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CLIMATE CHANGE: A DISCUSSION DOCUMENT FOR PARISHES AND MINISTRY AREAS 

DEVELOPING ACTION BY THE CHURCH IN WALES 

1. Purpose 

In September, the Governing Body of the Church discussed climate change. It recognised that this is 

one of the key challenges facing humanity in the current century, and passed the following motion: 

 It agreed that proposals for strengthening the Church’s action on climate change should be 

developed; 

 It invited dioceses to review their representation on the CHASE group (Church Action for 

Sustaining the Environment) to support this process; 

 It noted that the Ethical Investment Group is advising the Representative Body on how to 

take account of climate change in investment; and 

 Noted that the Governing Body will receive a report on progress in April 2016. 

The Adviser for Church and Society, the Rev. Canon Carol Wardman has been asked to engage with 

dioceses help identify proposals for action, in ways that reflect our faith and will help us to achieve 

our 2020 vision. These proposals will be put to a future meeting of the Governing Body for 

agreement. The process is being supported by CHASE. This paper offers an outline framework for 

discussion.  

A questionnaire has been circulated to parishes and ministry areas to share their thoughts and 

ideas on this important issue.  Responses should be made by the 29th February 2016. 

2. Climate Change 

There is firm scientific evidence that human actions are changing the world’s climate, and that this 

poses major dangers. There are clear theological reasons why the church should be at the forefront 

of a courageous and faithful response.     

Archbishop Barry recognised this in February 2012 when he signed Operation Noah’s Ash 

Wednesday Declaration1, which challenges the Church to realise that care for God’s creation – and 

concern about climate change – is part of the Christian gospel and the Church’s mission.   

The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report (IPCC) report, published in 2014, 

underlines how firm the science is.  A separate paper entitled CLIMATE CHANGE – THE EVIDENCE is 

available at http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/resources/climate-change/  

In addition to causing major damage to eco-systems, in terms of the impact on people, climate 

change during the rest of this century will hit the world’s poor hardest, for instance through the 

threat to global food supplies, food prices, and access to water, and because they do not have the 

wealth to shield themselves against the impacts. Poor communities typically live in areas at greater 

risk of flooding, and impacts of climate change will be disproportionately felt in countries where 

governmental systems and social cohesion are not strong enough to ride out the pressures.2  This is 

likely to cause many more people to become refugees, and pressures may lead to more armed 

conflict. 

The Evidence document also notes the IPCC analysis which underlines that the idea that there is a 

trade-off between the economy and climate change is an illusion; the real threat to the economy in 

the medium to longer-term is in ignoring climate change.  

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/resources/climate-change/
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We can make a choice to change. It is not too late for decisive action to be taken to avoid climate 

change reaching really dangerous proportions, but the longer the delay, the greater the costs will be.  

Cutting emissions will however mean a complex set of winners and losers. The political challenge of 

managing this so that agreements can be brokered and progress made, is really big.  The final stage 

of the current UN-sponsored international climate negotiations takes place in Paris this December. 

 

3. Theology 

The concept that we are stewards of God’s creation is widely acknowledged but the issues raised by 

climate change underline that caring for creation is an integral part of Christian faith today. 

 Loving our neighbour requires action on climate change, given that it will be the 

poor who are likely to suffer most; and the resource pressures caused by unchecked 

climate change will contribute to social and political instability, including armed 

conflict, particularly in countries where governmental capacity to cope with the 

added pressures is weakest. 

 Loving our neighbour means loving future generations, who will inherit the world 

after us. 

 We have an obligation to live with respect for God’s creation for its own sake, 

recognising that the non-human world in all its diversity contributes to our spiritual 

as well as material wellbeing, and should not merely be exploited for our benefit. 

Addressing climate change requires solidarity between rich and poor, between 

countries, and between generations, to work for the common good.  

 

4. Links with 2020 Vision 

Tackling climate change is therefore not a distraction from the central challenges the Church faces 

about its future. Rather, addressing environmental issues, and climate change in particular, can play 

a valuable role in helping the Church to grow and fulfil its mission: 

 It is integral to giving young people in particular a vision that shows how Christian faith is 

central to the big issues the world will be facing in their lifetime, including the environment 

and social justice. 

 Working with environmental and community groups offers opportunities to draw more 

people into the life of the church. 

 It can enrich church links with schools, and youth work. 

 It can deepen and enrich our faith, and put us on a path to a more respectful way of living; 

 It can help inform decisions about the pattern of Church presence in future, including 

ministry area size, composition and use of buildings. 

 It is good stewardship of the church’s resources: cutting emissions from better use of 

buildings and travelling patterns can reduce energy bills and other overheads. 

 

5. Overall Approach 

Some action will need to be taken at all-Wales level; the Representative Body will lead on these 

actions, under the guidance of the Bench of Bishops. But most action would fall to Ministry Areas, 

with the support of Dioceses.  
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Clearly it will be for Dioceses and Ministry Areas to decide what particular action they want to take, 

in the light of local needs and opportunities. The Representative Body, working with CHASE, will seek 

to provide encouragement, advice and support. 

Reflecting a proper awareness of these environmental issues into the way in which we live our faith 

will be a shared journey. Progress on the journey will depend on how good we all are at 

communicating, so that, for instance, Ministry Areas can share experience (positive and negative); 

Dioceses and the Representative Body can learn about successes and barriers to success, and 

consider how the barriers might be addressed.  

We would like your views on how best we can enable this shared learning process. Our initial 

thinking is that: 

 In addition to web pages on the Church in Wales website, we need to use social media to 

enable all involved, Ministry Areas, Deaneries, Dioceses, CHASE and staff serving the 

Representative Body, to exchange information and views; 

 We hope that Dioceses will make progress on developing action on climate change an 

issue for regular discussion in their meetings with clergy; 

 CHASE members have a key role to play in supporting discussion within their dioceses, and 

in feeding an overall picture back to the Church and Society Adviser at all-Wales level. We 

hope that Dioceses will make full use of their representatives on CHASE; 

 CHASE will meet twice a year to review and advise on progress. CHASE also thinks that, 

once a year, it would be useful for a wider gathering to be convened, so that interested 

Ministry Areas can send interested representatives to take part in discussions. 

Please give us your views! 

6. Proposed Areas for Action 

The Parish Green Guide (2008) was a significant first step in giving parishes guidance on 

sustainability and the environment generally.   It also included pointers on some of the practical 

steps that parishes can take to reduce their carbon emissions.  

We now need to build on this, promoting a greater shared theological understanding of the impact 

of climate change, encouraging and providing greater support for parishes in taking action, and 

making sure that we take appropriate supporting action at Wales-level.  In this way we will respond 

to the challenge facing us as stewards of God’s creation, practicing what we preach, and in the 

process strengthening and enriching the life of the Church. 

The proposed action areas for discussion with Dioceses and Ministry Areas are as follows. We 

hope Dioceses and Ministry Areas will feed in their views and comments on these areas. You may 

wish to keep the following questions in mind: 

 Please tell us about action you are already taking as a church on climate change 

 Do you support the actions proposed in this paper? 

 Which actions would you like to get involved in, as a Ministry Area? 

 What other actions would you like to see? 

 What opportunities do you see? 

 What support would you like to see? 

Please also feed in alternative ideas: the areas below are only meant to start discussion. 
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Proposed Action at Wales-level 

a) Weaving an understanding of climate change and its theological implications more closely 

into worship, prayer and study.  CHASE thinks that this is fundamental, to enrich and 

deepen how we understand and express our faith; and as a basis for action.  Much of this 

needs to happen with congregations at parish level, and to underpin this we need to help all 

church members to deepen their understanding of the issues.  The inclusion of climate 

change issues in theological training programmes is crucial. We propose to explore how this 

can be achieved in relation to ordination training and Continuing Ministerial Development, 

and also more generally. 

  

b) Investment policy. There are important considerations for our investment policy as a 

Church. The Church Commissioners in England and other church investors have reviewed 

their climate change policy, and the Church of England announced in May 2015 a 

combination of disinvestment from the most environmentally-damaging fossil fuels, while 

intensifying critical engagement with companies on other fuels.  The Church in Wales’ Ethical 

Investment Group is advising the Investment Committee on the approach in Wales. 

 

c) Influencing. Bishops will continue to issue key statements on Climate Change to coincide 

with key national and international events.  Congregations or groups within the Church in 

Wales who want to contribute to distinctively Christian voices calling for action on climate 

change are encouraged to link into the ecumenical campaigns run by organisations such as 

Operation Noah3 and A Rocha4.    

In Wales, there are on-going opportunities for the Church to influence action by Welsh 

Government. The Future Generations Act creates more opportunities at both Wales and 

diocesan level for the Church to engage with public sector planning arrangements. This will 

provide an opportunity for the Church to call for important issues to be addressed. 

Proposed action to support and encourage activity at local level 

d) Doing more to help parishes to reduce carbon emissions from church buildings and from 

travel. This can of course save Ministry Areas money in terms of fuel costs, as well as being 

good for the environment. There is a whole spectrum of action that could in principle be 

taken here, ranging from providing better information and advice and including the issue in 

quinquennial surveys, which is comparatively straightforward, through to much more 

ambitious options. If there was sufficient support from Ministry Areas, these could for 

instance include centrally-coordinated negotiations with commercial companies to get good 

deals on the supply of renewable energy, or on the installation of capacity to generate 

renewable energy. If we can get a sense of Ministry Areas’ appetite for action, it will help 

staff supporting the Representative Body in their assessment of the options. A separate 

document setting out possible actions in this area is available at: 

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/resources/climate-change/ 

 

The time and effort it can take to get a faculty to permit installation of renewable energy, or 

other measures to save energy and cut emissions, is often seen as a disincentive. The faculty 

process seeks to balance the needs of the church with the needs of the conservation of 

heritage through the advice of the Diocesan Advisory Committees and consultation with 

statutory consultees.  Conservation policy increasingly reflects the importance of 

appropriate measures in listed buildings to address climate change and there are now 

http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/resources/climate-change/
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numerous examples of good practice. It would be useful to have your views on how the 

process might be improved without compromising important standards. 

 

e) Including awareness of God’s creation, and the risks posed by climate change, in worship 

and prayer. A number of websites, such as Operation Noah and Eco-Congregation5, already 

offer a wide range of practical resources to support this. CHASE is working to ensure that 

appropriate resources are translated into the medium of Welsh. The scope for action is 

wide, for instance: 

 

- Marking important points and seasons in the Church calendar, building on the 

traditional links to the agricultural cycle. “Creation Time” can play a useful part 

in this.  

- Making links with themes in worship and prayer in support of Christian Aid and 

other charities tackling poverty in the developing world, given the threat that 

climate change poses to the world’s poor; 

- Experimenting with worship in the open-air, on suitable occasions; 

- Fasting. 

 

f) Encouraging congregations to take action in their own lives. Once more, websites such as 

Operation Noah and Eco-Congregation6, already set out a practical menu of steps that 

churches can take, ranging from the extremely simple to the more ambitious.   These include 

action by individuals and families, and action with local communities. There are, once more, 

opportunities to make the links with action in support of Christian Aid and others helping the 

world’s poor. 

 

g) Many parishes already do excellent work on ecology using the concept of ’God’s Acre’ in 

their churchyards. There is scope to work with local communities and environmental groups. 

In addition to the immediate benefits for wildlife, such action can help show a local 

community that a local church is environmentally-caring, support educational work with 

children, and draw more people into contact with the work of the church. It would be useful 

to know what whether more Ministry Areas are keen to get involved in this type of activity, 

and what might help. CHASE is also keen to explore the scope for partnerships with 

environmental groups at regional and Wales-level, to support local action. This could 

include, for instance, partnership with Wildlife Trusts. 

 

h) There are opportunities in all this for ecumenical action at local level, coming together with 

Christians from other denominations in Ministry Areas to take practical action, whether that 

be action to engage with local elected representatives, action on local ecology, or on 

generating renewable energy. 

 

i) Climate change is likely to mean more flooding problems in particular places; on vulnerable 

areas around the coast, as a result of sea level rise, and a greater risk of storm surges, and in 

particular places inland as a result of the pattern of more intense rainfall that is likely to be 

associated with climate change. Coastal flood management plans in West Wales are already 

highlighting that certain settlements may need to be abandoned to the sea this century. It is 

often local issues like this that can help people engage with climate change as a practical 

reality not an abstract and distant global issue. Churches are often drawn into practical 

action to help local people whose homes have been flooded. It would be useful to know 
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whether Ministry Areas are involved in planning to help their local communities in the event 

of flooding. 

 

 

j) Looking at how to weave Christian perspectives on the environment and climate change into 

churches’ engagement with their local church and state schools, and also into youth work. 

Young people will have to cope with the consequences as climate change brings more 

serious problems. It is their future; opportunities can for instance be created for groups of 

young people to present their concerns to congregations. 

 

7. Timetable 

A report on progress will be brought back to the Governing Body at its next meeting in April, and it is 

hoped that some actions can begin quickly, building on what Ministry Areas are already doing. Full 

proposals will be put to the Governing Body meeting in September 2016.  

                                                           
1
 See http://operationnoah.org/what-we-do/ash-wednesday-declaration/ 

2
See for example: 

 Christian Aid:  Time for Climate Justice paper no 11, Oct 2013: Loss and damage:  Protecting the most 
vulnerable (http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/time-for-climate-justice-11.pdf);  

 Janice Ian Manlutac Regional Change Lead - Building Resilience, Oxfam GB in Asia:  Five issues the 
2015 climate agreement needs to address (http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/blog/2015/07/five-
issues-the-2015-climate-agreement-needs-to-address) 

3
 http://operationnoah.org/ 

4
 http://arocha.org.uk/ 

5
 http://ecocongregation.org/ 
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 http://ecocongregation.org/ 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/time-for-climate-justice-11.pdf
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/blog/author/janice-ian-manlutac
http://ecocongregation.org/
http://ecocongregation.org/
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