
From the congregation of  
In the August/September issue of the St Asaph Diocesan Magazine –Teulu Asaph - the 
Bishop of St Asaph, The Rt Rev Dr Gregory Cameron shares his thoughts on whether or 
not the United Kingdom is a Christian Country - see overleaf.  We thought it would be good 
if this article was distributed and shared within our community. The article is thought pro-
voking and very clear and we hope it encourages you to think about the question. There 
are some copies of Teulu Asaph in the Church if you would like to pick one up.



A Christian Country?
A view from Bishop Gregory
The new atheists would have us all give the answer 
“de� nitely not”.  For them, Christianity is mere ho-
cus pocus, and there is a determined effort to drive 

religion out of the public forum and from our schools. 
Hang on a minute though, the census (after all the best of 
all opinion polls since it includes 100% of the population) 
says that 59% are still describing themselves as Christian, 
which would be a clear majority, even if we could wish 
that more than 4% showed a greater desire to turn up 
to Church regularly. Furthermore, what the new atheists 
cannot deny is that our constitution, law, social attitudes, 
superstitions, national character, our heritage and history, 
our literature, culture, art, calendar and family life are still 
dominated by Christian ways of thinking.  With so much 
formed by immersion in the Christian faith and still woven 
deeply into the fabric of our society, we certainly can’t say 
that this is a secular country, although faith is far more 
scattered, diverse and less regimented now.
Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Wales, court-
ed the headlines a little while ago by saying we’re a 
“post-Christian” country.  I know what he was saying: 
that Christianity shaped us, and is still in� uential, but is 
no longer a dominant force.  The trouble with that phrase 
is that it suggests that Christianity has somehow shut up 
shop and gone away.  That is something I de� nitely won’t 
af� rm. Nor am I one of those who believe that Christian 
faith is beginning to be persecuted – derided occasionally, 
squeezed by modern morality more often, and less often 
given a privileged position – but we’re still free to express 
our ideas and to worship and to educate and to encour-
age people to believe.  The gentle, occasionally rough, 

mocking we come across in the media should make us 
re� ect rather than complain: too often Christian faith has 
been experienced by people as judgementalism and nar-
rowmindedness.  I wouldn’t actually want to be labelled 
as a Christian country, if that involved all the worst of 
historical Christian practice, which sought to enforce a 
narrow-minded conformity on the nation. However I am 
worried that the decline of Christian religion in Britain also 
means that the best of Christian values – simplicity, gener-
osity, � delity, forgiveness and faith, chastity and caring for 
the outsider - these values are slipping and being erod-
ed, and the quality of our national life does appear to be 
coarsening.  All this challenges Christians to be a lot better 
in our witness.  Jesus Christ isn’t done with this nation yet. 
There is actually great opportunity.  Stories from the Bible 
are becoming more exciting, appealing and challenging 
again, because people aren’t over familiar with them, 
and they make a fresh impact.  The name of Jesus is still 
widely known and respected, and this gives us the chance 
to make him better known.  People generally feel that 
religion and spirituality have something to offer even if 
they’re not sure what: we are still sought out at moments 
of personal or national commitment or crisis.   The chal-
lenge for Christians is to make an impression with the best 
of Christian faith:  to offer worship on a Sunday that is 
passionate and inspiring, to undertake mission in society 
which really does change things for the better and which 
engages with those whom the rest of society is tempted 
to write off, and to exhibit a love that makes the example 
of Jesus living and real. In the end, I don’t believe that the 
label “a Christian country” means much.  It is the quality 
of the Christians that counts!


