden

 Date: 11 Mar 

 Time: 10am-12.30pm 

 Venue: Gregynog Hall, Newtown

 Date: 10 June  

 Time: 10am-12.30pm 

 Venue: Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden

 Date: 23 Sept 

 Time: 10am-12.30pm 

 Venue: Gregynog Hall, Newtown

 Date: 14 Oct

 Time: 10am-12.30pm 

 Venue: Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden

 Date: 2 Dec

 Time: 10am-12.30pm 

 Venue: Gregynog Hall, Newtown

Youth Worker Breakfasts

Youth & Children’s Ministry

“Good leadership by the 

speaker and plenty of time to 

discuss with colleagues.”
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Tim Feak, Under 25’s Officer, is able to deliver training 
on many areas relevant to working with Children and 
Young people.  This training can be tailor made to suit 
the requirements of each Mission Area.  Please contact 
him should you have a particular need or session that 
you would like him to deliver.  Below are a couple of 
ideas.

 Contact: Tim Feak: timfeak@churchinwales.org.uk  
 / 01745 532595

Youth and Children’s Work Training  

With the progress of 2020 Vision and Mission Areas 
there are exciting opportunities to develop and 
create work with children and young people.  These 

These sessions aim to provide teachers, youth workers 
and children’s workers with a useful introduction and 
framework to Christian Theology, particularly within 
the contexts of church schools, youth groups and 
children’s group.  If you have ever wanted to know 
more about how your faith plays a part in your work 
with young people, this introduction is for you.   

sessions aim to equip and inspire people to seize these 
opportunities and expand this work.  Expect realistic, 
honest and helpful discussion.

Youth Work in your Mission Area

Theological Reflection 
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In this session Manon will be helping us look at the 
different ways of engaging children creatively during 
collective worship through a variety of practical methods, 
particularly through the talk. Following the training there 
will be a service of Thanksgiving for Church schools at 
6pm in St Asaph Cathedral.  The Preacher will be the 
Bishop of St Asaph.   A warm welcome is extended to 
those who have attended the training.

Trainer: Revd Dr Manon Ceridwen James. Manon is 
a regular contributor to the SPCK assemblies website 
www.assemblies.org.uk/index.php and has published 

her ideas as a contributor in two books published 
by SPCK SEAL Assemblies for Primary Schools and 
Primary School Assemblies for Religious Festivals.

 For: Head teachers, clergy and laity involved in  
 schools ministry 

 Date: 7 June, 4 - 5.15pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Cost: Free. Some refreshments provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

Creative collective worship

Schools’ Ministry

The training topics covered include: Introduction to 
the diocese, ethos of a Church school, Section 50 
inspections, religious education in a church school, 
collective worship, pastoral care, stewardship, 
leadership, admissions, buildings, governance, role of 
local church, Bishop’s Visitor and links with the diocese.

 For: Useful for new Head teachers in Church  
 Schools.

The session will be on Section 50 Inspections, looking at 
common themes and how to address them.

Trainer: Simon Cameron, Diocesan Schools’ Officer

 For: Head teachers and RE Coordinators

 Date: 12 Sept, 4.30pm –6pm

 Venue: Diocesan Office, St Asaph

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 Contact: Rosalind Williams: 
 rosalindwilliams@churchinwales.org.uk / 
 01745 532593

 Date: 17 January, 4.15-5.30pm

 Venue: St John the Baptist Primary School,  
 Penymynydd

 Cost: Free. Some refreshments provided

 Booking: sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk

 

New Head Teacher Training

Section 50 Training
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The following courses are available at any time of the 
year from the Department of Education and Lifelong 
Learning.  They are aimed at those involved in Church 
Schools and can be delivered anywhere in the Diocese, 
with a minimum of seven attendees. 

For further information about bringing any of these 
courses to your church or Mission Area please contact 
Sian Connelly at sianconnelly@churchinwales.org.uk or 
01745 582245.  

This will focus on providing an overview of the current 
Schools Admission Code paying particular attention 
to the school admission policy and the process for 
admission arrangements that needs to be followed.

 For: Head Teachers, Governors and anyone else  

This will focus on providing an overview of the current 
Schools Admission Appeals Code paying particular 
attention to:
• Overview of the process / who is on the appeals 

panel
• How to prepare for a hearing / documentation to 

provide
• What the appeals panel will be looking for
• Case studies for discussion

 involved in School Admissions.

 Contact: To arrange a course, contact Sheridan  
 Goodey: sheridangoodey@churchinwales.org.uk  /  
 01745 532592 / 582245

 For: Head Teachers, Governors and anyone else  
 involved in School Admissions.

 Contact: To arrange a course, contact Sheridan  
 Goodey: sheridangoodey@churchinwales.org.uk  /  
 01745 532592 / 582245

Training from the Department of Education and Lifelong Learning

Admissions Training Part 1: Statutory Code, Policy and Process

Admissions Training Part 2: School Admission Appeal Code, Appeal Preparation 
and Documentation
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Useful for those currently serving as 
foundation governors or those who 
would like to become a Foundation 
Governor, plus new Head Teachers 
in Church Schools.

Topics covered include: What is a 
Foundation Governor, how are they different, what is 
their role, how can they uniquely support the Christian 
Ethos and values throughout the school?  What should 
they do to help prepare for Section 50 inspections? 
How do they assist the Head Teacher and staff in 

Useful for Governors and Head Teachers in Church 
Schools.  Topics covered include: The requirements of 
the CRAMP scheme, how to effectively create an asset 

Useful for Teachers and Head Teachers in Church 
Schools. Topics covered include:  Evaluation schedule; 
Helpful hints for: Christian Character and Values, 
Leadership, Religious Education, Worship & Spiritual, 

Useful for teachers, head-teachers, foundation 
governors, clergy, Bishop’s visitors and those who visit 
schools to lead an act of collective worship.  Topics 

upholding the ethos of the school? How do they 
support and contribute to the preparation for Church in 
Wales Section 50 inspection, and be a link between the 
school and the local church and diocese?

management plan, when to apply for funding, what is 
covered by the scheme, what is the process. 

Moral, Social and Cultural Development; Self-Evaluation 
– making it manageable and meaningful; dealing with 
academic achievement; what does outstanding look 
like?

include: legal requirements, benefits for learners, 
elements of worship, structure, model, form, resources 
and delivery.

Foundation Governor Training

Capital Repair and Maintenance of Voluntary Aided Schools 

Section 50 Training

Collective Worship Training
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JANUARY

7th Saturday School 
 Glyndwr University, Wrexham.  

10th Safe Church 
 2-5pm in All Saints Church, Southsea.

11th Safe Church 
 2-5pm in Canolfan Dewi Sant, Pensarn.

16th Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham. 

17th Training for Head’s and RE Co-ordinators 
 4.15-5.30pm in St John the Baptist school,  
 Pentrobin.

18th Welcome to the Diocese 
 10am–4pm at Diocesan Office, St Asaph

19th Safe Church 
 2-5pm in The Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

20th Befriending Death  
 10am-4pm in Llangollen Pavilion, Llangollen. 

23rd Introducing the Psalms 
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

30th Introducing the Psalms 
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

FEBRUARY

4th Moving the Boundaries (Human Sexuality  
 Day) 
 10am-4pm in St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham. 

6th Introducing the Psalms 
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham. 

7th Preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter:  
 Death and resurrection 
 10am-3pm Venue  St John’s Church, Llangollen

9th Preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter:  
 Death and resurrection 
 10am-3pm in Gregynog Hall, Tregynon.

11th Youth Worker Breakfast 
 10am-12.30pm in Gladstone’s Library,  
 Hawarden.

13th Strategy and Ministry 
 10am-4pm in the Catrin Finch Centre, Wrexham.

13th Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

27th Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham. 

MARCH

1st Preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter:  
 Death and resurrection 
 10am-3pm in Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden. 

4th EF – Midterm Seminar 
 Glyndwr University, Wrexham.

6th Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

11th Funeral Training 
 10am-4pm in The Parish Room at Gresford.

11th Youth Worker Breakfast 
 10am-12.30pm in Gregynog Hall, Newtown.

13th Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

14th Developing Dementia Friendly Churches  
 9.30am - 3.30pm at Llangollen Pavilion,  
 Llangollen

20th Leading Your Church into Growth Residential 
 The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick

21st RSCM Music Resource Day “Strengthen for  
 Service” 
 10am-4pm in St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham. 

27th Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

Diary for Training Together for Planned Events
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Diary for Training Together for Planned Events

APRIL

3rd Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham. 
18th Safe Church 
 2-5pm in St John’s Church, Llangollen.

22nd EF Saturday school  
 Glyndwr University, Wrexham.

25th Climate Change Training event 
 10.30am-3.30pm at the Community Hall at St  
 Collen’s Church, Llangollen.

25th Gift Aid 
 7-9pm The Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

MAY

2nd Safe Church 
 6-9pm in St Peter’s Church, Holywell. 

3rd Introducing the Psalms  
 6.30pm at St Giles’ Parish Church, Wrexham.

4th Safe Church 
 6-9pm in All Saints Church, Southsea.

8th Gift Aid 
 2-4pm in All Saints Church, Southsea. 

10th Mental Wellbeing and Spirituality  
 Symposium “The Importance of Trust” 
 10am-4pm in Llangollen Pavilion, Llangollen.

11th Being Pentecost People: Developing Gifts/ 
 charisms  
 10am-3pm in The Chapel at Gladstone’s  
 Library, Hawarden.

13th Festival of Prayer 
 10am-4pm in St Asaph Cathedral, St Asaph.

16th Being Pentecost People: Developing Gifts/ 
 charisms  
 10am-3pm in Gregynog Hall, Tregynon,  
 Newtown.

22nd Managing Parish Finances 
 10am-12pm, in All Saints Church, Southsea. 

23rd Managing Parish Finances  
 7-9pm Dewi Sant Church, Colwyn Bay.

24th Being Pentecost People: Developing Gifts/ 
 charisms  
 10am-3pm in All Saints Church, Southsea.

30th Safe Church 
 6-9pm in Christ church, Bala.

JUNE

6th RSCM Music Resource Day “Lift up your  
 voice”  
 10am-4pm in St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham.

7th Creative Collective Worship 
 4-5.15pm Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

10th Youth Worker Breakfast 
 10am-12.30pm in Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden.

10th EF – Midterm seminar  
 Glyndwr University, Wrexham.

12th You’re a Churchwarden 
 7-9pm in All Saints Church, Southsea.

13th “Help, I’m a line manager” 
 9.30am-12.30pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

13th Being fair in making appointments and  
 discerning vocations  
 1.30-4.30pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

13th You’re a Churchwarden 
 7-9pm in St John’s Church, Pool Quay.

19th You’re a Churchwarden 
 7-9pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

20th Supporting discernment 
 9.30am-1pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.



34

JULY
11th Welcome to the Diocese 
 10am-4pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

11th Safe Church 
 6-9pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

13th Safe Church 
 6-9pm in St John’s Church, Pool Quay.

15th Vocation Day  
 9.30am-1pm Glyndwr University, Wrexham.

AUGUST - No Courses

SEPTEMBER

6th Safe Church 
 6-9pm in Canolfan Dewi Sant, Pensarn. 

23rd Youth Worker Breakfast 
 10am-12.30pm in Gregynog Hall, Newtown. 

OCTOBER

10th Caring for God’s Acres 
 7-9pm in All Saints Church, Southsea. 

11th Caring for God’s Acre’s 
 10am-12pm Venue tbc

14th Youth Worker Breakfast 
 10am-12.30pm in Gladstone’s Library,  
 Hawarden. 

16th Mission Area Budget 
 7-9pm in Diocesan Office, St Asaph.

17th Mission Area Budget 
 7-9pm in Diocesan Office,  St Asaph.

18th Bring IT to Church:  Using Technology in  
 Ministry and Worship 
 1-4.30pm in the IT suite, Llysfasi College.  

 

NOVEMBER 

1st Knowing that I am Loved:  My identity in  
 Christ  
 10am-3pm in Gregynog Hall, Tregynon,  
 Newtown.

9th Knowing that I am Loved:  My identity in  
 Christ  
 10am-3pm  St Margaret’s Church, Wrexham.

21st Knowing that I am Loved:  My identity in  
 Christ  
 10am-3pm in Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden. 

 
DECEMBER 

2nd Youth Worker Breakfast 
 10am-12.30pm in Gregynog Hall, Newtown.


