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School context 

Llansantffraid Church in Wales Aided School has 107 pupils from the local area which is 
neither prosperous nor economically disadvantaged. The school has extensive well 
maintained grounds which are continually developed and utilised by the school. All pupils 
come from homes where English is the main language, reflecting the linguistic nature of the 
community. At the time of Inspection no children are withdrawn from Religious Education or 
worship.  

Summary Judgement 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Ysgol Llansantffraid as a Church in Wales 
Aided Primary School are good.  
Ysgol Llansantffraid has a warm friendly atmosphere where the children are cared for and 
supported by all adults. The vibrant classrooms value the children’s work and achievements 
whilst displays throughout the school reflect the schools’ Christian commitment. All children 
are valued and encouraged to reach their potential as citizens of Wales and the wider world. 
The school has strong links with the local church, visiting for both performances and acts of 
worship giving the children a well-balanced attitude towards the experience of visiting the 
church. The school’s link with Nayenga Primary School in Uganda promotes an 
understanding and respect for diverse communities.  

Established strengths and excellence 

 The children at Ysgol Llansantffraid are supported by all adults to reach their potential, 
develop a positive self-image and begin to express their own opinions and feelings. 

 The children discuss their ideas about Religious Education and worship and the impact 
this has on their personal practise. The children spoke fondly of the creative opportunities 
they have in RE and of their teachers’ enthusiasm for the subject.   

 Planning is thorough with a balance of written and practical activities. 

 Good use is made of ICT during lessons and to support learners.  

 The use of open-ended questioning in worship and lessons to further engage the children. 

 The mission statement is valued, displayed and known by the whole school community 

Focus for development. 

 An area for quiet reflection and spiritual development should now be integrated into the 
classrooms, such as a special chair or cushions for the children to access as a natural 
part of their school day.  

 The school’s Self Evaluation Report for RE refers to developing a portfolio of 
standardised work for RE which when completed will impact on standards 

 The marking of children’s work should include next steps in children’s spiritual 
development or skills being developed, to give children a clear understanding of what is 

 



 

 

expected and how they can express themselves and move forward. 
The school should contact the Diocesan Office for support in implementing these small areas 
for development.  

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is excellent at meeting the 
needs of all learners 

The whole school community project on ‘Values’ is celebrated around school. The links made 
with children’s own experiences ensure they have an impact on behaviour and children’s 
relationships with each other. The school’s whole school approach to behaviour is reflected in 
the children’s interaction and manner with staff, visitors and their peers. The children 
investigate sources and issues raised through stories and holy books which gives them an 
understanding of the actions people take and why. Through their work on the school council, 
children are becoming independent thinkers by using well-considered ideas and strategies. 
The children and parents are invited to Eucharist and open family services at the school on a 
regular basis, encouraging links between church, school and families. The school’s link with 
Nayenga Primary School in Uganda provides valuable curriculum opportunities. Religious 
Education plays an important role defining the distinctive Christian character within the 
school.  

The  impact and effectiveness of collective worship on the school community is good.  

Two whole school acts of worship were observed. The worship begins with lighting candles, a 
short prayer and call to worship. The key elements of worship are a natural and embedded 
feature. The children are introduced to the theme of Change through pictures and a short 
presentation which is then linked with a Bible reading. The children were active participants 
during the worship through prayer and prayer responses showing familiarity with the Anglican 
liturgy used during the worship. The inclusion of children leading the service is an example of 
good practise, showing the children’s work and participation is valued by all.  
Staff and clergy are involved in planning, leading and evaluating collective worship with 
involvement from other religious groups. The school uses the colours of the church year on 
the altar during worship to reinforce the links with Anglican practise.  The school has an ‘open 
worship’ for parents and members of the community at least each half term which is well 
supported. Children are involved in planning and delivery, understanding the importance of 
sharing the worship as Christians, not only performing. The school meets the statutory 
requirements for Collective Worship.  
 

The effectiveness of provision for religious education is good 

The curriculum offers children a variety of opportunities to extend their understanding of the 
Christian faith though planned and evaluated lessons. There are opportunities built into the 
curriculum for children to explore and experiment with new learning opportunities, including 
visiting special/religious places, making and using artefacts and role play. Since recently 
reviewing the expectations and practise, standards of literacy in RE lessons are improved.  
The recent focus on developing extended writing in RE and development of the assessment 
portfolio has enabled teachers to match tasks accordingly. Three lessons were observed 
during the visit, two Foundation Phase and one Key Stage 2. Foundation Phase lessons 
included practical activities and opportunities to develop literacy skills. The Key Stage 2 
lesson provided opportunities for extended writing showing empathy and a thought provoking 
moment for reflection. All children were engaged, showing an understanding of the learning 
objectives and skills being developed. 
The marking of children’s work in RE is consistent and positive, often questioning the child. 
However, the marking does not offer opportunities for further developing a child’s spiritual 
understanding or suggest ways forward. Next steps in children’s development of skills such 
as developing understanding or questioning should now be added to give children a clear 
understanding of what is expected and how they can express themselves. The quality of work 
on display in corridors and classrooms is excellent, showing links to literacy and numeracy in 
RE. The school meets the statutory requirements for Religious Education.  
 
 



 

 

The school is good at developing the pupils personal qualities and achievements 
 

The children take responsibility for their own actions and develop the thinking skills that allow 
them to become effective members of the community. The whole school project on Values 
has developed children’s understanding of Christian teaching and guidance for making 
healthy choices. The children’s entrepreneurial skills are developed through fund raising and 
a fruit tuck shop. This enables all children to learn about the wider world whilst personally 
making a difference to provision at the school.  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school 
is good. 

The governors are evidently proud of the school and are very supportive. The staff are 
confident in their roles and responsibilities concerning RE and worship. The work of the 
coordinator in both Religious Education and Collective Worship should be commended as the 
monitoring and evaluation lead directly to the quality of provision. The quantity of evidence is 
a clear indicator of the provision for both these areas within the curriculum. The children on 
school council are able to discuss the role of the church within school and feel they have 
been involved in developing the school’s links in this area. The school’s link with the local 
church is strong and ever developing. The whole school curriculum is underpinned by the 
distinctive Christian vision and values. The whole school community contributes fully to 
school life which has a clear and distinctive impact on children’s well-being.   

 
 

May I take this opportunity to once again express my sincere thanks to 
the staff and pupils of Ysgol Llansantffraid for the kindness showed to 

me during the visits. 


