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Hello and welcome to the autumn edition of Teulu Asaph.
This issue reflects the fresh look for the Diocese – we’ve had a re-brand!  All publications from the Diocese will use the same branding 
now and Teulu Asaph is falling into step with other literature.  You can find out more on pages 8 and 9, where we also unveil the 
winner of the Teulu Asaph survey prize draw and give you feedback on the responses.  

In this edition, we’re looking at growth – the theme of this year’s Diocesan Conference on 7 October (and they’ll be a full report on 
that next time).  John Lomas writes on the launch of the new Resource Church for St Asaph and explains how this might offer a more 
spiritually nourishing form of church for many people.  On the front and back, we hear about the first youth pilgrimage and how 
planning is already underway for 2018!

For those of you who’ve sent in features and photos for Teulu Asaph – a huge thank you.  I love reading and seeing what’s going on 
around our churches and it reminds us all that church still plays a significant role in community life.  If you can’t see your story on 
pages 14 and 15, please have a look at the website, where you’ll find extra Your News.

I hope you enjoy the new look!

In this Issue 

Editor: Karen Maurice
karenmaurice@churchinwales.org.uk | 07918 133420
Diocesan Office, High Street, St Asaph, LL17 0RD
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Mission On All Fronts 

I have just signed a petition for the release of Bishop 
Carlos Morales, a Bishop in the Independent Church of the 
Philippines, a Church in communion with the Anglican 
Communion.  Bishop Morales was arrested by the Philippine 
authorities when in the company of a person believed to be 
liable to be “disappeared” by the Philippine government, and 
it appears, because he dared to ask for guarantees concerning 
his companion’s safety.

A little action, and what was the point?  I’m hardly likely to 
sway the Philippine’s President.  However, that’s surely what 
Christian discipleship is about – taking the steps we can to 
stand up for the Kingdom of God; to act as change makers on 
behalf of God’s love and grace in the world.

“Do whatever you can, wherever you can, however you can” 
was someone’s interpretation of the mission of the Church, 
and that is it.  I heard a criticism recently that the Church in 
Wales is neglecting the fundamentals of repentance and faith 
in order to indulge in political correctness.  I want to say, it is 
precisely because I know God’s reign and kingdom demands 
that all things be put right, that it must be mission on all fronts.

Of course, that mission begins with my personal repentance, 
and seeking God’s mercy and direction in life – made available 
to me through God’s action in Jesus Christ.  But it can’t stop 
there, it must affect everything that I do (if I can be a good 
enough disciple to allow that!).

Every Christian is called to transform the world in the light of 
God’s mercy, and Jesus reminded us very forcefully “Believe 
me, anyone who gives even a cup of water to one of the little 
ones, because he is my disciple, he will by no means lose his 
reward.”  What little act of mission might you undertake today?

Cenhadaeth ar bob agwedd

Rwyf newydd lofnodi deiseb yn galw am ryddhau Esgob Carlos 
Morales, Esgob yn Eglwys Annibynnol y Philipinau, sef Eglwys 
sydd mewn cymundeb â’r Cymundeb Anglicanaidd. Cafodd 
Esgob Morales ei arestio gan awdurdodau’r Philipinau pan 
oedd yng nghwmni un y credid ei fod yn debygol o “ddiflannu” 
dan law llywodraeth y Philipinau, ac, mae’n ymddangos, 
oherwydd ei fod wedi meiddio gofyn am warantau ynghylch 
diogelwch ei gydymaith.

Cam bach, a beth oedd y pwynt? Rwy’n eithaf annhebygol 
o newid meddwl Llywydd y Philipinau. Fodd bynnag, dyna 
beth yw bod yn ddisgybl Cristnogol - cymryd y camau y 
gallwn ni er mwyn sefyll dros Deyrnas Dduw; a gweithredu fel 
gwneuthurwyr newid ar ran cariad Duw a’i ras yn y byd.

“Gwnewch beth bynnag y gallwch chi, lle bynnag y gallwch 
chi, sut bynnag y gallwch chi” oedd dehongliad rhywun o 
genhadaeth yr Eglwys, a dyna ni. Clywais feirniadaeth yn 
ddiweddar fod yr Eglwys yng Nghymru yn esgeuluso hanfodion 
edifeirwch a ffydd er mwyn ymgyfarwyddo â chywirdeb 
gwleidyddol. Hoffwn ddweud, yn union oherwydd fy mod yn 
gwybod bod teyrnasiad a theyrnas Duw yn gofyn bod pob peth 
yn cael ei roi’n iawn, fod yn rhaid iddi fod yn genhadaeth ym 
mhob agwedd ar fywyd.

Wrth gwrs, mae’r genhadaeth honno’n dechrau gyda fy 
edifeirwch personol, a cheisio trugaredd a chyfeiriad Duw 
mewn bywyd - sydd ar gael i mi drwy weithrediad Duw yn 
Iesu Grist. Ond ni all stopio yno, mae’n rhaid iddo effeithio ar 
bopeth a wnaf (os gallaf fod yn ddisgybl digon da i ganiatáu i 
hynny ddigwydd!).

Mae pob Cristion yn cael ei alw i drawsnewid y byd yng 
ngoleuni trugaredd Duw, ac fe wnaeth Iesu ein hatgoffa ni’n 
rymus iawn, “A phwy bynnag a rydd gymaint â chwpanaid o 
ddŵr oer i un o’r rhai bychain hyn am ei fod yn ddisgybl, yn 
wir, rwy’n dweud wrthych, ni chyll ei wobr.” Pa weithred fechan 
o genhadu y gallech chi ei gwneud heddiw?

Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob
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Resource Church – New for St Asaph 

Exciting new ideas to refresh and enhance the experience of 
 church for many people are being proposed across the Diocese.  
 It’s part of the push for growth across our churches by making the 
delivery of  God’s message of grace love and hope in our world 
accessible to more people.  

The Archdeacon of St Asaph, John Lomas explains
why he’s passionate about Resource Church.

What is Resource 
Church?

Resource Church is, in its 
most basic form, a community of 
Christians whose emphasis is on 
coming together to grow beyond their 
present confines within the church; to 
aid, impact and resource the greater church and community  
in order that growth may occur in all its various forms.

Why is this necessary?

Over the decades we have become very good at 
creating a church structure that manages to function at a 
reasonable level for most people who we might now say, fit 
into a certain profile or demographic. It is a model of church 
that has become comfortable. At its best, it creates many of 
the attributes we associate with good Christian practice and 
witness, but at its worst, it is something less than ideal in 
practice or witness.

No matter how well we function within our Mission Areas 
there are many people within our communities for whom the 

thought of ‘church’ fills them with dread.  Not because 
they disagree with our beliefs; many of them 

embrace their faith with the same enthusiasm we 
do.  Instead, it’s the structure, the timing, the 

logistics, the layout and sometimes just the 
difficulty of trying to get a whole family to 

church on a Sunday morning that causes 
them to give up in the starting blocks. 

Many who do make the effort to 
come to church arrive spiritually 

hungry and leave still hungry. 
Resource Church aims to address 

this.
John Lomas
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How will 
Resource Church 

be different?

Imagine a place that sets the 
spiritual needs of a particular 

demographic as its priority.  Imagine 
that demographic is aimed towards those 

very people who, for many of us as the  inherited church, are 
very dear to our hearts, our own children or grandchildren, 
nephews and nieces.  Imagine a place where their needs are 
at the very centre of our prayers and our service. Where mum 
or dad isn’t sat in a child’s seat in a children’s corner trying 
to keep the kids both quiet and entertained while the other 
partner is sat in the pews guiltily taking part in the Eucharist. 

Imagine a very different place.

While each of the areas may have a different spiritual emphasis 
or style, the theme of the day within our church calendar is 
the one unifying factor for all the zones.  More than that, it’s 
important to recognise that while as Paul tells us we all act out 
our different roles in life we are never the less, all parts of the 
one body, the church.  So, after a time, perhaps no longer than 
30 - 40 minutes, where we have been fed according to our need, 
we come together in the centre to be a whole family, spending 
time in song and worship as the family of God.

How can you get involved?

The First Resource Service will take place on Sunday 15 October 
at 3pm in St Asaph Cathedral. Everyone is very welcome, so 
why not come and see if this might work for you.
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New Archbishop of Wales 

The Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, John Davies has been chosen as the 13th Archbishop of Wales.  Archbishop 
John succeeds Dr Barry Morgan who retired in January after 14 years as the leader of the Church in Wales. 

His election is also historic as this is the first time a Bishop of the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon has been 
elected as Archbishop of Wales.  

Archbishop John was elected having secured a two-thirds majority vote from members of the Electoral 
College on the second day of its meeting at Holy Trinity Church, Llandrindod Wells. The election was 

immediately confirmed by the five other diocesan bishops and announced at the door of the church by the 
Provincial Secretary of the Church in Wales, Simon Lloyd.  

Archbishop John was born at Newport (Mon) and was elected as the ninth Bishop of Swansea and Brecon in 2008.  
Having been the ‘lead Bishop’ for Church and Society issues, Archbishop John is profoundly interested in matters of social justice 
and has spoken out on a range of issues, including homelessness and housing, rural problems, organ donation, assisted dying 
and poverty. As a criminal solicitor prior to ordination, he has retained a keen interest in issues of crime and punishment, with a 
particular concern about the treatment and rehabilitation of offenders, the nature of criminality and the effects of poor social and 
educational standards. He currently chairs the Ethical Investment Group of the Church in Wales, its International Group and the 
Wales National Committee of Christian Aid, and is a national trustee of Christian Aid.

As a former church chorister, organist and choirmaster, Archbishop John has a passionate interest in church music being ‘done 
well’.  He enjoys a wide variety of music, watching sport - especially cricket and rugby - playing golf very occasionally, cooking and 
walking. He is married to Jo, an emergency nurse practitioner, and they have two children.

News / Newyddion

Three people will be admitted 
to the Order of St Asaph during 
a special evensong service at St 
Asaph Cathedral on 9 October.  
The Order is a way of honouring 
and celebrating outstanding 
service to the Diocese by leading 
lay members of the diocesan 
family. This year the Order is 
awarded to:

Carol Jones who was a long-standing member of the diocesan Board of Finance, Board 
of Nomination and Parsonage Board and a lay rep on the Church in Wales Governing 
Body 

John Solbé to celebrate his contribution to the Diocese as Head Steward at St Asaph 
Cathedral planning, coordinating and ensuring the smooth running of the large 
diocesan services  

Meg Mullock, who sadly passed away over the summer, for her contributions to 
Standing Committee and her work as a key player in organising the diocesan Year of 
Pilgrimage.  Her award will be collected by her husband, Roger.  

•

•

•

Order of St Asaph

New CEO for USPG

The Revd Duncan Dormor, Dean of St John’s College, Cambridge, will be the next CEO (General 
Secretary) of the Anglican mission agency, USPG (United Society Partners in the Gospel).   He succeeds 
Janette O’Neill, who retires after six years in post, taking the helm of a mission agency that has played a 
transforming role in global Anglicanism for well over 300 years.   Duncan Dormor said: ”I am delighted to be 
offered this opportunity to lead USPG as it works with partner churches across the Anglican Communion 
in seeking to transform the lives of individuals and communities through the power of the gospel.” 
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Modern Slavery: Closer than you think

The Diocese of St Asaph is working with Haven of Light a Colwyn Bay Community Interest Company to organise a Modern 
Slavery Awareness Event at St Asaph Cathedral on Saturday 28 October.  The Diocesan Engagement Officer, Sarah Wheat 
explains why the church is involved and introduces some of the event’s speakers.

There are more slaves in the world than ever before.  You might think they only 
exist in other countries; in places far away from North Wales.  But the reality is 
that the UK Home Office estimates that 13,000 people are being exploited and 
the route across North Wales from the Port of Holyhead is an important access 
point.  Over the summer, the National Crime Agency said that modern slavery and 
human trafficking in the UK is “far more prevalent than previously thought,” and 
that estimation of 13,000 people is “just the tip of the iceberg.” The key sectors for 
slavery now include food processing, fishing, agriculture, construction, domestic 
and care workers and car washes.

Church congregations can provide useful information on activities taking place 
in their local community, especially if something isn’t right.  The idea of the event 
at St Asaph Cathedral is to find out what modern slavery and human trafficking is 
and how you can spot the signs, talk to those involved in helping people affected 
by modern slavery and support the work they do.  

It’s aimed at anyone with an interest in stopping slavery but especially people who 
work in the third sector (voluntary and charity organisations) people who have 
regular face to face contact with the public and those working in shops, especially 
charity shops.  

Speakers will include North Wales Police, the Salvation Army, 
which works to house survivors, a former slave who now 

works to free others affected by trafficking and the Coop, 
which runs a project, Bright Future, for those who’ve 

fled slavery.  

Register for the event at St Asaph Cathedral, Saturday 28 October, 12noon – 5pm.  
Register for free at:  www.havenoflight.uk

One of the speakers at St Asaph Cathedral will be Paul Gerrard 
from the Co-operative Group’s Bright Future 
Programme.  He told Teulu Asaph more about 
the project and why it’s been launched:

The Cooperative Movement has a long 
history of campaigning against slavery, 
stretching back to its foundation in the 1860s.  
As part of that, we wanted to ensure there was no 
modern slavery in our supply chain and guarantee 
that no-one gets left behind. Often survivors can 
find themselves in a cycle of slavery and paid work is the best 
way to break that cycle.  That’s why we launched the Bright 

Future Programme, to provide paid work for victims of slavery.  

The Bright Future Programme started in March and 
provides four weeks of paid work experience.  After 

that, if the individual can do the job, they are given 
the job. So far 16 people have been enrolled on the 

programme, with the expectation that 30 will be in 
place in the first year.  

We’re encouraging our supply chain partners to 
run similar schemes and will be sharing our learning 

with other businesses too. You can find out more at  
www.co-operative.coop/ethics/bright-future

The Coop’s Bright Future Programme
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The Diocese has refreshed the Unlocking our Potential brand 
and logo and this will be formally launched at this month’s 
Diocesan Conference.  From then onwards, all diocesan 
communications – books, magazines, stationery, website and 

social media - will feature this brand.  

Annual Report
The first book to feature the new brand is the Annual Report.  
This was sent out to members of the Diocesan Conference in 
August as part of their conference pack.  There are still copies 
available.  Please contact the Diocesan Office in St Asaph 
(01745 582245) if you would like one.  The diocesan directory, 
training prospectus and other literature will also feature this 
brand, presenting a uniformed, coherent suite of documents.

The brand

The concept, based on a stained-glass window, was created by 
Daydream Designs in Holywell. The icons fit together to create 
the entire spectrum of activities, worship and prayer in our 
churches and communities but can also be used individually 
to reflect a particular person, group or church season or 
activity.  It’s colourful, warm, interesting and inviting and we 
hope the new look will make an impact. 

Teulu Asaph survey results
The launch of the new brand coincides with the results of the 
Teulu Asaph survey.  Almost 200 of you (182 to be precise) 
responded in full to the Teulu Asaph survey, with more than 
half (95 people) taking the time to complete the electronic 
version on line. Thank you to everyone who participated. 

 

Positive feedback
Overall the feedback was very positive, with people 
appreciating the magazine, the type of articles it features and 
the style and layout.  

The most popular articles in the June/July edition was the 
centrespread, Not Just Names and Gladstone’s Values in a 
Changing World.  People also liked the colourful front cover, 
which showed the International Eisteddfod in Llangollen.  
Among the comments were:

“lovely bright colours on the cover make you want to pick up 
and read.”

“Not just names – good use of atmospheric photography and 
clear information presented, along with a personal story.”

“…the Gladstone article is a good example, local relevance, 
thought provoking about current issues.

A new look for the Diocese 

Teulu Asaph has had a makeover!  Regular readers will have noticed the changes already.  Some of these are as a result 
of the feedback from the recent survey and others bring the magazine into line with the new diocesan branding.   The 
editor of Teulu Asaph, Karen Maurice, unpacks the new look.

•

•

•
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What’s in a name?
One of the biggest comments made on the survey was the 
name Teulu Asaph, with some commenting that they didn’t 
know what it meant or how to pronounce it.   With more than 
half of respondents (68%) saying they liked the title, we felt it 
was important that it remains, but with the addition of a sub-
heading.  We hope the new wording retains, from the Welsh, 
the sense of family while providing a brief explanation of the 
magazine’s purpose.   

Some of the comments said: 

“For non-Welsh speakers, it doesn’t resonate unfortunately but 
like the translated sentiment.”

“I like it but people in our Church have trouble pronouncing it, 
even those who have lived in Wales all their lives.” 

“It’s a good description but it needs an English equivalent.”

More please! 
Features about people and churches across the diocese was 
the most requested kind of article, closely followed by issues 
facing the Church in Wales and articles giving a Church/
Christian/Faith view on current social or political topics.  This 
was echoed in the comments people took the time to add. For 
example:

“Articles about what has been done well in other churches that 
we can gain inspiration from!”

“All community issues where the church is involved so that we 
are inspired to do more in our own neighbourhood.”

“Unusual activities being done in other churches – ie evening 
in the crypt in Abergele”

Making Teulu Asaph a mission tool
People also used the survey to comment on the distribution of 
the magazine.  We’re looking into this to ensure churches have 
the right number and copies aren’t left unread at the back.  
An email or letter has been sent to everyone who receives a 
delivery of Teulu Asaph to review the number they have and 
let us know of any changes.  We’d also like to encourage you 
to find new places locally to distribute the magazine – would 
the doctor’s surgery accept a few?   Would the local library like 
some?  Is there anywhere else you could take copies? 

The findings of the survey have given the Teulu Asaph team 
plenty of food for thought and we’ll be using them over the 
coming weeks and months to further shape the magazine.  

•

•

•

•

•

•

Competition Winner
The winner of the £30 worth of tokens was Heather 
Chidley, from Hawarden.  She opted for book tokens to 
buy a new cookbook The Healing Kitchen which she’s 
had her eye on for a while. 

Heather is an active member of Northop Church, 
singing in the choir, fund raising and cleaning the 
church brasses on a regular basis.  She’s currently 
on the Exploring Faith course and will join the next 
available pastoral assistants course.  

For Heather, having a magazine like Teulu Asaph 
“makes you feel an immediate sense of being part of a 
diocesan family. You don’t have to travel to be part of 
that.  You can read the magazine, know what’s going on 
and it’s very enjoyable.”

Downloadable copies of the new logo are available on our website – which in time, will be re-launched -  
at www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk. Details of how to use the brand are also on the website.
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Church in the Welsh 
Countryside

Cast your mind back to 1992. Mrs Thatcher had ceased being 
Prime Minister a couple of years previously, the Berlin Wall 
had come down in 1989, Communist regimes had collapsed, 
and the Soviet Union had ceased to exist in 1991. George Bush 
was American President.  In many places, there was optimism 
in the air.  

Church in the Welsh Countryside followed hard on the heels of 
the Church of England Report Faith in the Countryside (1990) 
This itself followed on from the brave, famous or infamous, 
(depending on your politics) 1985 Report, Faith in the City. 

The foreword by the then Archbishop Alwyn Rice set the tone 
for the Report.  It sought to respond to what was perceived 
to be accelerating change in rural areas, especially in the 
relationship churches had with their local communities which 
themselves were changing rapidly.   He wrote “gradually in the 
sixties of this century (20th) village life as we knew it began to 
disintegrate” with “new people moving in” so “native culture, 
values and religion (had) began to change dramatically.” 

The Report concluded with 54 recommendations.  Interestingly, 
24 of them addressed social and economic issues while the 
remaining 30 attempted to seriously raise the profile of the rural 
church at every level of the Church in Wales. Recommendation 
41 has a contemporary ring calling for a Commission to review 
Deanery and Parish boundaries - anticipating the Harries 
Report and Mission Areas - while assessment of building stock 
across the Church is happening now. However, we still await a 
Church Rural Centre of Wales! 

This Report was a brave and informed attempt to assess where 
the Board of Mission thought we were in 1992.  Broadly most of 
the issues raised are still with us but it’s alarming to reflect on 
just how much our lives have changed since 1992 - then there 
was little internet, no smart phones, few home PCs, no social 
media, no internet shopping - even our Orders of Ministry had 
male only Bishops and Priests.  

This Report reminds us that we still need to stress the 
prominent place the rural church has in Wales - a Report 
now would probably underline how changed rural society is 
today - with mobile phones (if you can get a signal) and the 
internet - and the challenging and vital need still to connect 
with younger generations - 
really all those who are under 
60 years old! Evangelism 
would now take account 
of Fresh Expressions 
initiatives and use of 
new media to reach 
people. Hints of 
better cooperation in 
the Report with other 
denominations in rural 
Wales still remain to be 
acted upon.

This is an edited version of Noman’s article. You can read it in 
full at www.stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/news/teuluasaph/

In the last edition of Teulu Asaph we focused on rural 
ministry and that prompted Revd Prebendary Norman 

Morris, Team Vicar in the Cedewain Mission Area, to dig 
out his copy of the Church in Wales Board of Mission Report, 

Church in the Welsh Countryside.  Published in 1992, it’s 25 years 
old now and Norman reflects onwhether anything has changed?   
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Vyrnwy Mission Area (VMA) launched its mobile sacred space/pop-up church project 
over the summer.  The idea came from a rural ministry conference and the project has 

been funded by the Diocesan Transformation Fund.  The Mission Area Leader, Hermione 
Morris explains the hopes and ambitions for the project. 

Our mobile sacred space/pop-up church was launched at the Mission Area (MA) Eucharist service celebrating Rural Mission 
Sunday on 30 July.  It included a prayer of blessing that through this space people might encounter God and hear the good news 
of Jesus Christ.  

The project aims to

Since its launch, the space, affectionately known as ‘the tent’ by those involved, visited 
Llanfyllin Show, Llwydiarth Summer Fair/Strawberry Tea, Llanfechain Show, and Llanwddyn 
Folk Music Festival.  
People visiting these shows and events were given the opportunity to write a prayer and hang it on the Prayer Tree, children 
(primarily) received a copy of the Bible Society’s book The Super Cool Story of Jesus,  and everyone was invited to find out a little 
more about the VMA and how we seek to be present in the communities we serve.

We can gratefully say that our hopes have been fulfilled – Thank You God! 
On each occasion people engaged with the space, writing prayers for the tree on all sorts of subjects.  Those members of the 
Shared Ministry Team who helped to staff the project had some significant conversations with people.   We could help people 
shelter from the rain whilst enjoying other attractions, such as the Punch and Judy Show and Main Ring displays at Llanfyllin 
Show, alongside simply enjoying being present at, talking with people, and praying for these events in our communities. 

We look forward to taking the ‘tent’ to more shows next summer.  

Assist the MA in reaching out and connecting with those who attend events in a creative, open, non-
threatening and welcoming manner, and hopefully encourage faith

Provide a quiet space for contemplation, welcome and support

Distribute a credit card sized bi-lingual leaflet informing people who the VMA are with contact details and 
a prayer

Be a presence and sow the seeds of faith

Share the gospel, give pastoral care, and opportunities for prayer

•

•

•

•

•

The Tent and the Tree
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Where are you 
in your vocation journey?  
I’m a final year ordinand at St Padarn’s and a postulant of 
the Oratory of the Good Shepherd, a traditional dispersed 
Religious Community (a community which lives with a 
common rule of life, and meet regularly, but don’t live together 
in one house).

Who would you most like to meet?
The author Marilynne Robinson. I think her books, especially 
Gilead, show such a profound spiritual insight and I’d love 
to talk more about how she arrived there. She’s probably the 
finest living Christian author and it would be such a privilege 
to hear her talk about her books.

If you could pick only one film, book or 
piece of music, what would it be and 

why? 
I think it would probably have to be St Augustine’s 

Confessions. As a young Christian, Augustine’s 
autobiography had a profound impact on me and 

has marked my spiritual journey. In telling his own 
story, Augustine provides a beautiful insight into 

human desire and how it is only in God that a restless 
heart can be satisfied. 

What does a ‘calling’ mean to you?
My ‘calling’ has always felt like a thin golden-thread - I never 
felt summoned or commanded - but gently drawn; first to my 
local church, then towards public ministry as a priest and now 
towards the celibate life of a brother of the Oratory. In prayer, 
in silence, in snatched conversation, I felt God drawing me 
closer to him and, from that space, I could see clearly what he 
was calling me to be in the life of the Church. I’m clear that I’m 
called first to be a disciple of Jesus, and then being called from 
amongst Jesus’ disciples to a particular role - as a priest and as 
a consecrated person.

What’s the best piece of advice you’d give 
to someone who is looking at a calling to 
ministry? 
I think the best advice I could give is to find spiritual friends - 
especially those who’ve walked the path before you. A spiritual 
director is essential, but also friends that you can pray with and 
who you can discuss your sense of calling with. I’ve benefitted 
so much from friends who have encouraged me, prayed for me, 
rejoiced with me and have been unafraid to challenge me and 
hold me accountable. 

Young Vocations – who am I and what makes me tick?

For further information visit 
http://stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/life/steering-
groups/developing/discernment-process-for-ministry/ 
or contact the Diocesan Director of Ministry, Canon Dr 
Manon Ceridwen James:  
manoncjames@churchinwales.org.uk

Teulu Asaph is starting a new series talking to young people across the Diocese who are 
exploring their vocation to be a priest.  The young vocations advisor, Alex Mayer, Vicar of 
Kerry in Cedewain Mission Area, interviewed Dominic Cawdell.

Meet Dominic 
Cawdell, aged 21 
from St Mary’s 
Church in Mold.
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Celebrating 450 years of the 
Welsh New Testament 

Dathlu 450 o flynyddoedd o’r 
Testament Newydd yn Gymraeg

There are 6,901 languages in the world and 6,253 of them don’t 
have a Bible. That’s 90% of the world’s languages and hundreds 
of millions of people who still don’t have a Bible in their own 
language. As Christine Daniel, Head of Bible Society Wales 
explains, here in Wales, we are extremely fortunate.

Four hundred and fifty years ago, on 7 October 1567, William 
Salesbury published the Welsh New Testament. Until then 
parts of it had only been available in prayer books and other 
small publications.   

Twenty-one years later, Bishop William Morgan completed 
work on the full Welsh Bible. Since 

then there have been two full new 
translations of the Bible into 

Welsh and several revisions 
along the way. Bible Society 

is the publisher of both the 
New Welsh Bible and beibl.

net, the latest translation, 
which has been available in 

print since late 2015. 

To celebrate the 450th 
anniversary this year, 

Bible Society is holding a special exhibition 
at Mary Jones World in Bala throughout 
the month of October. The exhibition will 
celebrate this important anniversary and 
remind us of the ongoing challenge to make 
the Bible available to people in their own 
language. Through videos, articles, activities 
and exhibits - including a copy of the original 
1567 William Salesbury New Testament - we will 
show how important the Welsh Bible has been for 
Wales. You will ‘meet’ people from around the world 
who have benefitted from receiving the Bible in their 
mother tongue. And there will be an opportunity to try some 
translation for yourself.

Mary Jones World is an award-winning visitor and education 
centre on the shores of Llyn Tegid, Bala, that tells the story of 
Mary Jones and Thomas Charles, and the impact of the world’s 
bestselling book – on Wales and the world. 

Mary Jones World is open to the public every day from 
10am – 5pm (last entry 4pm) until 29 October. The 
William Salesbury Anniversary Exhibition will run from 
30 September – 29 October. For more information,  
visit bydmaryjonesworld.org.uk 

Mae ‘na 6,901 o ieithoedd yn y byd ac mae 6,253 ohonynt heb 
Feibl. Mae hynny’n golygu nad oes gan 90% o ieithoedd y byd 
a channoedd o filiynau o bobl Feibl yn eu hiaith eu hunain. Fel 
mae Christine Daniel, Pennaeth Cymdeithas y Beibl Cymru yn 
egluro, yma yng Nghymru, rydym yn hynod lwcus. 

Pedwar cant a hanner o flynyddoedd yn ôl, ar Hydref y 7fed, 
1567, cyhoeddodd William Salesbury y Testament Newydd yn 
Gymraeg. Tan hynny, dim ond rhannau ohono oedd ar gael 
mewn llyfrau gweddi a chyhoeddiadau bychain eraill.

Un mlynedd ar hugain yn ddiweddarach, cwblhaodd yr Esgob 
William Morgan ei waith ar gyfieithu’r Beibl yn gyflawn. Ers 
hynny, mae dau gyfieithiad pellach o’r Beibl i’r Gymraeg 
ac amryw o addasiadau ar hyd y daith. Cymdeithas y Beibl 
yw cyhoeddwr y Beibl Cymraeg Newydd a beibl.net, sef y 
cyfieithiad diweddaraf sydd wedi bod ar gael ar ffurf print ers 
diwedd 2015.

I ddathlu’r pedwar canmlwyddiant a hanner, trwy gydol mis 
Hydref eleni, mae Cymdeithas y Beibl yn cynnal arddangosfa 

arbennig ym Myd Mary Jones yn y Bala.

Bydd yr arddangosfa’n dathlu’r pen-
blwydd arbennig hwn ac yn ein 

hatgoffa am y sialens barhaol 
i sicrhau fod y Beibl ar gael i 

bobl yn eu mamiaith. Gyda 
chymorth fideo, erthyglau, 

gweithgareddau ac 
arddangosfeydd - gan 

gynnwys fersiwn gwreiddiol 
o Destament Newydd William 

Salesbury o 1567 - byddwn yn 
dangos pa mor bwysig y bu’r Beibl 

i Gymru. Byddwch yn cyfarfod â 
phobl o bedwar ban byd sydd wedi 

elwa o dderbyn y Beibl yn eu mamiaith. 
A bydd cyfle i chi roi tro ar gyfieithu pytiau!

Mae Byd Mary Jones yn ganolfan ymwelwyr a chanolfan 
addysgiadol gwobrwyedig* ar lan Llyn Tegid, y Bala. Mae’n 
adrodd hanes Mary Jones a Thomas Charles, ac effaith llyfr 
mwyaf poblogaidd y byd - ar Gymru a thu hwnt.

Mae Byd Mary Jones ar agor i’r cyhoedd yn ddyddiol 
rhwng 10yb - 5yh (mynediad olaf am 4yh) hyd at Hydref 29. 
Bydd Arddangosfa William Salesbury yn digwydd rhwng 
Medi 30 - Hydref 29. Am fanylion pellach, ewch draw i 
bydmaryjonesworld.org.uk
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1,500 years since St Cadfan arrived in Montgomeryshire

Churches in Llangadfan, Llanerfyl and Garthbeibio (Upper Banw) joined together on 20 August 
to celebrate the arrival of St Cadfan in our area, writes Revd Glyn Jones. St Cadfan had left 
Wales to go to Brittany but returned with 17 or so companions, landing at Tywyn where he set up a 
church before moving via Corris to Llangadfan.  Here he set up a church and a ‘clas’ (a type of school/
monastery). With St Cadfan was St Tydecho and St Padarn - St Erfyl was St Padarn’s daughter. It was a 
great joy to celebrate this very significant anniversary together.

After a short service led by Revd Ivor Hawkins, we processed down to St Cadfan’s well led by Menna carrying the cross. We had 
prayers at the well and a Blessing from the Mission Area Leader, the Revd Jane James, before returning to St Cadfan’s church for 
wonderful refreshments.

News / Newyddion

Fifty people including the Mayor of Conwy, Cllr Bill Chapman, the Mayor and Mayoress of Llandudno, 
Cllr Francis Davies and Mrs Sonia Davies, representatives of T S Aberconwy Sea Cadets and an Air 

cadet from 418 Squadron gathered in All Saints, Deganwy on 1 August, to commemorate the 
centenary of the start of the Battle of Passchendaele. 21 men named on the war memorial died 

during the Battle of Passchendaele, writes Pat Chapman, warden at All Saints.  

Readings from diary entries by Private Harry Patch, and Lieutenant Hartwig Pohlmann 
of the 36th Prussian Division told of the horrors of the battle. A poem, 
Ryfel / War by Hedd Wyn, Private Ellis Evans, who died at Pilckem Ridge on the first 

day of Passchendaele was read in Welsh and English. Poems by Siegfried Sassoon were 
also read and the commemoration ended with Revd Peter Walker reading his own poem, 

Battalion Colours. 

The Battle of Passchendaele lasted from 31 July to 10 November 1917. The war dead totalled 
615,000 lives, 325,000 on the Allied side and 260,000 on the German side. Many did not die from 

their wounds but drowned in the mud.

A new fund-raising initiative to support St Asaph Cathedral and St Kentigern’s Hospice was launched at a concert, ‘Opera Through 
the Ages’ at the end of July, reports the Revd Peter Allsworth.  The Guardians of St Asaph & St Kentigern is a charitable foundation 
to preserve, maintain and develop the music, heritage and welcome to visitors at the Cathedral.  The concert was sponsored by Mr 
Aldham and Mrs Avril Robarts, both generous and enthusiastic supporters and members of the Guardians 
and was attended by MPs, AMs, local councillors and civic leaders.  The concert traced the development of 
opera from about 1659 to 1948 with performances by Olivia Hunt, soprano, nationally acclaimed soprano 
opera singer, Helena Leonard, organist Graham Eccles and the St Asaph Cathedral Voluntary Choir.  For 
further information, contact the Clerk to the Guardians Peter Allsworth (01745 590683).

Passchendaele Remembered

The Guardians of St Asaph & St Kentigern

Mayor of Llandudno, Cllr Francis Davies, Mayoress of Llandudno, Mrs Sonia Davies and Mayor of Conwy, Cllr Bill Chapman
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1,500 o flynyddoedd ers i Cadfan Sant gyrraedd Sir Drefaldwyn

Y mae tair eglwys Dyffryn Banw wedi dathlu mil a hanner er eu sefydlu, a dyfodiad Sant Cadfan i’r fro.  
Gadawodd Sant Cadfan Cymru am Lydaw ond, fe ddychwelodd gydag 17 cydymaith a glanio yn Nhywyn a 

sefydlu eglwys yno cyn symud i Gorris a Llangadfan lle sefydlodd ‘glas’ (Ysgol fynachlog).  Roedd Sant 
Tydecho a Sant Padarn gyda Sant Cadfan. Roedd y Santes Erfyl yn ferch i Padarn.  Roedd yn achlysur 

hapus iawn i gyd-ddathlu’r pen-blwydd arbennig hwn.   

Yn dilyn gwasanaeth byr dan ofal y Parch. Ivor Hawkins a phregeth gan y Parch. Glyn Jones, 
teithiodd y gynulleidfa i ffynnon Cadfan ger Dolfeinir.  Cafodd y gynulleidfa eu bendithio â gweddi 

gan arweinydd y genhadaeth, y Parch Jane James, cyn mynd yn ôl i’r eglwys am luniaeth.

150th Anniversary 
Celebrations 

Mochdre Church was a 
hive of activity in July 
to celebrate its 150th 
anniversary, writes worship 
leaders, Enid Morgan and 
Kath Wigley.  The events 
attracted numerous visitors, 
many of whom had been either baptised or married here over 
the years.  The floral arrangements depicted hymns such as The 
Lord’s My Shepherd and All Things Bright and Beautiful and 
were presented by community groups such as Pentre Chapel, 
Mochdre & Penstrowed YFC, Mochdre WI, Mochdre Community 
Council, the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution together 
with friends.  A very fitting ending to a successful weekend was 
a Sankey Service on Sunday when over 170 people attended. 

Warm welcome to Roman Catholic 
visitors

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Arundel and Brighton’s 
Ecumenical Walking Pilgrimages group have been making 
their way from Bangor to St Winifred’s shrine in Holywell this 
August, writes the Revd Sally Rogers.  They visited a number 
of churches and holy wells, including St Digain’s, LLangernyw, 
and St Sannan’s, Llansannan, in the Aled Mission Area (both of 
which are on the North Wales Pilgrims’ Way).  

The photo (left) shows the 
group under the ancient yew 

tree at St Digain’s.  500 years on 
from the start of the Reformation, 

there was particular significance to 
the symbol and the shared worship.  

Gwenfrewi, Digain, Sannan – a Welsh woman, a Cornish and 
an Irish man, on the feast of St Bartholomew, a Palestinian, 
all predating the Catholic/Protestant split, and a yew tree 
predating Christ!

Cefn Village Fete

The congregations of All Saint’s, Sinan and St Mary’s, Cefn 
near St Asaph attracted record numbers of visitors for the 30th 
annual Cefn fete, writes Mervyn Sanders.  For the first time, the 
fete included a community marque, containing displays from 
local organisations, groups and churches.  Plus, two attractions, 
not normally available to the public, were arranged by the kind 
permission of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn: an opportunity to 
visit Cefn caves, normally closed to the public 
because of safety considerations and a 
chance to view the gardens of Plas yn Cefn.  
Among the other attractions were a car 
show, a vintage tractor display, tractor 
and trailer rides and a hog roast.    

For more Your News visit 
stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/news/
teuluasaph/teulu-asaph-extra-bits/
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What a fantastic pilgrimage trip!  The views were 

outstanding, the weather was good, most of the 

time which allowed us to walk in the sun along 

amazing coastline.  The food which included 

breakfast, lunch and dinner was very tasty.  I 

tried things I have never tried before and loved 

them!  We had fish and chips one night which 

were one of the tastiest I’ve ever had!

All the leaders were great; they all motivated 

us and showed us new things like plants and 

ways of embracing nature, such as walking 

in silence and listening to everything around 

us.  I felt closer to God at random times during 

the Pilgrimage whether it was on top of a hill, 

or in a church or whilst playing with the other 

pilgrims.

We couldn’t get to Bardsey Island due to 

weather conditions but instead spent the day in 

Aberdaron, looking at the island from the top of 

a mountain.

At the end of the Pilgrimage I felt relief, 

accomplishment and definitely a bigger 

understanding of God and how easy it is to pray 

and connect with him anywhere.

I am very glad I took part in it and would do it 

again in a blink of an eye.

This summer saw the first ever St Asaph Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage.  As the Under 25s officer, Tim Feak explains, 
the team took a group of 12 young people walking from Llanberis to Bardesy Island.  

We walked about 13 miles a day through the wonderful North Wales Countryside.  The young people had a 
wonderful time and their feedback has been very positive.  We wanted to create an adventurous experience of fun, 
friendship and faith for those involved.  We wanted to give young people space and time to reflect on their faith and 
life whilst making new friends and challenging themselves.  This was certainly the case and we are now planning 
the St Asaph Youth Pilgrimage 2018! 

One of the young pilgrims, Nia Roberts from St Asaph Church shares her experience of the adventure.

In the footsteps of Celtic Saints


