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A Profile of the Diocese of St Asaph 

 

 

The Diocese of St Asaph is a diverse and hopeful community of faith. With roots in the Celtic 
church and a wealth of character and tradition, we seek to continue to uncover our shared 
vocation as God’s people in the Church in Wales in the north east of the Province. We are a 
Diocese in good heart and seek to persist in responding joyfully to God’s challenge. 

The Diocese follows the English/Welsh border in the east, whilst the western edge is 
delineated by the Conwy Valley. The northern boundary runs along the North Wales coast as 
far as Llandudno, but only takes in part of that town. The southern boundary runs from the 
lower end of Llyn Tegid (Lake Bala) across to Dolfor, just south of Newtown in Powys. 

Ecclesiastically it is bordered by the Dioceses of Chester, 
Lichfield and Hereford on the northern and eastern sides. To 
the south we border Swansea and Brecon Diocese and to the 
west, Bangor. 

The Diocese is predominantly rural, with many parishes having 
populations of less than 1000. However, there are important 
and continually developing industrial and commercial areas 
around Deeside (one of the largest industrial parks in Europe) 
and Wrexham and significant smaller developments along the 
two main arterial roads (A55 and A483). 

The coastal strip is home to traditional holiday resorts and 
tourism is an important industry in many parts of the Diocese. 
The largest employers are the local authorities through 

education and the health services with two large general district hospitals at Bodelwyddan 
and Wrexham. Wrexham hosts a refugee and asylum seekers support centre (supported by 
the Diocese), while migrant worker groups in the region (largely white EU) are involved in 
both industry and agriculture. A significant number of care workers come from the far-eaSt 
Together with many of the rural areas in the UK, the agriculture sector within the Diocese has 
endured many shocks and changes, including the foot and mouth crisis, the changing 
structures of agricultural support from the EU, increasing fuel costs and the unfolding impact 
of global warming. Welshpool and St Asaph have two of the largest livestock markets in 
Europe. 
 
The Diocese has 51 Church Schools, nearly a third of the total Church in Wales schools, and 
these are spread across 6 local authorities. St Joseph’s Anglican and Catholic High School in 
Wrexham is the only shared faith school in Wales and all our schools are an important way of 
providing mission and ministry to the young people of Wales. 

 

 



The Church in Wales Review 

 

The Bishops commissioned a team of advisers in 2011 to conduct a root-and-branch review 

of the Church in Wales. The three members of the team were: 

 Lord Richard Harries, the former Bishop of Oxford, who chaired the group; 

 Professor Charles Handy, former professor at the London Business School; 

 Professor Patricia Peattie, former Chair of the Episcopal Church in Scotland’s Standing 

Committee. 

Your say 

The Review Group travelled to every Diocese in Wales and met more than 1,000 people in 

public meetings to find out what changes they wanted to see. They also invited people to 

write to them with ideas for shaping the Church of the future. 

At the open meetings people were asked what aspect of both their Diocese and the Church 

they felt most positive about and what changes they would like to see to make its ministry 

more effective. They were also asked how they would address challenges such as the 

predicted fall in clergy numbers and financial resources. 

Findings 

The Review was published in summer 2012 with 50 recommendations.  At its heart was 

transformed ministry.  To help arrange the recommendations in a way that is manageable 

and understandable for the Church, an Implementation Group has focussed initially on what 

it sees as the core vision of the Report and the recommendations that are designed primarily 

to achieve that vision: 

 The formation of Ministry or Mission Areas across the Church in Wales. 

  The provision of ministry via Ministry Teams, incorporating lay and ordained 

ministers working to a collaborative model 

 An integrated programme of training for ministry for laity and ordained minsters 

intended to develop leadership skills and collaborative working practices. 

 

“The Review Team found the Church in Wales to be very warm and welcoming and there are 

many good things happening.  But in order to serve the people of Wales effectively, 

particularly its young people, we believe some radical re-thinking is necessary.” 

Lord Harries Chair of the Review Group 

 



“This is our review as a Church – we asked for it and we contributed to it. The report is our 

framework, not our blueprint.  Its vision is transformed ministry and that is what we need to 

focus on.  It’s an exciting time for us and one which offers great opportunities for the Church 

to thrive.” 

Helen Biggin, Chair of the 2020 Vision Implementation Group 

You can read the Church in Wales Review in its entirety online at 

www.churchinwales.org.uk/review  

 

Engaging with 2020 Vision 

 

Why do things need to change?  2020 Vision’s proposals are pretty radical so this is the first 

question anyone will ask when they hear about this new initiative for our churches. 

The simple answer is this: it’s not sustainable for the Church in Wales to continue operating 

in the way it is at the moment.  Congregations are declining, clergy are retiring and the 

numbers of people training for ordination will not fill the gap.  Something needs to change. 

We are still using the parish model in the same way we did in 1920 when the Church was 

disestablished.  Without change the Church in Wales will continue to decline as it heads 

towards its centenary in 2020. 

The Church in Wales Review was published in 2012 and made the case for change clear.  It 

talked about the need for change being “urgent” – particularly in the way our churches are 

set up. 

The Review proposes a move away from the parish model of ministry towards a new model 

of church.  Ministry Areas – or Mission Areas as we are calling them in St Asaph – will see 

churches partnering together with a shared leadership team to make them more sustainable 

for the future and prepare them for growth.  The Review also calls for more training for 

ministers – ordained and lay – to help make this model of ministry a reality. 

So we have to change if we want to see our churches flourish.  We have to be willing to do 

things differently if we want the Church in Wales to have a viable future – particularly with 

reference to families and the younger generation. 

The Review points out that the number of young people engaged with Church life is 

“miniscule” and adds:  “This situation cannot be addressed as the church is organised now.”  

It’s time to move forward. 

 
 

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/review


Esgobaeth Llanelwy: the Diocese of St Asaph 
Golwg 2020 Vision 

 
 

Why? 
The Bench of Bishops and the Governing Body asked for the Church in Wales Review to find 
out if our leadership, structures and resources are ready to take God’s mission forward in 
Wales, as we approach our 100th birthday.  2020 Vision looks at the challenges and 
recommendations which the Review gave us. 

 
What? 

2020 Vision says that “We are stronger together” and suggests we form Mission Areas – 
partnerships between congregations, clergy and lay ministers – to unlock our potential as the 
people of God answering His call in today’s Wales. 

 
When? 

Now.  We don’t have to wait for someone else to give us permission to start building 
relationships and partnerships in worship, witness and mission.  God’s call is for now. 

 
Who? 

Everyone.  All the baptised are commissioned as disciples and witnesses of Jesus.  2020 Vision 
wants to see us renew and invigorate our churches.  You can take the initiative, and our 
vicars, area deans and archdeacons are there to enable you to move forward. 

 
Where? 

Every church is in a local area of community and mission with other churches.  It might be 
your deanery but some deaneries are too big or no longer reflect the population of our 
communities so we might look at new boundaries.  We are God’s family and we want to 
partner with each other so we are strengthened to travel together in fellowship. 

 
How? 

You are the Church, and you will have the ideas.  What can you share to help God’s mission 
where you live and worship?  What can you stop doing to help free you up to serve in new 
ways?  How can you partner with brothers and sisters in other churches to tackle things 
which may seem too great to tackle as a single congregation? 
 

 
2020 Vision offers us three points of focus for our mission: 

 

Serving community, inspiring people, transforming Church



 

 

 

A Profile of Offa Mission Area 

 
 

 

The Parish of Rhos and Penycae were formerly members of the Dee Valley Deanery formed in 

2012 with the amalgamation of Llangollen and Bangor on Dee Deaneries.   Following the Church 

in Wales review it was envisaged that the Deanery would become a Mission Area at the close of 

2016. 

  

After consultation the Deanery Conference decided to form two smaller Mission Areas and the 

Parish of Rhosllanerchrugog and Penycae now form part of the Offa Mission Area which also 

includes the Parishes of Ruabon, Rhosymedre and Chirk.  A new Mission Area Team has been 

chosen with representation from each group of parishes.   

It is hoped that the churches could begin to understand each other’s strengths and weaknesses 

and begin to work together across the traditional parish boundaries to support each other.  An 

example might be Rhos being the centre for the Welsh language in the Mission Area, resourcing 

the Welsh medium primary schools in both Rhos and Cefn.  It would also be good to share our 

experiences of Fresh Expressions such as Messy Church.   

 

The new Offa Mission area strength - and its weakness - is the fact that it is building up its 

decision-making structures from scratch.  This means that the Mission Area has a unique 

opportunity to work out new ways of churches co-operating with each other and of supporting 

each other.  The new incumbent must be willing to work fully as part of the Shared Ministry  

Team to drive forward the changes needed in our shared vision over the coming years.  A new 

incumbent will be part of a team made up of both stipendiary and non-stipendiary clergy who 

have a good relationship and who are keen to look to the future.  The most important talent of 

the new incumbent would be that they are someone who is happy to work collaboratively, and 

who is happy to try new ideas and has the resilience to accept failure.  Some knowledge of the 

Welsh language would be an asset.  The Mission Area has many schools, including two 
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secondary schools, and a willingness to explore the idea of chaplaincy in the secondary schools 

would be desirable.  

 

With the advent of 2020 Vision and the forthcoming change to Mission Areas, there is concern 

among both PCCs that there are not enough young people to see these changes through.  It is 

generally felt, therefore, that the priority must be to get more young people (i.e. those aged in 

their thirties and forties) into the church, not just to attend services, but to take up the reins of 

being active within the running of the parishes. 

 

Ideally the person appointed should have some experience of people management, with the 

ability to get on with all age groups, but also be willing to enable those who can relate to 

children, teenagers or the elderly.  We are looking for someone who will support and 

encourage specialist ministries i.e. (school chaplains, youth leaders, evangelists etc). It is felt 

that the person appointed would have to encourage and support the people currently taking 

part in all areas of mission and be willing to help develop new ideas for social groups involved in 

fundraising. 

 

There is a need to continue to support current lay ministries within the congregations and build 

on lay involvement in all aspects of church life.  There is also an additional need to encourage 

members of the congregations to become more involved in services and ensure relevant 

training is provided where necessary using diocesan resources; for example in the areas of 

pastoral care/visiting, worship leaders, servers etc.  

 

Offa Mission Area – Parishes and Clergy 
 

Parish of Chirk (2 churches)   
Revd Matthew Wilkinson 
  
Parishes of Rhosllanerchrugog and Penycae (3 churches)  
Revd Jackie Carter (retiring September 2016) 
Revd Phil Carey (NSM Curate in training) 

 
Parishes of Rhosymedre and Ruabon (3 churches)  
Revd Kate Tiltman 
Revd Trish Owen (NSM Priest) 
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The Parishes of Rhosllanerchrugog and Penycae 
 

The villages of Rhosllanerchrugog, Johnstown and Penycae make up the Grouped Parishes of 

Rhosllanerchrugog and Penycae.  The parishes are ideally situated approximately four miles 

outside Wrexham which has all the amenities of a large town and benefits from rail links 

between Wrexham/Ruabon to Chester, London, Manchester and Cardiff.  A regular bus service 

links the villages with each other, and with nearby Wrexham. The villages are part of the County 

of Wrexham Maelor, and served by both Wrexham County Borough, and Rhosllanerchrugog 

and Penycae Community Councils.  

 

As well as good public transport system both to and from Wrexham, the villages are within easy 

reach of Chester via the A483 by-pass and also the A55 trunk road. Rhos has easy access to 

Llangollen, famous for its International Musical Eisteddfod, to many mountain walks, and also 

to Chirk with its fine castle. The population of the parishes of Rhosllanerchrugog and Penycae is 

approximately 13,000 comprising of both Welsh (20%) and English speakers.             

 

 Map showing the proximity of the communities that make up the parishes 
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The Vicarage  
 
The vicarage is situated on the B5605 Wrexham Road just on the outskirts of the village of 

Johnstown. The vicarage was purchased by the Diocese in 2010 and consists of three double 

bedrooms, one single bedroom and two receptions rooms, a kitchen, study and two toilets 

downstairs toilets.  There is also a separate access via the side of the property to the 

study/office.  

 

The vicarage has gas central heating.  Access to the house in the front is via steps at the front 

from the tarmac driveway and access from the patio at the back of the property to the garden 

is via a further set of steps.  There is an enclosed garden with vegetable patch and orchard at 

the rear of the property.   

 

At the front there is a lawned garden with shrubs and flowerbeds and ample turning and 

parking for at least five cars. There is also a garage. 

 

     Front elevation of the Vicarage                                  View of The Vicarage from the rear garden      

  

 

Parish of Rhosllanerchrugog  

 
Rhosllanerchrugog has a rich religious heritage because in 1904 in the village containing as 

many as 27 chapels the Welsh Religious Revival had a major impact on not only the village and 

surrounding area. The people of Rhos were mainly Welsh speaking, with few English people 

living there.  Wages were poor, life was hard and men and boys worked in the mines.  
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Records show that the revival in Rhos started quite unexpectedly in June 1904, during a 

preaching festival held in Penuel Welsh Baptist Chapel (Capel Penuel) on the High Street. The 

power of the spirit fell in a way, which was reminiscent of the 1859 revival. The preacher was 

Baptist minister, Rhys Bevan Jones from South Wales and by the end of February 1905 there 

were 1,338 converts in Rhos, 35 of which were recorded in Eglwys Dewi Sant.   A brief account 

of the revival can be found in the book ‘When God came to North Wales’ by Philip H Eveson 

(Quinta Press)                              

 

Rhos, as it is fondly called, is a very different place today with not only the closure of many of 

the chapels but also the local collieries and many new factories have been built on the outskirts 

of the village, where many of the former miners found employment. Some travelled further 

afield to Wrexham Industrial Estate. 

 

The village is well known for its culture and music, and the local choirs are world famous. 

Rhos village itself has been the subject of a renovation scheme, parts of which are still in 

progress. Sporting facilities include football and rugby teams, bowling greens, tennis courts 

(located on the Ponciau Park, which included a children’s play area). The renovated Rhos 

Miners Institute (or the Stiwt as it is known) is now a building that the village can be proud of 

and holds many concerts, plays etc. to full houses. It also has connections with the 

churches/chapels and schools in the area. 

 

The village is in the centre of an area of high multiple deprivation and is North Wales’ largest 

village with an immediate catchment area in excess of over 10,000. It is in one of Wales’ 52 

Communities First programmes of areas with the greatest social and economic need.  

 
A recent Estyn school inspection report for Ysgol Maes y Mynydd, the main primary school for 

the area, shows that 36% of school pupils were eligible for free school meals, a figure described 

as being “above the local and national average” and denoting the socio-economic needs facing 

many of the families of children attending the schools.  

 

Due to low congregations and the need to find £300,000 for repairs to the fabric of the church, 

St John’s Parish Church closed in 2003. The English-speaking congregation of St John’s joined 

the congregation of St Mary’s in Johnstown and the Welsh-speaking congregation joined with 

Eglwys Dewi Sant.   
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The church was eventually sold and a good working relationship has been established between 

the new owners and the parish.  Additionally the churchyard of St Johns Church 

Rhosllanerchrugog is also the responsibility of the Parish. 

 

   

 

 

 

Eglwys Dewi Sant, also known locally as the Welsh Church, is dedicated to the Patron Saint of 

Wales, and is situated in Broad Street near the Stiwt Theatre. Following the closure of the 

Parish Church St Johns in 2003 the church now serves a Bilingual congregation, worshipping 

God in the Anglican tradition whilst still retaining its Welsh culture and language.  

 

Eglwys Dewi Sant is the only remaining Anglican Church in the village and was built in 1892 by 

Douglas and Furnham in the world famous ‘Ruabon’ red brick and consecrated on St Andrews 

Day in 1893. It is one of very few churches built with internal bare brick walls. There are yellow 

sandstone features around door and window openings. The church has a Nave with a narrow 

chancel at the East End. J.H. Swainson built the chancel extension in 1935 and the church has a 

seating capacity of two hundred.   

 

St John the Evangelist Church 
(redundant) 

 
The building is currently being 
re-furbished and a planning 
application has recently been 
approved to include flats to be 
built within this Grade 2 Listed 
building. 

 

Eglwys Dewi Sant Rhosllanerchrugog  
 
St David’s Church, Rhosllanerchrugog  
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The baptismal font is situated near the entrance at the West End of the church and is made of 

stone with a stone painted base. There is a North aisle separated from the main Church by brick 

columns which boasts a lady chapel at the East end and a vestry has been formed at the West 

end of the north Isle.    It has a bell tower with a single bell located at the West gable end of the 

church.   It has a small grassed churchyard, which surrounds the church and is enclosed by black 

railings. 

 

The altar is made of a plain box with an oak 

decorative paneled reredos. The lectern and pulpit 

and choir stalls are made of oak as are the choir 

stalls, and the altar rail and altar screen is made of 

light oak. 

 

Kitchen and Toilet Project 

A proposal for repair and re-ordering for the church is underway.  A faculty has been obtained 

and the church is in the process of applying for grant funding to source the work. Plans have 

been submitted to re-order the vestry to accommodate a single sex disabled toilet with baby 

changing facilities, at the same time re-ordering the north isle to include a kitchen and social 

area.  Currently the only water supply to the church is located in the cellar, and the only 

available toilets at the nearby Stiwt Theatre. 

 

Included in the proposal of work is the repair of the long-standing cracks to the building due to 

historical subsidence highlighted in Quinquennial Reports.  The intention is to remove 4/5 pews 

to enable tables and chairs to be placed in the social area. This would allow flexibility should the 

church need to cater for services with larger congregation such as Remembrance Sunday.  A 

disabled access is also included in the planned renovation. 

 

In line with 2020 vision the church is seeking to cater for their existing congregation whilst at 

the same time enhance the mission of the church by engaging with the local community. The 

church is situated in the centre of the community of high depravation and has lost many 

facilities. Directly opposite the church building, next to the Health Centre is Plas yn Rhos 

residential senior citizens' accommodation, making the church an ideal venue for community 

engagement.   
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Weekly Coffee Mornings are held in 
church and it is hoped to build up 
attendance and invite members of 
the voluntary and public sector such 
as P.C.S.O’s to meet members of the 
community in an informal setting.  
The location is ideal for people 
visiting the health centre to drop in 
for refreshments.  
 

The church already contributes to the Local Food Bank and its location directly opposite the 

Health Centre would lend itself to use as a satellite collection point in the village. The location 

would also lend itself to a local Food Co-operative.  

 
The congregation are eager to start a Messy Church and the facilities will play an enormous 

difference to the Mission of the church within the community. 6% of pupils of Maes y Mynydd 

Primary School are eligible for free school meals which is above the national and local average. 

Should the project be successful it is envisaged that packed lunches could be prepared for 

distribution during school holidays. 
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St Mary’s Church Johnstown serves an English 

speaking community worshipping God in the 

Anglican tradition and seeking to serve Christ in 

the village of Johnstown. It is situated at the 

heart of the community opposite the local Post 

Office and near to local shops. The present brick 

built church was built in 1928 but was preceded 

by an iron building known locally as the “Tin 

Church”.   The foundation stone was laid on 

Ascension Day 1928.  

The church is named after Mary the mother of 

Jesus and the Stained Glass window over the 

altar is in honour of Mary and entitled Virgin 

and Child and designed by Trena Cox and 

donated by Rose Thomas, when the extension 

was completed in 1958.  

 

 

 

 

   St Mary’s Church Johnstown                                        

 

The stained glass window at the back of the church 

overlooking the Baptism font and also the children’s area 

depicting Saint Elizabeth with her son John the Baptist  

 

The Roberts family in memory of Thomas Henry Roberts 

and Emma Lydia Roberts gave this window. He was a 

cabinetmaker and she was a very accomplished 

needlewoman and their tools are reflected in the window.  
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St Mary’s Church Hall  

 

Adjacent to the church is St Mary’s Church Hall.  The hall is used extensively for church 

functions, such as Mothers Union, Ladies Guild, monthly Singles Lunch and monthly Saturday 

Brunch Specials.  It is available for hire and is also used by the local Women’s Institute, 

Brownies, Art Class and is also available for hire at a small charge for social functions and 

children’s parties.  The Hall is also used as a Polling Station for local and national elections. 

 

 

  

The Parish of Penycae 

 

Currently the Parish of Penycae is a member 

Parish of the Offa Mission Area in the 

Diocese of St Asaph in the Province of the 

Church in Wales and as such its function is 

the promotion of the mission of the Church. 

 

Penycae is a stretched-out village with distinct “areas”, the church and village hall being in the 

older, higher main part of the village where the primary school is also situated. It is proposed 

that in the near future the junior school will also move to this part of the village from its 

present site approximately a mile and a half away, in the lower portion of the village. As well as 

St Thomas’ Church, the village has several chapels serving the community. 

 

St Thomas’ has a small, but loyal, elderly congregation (average attendance at services around 

20, with significantly more at Christmas, Easter, and Harvest Festival etc). Family Service is 

currently held on the first Sunday of each month, and in an endeavour to “take the church to 

the village”, this takes place in the Village Hall which is more centrally placed than the church, 

which stands as one of the last buildings at the top end of the village and into the open 

countryside. St Thomas’ joins with its sister churches of Eglwys Dewi Sant and St Mary’s for a 

celebration of the Eucharist on the fifth Sunday of the month – each church taking it in turn to 

host this. 
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 A Short History of the Parish 
 

In Penycae, the centre of our religion goes back to the late 6th century in Llangollen and the 

monks of Valle Crucis Abbey were known to pass through Plas Ddu, in Penycae, on their 

pilgrimages.  Penycae became a parish from Rubaon on 28th November 1879, only two years 

after the consecration of St Thomas Church.   

Impact of the 1904 Revival in Rhos also extended to the Parish of Penycae with 113 converts 

recorded in Salem Chapel.  

 

The most recent history to be made was on 12
th

 January 1997 when the first women priests 

were ordained in the Church in Wales.  The Parish was fortunate that one of those first women 

was Beatrice Ann Pitt, Curate of Penycae, and wife of George Pitt, Vicar of Penycae.  

 

 

In the sprawling Welsh village of Penycae, situated on Ruabon Mountain overlooking the Dee 

Valley and the Cheshire Plain, this beautiful little church was built in the early English style in 

Gardden Lodge stone which was supplied by Messrs. Tomley and Daniels. 

 

Lady Williams Wynn laid the foundation stone on 19
th

 November 1877. The church was roofed 

with slates with a stained and varnished wood interior and finished with a bell turret over the 

chancel arch. The land was given by Sir Watkins Williams Wynn and the builders were a local 

firm Messrs. Phennah & Davies from Rhostyllen. The building was consecrated on Friday 6th 

December, 1878. It is an attractive church with a steep, high roof, low walls and a quite 

distinctive steeple. Inside it has a nave and a broad chancel paved with ornamental tiles and 

two steps. A further two steps lead up to the altar.  The Church can accommodate 200 

worshippers. 

 

 
     St Thomas’ Church Penycae 
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St Thomas Village Hall  

The Village Hall operates as a registered charity founded in 1999 with four trustees of which the 

incumbent is one.   The Hall was reopened during the year 2000 following an extensive 

refurbishment costing £100,000 funded by grants and fund raising.  The Hall is self-financing. 

 

The Hall is rented from St Thomas Church to the charity at the rate of £1.00 per annum under a 

56 year lease which commenced on 8th November 1999. A grant was obtained in 2002 from 

Cory Landfill, which funded the majority of the cost of new double glazed windows.  The small 

Hall Committee meets regularly and includes members of the church and representative of the 

user organisations.  

 

We hold a Family Service in the Hall on 10 Sundays of the year, Messy Church on the second 

Wednesday of each month, Christmas and Summer Fairs, meetings of the Parochial Church 

Council and social events.   The Art Club, Craft Club, Citizens Advice Bureau are already hall 

users and the hall is also available to hire for private functions. 
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Finance  

 

The Parish of Rhosllanerchrugog has met the Parish Share in full since 2011 and is on target to 

meet this year’s Parish Share.  The Parish Share is met annually from income and fundraising.   

The Parish however does have historic arrears which are being paid off annually from interest 

received from invested income held on behalf of the parishes by the Diocese.  The arrears are 

expected to be completely paid within the next two years. 

 

The Representative Body in Cardiff also holds income from Trust Funds on behalf of the Parish 

which can be accessed for repair to the fabric of the churches and have on occasion funded 

repairs and routine maintenance for St John’ (redundant church) Churchyard.  

 

The Parish of Penycae is in a sound financial position.  The PCC is active in organising annual 

fund raising events and the annual Parish Share is met from income and fundraising.    

 

St Thomas Churchyard Penycae is maintained by the PCC with a small annual grant from the 

local community council.  On occasion when upgrading and improvements have been required, 

successful grant funding applications have enabled the churchyard to be maintained to a high 

standard.   

 
Schools  
 
Educationally the Parish of Rhosllanerchrugog is now served by 3 Primary Schools and 1 

Secondary School, whilst the Parish of Penycae has one Community Primary School.  

 
Primary Schools  
 

Ysgol Maes y Mynydd  
 
Ysgol Maes y Mynydd was established as a result of the amalgamation of three local schools in 

September 2008, one of which included Ysgol y Wern which was a Church in Wales Voluntary 

Aided School. The school caters for pupils between the age of 3 – 11, most of who live in the 

village. Around 36% of pupils are eligible for free school meals and the figure is above the local 

and national average.  

Around 6% of pupils speak English as an additional language and no pupils speak Welsh as a 

first language at home.  
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The church has positive and effective links with the school and the church has a presence on 

the Governing Body where the vicar serves as a community governor.  Assemblies are currently 

taken once a month.  The children hold services in Eglwys Dewi Sant at Easter, Harvest, 

Christmas and end of school year.  

 

 

 
As part of their Easter Service the pupils composed their own Easter prayers on the reverse of 
Easter Eggs they had designed and hung them on two prayer trees as well as behind the choir 
stalls.   
 
Ysgol ID Hooson  
 
Ysgol ID Hooson is designated a bilingual primary school, located at its new site and building in 

the village in September 2007. The school caters for pupils between the ages of 3 - 11 years and 

also includes a nursery unit. Thirty-one per cent of pupils come from homes where Welsh is the 

first language and the remainder come from homes where English is the main language of 

communication. Welsh is the school’s main medium of communication and learning. The 

number of pupils entitled to free school meals is lower that the county and national averages.  

 

The school has limited contact with the church but enjoys well-established close links with the 

local Welsh-speaking chapels.  On occasion pupils attend and take part in the annual Crib 

Service at Eglwys Dewi Sant. 

 
Ysgol yr Hafod  
 
Ysgol Yr Hafod was created in 2015 by the amalgamation of Johnstown Infants School situated 

in Nant Parc and Johnstown Juniors School located on Bangor Road.  It caters for pupils from 

the age of 3 – 11 and nearly all pupils speak English as their first language. No pupils speak 

Welsh as their first language. 
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Traditionally both schools have had close connections with St Mary’s Church, Johnstown, and 

the new school enjoys a good working relationship with the church.  The church has a presence 

on the governing body.  The school choir annually takes part in the Harvest Songs of Praise and 

holds seasonal assemblies at Easter and Harvest in church.  Additionally the choir holds an 

annual Spring Concert in aid of church funds.  2015 once again saw St Mary’s host the North 

Wales Annual Tenovus Lovelight Christmas Concert.  The Sing with Us Wrexham Choir and 

Brymbo Male Voice Choir were joined by the school choir who for the first time extended their 

membership to include Key Stage 1 pupils.  

 

Penycae 

Penycae Community Primary School was created in September 2008, by the amalgamation of 

the infant and junior schools. The accommodation is based on two sites over 400 metres apart. 

The school caters for children ages 3 - 11. Pupils come from a wide range of social backgrounds. 

The school reports that the numbers of pupils who are eligible for free school meals are above 

the average for the LA and Wales.   

 

The school holds its annual Christingle service in St Thomas Church and on occasion assemblies 

have been held in school.  The church is working hard to encourage and maintain links. 

 

Secondary Schools  

 

Ysgol y Grango Secondary School   

 
Ysgol y Grango is an English-medium 11 to 16 comprehensive school situated in 

Rhosllanerchrugog.   At the age of 16, pupils usually transfer to Yale College in Wrexham or to 

Ysgol Rhiwabon. There are very few pupils from Welsh-speaking homes, and none that speak 

Welsh as a first language.  

Recently links have been re-established between the school and church and the new Head of RE 

is keen to strengthen further links.  There is a good working relationship between the church 

and school and some pupils have visited the church.  
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St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican High School Wrexham 

 

St Joseph's Catholic and Anglican High School is the only shared faith secondary school in Wales.  

It is Voluntary Aided and English-medium, with no pupils who speak Welsh as a first language.  

This is a mixed school and most pupils live in the surrounding area.  

 

The 2014 Estyn Inspection reported 598 pupils on the roll.  Free school meals are below the 

17.7% for secondary schools in Wales. Sixteen per cent of pupils live in the 20% most deprived 

areas in Wales. 

  

Community Youth Council 

 

Rhosllanerchrugog is one of the few communities in Wales that boasts a Youth Community 

Council drawn from local schools in the villages of Rhos and Johnstown.   They meet by bi-

monthly and also play a major part in the annual Remembrance Sunday Parade and church 

service, which is held alternatively in St Mary’s Johnstown and Eglwys Dewi Sant Rhos.  

Members of the Youth Community council and schoolchildren are responsible for reading the 

roll of honour for both villages.   

 

Children’s Ministry 

 

The Parish of Rhosllenerchrugog has a Messy Church, which has been running for eight years.  It 

is based in St Mary’s Church Hall and meets on the fourth Sunday of the Month.  The Messy 

Team is made up of members of the church as well as the mothers of children who attend.  

 

Penycae Parish has a small but successful branch of Messy Church made up of some of the 

families of church members and who hold regular monthly meetings on the second Wednesday 

of the week in the Village Hall.   

 

St Mary’s Church has a small Sunday school made up of the children of church families.  In 

addition on a Thursday morning for many years Chatterboxes has been held in the church hall.  

This has over the years been very successful and a number of children have attended with 

parents and grandparents, enjoying a time to socialise whilst enjoying refreshments. 
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Health 

 

 Large major hospitals locally include Wrexham Maelor and RJAH Orthopaedic Hospital 

Gobowen 

 NHS Dental Surgery in both Rhosllanerchrugog and Johnstown  

 Opticians  (Wrexham)    

 Health Centres can be found in Rhosllanerchrugog/Rhostyllen and Ruabon 

 Retained Fire Station Johnstown  

 Full time ambulance station (Wrexham) 

 

Organisations  

  

Brownies/Rainbows  St Mary’s Church Hall – Maes y Mynydd School  

Girl Guides   Community Centre Johnstown  

Scouts     Johnstown and Penycae 

Art Clubs    St Mary’s Church Hall Johnstown and also the Village Hall in Pence  

Bowles/Football   Ponciau/Rhosllanerchrugog   

Rugby and Football  Penycae   

Ladies Guild    Penycae Community Centre   

Women’s Institute   St Mary’s Church Hall Johnstown   

 

Choirs in the Area include: 

Rhos Male Voice Choir, Rhos Orpheus Choir, Cantorion Rhos, Rhos Ladies Choir and   

Ger-y-Ffin Mixed Choir 

 

Children’s Choir and Drama Groups include:  

Cor Bechgwyn Rhos Boys Choir Theatr, IFANC Young people’s amateur dramatic   

 

Parish Organisations 

Both the Mothers Union and the Ladies Guild are well established and thriving. Both met in St 

Mary’s church Hall. The Ladies Guild was formed alongside the Mothers Union some 37 years 

ago as a ‘Young Wives Group’, and attracts ladies from all parts of the community.  The Guild 

has just celebrated 36 years. They meet on the second Wednesday of the month and the 
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Mothers Union meet on the first Wednesday of the Month.  The members of both 

organisations help in the Maelor hospital and the Mothers Union supply the books ‘It’s Your 

Move’ to school children making the transition from primary to secondary education. 

 

We have small social committees responsible for each church who organise fundraising events 

throughout the year not only for the church but also for charity. 

 

Communications  

A monthly Parish Newsletter is produced by a member of St Mary’s Church & distributed to 

each church. 

The Teulu Asaph Cycle of Prayer and Teulu Asaph Magazine are distributed to each parish.  
 
Our joint Parish Website is maintained by he husband of a member of the congregation at St 
Thomas, Penycae. webmaster@parishofrhosllanerchrugog.org.uk. 
 
Statistics  
 
 
Electoral Roll 2016:  Penycae St Thomas 33 and  Rhos 85  (Eglwys Dewi Sant 36 and St Mary’s 
Johnstown 49)    
 
 
Statistics 2015 
 
 

 St Mary’s 
Johnstown 

Saint David’s Rhos St Thomas 
Penycae 

Baptisms 11 9 11 

Weddings  3 1 3  + 1 Blessing 

Confirmations Nil Nil 2  

Funerals in Church  11 4 9 

Other  12  6 

Average Sunday 
attendance  

34 23 20 

Average Tuesday 
attendance  

14 N/A N/A 

Home Communicants  2 1 5 

Elderly Peoples Homes 
Communions (monthly) 

10 15 N/A 

Elderly Peoples Homes  
Attendance only (monthly) 

N/A 10 N/A 

 
 
 
 

mailto:webmaster@parishofrhosllanerchrugog.org.uk
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The Church Team  
 

 There is one non stipendiary curate due to be ordained to the priesthood at Petertide  2016 

 Lay Readers                                   St Mary’s     1     Eglwys Dewi Sant     1   St Thomas      1 

 Worship Leaders               St Mary’s     3     Eglwys Dewi Sant     2   St Thomas      2  

 Eucharist Assistants            St Mary’s     3     Eglwys Dewi Sant     2   St Thomas      2 

 There are altar servers in each church  

 There is a team of Sidespersons/Welcomers in each church   

 Intercessions re led by members of the congregation in each church 
 

 Lessons are read by members of the congregation in each church 
 

 There is a resident organist in each church  
 
Each church also has a Sacristan and Assistant Sacristan 

St Thomas and Eglwys Dewi Sant have 1 Verger each and St Mary’s 2 (attendance at Occasional 
Offices are shared) 
 
There is a small dedicated choir in St Mary’s Johnstown and on occasion members of all three 
churches join together to form one choir.  
 
St Thomas Church has a full set of vestments 

St Mary’s and Eglwys Dewi Sant have sufficient in each church to complete a full set. 

Worship and Study  
 
St David’s and St Mary’s use bi-Lingual Seasonal Order of Service Booklets based on an ‘An 
Order of Service for the Holy Eucharist  2004’ 
 
St Thomas use hardback copies of ‘An Order of Service for the Holy Eucharist 2004’ 

Hymn Books  

Eglwys Dewi Sant – Sing to the Lord, Mission Praise, Junior Praise and Emynau’r Eglwys (1941- 

1951)  

St Thomas and St Mary’s - Anglican Hymns Old and New, Mission Praise and Junior Praise.   

 

Morning Prayer – Dewi Sant Book of Common Prayer 1984 (Bi-lingual) 

                            St Mary’s and St Thomas Book of Common Prayer 1984 

Mid Week Communion St Mary’s Book of Common Prayer 1984  

Study/Prayer Group in Johnstown – meet twice monthly – Nant Parc 

Home Group in Penycae meets monthly for Worship and Holy Communion   

Annual Lent Courses are held in each parish 
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Joint Parish Activities   
 
Annual Parish Away Day at Cottsmoor House includes guest speaker and Holy Communion  
 
Annual Pilgrimage  
 
Usually held one Sunday in August – Bus leaves late morning and a lunch venue is chosen 
followed by travel to a shrine or church, which usually includes an evening service.  
 
Annual Parish weekend away (autumn) 
 
Organized by members of St Mary’s and open to members of all three churches  
 
 
Ministry to Older People   
 
Members of the Parish minister in four of our residential homes.  Plas-y-Delph and Plas-yn-Rhos 

enjoy alternate Songs of Praise and Holy Communion, with the assistance of the Diocesan 

Evangelist and his wife, who live locally, whilst Meifod enjoy a monthly ‘Songs of Praise’ lead by 

members of the congregation of Eglwys Dewi Sant. During 2015 the ministry to older people 

was extended to include The Conifers Residential Home in Johnstown who now receive a 

monthly communion service conducted by a Lay Reader.  

 
Together Creating Communities  
 

St Thomas Church Penycae is a member of Together Creating Communities, which has just 

celebrated its twentieth anniversary as the oldest citizens’ organization in the UK.  The current 

Patron is Bishop Gregory Cameron.  On occasion, planning meetings and coffee mornings have 

been held in the Parish. 

One of the local projects supported by TCC nearer home in 2012 was the much-needed new 

pelican crossing on Pant Hill in Rhosllanerchrugog. TCC has also been involved in highlighting 

and supporting the plight of Syrian Refugees. 

 
Ecumenism  
 
An ecumenical service of Holy Communion is held weekly on a Wednesday morning at 10.00 am 

at Hill Street Presbyterian Chapel, Rhosllanerchrugog.  The vicar conducts a service of Holy 

Communion once a month and members of the congregations of both churches in the parish 

support and attend. Hill Street Chapel also hosts the Annual (English Speaking) service for 
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Woman’s World Day of Prayer.  The committee has representation from Anglican, English 

Presbyterian, Salvation Army and Church of the Nazarene. 

The Parish join with the Salvation Army to lead the annual Good Friday Open Air Service held on 

‘The Cross’ at the centre of the village in Rhos. Penycae join with the Church of the Nazarene at 

Easter and at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday and refreshments are served after the 

service in the Village Hall. 

 
The Welsh Language  

Penycae is a largely English-speaking community, although there are many people who are bi-

lingual (very few speaking only Welsh). However Eglwys Dewi Sant has a congregation of people 

who are mainly bi-lingual but who would like their services to largely be conducted in the Welsh 

language – therefore a priest with knowledge of Welsh and an understanding of the Welsh 

Language and Culture would be appreciated.  

 

Current Regular Pattern of Worship in the Parishes 

Sunday/DyddSul Time/Amser Service/Gwasanaeth  

1st Sunday       

St Mary’s 9.30 am Family Service/Holy Communion  

Dewi Sant 10.00 am  Morning Prayer/Y Foreol Weddi 

St Thomas Village Hall  11.00 am Family Service Holy Communion  

2nd Sunday       

St Mary’s   9.30 am Morning Prayer/Y Foreol Weddi 

St Mary’s   9.30 am Sunday School  

Dewi Sant 10.00 am Holy Communion  

St Thomas  11.00 am Holy communion  

3rd Sunday       

St Mary’s   9.30 am Holy Communion  

Dewi Sant 10.30 am Holy Communion/Cymun Bendigaid 

St Thomas 11.00 am  Morning Prayer     

4th Sunday          

St Mary’s   9.30 am Holy Communion 

St Mary’s   9.30 am Sunday School  

Dewi Sant 10.00 am Holy Communion/Cymun Bendigaid 

St Thomas 11.00 am Holy Communion 

St Mary’s Church   4.00 pm  Messy Church  

5th Sunday  10.00 am Joint Service  

 
5th Sunday of the month congregations from all three churches join together in one church. 
Mid-Week Services  
St Mary’s Church - Tuesday   
Morning Prayer 9.15 am  and Parish Communion 10 am  
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