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1. Introduction

Bwlchgwyn with other villages in the area such as Coedpoeth, Gwynfryn, and
Minera, prospered in the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions. Local quarries and
coal mines provided employment which enabled the village to expand. Several public
houses opened in the area, one of which, The Kings Head, still remains.

Two Churches were built in the village; Nebo Chapel was the first to be built in 1852.
The present Church stands on Brymbo road and was opened in 1877. Bwlchgwyn
primary school opened in 1875 and stood for over 100 years, before being replaced
by a new school in 1993.

Today Bwlchgwyn is a village of approximately 1,000 residents sitting at 1,000 Ft
above sea level (305 M). Some 6 Miles from Wrexham, Bwlchgwyn has easy access
to the Wrexham By-Pass. Chester with all its history and cultural activities is
approximately 15 Miles away. The Village is well served with a regular bus service to
Wrexham, Ruithin, Denbigh and beyond. The total population of the village recorded
in the 2011 Census who speak Welsh was 13.7%.

Llangollen, home of the internationally acclaimed Eisteddfod is just 10 miles away
while both Ruithin and Mold are only a short drive away. Christchurch is one of
twelve churches that make up The Alyn Deanery; at present Bwlchgwyn is joined
with Coedpoeth and Minera as a parish. However recently the Deanery Conference,
PCC's and Diocesan Standing Committee have passed a resolution that Bwlchgwyn
will be joined with Brymbo as a parish.

2. Christchurch an Overview

Christchurch Bwlchgwyn is a small church which has warm and friendly atmosphere.
Currently the average congregation on a normal Sunday is between 18 and 20
individuals. At present Christchurch does not have a Sunday school but however,
has strong contacts with the local School, which is located on the same road as the
church; the school take part in the annual carol service which normally fills the
church.  A further frequent event at Christchurch is a crib service which is well
attended by different denominations. Other annual events well supported at
Christchurch include; coffee mornings and the annual Harvest Supper. Strawberry
Teas are another popular event within the community. The church yard at
Christchurch is maintained on a monthly basis.

Currently our service pattern is a 9:30 am Sunday service.
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3. Vicarage an Overview

A detached property situated at the end of a small cul de sac. Approximately thirty
years old, the accommodation briefly comprises lounge with raised open plan dining
area, enclosed porch, inner hallway with open tread staircase, cloakroom with
shower, kitchen, utility and ground floor study, four bedrooms with bathroom
including shower.

The property has cavity wall insulation, maximum loft insulation, double glazed
UPVC windows, a modern oil fired central heating system ( boiler situated in the
double garage) with a multi fuel stove in the lounge.

The kitchen/utility and bathroom were refurbished approximately four years ago.
There is a small lawned garden front and rear with parking for three cars on the
driveway.
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4. Schools Around Bwlchgwyn

Today the village has its own County Primary School, with Secondary schooling in
Wrexham and surrounding villages.  Currently the Village’s Primary School has
approximately 100 pupils on roll, who are taught through the medium of English.
Welsh is taught as a compulsory part of the school curriculum as a second language.
The school use their own hall for the annual Christmas play and also take an active
part in the Christmas services at the Church.

5. Village Organisations

Bwlchgwyn is fortunate to have several village amenities, local groups and
organisations which are fondly supported by its residents. These include The Kings
Head Public House which serves the community, as does the Village Hall which
provides facilities for Village meetings etc. Bwlchgwyn Village hosts a variety of
community organisations such as: The Gardening Society, a Playgroup, a
supervised session two days per week. Indoor Bowls is also available, as are
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers groups. A Baby Clinic is also held, additional groups
include Karate and Tai Chi classes, a Women’s Institute and Bwlchgwyn Residents
Group.  A Mobile Library frequently visits the village on a Wednesday with a
Homelink Library service.

6. Statistics

In the last year Christchurch has had;

 1 Marriage
 5 Funerals
 1 Conformation
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7. Parishioners’ Thoughts

Similar to St Mary's Church Brymbo, the parishioners of Christchurch were given a
questionnaire which asked several questions including, what skills you think the new
incumbent for Bwlchgwyn should have and what do you feel are the most important
tasks the incumbent should have. Here are the collated responses.

What Skills Do You Think The New Incumbent For Bwlchgwyn
Should Have?

 Young People Skills
 Good Communication- To reach out to the community
 Kind, Patient, Intelligent
 Compassionate, initiative skills, neighbourliness

What Do You Feel To Be The Three Most Urgent or Important Tasks
The New Incumbent Needs To Tackle?

 Keeping the congregation united
 To encourage the youth of the village to attend church
 Increase the number of people attending church
 To build a good relationship with Brymbo church
 To put the church more in the centre of village life

Why Is The Future of Christchurch Important To You?
 Because it's the last place of worship in the village
 It is important to have a spiritual centre for the community
 It is a well loved, familiar comfortable and welcoming place
 It is a lovely place of safety can companionship as well as a peaceful place to

worship

8. Alyn Deanery

Alyn deanery was formed in 2012 from two smaller deaneries (Minera and Gresford).
It consists of 12 churches in 6 parishes or groups of parishes, situated in
communities that in many cases grew up around the former collieries, quarries and
steelworks that once were once the major employers. The parishes are served by 6
incumbent clergy. The deanery has also been privileged to be seen as good training
ground for assistant curates. There are a handful of active lay readers and a few
active retired clergy. Deanery clergy meet monthly for worship, planning and mutual
support.

Aside from bi-monthly conferences, the deanery comes together for special acts of
worship and has hosted some innovative events including a “Question Time”
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evening, modelled on a format piloted at the 2012 diocesan conference. The
deanery’s main year of pilgrimage event was a pilgrimage to St Asaph cathedral
incorporating a Eucharist in stages.  In 2013 the deanery also carried out a ministry
audit of its parishes and is now working through the findings from that.  The deanery
is committed to supporting study and lay training and is currently exploring the
mission area concept.

Clergy in the deanery have a range of churchmanships, interests and styles of
ministry, but share a common commitment to work together in ministry and mission.
The parishes of Brymbo and Bwlchgwyn are embedded in the Alyn deanery and the
neighbouring clergy and laity look forward to welcoming and supporting another
colleague to the team.

9. Contacts

The Revd James Harris (Area Dean)

The Vicarage, Church Road, Minera, Wrexham LL113DA

Tel; 01978 753133 Email: jamespharris03@aol.com

The Venerable Bob Griffiths (Archdeacon of Wrexham)

The Rectory, Llandegla, Wrexham LL11 3AW

Tel: 01978 790362 Email: archdeacon.wrexham@churchinwales.org.uk


