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In this Issue
From the editor
Hello and welcome to our Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and
beyond, issue of Teulu Asaph. In this time of preparation
in Advent, I hope you are looking forward to a Christmas
season of joy.

It’s been a squash and a squeeze fitting everything into this
edition! I’m delighted to be receiving an increasing number
of contributions from you all; thank you for sending me
your news, stories, ideas and photos. It does mean I haven’t
managed to include everything this time. If you’ve sent me
some news and it isn’t included, please have a look on the
Teulu Asaph Extras section of the website.

In this Teulu Asaph we’re considering generosity. Not just
the idea of giving, but the wider concept of how we can
be generous in our actions, our attitudes, our thoughts,
our ideas, our beliefs and judgements. Housing Justice
Cymru encourages us to open the doors of our churches to
those without a roof over their head, and the article about
foodbanks prompts us to give extra support as Universal
Credit gets rolled out across our diocese.

Wishing you all a blessed and peaceful Christmas.

Karen

Editor: Karen Maurice
karenmaurice@churchinwales.org.uk
07918 133420

There’s plenty to challenge us in this edition but an equal
amount to encourage us too. Have a look at page 9 and find
out how you can help encourage others - #little things.

Diocesan Office, High Street,
St Asaph, LL17 0RD
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Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob

Generosity of Spirit

Ysbryd hael

I heard a provocative statement the other day: ‘Politeness
is not a Gospel value’. It was being used to justify stridency
in defence of ‘biblical truth’, but I found that I couldn’t
agree. Okay, there’s no biblical passage that explicitly says
‘Be polite to one another’, but there is much stronger, about
loving one another, bearing with one another, thinking
more highly of others than you do of yourself.

Clywais ddatganiad pryfoclyd y diwrnod o’r blaen: ‘Nid yw
boneddigeiddrwydd yn un o werthoedd yr Efengyl’. Fe’i
defnyddiwyd i gyfiawnhau taeru’n groch wrth amddiffyn
‘gwirionedd Beiblaidd’, ond canfûm na allwn gytuno â’r
gosodiad. Iawn, nid oes darn yn y Beibl sy’n dweud yn
benodol ‘Byddwch yn gwrtais â’ch gilydd’, ond mae un
llawer cryfach, am garu ein gilydd, dygymod â’n gilydd,
meddwl mwy am bobl eraill nag a wnewch amdanoch chi
eich hun.

There is a beautiful phrase in Dylan Thomas’ most famous
work, Under Milk Wood, where he gives his character, the
Rev Eli Jenkins, a prayer to pray:

Mae ymadrodd hyfryd yng ngwaith enwocaf Dylan Thomas,
Under Milk Wood, lle mae’n rhoi gweddi i gymeriad, y Parch
Eli Jenkins, ei gweddïo:

We are not wholly bad or good
Who live our lives under Milk Wood,
And Thou, I know, wilt be the first
To see our best side, not our worst.
This speaks so powerfully of God’s gracious attitude to
us – ‘in that while we were yet sinners, Christ dies for us’
(Romans 5.8) – that I think it sets an example to us, since so
freely and so generously have we received from the hand of
God, we ought to use this measure in the way we relate to
others.
From this perspective, politeness is a waiting upon the other,
focusing on the best and not the worst, attending to another
as if we were in the presence of Christ himself. I suppose
what I am urging upon us is a generosity of spirit that gives
space to the other, that places the needs of the other, and
their perspectives, above our own. ‘For the servant of the
Lord ought not to quarrel, but be gentle to all, instructive
and forbearing.’ (2 Tim 2.24).
This edition of Teulu Asaph speaks much about generosity,
but that generosity begins in the way we approach one
another in life – to perceive the presence of Jesus in the
least of those we encounter, and to respond in love.

Mae hyn yn llefaru mor bwerus am agwedd rasol Duw tuag
atom – ‘Ond prawf Duw o’r cariad sydd ganddo tuag atom
ni yw bod Crist wedi marw drosom pan oeddem yn dal yn
bechaduriaid’ (Rhufeiniaid 5.8) – fel y credaf ei fod yn
gosod esiampl i ni, gan ein bod ni wedi derbyn o law Duw
mor rhydd ac mor hael, fe ddylem ddefnyddio’r mesur hwn
yn y modd rydym yn ymwneud ag eraill.
O’r persbectif hwn, boneddigeiddrwydd yw gwasanaethu
un arall, gan ganolbwyntio ar y gorau ac nid y gwaethaf,
rhoi sylw i un arall fel pe baem ni ym mhresenoldeb Crist
ei hun. Mae’n debyg mai’r hyn rwyf yn ei annog arnom yw
haelioni’r ysbryd sy’n rhoi lle i’r llall, sy’n gosod anghenion
y llall, a’u safbwyntiau, yn uwch na’n rhai ni ein hunain. ‘Ni
ddylai gwas yr Arglwydd fod yn gwerylgar, ond yn dirion
tuag at bawb, yn athro da, yn ymarhous.’ (2 Tim 2.24).
Mae llawer o sôn am haelioni yn y rhifyn hwn o Teulu Asaph,
ond mae’r haelioni hwnnw yn dechrau yn ein hymagwedd
at ein gilydd yn ein bywyd - i ganfod presenoldeb Iesu yn y
lleiaf o’r rhai rydym yn dod ar eu traws, ac i ymateb mewn
cariad.
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With all the hustle and bustle of Christmas, it’s easy to get caught up in our own lives
and focus on our own families. Yet in the Christmas story, gifts for the baby Jesus, are
brought by strangers. Can we this Christmas and into 2018, think of how our generosity
can be extended to those beyond our own friends and families.

Open your Doors in Generosity
The Director of Housing Justice
Cymru, Sharon Lee (left), reminds
us to think about all those people
seeking shelter this winter.
As we approach Christmas, we will
each have our own reflections on what
the Christmas story means to us. As
Christians we may be more likely to see
beyond the commercial aspect and think
about the significance of the birth of a Saviour. Yet, do we
consider the story of a family seeking shelter, hoping that
accommodation can be found for an exhausted, heavily
pregnant young woman and her husband? This is part
of the Christmas story we often miss.
The need for shelter is a fundamental aspect of the
human existence. Having access to a decent, safe,
affordable home impacts on all areas of our
lives, including health, education, well-being,
and life chances.
At this moment there are 80,000 people in Wales
on waiting lists for social housing. Much of this is
hidden from our sight, because many will be in insecure,
private accommodation or staying with friends and family.
Others are living in temporary accommodation, which is
often highly unsuitable.
The stark reality of policies like Universal Credit and
welfare reform, means we are preparing for higher numbers
of people being made homeless throughout our nation.
The more visible and extreme end of housing need is rough
sleeping. We’re seeing an increase in rough sleeping in
many Welsh areas, despite leading the way on homelessness
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prevention in the UK. The Diocese of St Asaph has some
of the highest levels of rough sleeping in Wales, with a
particular concentration in Wrexham. At the last rough
sleeper count in October 2016, there were 61 people sleeping
rough just in that local authority.
As a Christian charity, Housing Justice Cymru is committed
to helping the church be part of the solution to housing need.
We set up and support church led winter Night Shelters, and
are currently recruiting an officer to work in the diocese to
support churches in tackling rough sleeping. The shelters
are a practical demonstration of Christian love, compassion
and generosity. They can often be the difference between
life and death, when the average life expectancy
for a rough sleeping man in Wales is 43 years.
This Christmas, if you walk past someone
living on the streets, can I encourage you
to see them as a unique individual of
immeasurable worth, precious to God?
Can I also encourage you to consider how
you and your church can use whatever
resource you have to open your hand and
your doors in generosity?
Housing Justice Cymru is the Welsh arm of Housing
Justice, the national voice of Christian action on housing
and homelessness. It has been voted the 2019 recipient of
the Diocesan Offering and you will hear more about it at
the Diocesan Conference next October.
Homelessness Sunday falls on 28 January – what can you
and your church do to get involved?
Find out more www.housingjustice.org.uk/Event/
homeless-sunday-2018 or on twitter @HJCymru

Foodbanks at Christmas

FOODBANKS in areas where Universal Credit has been
rolled out, like Flintshire and Wrexham, have received a
surge in demand in the last six months, according to figures
from the UK’s biggest foodbank network, the Trussell Trust.
Places in Denbighshire and Conwy are expected to introduce
Universal Credit early in 2018 so foodbanks in Abergele,
Rhyl, Colwyn Bay, Kinmel Bay, Denbigh, Llangollen and
other locations in these local authorities, will be preparing
to meet demand this winter.
As Christmas approaches, could you consider giving time,
money or food to your local foodbank now or in the new
year?
Sally Ellinson from Wrexham Foodbank explains:
Wrexham Foodbank has been operating for just
over five years. It has distribution centres in
Rhosddu, Caia Park, Gwersyllt and Cefn Mawr
as well as an office and warehouse where
donations are accepted and stored. It is
run entirely by volunteers and all the food
is donated by members of the public.
During 2016-2017 1,952 food parcels were given
out to people in crisis referred to the Foodbank
by professionals working in various sectors throughout
Wrexham. These parcels fed 4,320 people, including 1,464
children. Reasons that people are referred to the Foodbank
relate to benefit delays, low income, debt, fleeing domestic
violence, sickness and others. Trained volunteers also offer
a listening ear over refreshments, signposting to further
help and toiletries and pet food if needed. The Foodbank
also runs a basic cooking and money management course.

Last Christmas over 350
Christmas hampers were also
distributed to those referred
by local agencies, in conjunction
with toy parcels from The
Salvation Army. This year they are
preparing to do the same. Donations
of Christmas puddings, tinned meat,
tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, tinned
tomatoes, tinned rice pudding, coffee, UHT milk and fruit
juice are appreciated. Please donate by the end of the first
week of December for these to be prepared in time.

If you would like to help you can volunteer at one of our
centres or fundraise for us by emailing info@wrexham.
foodbank.org.uk.
You can donate food in Sainsburys and Tesco stores or
direct to the warehouse (address and opening times on our
website www.wrexhamfoodbank.org.uk) – or give money
(via post or Paypal details on our website).
Please also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for our latest
news.

There are thought to be more than 150 foodbanks operating
across Wales. To find your nearest foodbank visit
www.trusselltrust.org or ask in your local library.
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News / Newyddion

A dementia-friendly
diocese
The Diocese of St Asaph has become
only the second Anglican Diocese to
be awarded the status of “Working
to become a Dementia Friendly
Diocese” by the Alzheimer’s Society.
The award was made during the

Diocesan Conference in Wrexham.
At the same time, the Alzheimer’s
Society was announced as the 2018
Charity of the Year for the diocesan
offering. Jo Lane, the Dementia
Friendly Communities coordinator
in North Wales, presented the award
and said: “This is a huge achievement
for the Diocese of St Asaph and is
the first step in demonstrating their
commitment to support people with
dementia within their community.”

Several churches and Mission Areas
around the Diocese are developing
dementia friendly projects. St Mary’s
Church, in Chirk and the Offa Mission
Area have donated jigsaws to the local
hospital and a battery-operated pet cat
to nearby Chirk Court care home. In
addition, boxes containing materials
that can be used by individuals with
dementia, their families, and pastoral
visitors have been provided by the
Mission Area.

Christmas at HMP Berwyn
The Bishop of St Asaph will celebrate
the first Eucharist of Christmas Day
inside HMP Berwyn in Wrexham
this year. The prison, the largest
in the UK, opened in February and
can accommodate up to 2,106 men.
Earlier this year, the prison chapel
was formally opened and blessed

by Bishop Gregory and the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Wrexham, the Rt
Revd Peter Brignall (far left). There are
currently three Christian chaplains,
the senior chaplain, the Revd Alan
Pierce-Jones, an Anglican (far right),
along with Sister Teresa Clarke,
Roman Catholic Chaplain and the

Revd James Morgan, Baptist Chaplain.

Fundraising opportunities from the last round pound
More than £2,250 has been raised by a coin enthusiast
from Llanddoged near Llanwrst who asked the Bishop of
St Asaph to autograph The Royal Mint’s £1 presentation
packs of his coin design.

On 16 October, the first day that the round pound was
demonitised, the Bishop visited Llanddoged school to
celebrate harvest thanksgiving and present a cheque of
£900 to the school.

Julie Bassett, the treasurer of St Doget’s Church saw the
opportunity to raise funds for the church, along with
St Grwst and Llanddoged Church School, after Bishop
Gregory was invited by The Royal Mint to design the last
commemorative round pound coin.

To date, more than 250 autographed presentation packs
have been sold on eBay with orders coming from as far as
China, Peru, Israel, Australia
and America as well as all
over the United Kingdom.

Cyfleoedd codi arian gyda’r bunt gron ddiwethaf
Codwyd mwy na £2,250 gan gasglwr darnau arian brwd
o Landdoged ger Llanrwst a ofynnodd i Esgob Llanelwy
lofnodi pecynnau cyflwyno’r Bathdy Brenhinol o’r darn £1
a ddyluniwyd ganddo ef ei hun.
Fe wnaeth Julie Bassett, trysorydd Eglwys Sant Doged, weld
y cyfle i godi arian ar gyfer yr eglwys, ynghyd ag Eglwys
Sant Crwst ac Ysgol Llanddoged, ar ôl i Esgob Gregory gael
ei wahodd gan y Bathdy Brenhinol i ddylunio’r bunt gron
ddathliadol ddiwethaf.
Ddydd Llun y 16eg o Hydref, y diwrnod cyntaf pan nad oedd
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y bunt gron bellach yn arian
swyddogol, fe ymwelodd yr
Esgob ag ysgol Llanddoged
i ddathlu diolchgarwch y
cynhaeaf a chyflwyno siec o £900 i’r ysgol ac ymuno â’r
disgyblion i gael cinio.
Mae mwy na 250 o becynnau cyflwyniad wedi’u gwerthu
ar eBay hyd yma, gydag archebion o bob cwr o’r byd, gan
gynnwys Tsieina, Periw, Israel, Awstralia ac America, yn
ogystal â bob rhan o’r Deyrnas Unedig.

St Dyfnog’s Advent Calendar
St Dyfnog’s Church in Llanrhaeadr Yng Nghinmerch has come up with
a seasonal way to encourage people to visit its website. The church’s
webmaster, Kath Mitchell-Dawson, explains:
The St Dyfnog’s website was
launched just before Easter 2013.
As with all websites we needed to
encourage people to keep coming
back. It occurred to me that an
Advent Calendar would encourage
visitors to return every day for
most of December, and hopefully
by the end of that time they’d be
accustomed to visiting regularly!
The St Dyfnog’s Advent Calendar
made its first appearance in 2013.
There were 25 ‘doors’ to be opened
but none could be opened before
its due date, so no cheating! Once it
had been opened, it was possible to
return to any door, until all 25 were
available on Christmas Day, and
remained available until Epiphany,

at which point the whole calendar
was removed.
In 2015, behind all 25 doors was a
video featuring familiar local faces
offering bible readings, extracts from
poets including Shakespeare, John
Betjeman, Rudyard Kipling, Dylan
Thomas and others, some serious
items, and some definitely not-soserious, some in Welsh, and it all
ended with one of the Nine Lessons
read by our vicar, Val Rowlands, who
appeared on Christmas Day.
The 2016 Calendar was memorable
for, amongst others, a Joyce Grenfell
turn, and for two ladies, both called
Margaret, who performed a Two
Ronnies version of the news on
Christmas Eve, complete with “… and

A model church: St Deiniol’s Church, Hawarden

The Hawarden Shed Club has donated a 1/48th scale oak
model of St Deniol’s Church to the church itself. Geoffrey
Williams explains how delighted and grateful the church is
with the gift from Richard Williams, Louis Sharkie and Rob
Rowlands, who sadly died during the building of the model.
The model took nearly four years to complete. It was made
using many kinds of oak to get the variation in colour. Each
brick was individually cut and laid just as the original
quarried stones would have been. This was also the case
with the roof slates and the cockscomb ridge tiles on the
oldest part of the church, the Whitley Chapel. As far as
possible, the stone sizes and position were matched. The
windows were reproduced from photographs of the 22

it’s goodnight from me …”.
Did the Advent Calendar idea
achieve its original objective?
Well, the visitor counter on the site
currently registers something over
13,800 hits, so I think we can say that
it did at least help.
Producing your own on-line Advent
Calendar is a lot of work, but also
a great deal of fun, and people
clearly derive much enjoyment from
opening another door each day and
finding a familiar face.
My thanks go to all those who have
contributed to the St Dyfnog’s
Advent Calendars. The 2017 Advent
Calendar is at www.stdyfnog.org.uk
– click on the red and gold link for
the Advent Calendar.

windows, printing them individually on to acetate film and
placing them in the corresponding position in the church.
The steeple, designed by Sir Gilbert Scott, was especially
challenging to model: it was necessary to climb up onto the
actual tower and take exact measurements of the steeple
angles.
In September the model was placed in the Church and
was seen by an author visiting GLADFEST in Gladstone’s
Library. She mentioned this in glowing terms on social
media and, in today’s jargon, it went viral!
We, as a Church, are pleased and proud to own such a
wonderful example of the skills to which people can attain
with patience and hard work.
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Evangelism
Not one big scary thing, but hundreds of
little lovely achievable things
The Diocese Conference took place in early October and
there was an immediate buzz following the address of the key
note speaker, the Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rt Revd Stephen
Cottrell. Here he sums up his main message.
Many Anglicans think evangelism
is something other Christians do.
Actually, there is a way of doing
evangelism which is distinctly
Anglican, and that happily fits in with
how people are becoming Christians
anyway.
All the research tells us that most
people become Christians gradually,
either growing up and being
nourished in a Christian family, or
on a journey of discovery in later life.
And sometimes both. Therefore, if for
most people becoming a Christian
is like a journey, evangelism is best
understood as all those people and
processes that help people make the
journey; and like any journey it is
made up of thousands of small steps.
Therefore, evangelism is not that one
big scary thing that we can’t imagine
doing, but hundreds of little, lovely,
achievable things that we can all be
involved in. God can and does use
each of us as part of this ministry of
making Christ known.
So evangelism will mean helping
every Christian to know and
understand and be ready to share
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their own story of how they have
come to know Christ and be part of his
church. And reflecting on this story
will be the best way of realising that
just as God has woven many different
people into the story of how we have
come to faith, now he will use our
gifts and experiences to weave us into
other people’s stories.
Evangelism will nearly always begin
with service. It will begin with the
people we know and serve and love in
our community. We will serve these
people’s interests and concerns. And
because they will overlap with our
interests and needs, we will be able
to build partnerships with other
individuals and groups and serve our
community together. We will then
put on small, do it yourself, events
to gather different groups of people
together and share something of the
Christian story with them - an event
for parents for instance. This will be
the first step on the journey for many
people.
We will also need places in our
churches where people can find out
about faith. The first fruits of our
service and witness will usually be

people saying they would like to find
out more. For many people this will
be how the journey progresses. It is
what I call a place of nurture. This is
where we run our Pilgrim, Emmaus or
Alpha courses, and where people can
ask questions and begin to experience
Christian community.
We will also need to make sure our
churches are ready to welcome new
people, especially ones who are not
like us. And we will need to help
everyone grow in discipleship, since
the very best evangelism of all is
the Christ-like witness of ordinary
Christian people in their ordinary
daily lives.
These are the little things that together
make the big ministry of evangelism,
something we can all be part of, and
something every church can do.

My first St Asaph Conference

Borderland’s Pioneer Priest, Gill
Stanning reflects on her first St Asaph
Conference:
As a Pioneer Priest, new to the diocese,
I was unsure what to expect. I needn’t have
worried. I felt at home from the outset and
thoroughly enjoyed meeting with others, taking part in
a drama workshop and especially hearing what Bishop
Stephen, the Bishop of Chelmsford had to say to us on the
theme Do the little things.
He inspired the audience from the word go with his
clear message: Evangelism is a vital part of our calling as
Christians; but contrary to what we may feel when we hear
the word ‘evangelism’… it doesn’t have to be a scary thing!
We simply need to do the little things to show people the
love of God effectively. This could be visiting the sick and
housebound, hosting community groups or events, inviting
people to Alpha courses, holding accessible acts of worship
and praying.
This reminded me that our Christian faith is ‘Good News’
and that news is always told…it is broadcast and sent out to
as wide an audience as possible and we are the messengers.
This is our task, the whole church, working together to draw
people to Christ and to tell them of the love of God.
This proclamation of God’s love can happen in so many
different ways…It might mean getting involved with a
big project like a church Passion Play...it might mean
helping with a local soup kitchen or finding out how you
can actively become involved in something like Dementia
Support. You may feel drawn to set up a toddler group or
to run a Pilgrim course or set up a youth group. Whatever
it is, it will be exciting, and it will have an effect if it is done
in Christ’s name. I came away convinced that for all of us;
being a Christian should mean that we need to be ready and
prepared to ‘do the little things’ as a matter of course and
then to very gently and simply share our faith when people

are ready to hear about it. We should also be challenged
and enthused to work together as a diocese and within our
Mission Areas to make the church a visible and central part
of each community once again.

#little things:
Teulu Asaph invited a few people to remember the first
#little thing which started their journey to faith:

• The willingness of a young married couple in their
20s to selflessly lead a youth group for teenagers in
their home and to talk about God amongst the fun we
had together. (Gill)

• A casual ask: “Will you come with me?” (Dot)
• The kindness and interest shown in me by one of the
beach mission leaders, when I was a teenager. She
seemed genuinely interested in what I wanted to
talk about and my struggles with school, friendships
and so on. (Manon)

• Praying with ladies from AA. God removed my
addiction to alcohol and my journey in Christ began.
(Sian)

• Making a new year’s resolution in 1972 to go to
church every Sunday and being welcomed by a
couple who suggested I “come and sit near them” so I
could follow the service and would always know the
right page in the right book. Their gentle kindness
and welcome meant I regularly sat in the row behind
them after that. (Gregory)

If you’d like to share the first #little thing
which started your journey to faith,
so we are reminded that these are achievable for us all,
email the editor: karenmaurice@churchinwales.org.uk
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Pause for Thought/ Munud i Feddwl

The best gifts

Y rhoddion gorau

Epiphany, or the 12th day of Christmas, falls on 6 January
and celebrates a visit to the baby Jesus by The Magi
also known as the three Kings, or Wise Men. The word
‘Epiphany’ comes from Greek and means ‘manifestation’.
It celebrates ‘the revelation of God in his Son as human in
Jesus Christ’. Revd Mary Stallard, Chaplain in St Joseph’s
School in Wrexham and co- director of the St Giles RE
Centre remembers how the challenge of Epiphany came
to her vicarage in Llangollen on Christmas Eve a few years
ago.

Mae’r Ystwyll, neu 12fed diwrnod y Nadolig, yn disgyn
ar 6 Ionawr, ac yn dathlu ymweliad y Sêr-ddewiniaid - a
elwir hefyd yn dri Brenin, neu’r Gwyr Doeth - â’r baban
Iesu. Ystyr y gair ‘Ystwyll’ yn yr iaith Roeg yw ‘amlygiad’.
Mae’n dathlu datguddiad Duw yn ei Fab ar ffurf dyn yn
Iesu Grist. Mae’r Parchedig Mary Stallard, caplan yn Ysgol
Sant Joseff yn Wrecsam a chyd-gyfarwyddwr Canolfan
Addysg Grefyddol San Silyn, yn cofio sut daeth her yr
Ystwyll i’w ficerdy yn Llangollen ar Noswyl Nadolig ychydig
flynyddoedd yn ôl.

Our family had just arrived home from a crib service when
the doorbell rang and there was a young Muslim man on
the doorstep. He explained that we’d met at an interfaith
event in Wrexham celebrating Eid. He’d travelled to
Llangollen to bring us a gift, to mark our Christian festival.
He said he hoped that we wouldn’t take offence, but that
he wanted to offer us something that was
special to him and he presented us with
a beautifully bound translation of the
Qur’an. It was a most unexpected
and gracious gift, from a wise man
from the east (well, Wrexham!) I
was so touched that he’d come
and found us.

Roedd ein teulu wedi cyrraedd adref o wasanaeth y preseb
pan ganodd cloch y drws, ac roedd Mwslim ifanc ar garreg y
drws. Eglurodd ein bod ni wedi cyfarfod mewn digwyddiad
rhyng-ffydd yn Wrecsam i ddathlu Eid. Roedd wedi teithio
i Langollen i ddod â rhodd i ni, i nodi ein gwyl Gristnogol.
Dywedodd ei fod yn gobeithio na fyddai gwahaniaeth
gennym, ond roedd eisiau cynnig i ni rywbeth
a oedd yn arbennig iddo, a chyflwynodd i ni
gyfieithiad o’r Qur’an wedi ei rwymo’n hyfryd.
Roedd yn hollol annisgwyl a grasol, gan ddyn
doeth o’r dwyrain (wel, Wrecsam!) Cefais fy
nghyffwrdd gan y ffaith ei fod wedi dod i
chwilio amdanom ni.

It made me think about my own
attitude to strangers: How far am
I prepared to go out of my way for
others? And what might it mean for
me to be bold, truthful and respectful in
offering the best gifts of my Christian faith?
In my work as a chaplain at our Catholic and Anglican
High School in Wrexham, the young people often teach
me more about generosity. Some of the most moving gifts
I’ve received have been hand-written cards or messages of
appreciation from pupils. They remind me of the humility
of the Christ-child, who came in great simplicity to show
God’s generosity. And of course Christ calls all who’ve seen
this love, to show similar love to others.

10

Fe wnaeth i mi feddwl am fy agwedd fy
hun tuag at ddieithriaid: I ba raddau rydw
i’n barod i fynd allan o’m ffordd i eraill? A
beth allai ei olygu i mi fod yn feiddgar, yn driw
ac yn barchus wrth gynnig rhoddion gorau fy
ffydd Gristnogol?
Yn fy ngwaith fel caplan yn ein Hysgol Gatholig
ac Anglicanaidd yn Wrecsam, mae’r bobl ifanc yn aml
yn dysgu mwy i mi am haelioni. Mae rhai o’r anrhegion
mwyaf teimladwy rwyf wedi eu cael wedi bod yn gardiau
ysgrifenedig neu negeseuon gwerthfawrogol gan
ddisgyblion. Maen nhw’n fy atgoffa o fwynder Crist y
plentyn, a ddaeth mewn ffordd syml a gwylaidd iawn i
ddangos haelioni Duw. Ac wrth gwrs, mae Crist yn galw
pawb sydd wedi gweld y cariad hwn, i ddangos cariad tebyg
tuag at eraill.

Young Vocations – who am I and what makes me tick?
Meet Ana Davies,
aged 21 from
Brymbo near
Wrexham.
Ana is a young
person in the
diocese exploring
her vocation to be
a priest.

She goes to St Mary’s Church, Brymbo and is studying
a part time theology course at St Padarn’s while on
placement at St Giles Church, Wrexham. Alex Mayer, the
vicar of Kerry in Cedewain Mission Area interviewed her
for Teulu Asaph.

When did you first think God might be
calling you?
I very randomly typed into Google “how to become a vicar”.
I just sat there and wondered why I had written such a thing.
That was years ago, and I shrugged it off. Then, just before
my confirmation a couple of years later, people seemed to
advise that a role in ministry is something I should explore.
It was as if a light went on in my head and I finally realised
why I had never been content with any mainstream jobs!

Where in your vocation journey are you?
I am due to go to my second selection in April which will
determine whether I become an Ordinand. I have been
on my journey for around two and a half years now and I
have no regrets. I have grown in confidence, as a person and
spiritually along the way. The diocese, Bishop Gregory and
my vicar, Pam Powell has been wonderful and so helpful.
I’m surrounded by such lovely people who are always keen
to help and mentor me along the way, which has been the
cornerstone of my exploration and discernment.

Who would you most like to meet?
God! On this earth though, it would have to be Angelina
Jolie. I loved the film and games, Tomb Raider, but
she’s also a really down to earth, lovely woman who is
passionate about her family and the peace of the world.

If you could pick only one film, book or
piece of music which inspires you, what
would it be and why?
My favourite books are the Harry Potter franchise. I think
this is because it’s a
completely different
version of reality
and you can escape
into a whole other
world whilst reading.
Also, I feel the fight
against good and evil
throughout the books
is a brilliant way of
capturing what life on
earth and spiritually is
like. Good always wins.

What does a ‘calling’ mean to you?
A calling to me is a vast number of feelings, thoughts and
discussions that I haven’t been able to explain. An unknown
person making a comment, a feeling I get when I am leading
worship, answered prayers that seem to leave me with no
doubt.... it’s hard to put into human words really. It is almost
like a tug from God that never wavers no matter how many
doubts you may have along the way.

What’s the best piece of advice you’d give
to someone who is looking at a calling to
ministry?
To discern but not doubt. To not immediately think you
cannot do it because of x,y and z. God knows you, inside and
out. Nothing is hidden from him so if he’s calling you, then
explore it. No one is perfect, and God calls people where
they are at in life not when they have magically become a
perfect candidate.

For further information.visit
stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/life/steering-groups/
developing/discernment-process-for-ministry or contact
the Diocesan Director of Ministry, Canon Dr Manon
Ceridwen James: manoncjames@churchinwales.org.uk
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Resources / Adnoddau
The Greatest Journey
Christmas is on the way! The Bible Society has a range of
resources to help you this Advent and Christmas, including,
nativity booklets, short films and festive gifts.
Brand new for this year, is The Greatest Journey. Artist Emma
Skerratt has brought the poetic words of Dai Woolridge

and Hannah Bunting to life in a colourful illustrated
journey that all ages will enjoy.
Copies are available to buy in bulk for 50p each, including
postage and packing from
www.biblesociety.org.uk/christmas

Y Daith Orau Erioed
Mae’r Nadolig ar y ffordd! Gydag ein llyfryn plant, fideo,
drama’r geni neu daflenni lliwio, mae sawl ffordd y gelli
fwynhau’r Nadolig gyda ni eleni.
Yn newydd sbon ar gyfer y Nadoligeleni, y’n falch o gyflwyno
Y Daith Orau Erioed.

Mae Dai Woolridge, ein harbenigwr datblygu creadigol
wedi cydweithio gyda Hannah Bunting i arwain plant ar
antur Nadolig yn y llyfryn yma.Ry’ ni wedi gwneud y llyfryn
ar gael i brynu mewn llwyth ar gyfer eglwysi a chapeli am
gost isel o 50c y llyfryn, sy’n cynnwys cost pacio a phostio:
www.cymdeithasybeibl.cymru/ydaithorau

Christian Politics
Christians in Politics website has material for use in leading intercessions. www.christiansinpolitics.org.uk/pray-as-a-church

Theos Think Tank
Theos Think Tank stimulates debate about the place of
religion in society, challenging and changing ideas through
research, commentary and events. Their work is for everyone
who wants to go beneath the surface, behind the headlines,
beyond the superficial and common misconceptions.

Research is at their core. They have published over 50
reports on big issues impacting UK society, from faith–
based social action to multiculturalism. They also host
debates, seminars and lectures on religion, politics and
society, in the contemporary world.
www.theosthinktank.co.uk

Training Together
The 2018 Training Prospectus is now available. Please
look out for it or request a copy from the Diocesan Office.
Among the courses organised for next year are Spiritual

Formation picking up on the work of Mark Yaconelli during
his residency, improving your presentation skills, digital
communications and bereavement in childhood.

Find out more at
http://stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/life/steering-groups/training/

January
15, 22, 29 – Old Testament: Five Festival Scrolls, 6.30pm8.30pm in St Giles’ Church, Wrexham.
18 - Safe Church, 6-9pm in All Saints Church, Southsea.
27 – Data Developments Refresher training, 10am-1pm in St
Peter’s, Holywell.
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Schools / Ysgolion

Fairtrade for
Schools
Representatives
from Welshpool
Church in Wales School
spoke at a Fairtrade
Wales event held at Ysgol
Iau Esgob Morgan in St Asaph to explain why they opted
for a Fairtrade uniform. Welshpool Headteacher, Justine
Baldwin writes that Lena, Bartosz, Ernie, Nathaniel,
Rhianna and Emma spoke confidently in front of an
audience of children and teachers from other schools in
North Wales to tell them about the important decision to
have Fairtrade uniform in our new school.

The event’s keynote Fairtrade speaker, Mr Viswaraj Maghoo,
is the Managing Director of the KoolSkools Fairtradelicensed clothing factory in Mauritius. Mr Maghoo shared
his story and described his life-changing experiences from
working in a sweatshop to being employed by a Fairtradelicensed Factory. His story made us all realise the positive
impact that wearing Fairtrade uniform is having on other
peoples’ lives around the world.
Afterwards, we went to visit St Asaph Cathedral along with
some of the pupils from Ysgol Iau Esgob Morgan. This was an
excellent opportunity to work between schools in the same
Diocese and there are plans to continue this partnership
through other visits and the children have already started
writing to each other! Thank you to the staff and pupils of
Ysgol Iau Esgob Morgan for their hospitality.

Harvest in Ruabon

Christmas Card Competition

All the classes at St Mary’s Church in Wales Primary
School, Ruabon prepared for Harvest Festival at St Mary’s
Church by learning Harvest songs and poems and Year Five
actually made the Harvest loaf! The Service was attended
and enjoyed by all the pupils and many parents and
friends. This year the pupils collected money for Water Aid
totalling £228.

Almost a thousand entries were received from church
schools across the diocese, for the Bishop’s annual
Christmas card competition. A team of judges selected
the winning picture which is being turned into a
Christmas card to be sent
to the Bishop’s friends,
family and colleagues
around the world. This
year’s winner will
be announced on
14 December.
Last year, tenyear-old Sinead
O’Mahoney (right),
from Hawarden
Village Church School,
delighted the judges with
her atmospheric painting
of Mary and Joseph by the
manager.

Year Five had done a design and technology project where
they learnt how wheat is transformed into flour and the
bread making process from start to finish. They had great
fun tasting breads from around the
world and making a tally chart to
find the class’s favourite bread. They
enjoyed designing their own bread
and they were very proud of the
Harvest loaf!
Reception class learnt where
vegetables come from and made a
delicious vegetable soup!
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Your News / Eich Newyddion Chi
Cycle Ride to St Asaph
St Cynon’s Church, Tregynon
organised a ‘Cycle Ride to St Asaph’
on 16 September, writes the Revd Preb
Norman Morris. Well, it was actually
a ‘relay’ through the grounds of
Gregynog Hall to and from St Cynon’s
Church in Tregynon in the Cedewain
Mission Area.
The route was over two miles long and

forty or so people of all ages, including
small children, participated.
Tregynon to St Asaph Cathedral is
about 80 miles so it was covered with
ease after 40 laps. We could even
return ‘from St Asaph’ as another 20 or
so laps were recorded.
It was a good effort and great fun.
Thanks especially to our route

marshals and volunteers at
Church and to Gregynog Hall for
allowing the event to take place.
It’ll be Cardiff and back next year on
Saturday 15 September! All will be
welcome to Tregynon to take part!

Rhyl – reaching into our community
Over the last few weeks the churches in Rhyl have started a couple of new ventures as follow-ups
to baptisms, weddings and funerals, targeting the different ends of the age spectrum. Both have
exceeded expectations and will be part Rhyl’s regular pastoral outreach, write the Revd Andy
Grimwood.

Saying
Goodbye
People from
the churches in Rhyl
decided to take their bereavement
care groups out of the church

buildings into the community. They
invited the recently bereaved to join
them for coffee and cake in local cafes.
The afternoon group met in a café in
the centre of Rhyl, and overflowed
from their section into the main body
of the café. Some of the clergy were

Teddies, Tots and Tea
As part of our follow-up to the
baptisms taking place, we’ve
started ‘Teddies, Tots, and Tea’.

also present and had a quiet corner
for anyone who wanted a deeper chat.
The evening group met in Sainsbury’s
café and yes, Sainsbury’s provided the
cakes! The sessions were so successful
and popular that they will be repeated
in January.

Baptism families are invited along once a month to a half
hour session of a story from the ‘christening bible’ that
they were given at the child’s baptism, a song and tea. The
children are invited to bring a teddy along to join in with the
song and listen to the story.

The Bells of St Deiniol’s
This year the enthusiastic bell-ringers
of St Deiniol’s Church, Hawarden, are
celebrating the two hundred and seventyfifth anniversary of the installation of their
peal of six bells, writes Fred Snowden.
The first set of five bells were installed in St
Deiniol’s during the fourteenth century. The
current Hawarden bells were cast by the
famous Gloucester bell founders, Abraham

Rudhall, following an incident in 1740
when one of the old bells cracked,
while celebrating the birth of
an heir to Sir John Glynne, the
local squire. The bells were
transported to Shrewsbury by
river boat and then to Hawarden
by horse and cart. They survived a
devastating church fire in 1857.

(L-R) Steve Threadgold, Erica Rudall, Jane Lewis, Iwan Threadgold, Owen Threadgold,
David Roberts (Tower Captain), David Lewis, Gareth Jones, George Edwards.
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Ignite in Prestatyn
This year was the fifth North Wales
Ignite to come to Prestatyn, writes
Jon Andrews. A team of Christian
professionals led 15 classroom sessions
at Prestatyn High School over two days.
A lunchtime concert with Twelve24 – a
duo from Manchester known for their
fusion of feel-good Pop, Dance and Rap
music - proved popular with the Key
Stage 3 students, which took place in
the Amphitheatre next to the dining
hall.
Following Ignite’s success at the
Scala cinema last year, we used the

venue again for this year’s
evening event. There was
a very positive, family like
atmosphere throughout the
evening and the young people
were very responsive to games and
testimonies. The Alive Church band
did a worship set for us and Twelve24
headlined the evening with the duo’s
front man - Josh - sharing the gospel
at the end. Around 15 young people
responded to the message and said
they would like to find out more.
We would like to thank all the
volunteers that helped during the
evening, the Alive Church Band,

Twelve24, the schools work team, the
people that gave their testimonies,
the Scala cinema and Prestatyn High
school staff: without such a team, North
Wales Ignite wouldn’t be possible.

Wall Texts in Hope Church

there are earlier texts also
Fundraising is underway by Friends of Hope Parish Church •
partially exposed
to conserve ancient murals and artefacts, uncovered in the
church in 1951. Allan Poynton says the wall painted texts • as an aside, Dr Kirkham
remarked that the pulpit
(shown in the picture) were thought to date from 1533 but
dates from the same period
a survey this summer pinpointed them more accurately
to 1630. Other significant findings from the survey by Dr
Andrea Kirkham, a Registered Conservator specialising in Friends of Hope Parish Church are now exploring
possible grant funding to help with the conservation of the
wall texts, were:
artefacts and would welcome new members to join them.
• the figures “15 33” previously thought to refer to a date
might be a Biblical reference

Ancient Stained-glass Rededication
The Bishop of St Asaph has formally rededicated five ancient
stained-glass window panels at St Cystennin’s Church,
in Llangystennin near Mochdre. The special service on 5
November, attended by civic representatives and assembly
members, blessed the fragments of five windows dating
back to the fifteenth century. They were found wrapped
in blankets under the pulpit and restored by Sandycroft
based, Recclesia. In September, the panels were returned

to the church and are now
permanently on show in a
specially made glass and oak
display cabinet. The stainedglass panels depict St George
slaying the dragon (shown),
St Nicholas, St Catherine, St
Peter and the Resurrection of
Christ.

For more Your News, visit
stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/news/teuluasaph/teulu-asaph-extra-bits/
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Resource Church
An experimental journey began in St Asaph Cathedral on 15 October. Resource
Church was born! Esther Andrews invites you along to the next Resource Church.

like a blank canvas
The cathedral felt almost
opened, waiting to be
in the hour before doors
hopers, old-timers and
filled with seekers, cynics,
came to life as colour
first-timers. Each corner
. These zones provided
coded ‘zones’ were set up
d in diverse ways: The
a chance to encounter Go
h for young people
Word for Bible Study; Yout
Play for toddlers;
(and the young at heart);
coloured prayers;
Reflect for some beautiful
rship by creating; and
Crafty for a chance to wo
unter some delicious
Refresh, a chance to enco
kes. Everyone clustered
coffee and home-made ca
t an hour, then moved
around the zones for abou
edral for a great time
into the centre of the cath
d worship to end.
of contemporary praise an
was buzzing with
It was fun! The cathedral
osphere, fuelled
a playful and expectant atm
n and rooted in safe,
by authentic conversatio
tion. Resource Church
creative spaces for explora
up and send them out
aims to fill hungry people
ness. We think that 15
full of hope and inventive
Worship will always
October was a good start!
a commitment to
be paramount, alongside
d growth.
innovation, nurturing an

ch - 21 Jan

ur
Next date for Resource Ch

Did you enjoy Resource Church, or wish you could have made it? Don’t worry, there isn’t a
long wait until the next one... put 21 January into your diaries; we’ll see you there!
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