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Welcome to the April/May edition 
of Teulu Asaph.  It’s great to see 
the arrival of Spring and to start to 
feel some warmth in the sun again.  
 
In past centuries churches were 
places of sanctuary for people 
fleeing capture, or safe places to 
shelter from attack.  Today, as 
the cover image shows, there are 
places in the world where shelter, 
refuge, sanctuary is still essential. 
This edition of Teulu Asaph looks 
at ‘sanctuary’ in our modern world 
– and the article on page 4 shows 
us that many people in North and 
Mid Wales live in despair rather 
than hope. The ugly truth of modern 
slavery and the continuing refugee 

crisis is a reminder that churches are 
still needed as places of sanctuary.  
One ancient place of refuge in our 
diocese is the church at Pennant 
Melangell, which contains Europe’s 
oldest Romanesque shrine. The new 
Priest Guardian of the Shrine Church, 
Christine Browne, encourages us 
all to visit her, and experience for 
ourselves the peaceful and healing 
atmosphere of St Melangell’s (centre 
pages). 

As our diocese evolves, I’ve had 
numerous requests for a map 
showing the location of all the 
imaginatively named new Mission 
Areas.  I’ve printed the map on the 
back cover for easy reference.

Thank you for all your articles, photos, 
news, questions and contributions – 
please keep them coming! 
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It sounds like a film title, but this is a 
phrase that you’ll come across in the older 
translations of the Bible, particularly in 
the Books of the Law that begin the Old 
Testament.  Archaeology has uncovered 
ancient laws in different ancient civilizations, 
and if ‘death and taxes’ are the things that 
can’t be avoided, then the making of many 
laws seems to be part of human civilization 
as well.

However, a 
comparison between 
the laws of ancient 
Babylon, say, and the 
Old Testament throw 
up an interesting 
contrast. The Bible 
seems to be more 
concerned about 
those at the bottom 
of society: the widow, 
the orphan and ‘the 
stranger within your 
gates’, the person 
from another country 
who comes to make 
their home with you.

If we are to be people who take scripture seriously, then 
this is a bias that we can’t avoid.  A learned teacher 
once said a society should be judged by the way it 
treats its weakest members, and I believe that this is a 
worthy measure for Wales in the twenty-first century, 
and for the Church and Christian believers in particular.  
We need an active compassion.

To be a stranger is to be bewildered by new 
surroundings, new ways of doing things, new languages 
and new expectations.  To be a bearer of God’s love 
is to take special care that such bewilderment is not 
met with rejection or fear, still less by exploitation.  The 
love we show is the measure of our faith in a God who 
showed us love, when we were yet unlovely.

Mae’n swnio fel teitl ffilm, ond mae hwn yn 
ymadrodd a welwch yn y cyfieithiadau hŷn 
o’r Beibl, yn enwedig yn Llyfrau’r Gyfraith ar 
ddechrau’r Hen Destament. Mae Archaeoleg 
wedi datgelu deddfau hynafol mewn gwahanol 
wareiddiadau hynafol, ac os mai “marwolaeth 
a threthi” yw’r pethau na ellir eu hosgoi, yna 
mae’n ymddangos bod gwneud llawer o 
ddeddfau yn rhan o wareiddiad dynol 
yn ogystal.

Fodd bynnag, mae 
cymhariaeth rhwng 
cyfreithiau Babilon 
hynafol, dyweder, a’r 
Hen Destament yn 
cynnig cyferbyniad 
diddorol. Mae’r Beibl 
yn ymddangos fel 
pe bai’n poeni mwy 
am y rhai sydd ar 
waelod y gymdeithas: 
y gweddwon, yr 
amddifaid a’r ‘dieithryn 
o fewn eich pyrth’, yr 
un o wlad arall sy’n 
dod i breswylio yn 
eich mysg.

Os ydym am fod yn bobl sy’n cymryd yr ysgrythur o ddifrif, 
yna mae hon yn duedd na allwn ei hosgoi. Dywedodd 
athro dysgedig un tro y dylai cymdeithas gael ei barnu ar 
sail y ffordd y mae’n trin ei haelodau gwannaf, ac rwy’n 
credu bod hyn yn fesur teilwng i Gymru yn yr unfed ganrif 
ar hugain, ac ar gyfer yr Eglwys a chredinwyr Cristnogol yn 
enwedig. Mae angen tosturi gweithredol arnom.

Bod yn ddieithryn yw cael eich drysu gan amgylchoedd 
newydd, ffyrdd newydd o wneud pethau, ieithoedd 
newydd a disgwyliadau newydd. Mae bod yn ddeiliad 
cariad Duw yn golygu cymryd gofal arbennig nad yw 
dryswch o’r fath yn arwain at wrthodiad neu ofn, ac yn 
sicr nad yw’n arwain at gam-fanteisio. Y cariad rydym yn 
ei ddangos yw mesur ein ffydd mewn Duw a ddangosodd 
gariad tuag atom, pan nad oeddem yn hawdd iawn 
ein caru.

Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob 

The Stranger within 
your Gates

Y Dieithryn o fewn 
eich Pyrth
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Modern Slavery is a very 
real problem but one which 
is often hidden right under 
our noses.  Alison Ussery 
from Transform, a voluntary 
organization in Colwyn Bay, 
explains how North Wales is 
a gateway to the rest of the 
UK for human trafficking and 
how churches can be a place 
of sanctuary for survivors 
(victims).   

When the word ‘slavery’ is 
mentioned it brings up many 
different images and is often 
associated with the 1800s in the 
fields of North America or the sugar 
plantations of the West Indies.  
People such as William Wilberforce 
come to mind, and his fight to end 
the slave trade, leading eventually 
to the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833.  
He saw man’s inhumanity to man 
for himself and decided to work for 
change.  While raising awareness 
about the horrific realities of slavery 
he said: ‘You may choose to look 
the other way, but you can never say 
again that you did not know’. 

Not just history

Although the Act made slavery 
illegal, it did not stop it!  Slavery is 
happening today.   Human beings 
are being bought and sold as 
commodities.  It is estimated that 
there are over 20 million enslaved 
people in the world today and over 
13,000 in the UK.  Many of these 
vulnerable individuals are brought 
into the country by criminals to be 
used and abused, while some are 
British nationals who have found 
themselves trapped in exploitation.

Anti-Slavery Project

Modern Slavery also known as 
Human Trafficking is happening 
in North Wales.  There have been 
incidents of domestic servitude, 
sexual, labour and 
criminal exploitation 
recorded here 
in recent years.  
Men, women and 
children have been 
identified as victims 
and rescued from 
terrible situations.  
In 2013 the North 
Wales Anti-Slavery 
Project began 
with four main 
aims: awareness 
raising, prevention, 
survivor support and 
investigation.  

The UK passed the Modern 
Slavery Act in 2015, bringing into 
post an Independent Anti-Slavery 

Commissioner, Kevin Hyland OBE, 
and work continues throughout the 
UK in line with his plan.   Survivors 
have been identified and rescued 
within North Wales, and North Wales 
Police and partners continue to 
develop the initiative.  

The fight must continue!  

In North Wales the risk areas include 
Holyhead Port and the major roads, 
nail bars, hand car washes, fast food 
outlets etc.  Domestic servitude is a 
difficult area to discover as usually 
an individual is kept hidden away in a 
home doing all the cleaning, cooking 
or even caring for young children, 
with no pay or access to services.  
Online grooming is a serious issue 
also and it is important that our 
young people know the risks.  

Individuals continue 
to be abused 
in many ways, 
through poor 
working and living 
conditions.  One 
example was the 
discovery of 111 
migrant workers 
found in a derelict 
building in Deeside, 
where they were 
living while working 
in the local fields.  
Each one had to 

pay £55 per week for terrible living 
conditions – 10 men to a room with 
no hot water or cooking facilities.
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Seeking Sanctuary -  
Modern Slavery in North Wales and Beyond

Exploited labour in North Wales



On Friday 7 July, the Colwyn Bay 
Group of Amnesty International UK 
will host a special event in St Asaph 
Cathedral to raise awareness of the 
plight of refugees, past and present. 
This is a free event, but donations will 
be gratefully received. It is timed to 
coincide with Amnesty International’s 
current world-wide I Welcome 
campaign

More people are fleeing war and 
persecution than at any time since 

World War 2.  There are now 21.3 
million refugees around the world.  
An astonishing 86% of refugees are 
hosted by developing countries, 
mainly Middle Eastern, African and 
South Asian, and very few are given 
sanctuary in Europe, USA, Canada or 
Australia. 

This event aims to build on our local 
history of being hospitable to those 
seeking a place of safety and will 
include speakers, music, poetry and 

an exhibition.  Full details on Facebook 
at Amnesty International UK - Colwyn 
Bay Group.

A Hidden Crime 

This is a hidden crime that is 
happening all over the world, 
but with the help of fellow 
compassionate human beings we 
can make a difference and reach 
out to those who need our help.

It is important that churches and 
people of faith make a stand, and 
do something about this terrible 
crime.  Isaiah 58:6 says, we should 
work ‘to loose the 
chains of injustice 
and untie the cords 
of the yoke, to set 
the oppressed free 
and break every 
yoke.’  

Plans are being 
discussed to set up 
a charity dedicated 
to the modern slavery / human 
trafficking agenda through the 
voluntary councils.  Volunteers 
will then be able to offer their 
time to serve in different ways.  
The need for a safe house has 
been identified and efforts are 
being made to find the necessary 
resources and finances for this to 
happen as soon as possible.  

Partnership and collaborative 
working are very important.  By 
standing together this horrible 
crime can be fought and 
individuals can be saved from 
horrific abuse.

How you can help  

Be Aware
• It is important that everyone 

is aware of the reality of 
modern slavery, and reports 
any suspicious incidents to 
the police on 101, 999 or 
the national helpline 0800 
0121700.

• Churches across the 
diocese can raise awareness 
within their congregations and 

this is crucial as 
when victims are 
controlled by their 
traffickers, often 
the only place they 
are allowed to 
go without close 
scrutiny is the local 
church or place of 
worship.  

Offer your church
• Churches in Mission Areas 

along the A55 can help in a very 
practical way by offering to act 
as emergency reception centres 
for survivors.  If you’d like your 
church to help, contact Sarah 
Wheat, Diocesan Engagement 
Officer (sarahwheat@
churchinwales.org.uk) 
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Refugees: Reflections in words and music

The informal camps for refugees and 
migrants that emerged on the Serbia 
Hungary border in August 2015. 

Find out more….
For more information about the 
signs and indicators visit 
www.modernslavery.co.uk 

To invite Alison to give a talk to 
your church group, email Alison at 
transform.coordinator@gmail.com

“It ought to concern every 
person, because it is a 
debasement of our common 
humanity.  It ought to concern 
every community, because 
it tears at our social fabric.  
It ought to concern every 
business, because it distorts 
markets.  It ought to concern 
every nation, because it 
endangers public health and 
fuels violence and organized 
crime.  I’m talking about the 
injustice, the outrage, of human 
trafficking, which must be called 
by its true name -- modern 
slavery.” 
Barak Obama 
(Former US President) 

© Amnesty International

Home to 10 men in North Wales



News / Newyddion

North East Wales based charity TCC 
(Trefnu Cymunedol Cymru / Together 
Creating Communities) has received 
national recognition by becoming 
one of five charities to win the 2016 
Guardian Charity Award.  Established 
in 1995, TCC uses community 
organising to bring diverse groups 
together to act on issues that are 
important to them. TCC’s member 
groups comprise churches, schools 
and community organisations.  The 
Bishop of St Asaph is its patron 
and the Wrexham Mission Area has 
recently joined.  For more information 
about how you and your church can 
get involved, contact lead organiser, 
Sam Rex-Edwards:  01978 262588 / 
sam@tcc-wales.org.uk.  

The prestigious Archbishop of Wales’ 
Award in Church Music has been 
presented to Haulwen Jones from 
Gwersyllt, Wrexham.  Mrs Jones has 
been organist and choir mistress at 
Holy Trinity Church for 40 years and 
done much to train young people.  She 
was presented with her award by the 
Bishop of St Asaph during a special 
Evensong at St Asaph Cathedral.  

Mrs Jones, who is 84, began playing 
the piano at the age of seven before 
going to music college and becoming 
a teacher.  She continues to play 
the organ every Sunday morning as 
well as for weddings, baptisms and 
funerals.  “I love all kinds of music,” 
said Mrs Jones, “playing a pipe organ 
in church is very satisfying.  The 

acoustics are right and the sound is 
simply beautiful.”

The Archbishop of Wales’ Award in 
Church Music recognises people of 
outstanding musical ability and is open 
to musicians from all denominations 
of Christian worship.  Two people 
from the Diocese of St Asaph were 
presented with the Archbishop’s 
Certificate of Merit in Church Music:

• John Clutton of St David’s 
Church, Penrhyn Bay who has 
been a chorister, and later a 
choir master, for more than 65 
years.

• Albert Purslow of St Thomas’s 
Church Penycae has been the 
church organist for more than 
50 years.

An LGBT+ film which premiered at 
St Asaph Cathedral has won the Iris 
Community Short Film Award. All 
One in Christ, was filmed over two 
days with members of Changing 
Attitude, Trawsnewid Agwedd Cymru, 
a network of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex and heterosexual 
members of the Church in Wales. The 
group was also presented with the first 
ever Iris Leadership Award for the way 
in which members have challenged 
attitudes and fought prejudice within 
the Church. Speaking during the 
award ceremony, the Director of the 

Iris Festival, Berwyn Rowlands said: 
‘Every now and again something 
happens which reminds you that things 
can change. Something happens 
that reminds you how amazing and 
resilient people can be….This award 

is presented to an organization which 
has overwhelmingly demonstrated 
that you can find light at the end 
of the tunnel.’  You can watch the 
film at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jpvfBJ0rdRw&feature=share

Charity Award 
for TCC

Recognition for Gwersyllt 
Organist

Awards for 
LGBT+ Film
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Revd Dr Manon C James, Mark Williams (from Iris), Mike Jones and Revd Sarah Hildreth-Osborn

Haulwen Jones (front centre) with the choir of Holy Trinity Church, Gwersyllt and Bishop Gregory 
after being presented with her award at St Asaph Cathedral.  



Bishop Matthew visits Wales
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On his first visit to Wales, 
the Bishop of South West 
Tanganyika, the Rt Revd 
Matthew Mhagama and his 
wife Skola, were welcomed 
by communities, schools, 
congregations and individuals.  
Teulu Asaph caught up with 
them to find out more about 
the link between St Asaph and 
South West Tanganyika.   

It was the day of Storm Doris when 
Bishop Matthew and Skola arrived in 
Llangollen.  The splendour of North 
Wales was hidden under a blanket of 
rain clouds and was lashed by gale 
force winds.  It was weather unknown 
to the couple who grew up in the 
tropical heat of Zanzibar, an island off 
the coast of Tanzania.  In 2014, Bishop 
Matthew was appointed to South 
West Tanganyika, equivalent in size to 
the whole of Wales and located inland 
around Lake Nyasa (also known as 

Lake Malawi).  At the time, he was in 
Ethiopia studying Islam.  

“My mother converted to Christianity 
from Islam and ensured all her five 
children grew up in the Christian faith.  
99% of the population in Zanzibar is 
Muslim and I was the only Christian 
among 450 pupils in my boarding 
school,” said Bishop Matthew.  

The population in South West 
Tanganikya is much more Christian.  
Indeed, a normal Sunday service will 
see 500 people worshiping in Njombe 
Cathedral and more than 2,000 
for special occasions.  With such 
attendance levels, it may be surprising 
to learn that Bishop Matthew is 
praying for revival. 

“I’ve been challenged here to pray 
and fast every Friday for revival in both 
South West Tanganikya and St Asaph.  
I will be praying for all the clergy and 
churches in St Asaph, remembering 
our brothers and sisters here.  That’s 

very important now.”

“St Asaph has helped 
my diocese a lot, paying 
for 30 motorbikes to help 
our priests get around 
their large parishes.  You 
have provided four large 
motorised boats which 
support the fishing 
industry on Lake Nyasa 
and individual churches 
have established links with 
Tanzanian parishes.  Now 

is the time for us to focus on prayer for 
you all.”

One of Bishop Matthew’s key 
observations while here, has been 
how few young people are in church.  
“Tanzanian churches are 75% young 
people. Children have to go to church 
with their parents, they aren’t given a 
choice. If children don’t hear the word 
of God, it’s impossible for them to 
grow in Christian faith.”

Bishop Matthew has encountered lots 
of inspirational work here too.  After 
seeing the Sunday school in Bala, he’s 
going to encourage every parish in 
his diocese to set aside a budget for 
children’s ministry.

He’s made good use of the hills and 
paths of North Wales too, to train 
for a sponsored climb up Mount 
Kilimanjaro (Africa’s highest mountain) 
in September.  He’s hoping to raise 
£38,000 (one million Tanzanian 
Shillings) for projects in his diocese.
A group in North Wales is aiming to 
climb Snowdon five times in five days 
to complement Bishop Matthew’s 
effort.

You can find out how to 
sponsor Bishop Matthew 
and see more of the visit at 
http://swtanganyika.blogspot.
co.uk/ or  http://stasaph.
churchinwales.org.uk/life/
steering-groups/engaging/swt/

Bishop Matthew and Skola meeting local clergy at 
Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant.  The former Mathrafal Deanery 
sponsored a fishing boat for Lake Nyasa.  
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St Melangell’s - 
Sanctuary in the Berwyns

The Shrine 
Church to 
St Melangell 
nestles amid 
the striking 
Berwyn 

Mountains and has long been 
a place of sanctuary and 
pilgrimage.  Its new Guardian, 
the Revd Christine Browne, 
encourages you to rediscover 
this refuge of prayer and 
healing.

“St Melangell’s is a sanctuary from 
the woes of the world, the struggles 
of life and a place to feel secure in the 
presence of God.”

As the new Guardian of the Shrine 
Church at Pennant Melangell, I’ve 
already experienced the truth of these 
words written by a neighbour.  I know 
as well that many people come here 
joyously. Some of our visitors are 

local, others come from all over the 
world, some journey as pilgrims to the 
ancient shrine, others visit as tourists 
on holiday. For whatever reason they 
come, they are following in an age-
old tradition.

Saint 
Melangell

Melangell, or 
Monacella, is 
believed to 
have been the 
daughter of an 
Irish king who 
fled here in the 
sixth century 
to escape the marriage her father 
planned for her. On one occasion, 
while out in the countryside, she 
sheltered under her cloak a hare 
that was being hunted by Brochwel 
Ysgythrog, Prince of Powys, and 
prevented his hounds from catching 
it. Brochwel, impressed by her 
compassion and courage, gave her 
the valley where she was living to be 
a place of sanctuary. She founded 
a small community at Pennant, and 
became its abbess, and later, after 
her death, her shrine became a place 
of pilgrimage. 

The church today contains the 
only Romanesque shrine known to 
have survived in Britain, and is the 
oldest in Europe. It was dismantled 
and the stones hidden during the 
Reformation, but was found and 
reconstructed in the 20th century.

The importance of Pennant Melangell 
as a place of pilgrimage throughout 
the centuries is shown, for example, 
in the 1526 will of Sir Morgan Herbert, 
oldest son of Sir Richard Herbert of 
Montgomery. He specified that 4d 

should be paid for 
prayers for his 
soul to be said 
in St Melangell’s 
church. Again, 
in the parish 
registers of 1723, 
a verse punning 
on Melangell’s 
name testifies to 
her lasting power 
as a saint:

Mil engyl a Melangell 
Trechant lu fyddin y fall.

Melangell with a thousand angels
Triumphs over all the powers of evil. 

Sanctuary

The word ‘sanctuary’ comes from 
the Latin ‘sanctus’, meaning ‘holy’. 
Originally it meant the sacred space 
round the altar, or around a shrine 
where pilgrims came to venerate 
the relics of a saint. Later, under 
mediaeval church law, the sanctuary 
in a church offered immunity to people 
fleeing arrest. Today it is used to 
describe any place of peaceful safety.

The story of St Melangell begins with 
her offering sanctuary to the hare 
chased by Brochwel, and continues 
down the ages. 

The Shrine Guardian with her 
guardian, Barnie the labradoodle.  
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Pennant Melangell 
today

St Melangell’s church is open 
every day so that people can 
easily find the refuge, prayer and 
healing that is 
traditionally 
offered here. 
Inside the 
church, above 
the rood 
screen, is a 
bronze figure 
of the risen and 
compassionate 
Christ with arms 
outstretched, 
welcoming 
all who seek sanctuary and the 
healing love of God in this holy 
place.

Morning Prayer is said every day at 
9am, and Evening Prayer at 5pm. 
From Easter onwards there will be 
pilgrim prayers every day at noon, 
except for Thursdays, when there 
is Holy Eucharist, anointing and 
laying on of hands. On Sundays 
there is a service of reflection at 
3pm. 

Other services can be arranged  
according to the season, or to 
meet special requirements. 

Hospitality is also usually available 
after services at the St Melangell 
Centre, where individuals and 

groups can meet 
for a chat and 
refreshments. 
Retreats 
can also be 
arranged, and 
there is a small 
hermitage here 
for those who 
seek sanctuary 
in this way. 
Residential 

accommodation close by can also 
be arranged. 

Sanctuary can as well be found in 
the Centre’s surroundings, which 
form part of the Quiet Gardens 
Movement. 

Why not come to explore Pennant 
Melangell, either by yourself or 
with a group? Sanctuary, spiritual 
refreshment, ancient yew trees, 
wonderful scenery, and a very 
friendly welcome await you.

Regular Services:
 Daily
9am: Morning Prayer
Noon: Pilgrim Prayers (after 
Easter)
5pm: Evening Prayer

Thursdays 
Noon: Holy Eucharist, anointing 
and the laying on of hands
Sundays
3pm: Service of reflection 

Find out more... 

Many readers will be familiar with 
the Shrine and the Centre, and I 
welcome suggestions for future 
quiet days and reflective events. It 
would also be good to hear from 
anyone who would be willing to 
take part in occasional concerts, 
talks and exhibitions in this 
beautiful setting. 

The Shrine Guardian, Christine 
Browne, can be contacted at: 
01691 860408 / 
saintmelangell@tiscali.co.uk
Visit: st-melangell.org.uk

Where past and 
present meet 

St Melangell’s compassionate 
example, and traditional 
association with sanctuary and 
care is needed now more than 
ever. Perhaps we share with 
her more that we realise, as the 
priest and theologian Donald 
Allchin wrote:

“It is a story which speaks to 
us about the clash between a 
violent and aggressive world 
and a way of life which puts 
all its trust in God. It is a way 
of life which is prayerful and 
quiet, full of compassionate 
care for all living things. It 
makes vivid something of early 
Celtic Christianity which greatly 
fascinates people today living in 
a world which is very different 
and yet strangely familiar.”
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Pause for 
Thought
 

Munud i 
Feddwl

As Lent ends and Easter approaches, the 
author and former editor of the Bible Reading 
Fellowship the Revd Naomi Starkey shares a 
reflection from her recent book, The Recovery 
of Hope.

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that 
they might go and anoint him… They had been saying 
to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from 
the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, they 
saw that the stone…had already been rolled back.  As 
they entered the tomb they saw a young man, dressed 
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 
alarmed.  But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified.  He has 
been raised; he is not here.’ (Mark 16: abridged)

In his rising, as in his living and dying, Jesus confounds 
expectations once again.  If we did not know the story 
so well, if we were hearing it for the first time, we might 
find the details verging on the hilarious, inducing 
incredulous laughter along with tears of 
wonder.  That great stone has already been 
rolled back; inside the tomb is no body but a 
mysterious young man, very much alive; the 
women’s natural alarm is dismissed because 
their friend’s body has somehow 
disappeared.  This, though, is no 
story of a grave robbery. The one who 
was indisputably dead is now alive 
again.  

The joy of Easter does not have to 
be a solemn joy; it can be a festive 
roar of delight.  The impossible 
has happened: death has been 
defeated.  

Naomi Starkey, The Recovery of 
Hope (BRF, 2016), p.155-6

Wrth i’r Grawys dynnu tua’i derfyn a’r Pasg 
agosáu, yr awdur a chyn-olygydd Bible 
Reading Fellowship, y Parchg Naomi Starkey, 
sy’n rhannu myfyrdod o’i llyfr diweddar, The 
Recovery of Hope. 

Wedi i’r Saboth fynd heibio, prynodd Mair Magdalen, a Mair 
mam Iago, a Salome, beraroglau, er mwyn mynd i’w eneinio 
ef... Ac meddent wrth ei gilydd, “Pwy a dreigla’r maen i 
ffwrdd oddi wrth ddrws y bedd i ni?” Ond wedi edrych i 
fyny, gwelsant fod y maen wedi ei dreiglo i ffwrdd; Aethant i 
mewn i’r bedd, a gwelsant ddyn ifanc yn eistedd ar yr ochr 
dde, a gwisg laes wen amdano, a daeth arswyd arnynt. 
Meddai yntau wrthynt, “Peidiwch ag arswydo. Yr ydych yn 
ceisio Iesu, y gŵr o Nasareth a groeshoeliwyd. Y mae wedi 
ei gyfodi; nid yw yma.” (Marc 16: talfyriad)

Yn ei atgyfodiad, yn yr un modd â’i fywyd a’i farwolaeth, 
mae Iesu’n mynd yn groes i ddisgwyliadau unwaith eto. 

Pe na baem yn gwybod y stori mor dda, pe baem yn ei 
chlywed am y tro cyntaf, efallai y byddem o’r farn bod y 

manylion yn ymylu ar fod yn ddoniol, gan 
ennyn chwerthin anghrediniol ynghyd â 

dagrau o ryfeddod. Mae’r maen mawr 
eisoes wedi cael ei dreiglo ymaith; y tu 
mewn i’r bedd, nid corff sydd yno ond 

dyn ifanc â natur ddirgel yn ei gylch, sy’n 
fyw ac yn iach; caiff braw naturiol y merched 

ei ddiystyru oherwydd bod corff eu ffrind 
wedi diflannu rywsut. Ond nid stori am 
ladrad bedd yw hon, fodd bynnag. 

Mae’r un a oedd yn ddiamau wedi 
marw yn fyw eto yn awr.

Nid oes rhaid i lawenydd y Pasg 
fod yn llawenydd difrifol; gall fod 
yn gri llawn hwyl o lawenydd. 
Mae’r amhosibl wedi digwydd: 
trechwyd marwolaeth.

Cyfieithiad o eiriau Naomi Starkey 
yn The Recovery of Hope (BRF, 
2016), t.155-6

He is not here Nid yw ef yma                

The Easter Garden created in St Asaph 
Cathedral in 2016 / Gardd y Pasg a grëwyd yn 

Eglwys Gadeiriol Llanelwy yn 2016 
(photo: Nathaniel Ramanaden)
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North Wales 
to Walsingham 
Pilgrimage Ride
The charity, Tŷ Croeso Dawn 
Elizabeth House, has been 
selected as the recipient of the 
2017 Diocesan Offering.  
A new fund raising venture for 
the charity is the North Wales 
to Walsingham Pilgrimage Ride 
set up by Debbie Ellson and 
friends from St Ethelwold’s 
Church, Shotton (Borderlands 
Mission Area).  She describes 
the inspiration for the 
pilgrimage ride. 

The starting point for the North Wales 
to Norfolk Pilgrimage Ride came 
after a parish 
pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Our Lady 
of Walsingham, 
in Norfolk.  Here 
Julie Maddock, 
Adrian Johnson 
and myself forged 
our friendship and 
embarked on a 
journey of closer 
Christian fellowship.  At the Shrine, 
we found the love of Our Lady and 
this spiritual experience is something 
which remains with us. 
 
In September 2016, I returned from 
a charity cycle ride around the UK 
in memory of my daughter.  Julie 

approached me with an idea to 
embark on a cycling pilgrimage to 
Walsingham in 2017 and to raise 
money for charity.  Adrian agreed 
to join too and the Vicar of St 
Ethelwold’s, Fr Steve Green, gave 
his blessing to the idea.  So, from the 
starting point of new friendships, a 
sense of belonging, a feeling of being 
called by Our Lady, the Pilgrimage 
Ride idea started to take root.  During 
a chance conversation, Rob Dawson 
became the fourth member of the 
pilgrimage.

Of course, one doesn’t just pedal 
more than 200 miles without lots of 
preparation: route planning, booking 

accommodation, 
and training. 
There are weekly 
gym sessions 
and almost daily 
rides up many 
hills taking in even 
more miles as we 
train.

On 19 August, we will set off from 
Tŷ Croeso, calling at St Ethelwold’s 
the following morning for 8 o’clock 
Eucharist before pedalling every 
mile from North Wales to the feet of 
Our Lady of Walsingham over four 
days.  The cycling pilgrims, with our 
support crew of Pam Dawson and 
Olga Bakutyte, will be stopping at 

churches in towns along the way, 
starting and ending each day’s ride 
with prayer, fellowship and hopefully a 
soft cushion!

You can follow the Pilgrimage 
Ride in support of Tŷ Croeso 
via Facebook “North Wales to 
Walsingham Pilgrimage Ride” 
(https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1762978900636030/). 

Adrian Johnson, Father Steve at the back, Rob Dawson 

(orange jacket) Debbie Ellson, Julie Maddock. 

The diocesan offering officer, Roz Crawford 

being shown around Tŷ Croeso by its 

assistant manager Brenda Newell and hospital 

chaplain Stan Walker.

Tŷ Croeso Dawn 
Elizabeth House

Tŷ Croeso is a six-roomed unit 
that offers a safe, warm and 
comforting welcome for parents 
whose babies or children are 
critically ill and in the care of 
Glan Clwyd Hospital.  This 
welcome is not just about 
physical needs. Nor is it just a 
bedroom with washing facilities, 
a kitchen to prepare meals and 
a safe haven.  Tŷ Croeso with 
its team of volunteers offer 
daily psychological support, 
addressing the spiritual needs 
of parents and allows them 
some much needed time for 
reflection and recuperation.  
Find out more at www.ty-
croeso.org.uk. 
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Schools / Ysgolion

150 years of Ysgol St George

Swimathon Success

New Church School for Welshpool

Ash Wednesday 
in Brymbo

Ministerial Visit to Ysgol Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd

Celebrations are taking place 
throughout 2017 to mark 150 years 
since Ysgol St George was opened 
in St George near Abergele.  Bishop 
Gregory joined former students, 
teachers and the local Vicar, Kate 
Johnson, on 29 January for a service 
of celebration.  His chaplains for the 
service were current pupils at the 
school, Freya and Zara. Past pupils 
and teachers from the school took 
the readings and pupils from the 

Five year old Callum Dempster (left) is a pupil at 
St Mary’s Church in Wales Primary School, 
Ruabon.
When Callum’s family lost a close family member, 
Callum decided to do a ‘Swimathon,’ and raise 
money for Cancer Research UK.

Callum’s Mum said it was totally his own idea. He 
knew he could swim well and swam five lengths at 
Waterworld. His target was £200.00 but he raised 
an amazing £520.00 plus £119.50 with gift aid.

Callum brought his certificate to school and 
spoke to his classmates about it.

Headteacher Nicola Booth congratulated Callum 
on his wonderful achievement.

Plans have been approved for 
a new Church in Wales Primary 
School in Welshpool.  The cabinet 
of Powys Council met in January to 
approve the closure of four primary 
schools in the town and create a 

new English medium Church in 
Wales Primary School and a Welsh 
medium community primary school.  
The aim is for the new schools to 
be built and opened by September 
2018.

St Mary’s Brymbo uses Roots and 
Fruits as the basis for worship and 
cross curricular work so the theme 
of  Perseverance fitted well with their 
annual Ash Wednesday service. A 
number of parents and friends of the 
school attended the service when 
the significance of Ash Wednesday 
and Lent was explored. The children 
sang quietly whilst the House 
Captains ashed younger members of 
the school. 

Welsh Government Minister Alun 
Davies has visited Ysgol Llanfair 
Dyffryn Clwyd to see the success of 
its bilingual education model. 

The Church in Wales VC School is 
categorised as a dual stream school 
but over the last 10 years it has 
developed its own bilingual education 

school sang a song.   The older pupils 
performed a Choral Reading of Psalm 
18 and some of the school’s cornet 
players performed a fanfare to greet 
the Bishop.  Bethan Lloyd, a past 
pupil of St George, sang two songs.  
The Bishop presented a certificate to 
Councillor Delyth MacRae, the Chair 
of Governors, past pupil of the school 
and daughter of one of only ten head 
teachers in the school’s history.

model.  Pupils, regardless of the 
medium of their education, are taught 
together in the same classrooms 
while the main medium of instruction 
is through Welsh.

The headteacher Llinos Hughes 
and Chair of Governors Geraint Lewis 
Jones, explained to Mr Davies how 

the Welsh language benefited from 
this model by attracting families who 
would never consider sending their 
children to a Welsh medium school. 
The school’s success in achieving 
such high levels of bilingualism was 
commented on by Estyn teams in 
2010 and 2016. 
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Find out more….
 
Those exploring whether this 
ministry is for them are welcome 
to join Exploring Faith at the 
beginning of, or during, their 
vocational journey.

See the guide: Ministry Roles, 

Formation and Training in the 
Diocese of St Asaph available 
from the Diocesan Office and 
Website

Contact the Training 
Officer: Revd Dr Richard 
Hainsworth on 01352 840842 or 
exploringfaithasaph@gmail.com

In our series looking at 
licensed and commissioned lay 
ministry, the Diocesan Training 
Officer, Richard Hainsworth, 
explains the role of Reader.

What is a Reader?

A Reader is licensed by the Bishop to 
serve as part of the shared ministry 
team in the Diocese, usually rooted in 
a Mission Area.   

What can Readers do?

Readers are specialist preachers, 
teachers and leaders of worship. 
They can lead services such as 
family services, morning and 
evening prayer and other acts of 
public worship. Readers can also 
compose acts of worship, produce 
liturgies and may also write and 
lead intercessions.  With additional 
training, Readers can be licensed to 
conduct funerals.

Readers can also be involved in 
teaching work, such as leading bible 
studies or confirmation classes. 
Readers may also be naturally involved 
in the pastoral care of the church. 

How do I become a 
Reader?

Mission Areas should discern the 
need for Readers as part of their 
shared ministry teams.  If a person 
feels called to Reader ministry they 
are referred via the Diocesan Office 
and will be given a Vocations Advisor. 
This person will support the candidate 
in reflection until they are ready for 
their discernment boards. 

What sort of training is 
involved?

Candidates will study through the St 
Padarn’s Institute, typically for two 
years. The course involves academic 
study, usually through Exploring Faith: 
Theology for Life up to Certificate level.

Additional weekend and summer 
school residentials are held in Llandaff. 
Students will also have a Formational 
Cell and are expected to have a 
Spiritual Director as well as joining the 
Ministry Team of their Mission Area 
to gain experience. On completion of 
training, Readers are licensed by the 
Bishop at a public service.

Why I became a Reader

Sian Hatton-Jones 
from Rossett, 
near Wrexham 
was licensed as 
a Reader nearly 
seven years ago.  
She leads worship 
and preaches in 
churches in the 
Alyn Mission Area.

“On weekdays 
in term time, I 
can mainly be 
found teaching 
mathematics 
to teenagers or 
leading on Year 8 pastoral matters 
in school. In contrast, on alternate 
Sunday mornings, I can be found 
leading worship and preaching.  
Between this there is preparation 
for lessons, other school work 
and Sunday morning services 
to complete, along with regular 
Governor’s meetings, Parent’s 
Evenings and other commitments. 
No, it is not easy fitting it all in!  
Standing in front of a congregation 
is very different to standing in front 
of a class, or a school assembly, 
or advising 13 year olds on their 
wise use of social media, but I 
believe I am now much better at all 
these things because of my Reader 
ministry. If you are considering a 
calling to become a Reader, don’t 
wait until you retire, as Reader 
ministry will enhance all aspects of 
your working life.”

I want to be…a Reader
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Stories in the Crypt

Celebrations in Bagillt

D3 launch in Newtown Refurb in 
Brymbo

The first storytelling event in the crypt 
of St George’s Church, St George, 
Abergele took the theme of Love I have 
known in my life, writes David Miller 
from Aled Mission Area. Seven brave 
and very talented speakers variously 
told of their love of their children, their 
family, their patients, those they have 
met that have influenced them, their 
community and the land on which 
they were born.

The Church of St Mary and St Peter 
in Bagillt has been rededicated by the 
Bishop of St Asaph after being 
brought into the 21st Century with 
the addition of a kitchen and a toilet, 
new lighting and carpet, writes Robin 
Govier.

The service was attended by regular 
congregation members, members of 
Cytûn and former clergy.  The church 
singers sang two well received choral 
items and after the service excellent 
refreshments were provided by 

A new event aimed at teenagers 
and young adults in the Newtown 
area was launched on 8 March, 
writes Alex Mayes, Vicar of Kerry.  
All Saints Church was filled with 
amps, speakers and mics - ready 
for an event called D3 (meaning the 
day Christ rose from the dead).

The new St Mary’s Rooms in Brymbo, 
funded by the Wrexham Educational 
Trust, have opened and are already 
in regular use.  ‘Cooking on a 
Budget’ courses, church meetings, 
weekly Morning Prayer and Baptism 
preparation are held in the refurbished 
basement of St Mary’s School.  

Cass Meurig and Ali Roberts sang 
haunting Welsh folk songs, some they 
had composed themselves.

The beautiful old stone crypt has 
a powerful atmosphere by itself, but 
this was enhanced by skilful lighting 
and copious draughts of good wine!

The evening cost nothing to attend, 
but due to incredible generosity, 
we raised £180 for Hafal, the Welsh 
mental health charity.

Please follow us on Facebook at 
‘Stories in the Crypt’, and above all 
come to our next meeting in May - the 
date will be announced on Facebook!

members of the congregation.
Bishop Gregory gave a thought-

provoking sermon, our Priest In 
Charge, the Revd Brian Harvey 
and Interregnum priest the Revd 
Sue Moriarty assisted and prayers 
and readings came from church 
members.  Our former priest, the 
Revd John Geary, with his daughter 
Jillian, were welcomed back, as was 
the Revd Brian Taylor, who had been 
a previous vicar at the church for 25 
years.  

Three artists performed, beginning 
with local rising star, Milllicent 
Kendall from Newtown.  She was 
followed by Liverpool artists, Gary 
Maginnis and Cascadia Fault Line, 
who have recently been signed by 
Elbow’s label.  The Diocesan Under 
25s Officer, Tim Feak answered 
questions about how faith made a 
difference in his life and if having 
faith made things in life any easier.

Five14, a church known by all 
Twenty One Pilot fans, sent a 
special video message, wishing us 
all well.  

A great night was had by all. If 
you’d like to hear more about D3 
(maybe for your own Mission Area) 
please contact Revd Alex Mayes 
(rev.alex@btinternet.com).

Your News / Eich Newyddion Chi
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STUDIOSHIP

Films to look out for

Celebrations in Bagillt

Reformation 
2017

Pray for prisons

A group of Christian artists and 
writers, based around the Conwy area, 
have developed an online STUDIO to 
discuss and display their work. For 
some months now they have been 
painting and sharing their work and 
the problems they encounter.  

Now they are developing STUDIO into 
STUDIOSHIP, a ministry of bespoke 
exhibitions in local churches, often 
based around a theme.  Its mobility 
means that it is self-contained and can 
be easily set up and taken down. 

STUDIOSHIP’s first exhibition 
was in St Martin’s Eglwysbach and 
was about Changes of Name in the 
Scriptures.  They painted Paul/Saul; 
Peter/Simon; Mara/Naomi; Sarah/
Sarai. Images of the various roles 

The Promise (released on 28 April) is 
a powerful historical drama set in the 
last days of the Ottoman Empire, as 
medical student Mikael (Oscar Isaac) 
meets beautiful, sophisticated Ana 
(Charlotte Le Bon) and American 
journalist Chris (Christian Bale) in the 
city of Constantinople. The year is 
1915, and the Turkish authorities are 
about to begin a terrible persecution 
of Armenian Christians.  Through 
exploring this lesser-known chapter 
of history, The Promise reminds us 

It’s 500 years since Martin 
Luther began a chain of events 
which became known as the 
Reformation.  As a central part of 
the Reformation2017 initiative, a 
new website has been produced 
which provides access to research, 
a schedule of events, and 
most importantly a platform for 
discussing ‘95 ways to change the 
world’. This international dialogue 
will help participants to think 
biblically about the issues facing 
society and to collaborate with 
others to formulate radical plans 
for action. Find out more at www.
reformation2017.org 

With HMP Berwyn recently opened 
in Wrexham, now might be the 
time to consider getting involved 
in supporting prisons ministry.  
Prison Hope is a partnership of 
denominations, prison chaplains and 

organisations involved with prisoners, 
former prisoners and their families. It 
is encouraging local churches inside 
and outside prison to pray and share 
hope together. Find out more at www.
prisonhope.org.uk

Mary played during her life were also 
displayed. 

The second exhibition in St. 
Mary’s Church Conwy, started on 
Ash Wednesday and reflects the 
Challenges of Lent.

The members of STUDIOSHIP 
are Terry Mart, a retired Priest in the 
Church in Wales and former lecturer in 
Art, Ceri Leeder, a retired Art teacher 
who lives near Eglwysbach, and Clare 
Weiner, a writer from Oxford.  They 
have recently been joined by Angela 
Rigby Doble, a painter and writer, who 
lives and worships in Conwy.

If you are interested in the 
STUDIOSHIP concept, and would like 
to know more, please contact Ceri 
Leeder : ceri_leeder@hotmail.com

of the plight of today’s refugees and 
persecuted minorities.

In June, look out for The Shack, the 
highly-anticipated adaptation of the 
novel of the same name.  The film, with 
a stellar cast, tells the story of Mack, 
who, after the abduction and assumed 
death of his youngest daughter Missy, 
receives a letter from ‘Papa’ asking 
him to return to the shack where he 
believes Missy was brutally murdered. 
What he encounters there will change 
his life - and his faith - forever.

Resources / Adnoddau
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For more News visit http://
stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/
news/teuluasaph/teulu-asaph-
extra-bits/



Aled

Penedeyrn
Valle Crucis

Dyffryn Clwyd

Mold

Tanat Valley

Which Mission Area is which?
In each edition, we’re providing 
information to support the move to 
Mission Areas and we’ve had lots 
of requests for a map explaining the 

names and locations of each Mission 
Area.  The Mission Area Leader of 
Aber-Morfa, Ian Day, has created 
this map showing each Mission 

Area.  The map is also located at: 
http://stasaph.churchinwales.org.uk/
life/2020-vision/mission-area-map/

Aberconwy

Borderlands

Aled

Alyn

Denbigh

Wrexham

Aber-Morfa

Maelor

Elwy

Offa

Bryn a Môr

Valle Crucis

Estuary & Mountain

Penedeyrn

Caereinion

Dyffyn Clwyd

Tanat Valley

Pool

Mold

Vyrnwy

Cedewain


