
Redeemer Basics Manual by Redeemer Church - Round Rock, TX, is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

BASICS CLASS MANUAL

2013 Edition - Version 3.2

http://www.redeemerrr.org/
http://www.redeemerrr.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_US


Table of Content

Section 1: Introduction to the Redeemer Family
I. Redeemer’s Vision & Values
II. The Story of Redeemer
III. Church Leadership

Section 2: Gospel
I. Gospel Message
II. Gospel Power
III. Gospel Purpose

Section 3: Community
I. Gospel Identity: Who We Are
II. Everyday Rhythms: How We Live

Section 4: Mission
I. The Church Gathered 
II. The Church Going

Section 5: Closing Thoughts
I. Next Steps: How do I partner with Redeemer?
II. Next Steps: If you are not quite sure yet....
III. Q & A Time

Appendices
I. Appendix 1 - Doctrine
II. Appendix 2 - 8 Things To Consider About Redeemer
III. Appendix 3 - Our Hopes For Missional Communities
IV. Appendix 4 - Sample Missional Community Covenant
V. Appendix 5 - Our Networks and Affiliations 
VI. Appendix 6 - Baptism

*Some of the following content has been influenced by Austin City Life and Soma Communities 
Tacoma. These two churches have influenced this material, and we are thankful for their 
friendship.

   2



SECTION 1 | VISION & VALUES
GOSPEL. COMMUNITY. MISSION.

We are a Christ-centered family making disciples in our city by displaying 
and declaring the Gospel of grace.

How do we do this?  We do this through making disciples who are rooted in their new 
identity in Christ (a family of servant missionaries). We want to see all disciples growing 
by the power of the Spirit, see all of life in light of the Gospel; addressing our minds, 
hearts, and actions with the good news of Jesus.

OUR VISION
Our vision is to reproduce missional communities throughout the north Austin suburbs, 
leading to new expressions of the church throughout the region. 

This vision is driven by three core values:
• Gospel: Jesus changes everything. It is his life, death, resurrection, and ascension that 

stands as the central focus of everything we do.
• Community: God is forming a family for himself. The Gospel brings us into a new 

community gathered around Jesus.
• Mission: Jesus gives us a new purpose.  He calls us to reorient our lives around his 

purpose of making disciples by displaying and declaring the Gospel of grace. 

A SHORT STORY
THE STORY OF REDEEMER

The vision of Redeemer started in Lubbock, Texas. It was there at Redeemer Lubbock 
that the Reeves family was able to be a part of a Gospel-centered church that challenged 
and encouraged them. Their calling to church planting was clarified and confirmed 
through the leadership and community at Redeemer Lubbock, and a church planting 
team started to form and dream about starting a new church together. In January 2010, 
Josh and Lauren began the assessment process with the Acts 29 network. During this 
time they wrestled with where God was sending them, and in the end knew that God was 
calling them to go back home to the Austin area.

In December 2010, the Reeves family moved to Round Rock, and Josh began an 8-
month residency at Austin City Life. A few months into the residency the Reeves started 
a missional community in their home with neighbors and friends. By the time the 
residency, was finished, that missional community had grown to over 25 adults. Over the 
next few months, others were sent out to start new missional communities in their 
neighborhoods. In January 2012 the church started gathering on Sundays for training 
and prayer. On Easter 2012 the first “official” Sunday worship gathering took place. Since 
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that time, we have continued to multiply missional communities and the family has 
grown. We are seeing lives transformed by the Gospel as people learn to be a family 
together on mission. 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
HOW DOES LEADERSHIP WORK?

Redeemer is an independent church, but we voluntarily align ourselves with a few 
organizations for the sake of networking, support, and mission. Our partnerships are with 
the Acts 29 Network, Soma Communities, and the Williamson Baptist Association. The 
primary partnership is with the Soma Family, through which we are working to plant 
churches. Our vision is to establish a church-multiplication hub in central Texas by 
working together with other Soma churches in our region. A leadership team comprised 
of staff leaders from Redeemer and our sister church, Austin City Life, is working to carry 
out this vision. Although we are working closely with other Soma churches, each church 
retains local, biblical leadership. (For more information on our partnership with Soma 
Churches see appendix 5.)

BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP
The Trinity is the ultimate authority over Redeemer--expressed through the Word of the 
Father, the reign of the Son, and the leading of the Spirit. As a church that looks to God’s 
Word for authority on matters of faith and practice, we follow the church leadership 
guidelines given in Titus and Timothy regarding leadership in the church. 

We are an elder-led church that is comprised of trained, tested, and approved men who 
are accountable to one another, the church, and God. We also rely on a leadership team 
comprised of staff members for daily decision-making. 

It is critical that a church function under the authority of God, with Christ as our Head, not 
the pastor or leadership team. Thus, the church is called to submit to their leaders as 
unto the Lord. Those who join our church commit to give cheerfully of their time, 
creativity, spiritual gifts, and finances as an act of worship to King Jesus, a blessing to the 
church community, and as a witness to the city. 

DEFINITIONS OF LEADERSHIP
Jesus as Head -  Scripture informs us that Jesus is Lord of the Church, Head of the Body 
(Col 1:18; Eph 4:15); the Cornerstone of the Temple (1 Pet 2:6-7; Eph 2:20); the Chief 
Shepherd of the Flock (Heb 13:20); Lord of the Harvest (Luke 10). Therefore, Redeemer 
submits to Christ and his Word as our ultimate authority in faith and practice.

Local Elders - The elder team is comprised of qualified men who meet the qualifications 
in Scripture. These men may be a part of our staff leadership team or non-vocational 
elders whose main responsibility is to shepherd the flock of God with wisdom and 
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integrity. Elders oversee and shepherd specific missional communities, as well provide 
general direction and vision for Redeemer as a whole.   

• The Basics: An elder is a man who (i) meets the qualifications in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and 
Titus 1:6-9, (ii) is recognized by his congregation as an elder, and (iii) and leads the 
congregation by teaching the Word (1 Tim. 3:2), praying for the sheep (Jas. 5:14), and 
overseeing the affairs of the church (1 Pet. 5:2).

• Plurality: In the New Testament, local churches consistently have a plurality of 
elders (Acts 14:23, 20:17; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 5:17; Jas. 5:14). Christ, the Chief Shepherd, 
means to care for his flock through a number of godly men who together teach, 
guard, guide, protect, and love the sheep. This means that every local church, 
following the leadership of their pastor, should look out for men who are already 
doing the work of an elder and appoint them to the office.

Deacons- Deacons are men and women who meet and maintain the standards 
expressed in 1 Timothy 3. These men and women may be vocational or non-vocational 
deacons whose main responsibility is to serve the church in order to further its ministry 
and support the elders to do the work of leading, preaching, teaching, study, and prayer. 
Deacons have been assessed and appointed for a specific area of service by the local 
elders. Redeemer has both male and female deacons.

• Ministry Team Leaders are qualified men and women who provide oversight and 
leadership for a specific ministry, e.g. Set Up/Tear Down, Hospitality. Qualifications 
should fit the spirit, not the letter, of 1 Timothy 3. 

• Missional Community Leaders are qualified men who work as a team with their 
spouses (when applicable) to provide pastoral and missional leadership for 
missional communities. Qualifications should fit the spirit, not the letter, of 1 Timothy 
3. Missional community leaders will be coached and equipped by their local elders.

DISCIPLES WHO ARE LEADERS
The fundamental identity of a Christian is disciple. Leaders are disciples first and elders, 
deacons, missional community leaders second. Disciple is an identity; everything else is 
a role (mother, worker, etc). Like any Christian, leaders are grounded in the acceptance 
of Christ not the performance of their roles.  

REDEEMER ELDERS
Josh Reeves - Leads Ryan’s Crossing MC, Oversees all East MCs
Jordan Elder - Leads Creeks MC, Oversees all Central & West MCs
Weston Littrell- Co-leads Chandler Creek MC, Oversees all East MCs

REDEEMER DEACONS & MC LEADERS
Nathan Killion - Sunday Gathering Logistics
Tyler Daniel - Worship & A/V
Chad Hilliard - Chandler Creek MC Leader
Kevin Aderholt - West MC Leader
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REDEEMER STAFF TEAM
Josh Reeves - Leads in Vision, Coaching, Leadership Development, and Preaching
Jordan Elder - Leads in Operations, Sunday Gathering, Training, and Preaching 
Weston Littrell - Leads Antioch School, Redeemer Kids (Part-time)
Tyler Daniel - Church Planting Resident (Part-time)
Tyler Gatewood - Church Planting Resident (Part-time)

   6



SECTION 2 | THE GOSPEL OF JESUS
MESSAGE. POWER. PURPOSE.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
Hearing and responding in faith to the gospel message is foundational to life as a 
disciple.  The word gospel simply means “good news.” It is important for us to have a full 
understanding of what this good news is, as it was historically proclaimed by the 
Apostles.  One helpful passage where we see the fullness of the gospel message is 
found in Peter’s sermon in Acts 10:34-48. This is the first time that the gospel is 
proclaimed to the gentiles. We learn from Peter that at the center of the gospel message 
is the person and work of Jesus Christ. Let’s read through the passage together.

Consider some of the key points he makes in his preaching:

• The message of peace was sent to Israel through Jesus Christ -- He is Lord of all.
• Jesus was anointed by God and went about doing good by the power of the Spirit.
•He was put to death on a cross by the Jewish people but God raised Him up on the 

third day.
•He appeared in a physical body to the Apostles and witnesses who ate and drank with 

Him after He rose from the dead. 
•He commanded the Apostles to preach to the people and to testify that He is the One 

appointed by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead.
•All who believe in Him will receive forgiveness of sins.
•All of this was predicted by the prophets in the Old Testament.

All of the Gospel proclamation captured in the book of Acts is centered around the 
person and work of Jesus Christ, and those who believed this message where 
considered true believers.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.As you consider the fullness of the Gospel message proclaimed by the Apostles, what 

parts are commonly left out today?
2.Why do you think the apostles included all the elements they did in their Gospel 

proclamation? 
3. What are some of the dangers of not getting the whole message of the Gospel

THE GRAND NARRATIVE OF SCRIPTURE
The gospel message proclaimed by the Apostles was not merely “You’re a sinner, and 
Jesus died for your sins.” It was a full proclamation of the person and work of Jesus. And 
it was fully grounded in the story that God has been writing from before creation. Just as 
with the original hearers, we cannot really understand the gospel without understanding 
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God’s story, the grand narrative of Scripture. We can summarize the key points of the 
story as Creation / Fall / Redemption / New Creation.

CREATION 
God, who always does what is good, right, and perfect, created a world to reflect his 
truth, beauty, and goodness. Out of everything he created, humans were his most 
cherished creation, made in his own image, and entrusted to rule over the earth. Adam 
and Eve (the first humans) were given ultimate purpose-- to fill the earth with God’s image  
by creating life, community, and culture. 

FALL
What was once declared “very good” was shattered. Adam & Eve rejected their divine 
purpose in order to seek their own glory, thus distorting the image of God. Humanity 
multiplied a marred, self-centered image (Gen. 3; Rom. 1). As a result, the community and 
culture that followed is in glorious ruin, beautiful and broken. Everything in its beauty 
testifies to a good and powerful Creator (Rom. 1). Yet, everything in its brokenness is in 
need of redemption (Rom. 8). Before expelling Adam & Eve from the Garden of Eden, 
God mercifully promised to send a Redeemer to rescue humanity and crush the evil one 
(Gen. 3:15).

REDEMPTION
After humanity’s failure, God called out a new people to spread his glorious image—
Israel. However, like Adam, Israel also rebelled against God, seeking her own glory. 
Before expelling Israel from their land, God mercifully promised to send one, faithful Jew 
who would restore humanity—Jesus Christ. Like His Father and in the power of the Spirit, 
He only did what was good, right, and perfect. He would prove to be the better Adam, 
Abraham, Moses, and David—the ultimate human, father, rescuer, and king.

NEW CREATION
Jesus’s first coming initiated a redemption that is yet to be completed. Throughout the 
New Testament we encounter the promise of a renewed humanity and creation. This 
renewal is already-not-fully. We are redeemed people (Eph. 1:7) but wait for the final day 
of redemption (Eph. 4:30). We are renewed but long for the renewal of all creation (Rom. 
8:18-25). Our discipleship is characterized by hope in Jesus who redeems and will rule 
over a renewed creation. God has called us to presently join him renewing all things 
(Rev. 21:5), community and culture, in the power of the Spirit, to be a foretaste of our 
promised future—a new humanity in a renewed heavens and earth! 

DISCUSSION QUESTION
1.How does a better understanding of the story give us a better understanding of the 

gospel?
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RESPONDING TO THE MESSAGE
REPENTANCE, BAPTISM, & DISCIPLESHIP

Throughout the book of Acts we see a clear pattern emerge of people hearing the 
Gospel proclaimed, repenting (turning from idols and false beliefs and turning to Jesus), 
being baptized (identifying as belonging to Jesus and his people), and being taught. 
Those who responded were turning from idols to Jesus, and the first step of obedience 
was baptism. Baptism was an outward sign of an inward change. They were now 
identifying themselves with Jesus and his people. After being baptized these new 
believers needed to be taught. So they were brought into local churches where they 
learned how to live out their new identity as disciples of Jesus.

Consider Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 2:37-42

1.REPENT & BELIEVE
When we hear “repent and believe” with modern ears, we assume that it means to quit 
sinning (repent) and believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead (believe). This is not 
what Jesus or the Apostles meant. What they meant was abandon your agenda and 
embrace His agenda. Turn from false promises (repent) and turn to His true promises 
(believe). This is the same response demanded of us today. It is not simply enough to 
believe the story or understand the facts of the gospel. Upon hearing the gospel, we are 
called to respond in faith to the Lord Jesus. How can we respond to the gospel?

Repentance means to give up on your agenda. Turn away, not simply from sin, but from 
believing false promises. God wants your heart, not just your morality. Repentance is a 
stepping stone to true joy. False promises -- like— “Be bright, witty, and wise and people 
will give you the acceptance you need.”-- aren’t truly satisfying. No human can offer 
perfect acceptance or lasting joy. 

To believe is to place your faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as your 
means to salvation and life, trusting the promises of God. Jesus’s call to repent and 
believe was a call to give up on all other agendas and false promises and trust him and 
his work and promises. Notice that the facts of the gospel are not the object of our faith. 
Neither is our faith the object of our faith. Faith in faith or faith in facts is not saving faith. 
Faith in the person and work of Jesus, who he is and what he has accomplished for us, is 
true saving faith.

2. BE BAPTIZED
Again, we see a clear pattern emerge from the book of Acts. Those who believed the 
message were instructed to repent and be baptized. They were turning from idols to 
Jesus, and the first step of obedience was baptism. Baptism was an outward sign of an 
inward change. The word baptism in the Greek literally means “to immerse, to dip.” 
Baptism was a practice of immersing an individual in water. It was symbolic. It meant that 
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you were becoming a follower of a certain teacher or the message they were teaching. 
Secondly, it meant that you were also identifying with a new way of life, a new people. 

There are two things we should see baptism as symbolic for.
1. Publicly Identifying With Jesus & His Message - I have heard the Gospel message of 

Jesus, I believe it, and now I want to align myself with Jesus. I am identifying with him 
in his death, and with his resurrection. If you think about the imagery of baptism, this 
is what it is signifying. I am lowered under the water with Christ, my old self 
crucified with him, buried with him, and then I am raised to resurrection life with 
him. 

2. Publicly identifying with a new community - Now as the person is raised up they are 
embraced by this new community around them. This is a new family that is born of the 
Spirit not simply of flesh. We don’t get this part as much in our individualistic cultures, 
but in a muslim or Jewish community people understand what this means. People can 
accept Jesus all day, but their family is up in arms when the are baptized. While 
baptism doesn’t diminish the individual, it is corporate in its nature. I am now a part of a 
new community that lives out their new identity together as God’s people. As a part of 
this new community there is also an understanding that I will be discipled.

3. BE DISCIPLED
After being baptized I am now a part of a new community that lives out their new identity 
together as God’s people. As a part of this new community a new disciple needs to be 
rooted in their new identity, learning to live in line with the Gospel.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How have you responded to the Gospel (repent, believe, be baptized & taught)?
2. Why is it important that we not only hear the message but respond to it?

GOSPEL POWER
As we have seen, the Gospel is a historical message proclaimed by the Apostles and 
rooted firmly in what the person of Jesus Christ accomplished in real history. But the 
gospel isn’t just a message; it is also deeply personal. Romans 1:16 tells us the Gospel is 
the power of God to save, and the power of the Gospel doesn’t stop with our initial 
response. Let’s look at the power of the Gospel and how God personally has saved us, is 
saving us, and will save us in and through the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

In the book of Romans, the apostle Paul gives us one of the most detailed expressions of  
the gospel and theology in all of the bible. In Romans 1:15-16 he says, “I am eager to 
preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek.” He then goes on in rich and deep detail to unpack the power of the 
gospel to save everyone who believes. Below we’ve summarized the “power of God to 
save everyone who believes,” looking thematically across the scriptures.
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We have been saved from the penalty of sin...
Every human being has rejected God, sinning and rebelling against him. Just like Adam 
and Eve, we have all chosen to worship creation over the creator. Although God is 
knowable by all, not one has chosen to honor him as God. Because of this we are guilty, 
under the wrath of God, justly deserving the penalty of sin, which is death. But showing 
his great love for his creation, God sent the Son who honored him perfectly in his life, 
absorbed God’s wrath on the cross, and paid our price in his death. His resurrection 
assures us that the price has been paid. In Christ, we have been saved from the penalty 
of sin and are no longer enemies of God. Now we are his dearly loved children, his 
adopted sons and daughters. 

We are being saved from the power of sin...
Once slaves to sin, doing its will, we are now being freed from the desires of the flesh. 
The Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead is the same Spirit who is at work in the life of 
every believer, bringing about transformation through continual repentance and faith in 
the gospel. As we learn to bring every aspect of our life under the lordship of Jesus 
Christ, we are being saved from the power of sin and experiencing real and tangible 
transformation. This transformation is God’s will for our lives, and he has given us every 
thing we need for it-- his Spirit, his word, and his church.

We will be saved from the presence of sin...
Although we still experience the presence of sin in our lives every day, there will be a 
day when we won’t. Jesus will one day return and will make an end to sin, suffering,
evil, and brokenness. He will establish a new heaven and a new earth. When he does, 
those who trusted in the gospel message will be saved and will enjoy life in God’s 
presence forever. Those who rejected God and trusted in something or someone other 
than Jesus for their life and justification will be separated from God forever. It is our job 
as the church to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, and to display the foretaste of God’s 
kingdom, so that people will hunger for it and put their faith in Jesus Christ.
This is the gospel that Paul says “I am not ashamed of...for it is the power of God for 
salvation for everyone who believes”. It is indeed “good news” because God is 
completely aware of our sin problem, but in and through the work of Jesus Christ, he has, 
is, and will resolve it for his glory and his glory alone!

We have been saved from the penalty of sin (justification), we are being saved from the 
power of sin (sanctification), and we will be saved from the presence of sin (glorification). 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How are you feeling? What are you thinking after hearing the power of the gospel?
2. What would be different in your life if you walked in this power?
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GOSPEL PURPOSE 
The Bible isn’t just a story about humanity and our sin problem. It is a single, amazing, 
true story about God. He is the author and the hero. It is a story about who He is and 
what He has done. Yes, in Jesus, He powerfully and personally rescues us and sets us 
free from sin and death for his glory, but it goes beyond us. We know from the grand 
narrative of Scripture that God is reconciling all things in heaven and on earth in Christ, 
and this has been his plan from the fullness of time (Ephesians 1:10). 

We can sum it up this way:
The gospel is the good and true news that Jesus has defeated sin, death, and evil 
through his own life, death, and resurrection and is redeeming all creation, including 
us. 
 
Through the story of God we see the good news is that God sent his Son to redeem the 
world from the effects of sin and create a new humanity. Eventually the whole world will 
be renewed to the way God originally created it. Rebellion, death, decay, injustice, and 
suffering will all be removed. In the New Creation, God will be seen by all for who he truly 
is—he will be glorified. (Ephesians 2:10,14-22; 2 Corinthians 5:15-21; Revelation 21) 

How does this happen? Jesus helped clarify how we accomplish the purpose of the 
gospel by giving us his mission: “Go and make disciples”. (Matthew 28:19). As the arts, 
industry, politics, families—all areas of culture—are being filled with Jesus’ disciples 
bringing about his gospel renewal, the earth is being filled with his glory! This is the point 
of the renewal of all things—that God would be glorified!

The gospel is not just about my individual happiness or God’s plan for my life. It is 
about God’s plan for the world-- his glory filling the earth as the water covers the sea. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION
1. What problems arise if we don’t understand the purpose of the gospel?
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SECTION 3 | GOSPEL IDENTITY
A PEOPLE FORMED BY GOD’S GRACE

WHO ARE WE?
Most often people find their identity (fundamental self-worth, value, and happiness) in the 
people they belong to, the purpose they are living for, and the pursuit of things that make 
them happy.  This is hard-wired into every person, and because of sin, we have sought to 
find our identity in creation and not the Creator.  We look to good things in creation to 
give us the identity they were never designed to give. We use other people to give us 
self-worth, use our jobs to give us value. And we pursue our own happiness in serving 
the desires of our flesh. We have essentially replaced communion with the Creator God 
for communion with creation. What was made to express and display the greatness of 
God, has been twisted to provide us with what we are lacking.  Apart from God’s 
presence, everything in creation becomes about us. This is killing us, and it was not the 
way God intended for us to live.

We were created to image (display) God’s image. The bad news is....sin has distorted that 
image. The good news is... however distorted the image has become, it is not beyond 
redemption. We learned in the gospel that God is rescuing humanity through Jesus. In 
Jesus, we have a new identity. The image of God is being restored in his people. In 
Christ, we are no longer defined by the distorted fallen image, but by the resurrected 
Jesus.  He is the firstborn of a renewed humanity. Consider 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, 
and look, new things have come.”

As we grow to understand who we are in Christ, it changes the way we live. The New 
Testament teaches over and over that we have a new identity because of Jesus. And 
again and again, it calls us to "be who we are." Change is not about achieving something 
so that we can impress. It's about living out the new identity that God gives us in Jesus. 
So who are we?

Our new identity is given to us because we are now “in Christ.”  We are united with Christ 
by the Spirit who is at work within us. When we look at this new identity thematically 
across the scriptures we see three descriptors that stand out: Family (sons/daughters of 
God), Missionaries (sent ones of God), Servants (of a new King and Kingdom). Each of 
these are intimately connected, but it’s helpful to unpack who we are as disciples by 
seeing our identity through each lens. 
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GOSPEL IDENTITY
THE CHURCH IS A FAMILY OF SERVANT MISSIONARIES 

1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.

FAMILY
THE CHURCH IS GOD’S CHOSEN FAMILY

We submit to God as our Father and love one another as brothers and sisters.

We are God’s grace-formed people – his family – set apart to display to the world around 
us what he is like. The Bible tells us that when we put our faith in Christ, we are adopted 
God’s family. Simultaneously, we become Children of God and brothers and sisters with 
one another.  As God’s family, we see it as our responsibility to personally care for the 
needs of one another – both physically and spiritually.  (Genesis 12:1-3; John 1:12-13; 
Romans 12:10-16, Ephesians 1:3-10)

VERTICAL
We are God’s children (John 1:11-13) who are adopted and fully accepted and loved apart 
from any good behavior.  Because of our union with Jesus, we now stand before the 
Father holy and blameless (Ephesians 1:3-6). When I believe the Gospel, I know I have a 
perfect Father who loves me and accepts me, not because of what I've done, but 
because of what Christ has done. This leads me to worship God as Father; and obey his 
word because I love him. I don’t obey God in order to be loved by him. I now obey God 
because he loved me while I was still his rebellious enemy. I am learning to see God as a 
gracious and loving father.

HORIZONTAL
As children of God, we love one another as brothers and sisters. Jesus said this is the 
way the world will know that we are his disciples – by our love for one another.  We are 
now a family in Christ.  We are members of one body, joined together by our common 
union with Christ. This radically changes what our lives look like together.  We know and 
experience the Father’s love through the love we have for one another. We do this 
through committing to a missional community, involvement in a DNA group, and loving 
others in the path of our life like the Father loves us.

Discussion Questions
1.If we had all the value we need in our new identity in Christ (vertically), how would this 

change the way we live horizontally?
2.What does the life of a well-functioning family look like? How should this inform our life 

together as God’s family.
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SERVANT
THE CHURCH IS MADE UP OF JESUS’S SERVANTS

We submit to Jesus as Lord and serve one another as though we are serving Jesus

Fully God–fully human, Jesus took on the posture of a servant. He gave his life, even 
unto death, so that others could experience salvation, peace, and restoration. Jesus said, 
“I am among you as one who serves…” All those who follow Jesus are called to serve 
with the same humility. For us, this means joyfully submitting to Jesus as Lord, to the 
leaders he has placed over us, and to one another as we serve whomever God brings 
into our lives. We do whatever he leads us to do, whenever he tells us, and wherever he 
wants us to do it. (Matthew 20:25-28; 25:31-46; John 13:1-17; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Peter 
2:16)

VERTICAL
If I believe the Gospel, I am being set free from the lie that fulfillment is found in seeking 
my own definition of happiness. I am increasingly believing that Jesus is the source of all 
joy and happiness. I am no longer obligated to serve the desires of the flesh; but free to 
listen, and obey the Spirit; I can rest in the reign of Christ and serve him with a joyful 
heart. The more clearly I see Christ for who he is, the more I desire his rule and reign 
over my life. 

HORIZONTAL
As we learn to live out our identity as servants, we find that it creates a radically different 
kind of people. In contrast to the me-centered culture around us (and at work in us), we 
are a people considering each better than the other. We give a foretaste of what the 
eternal city will be like under the rule and reign of Jesus Christ. Together we live as 
servants to the King--who serve others as he served us.  This presents a tangible witness 
of Jesus’ kingdom, and to the power of the gospel to change us. We serve in such a way 
that it demands an explanation – lives that cannot be explained in any other way than by 
the Gospel of the Kingdom of Jesus. Our humility points to his ultimate humility.  Our 
posture as servants is patterned after the ultimate servant. And our sacrifice is motivated 
by the one who gave up his life for us. If we don’t serve others as Jesus served us it is 
because we have forgotten how we have been served by him, or because we haven’t 
really known him in the first place (Matt 25:31-46).

Discussion Questions
1. When you think of serving the church, what activities come to mind? 
2. What does it mean for the church to be a ‘city within a city’ – sanctified servants 

giving a foretaste of the full consummation of the Kingdom?
3. Where do you need to begin personally living out this identity? What are some steps 

you can take to do so?
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MISSIONARY
THE CHURCH IS SENT BY THE SPIRIT AS MISSIONARIES

We submit to the Spirit as our Sender and Leader and are empowered to display and 
declare Jesus to others.

God sent Jesus to Earth to take on human form and live within the culture. He worked, 
ate, and interacted among the people, living in such a way that those around him could 
see and experience what God was truly like. Jesus came so that all peoples, places, and 
things could be restored to a right relationship with God. Because we are united to 
Christ, we believe we are missionaries sent by God’s Spirit into our culture to restore all 
things to God through Jesus.  Our lives are now lived for the purpose of displaying and 
declaring Jesus.  We primarily live this out through involvement in a missional community. 
(John 1:14; 20:21; Colossians 1:19; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21)

VERTICAL
We once set out to make a name for ourselves and build our own kingdom. But now we 
have been given a new purpose. We are sent by the Spirit, not to find ourselves, but to 
display the one who has found us. If I believe the Gospel and can call God my Father, it is 
because God has given me his Spirit (Romans 8:14-17).   After Jesus said to his disciples, 
“As the Father sent me I am sending you”, he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. Then, 
when he commissioned his disciples to be his witnesses, he told them to wait for power 
from on high (Acts 1:8). He was referring to the Holy Spirit that the Father and Son would 
send (John 14:16; 16:7). Just as Jesus was sent by the Father, empowered and led by the 
Spirit, now we are sent as his missionaries by the same power and leading of the Spirit 
(Matt. 3:16-4:1; John 20:21).  

HORIZONTAL
As missionaries we are sent to share the truth about God’s love for the world through the 
sending of his Son. The Spirit has been given to us so that we can know what is true of 
Jesus (John 14:26; 16:12-15), live fruitful lives as evidence of the Gospel’s power to 
change (Gal. 5:16-24), be empowered to share it boldly (Acts 4:23-31), and trust that he is 
the one who convicts the heart and gives new life (John 3:4-8). All fruitful missionary work 
is a result of being people who are born of, filled with, and led by the Spirit.  Missionaries 
display (show with their lives together) and declare (share the Gospel message) the 
Gospel to the people they are sent to reach. If we are not living lives as missionaries, 
fulfilling Jesus’ mission, it is either because we don’t have the Spirit or we are grieving 
the Spirit by living in disobedience to what he is leading us to do. Mission is not an 
activity we do, it is who we are in Christ as God’s new people. 

Discussion Questions
1. What are your initial thoughts? What comments or questions do you have?
2. What would your life be like if you were sent to live as a missionary in China next year? 
3. What would change in our lives if we, and the people we lived life with, embraced this 
identity without moving overseas?
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EVERYDAY RHYTHMS
As a family of servant missionaries we live out our identity in the everyday rhythms of 
life--through sharing meals together, through celebrating and suffering, through listening 
to God and the world around us, through knowing the story, through blessing one 
another and others, through recreating together, and through our work--in all of life 
displaying and declaring the Gospel of Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 - So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God.

Most of what we do is extremely ordinary. In fact, we don’t want to add a bunch of extra 
things to your life, we just want you to live life intentionally. Do the everyday things you 
do in light of who you are in Christ. Do them together as a Family, with the posture of a 
servant, and the purposefully sent mentality of a missionary--in all of these, displaying 
and declaring the Gospel of grace. Jesus really changes everything! 

EAT
We regularly eat meals with others to invite them into the community of God. Meals are a 
daily reminder of our common need for God and his faithfulness to provide both 
physically and spiritually. Jesus called us to remember him and his sacrifice for us 
through a meal. When we eat together, we commune around this truth. We regularly eat 
meals with those not in our immediate family or circle of close friends, discipling them 
toward a life of dependence on God. (Leviticus 23; Matthew 6:11, 26:17-30; Acts 2:46-47; 
Romans 12:13)

CELEBRATE & SUFFER
We gather to celebrate God's extravagant blessings. We also gather around each other 
during times of suffering.  We see both celebration and suffering as opportunities to 
declare; to one another and the world around us--the presence and power of God.  This 
means we are a people that party together. We look for any excuse to celebrate God’s 
bountiful grace and point to the ultimate celebration we will one day enjoy. We are also 
quick to gather around those who are suffering, especially those in our community. We 
mourn with those who are mourning, but our mourning is not without hope. We know that 
one day day Jesus will wipe every tear away. (Leviticus 23; Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 
10:24-25)

LISTEN
We set aside regular times to listen to God in prayer.  We listen “backward” by regularly 
interacting with the Scriptures—the story and the Son.  We spend time actively listening 
“forward” to hear what God is saying to us today, applying his word. We also listen to 
what God is saying through his people, and to what the people are saying that we are 
sent to reach. (Mark 1:35-37; John 16:7-15; Hebrews 1:1-3; Romans 1:20)
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STORY
We understand that every person is living in light of a fundamental story (worldview). We 
have been rescued from the me-centered story, and awakened to the true and better 
story of God. God has been unfolding his story since before time began. By grace, we 
are part of this story and need to understand it and see how our lives are driven by it. 
Therefore, we regularly remind ourselves with the story by interacting with God’s word. 
We look for ways and times to tell the story often. We also take time to listen to others’ 
stories and help them find their lives within God’s story. (Genesis 1:1-2; John 1:1; Psalm 1; 2 
Timothy 3:16-17)

BLESS
We intentionally bless others through words, gifts, or actions. The resources (time, 
money, possessions, personalities, skills) God has given us are no longer viewed as ours, 
but as gifts for us to steward. God has blessed us so that we might be a blessing to 
others. God desires that all nations—all people—would be blessed through Jesus. And 
now, as his body, we live out this mission as we bless others. We intentionally seek God’s 
direction for who he would have us tangibly bless each week. (Genesis 12:1-3; Ephesians 
1:22-23, 2:8-10; 1 Peter 2:12)

WORK & REST
We regularly take time to rest our minds and bodies. We do this through Christ-centered 
recreation, relaxation, and restoration. We also work as those working for Christ.  Work 
no longer defines us, but it displays Christ. We work hard out of the rest we have in Christ 
to display and declare his glory in our unique vocational calling.  His creativity, 
compassion, care, and consistency are the values that flow from his grace to our work. 
We get to participate in God’s creative activity! (Genesis 1-2:3; Deuteronomy 5:12; Mark 
2:23-28; Hebrews 4)

Discussion Questions
1.What are your initial thoughts? What comments or questions do you have?
2.How would you day to day look different if you lived out your identity in some of these 

everyday things? 
3.  Have you considered that mission is not additional stuff you do but instead bringing 

gospel intentionality to the everyday things you are already doing?
4.What are some examples of how you have seen God work through the ordinary 

everyday events in your life?
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SECTION 4 | MISSION
THE CHURCH GATHERED AND GOING

As a church we live out our identity together in the everyday rhythms of our culture. We 
are constantly in a pattern of gathering and going together. We gather in a variety of 
ways as God’s people, learning and living out what it means to be a new family around 
Christ. We also go as a family into the lives of the people we are sent to disciple.  In the 
next session we will consider how this pattern, --gathering and going-- plays-out in the 
life of our church.

It can be said that the church lives in two contexts-- the gathered and the going.  If the 
whole of each of our lives belongs to God, then everything we do is for him.  The 
Scriptures show us a church that often gathers together as a family, and when it isn’t 
gathering, it is going to make disciples. At times, it is hard to draw a fine line between 
gathering and going. If we are following Jesus, the lines will be blurred at times. 
Nevertheless, we need to recognize the need for both of these contexts to exist. The 
church becomes distorted if we are only a church that gathers but never goes, and visa 
versa. When we stop going, we become closed off and self-focused. When we stop 
gathering, we lose our distinctiveness as God’s people and become indistinguishable 
from the culture around us. In this section, we will discuss mission through the contexts 
of gathering and going.

REDEEMER GATHERED

MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES
Missional communities are the primary way we connect with others and live on mission. 
These smaller groups of people (10-20) provide an opportunity to connect to God's family 
and grow as a disciple within Redeemer. Through these relationships, we mutually 
challenge and encourage one another to truly believe our Identity in Christ, and live life 
in everyday Rhythms that show the world around us the true picture of God.

Each missional community has answered the questions, "To whom or where is God 
asking us to take the good news of Jesus?" and "How are we going to do it?" The answer 
to these questions forms and shapes the life of each MC.  A missional community will 
meet regularly to eat, learn, pray, and be together on mission, living out the Gospel in 
real and tangible ways.

Missional communities are the primary way we experience what it means to be God’s 
family on God’s mission. We live out our identity in Christ together through rhythms of life 
that show the world what God is like.
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Let’s take a minute and define what a missional community is and what it isn’t. 

A Missional Community is NOT Primarily:

A SMALL GROUP: Yes, a missional community is a small group of people that meets at 
least once a week.  However, as you’ll soon find out, a missional community is so much 
more than a traditional church small group.

A BIBLE STUDY: The Scriptures play a vital, foundational role in the life of a missional 
community.  However, the goal of studying the Bible in an MC is not simply to gain more 
biblical or theological knowledge; it’s to foster our repentance from sin and turning to 
faith in the completed work of Jesus’ death and resurrection in our place.  As a result of 
this, we will be a people propelled outwardly in mission to our neighbors and our 
community

A SUPPORT GROUP: You will see that since a missional community is a family because 
of Jesus, they will carry and support one another’s burdens as they point one another 
towards their true Savior, Jesus.  However, the healing and restoration that Jesus brings 
is meant to be shared and spread rather than confined to a small group of people.

A SOCIAL ACTIVIST GROUP: You will see that a missional community is very active in 
their community because they recognize that Jesus is Lord over every sphere of life, and 
he calls his people to provide a foretaste of the final restoration of all things.  However, if 
they limit their activity to social activism, they realize that they are not being faithful to the 
fullness of Jesus’ mission.

A WEEKLY MEETING:  Just as the church is not a building, a missional community is not 
a weekly meeting.  A missional community is just that—a community of people 
participating in Jesus’ mission to the world. This should transform every sphere of life, 
not merely one night of the week. 

MISSIONAL COMMUNITY DEFINED
A missional community is a committed core of believers (Community) who live for the 
glory of God together in a specific area or to a particular people group (Mission) by 
demonstrating the gospel in tangible forms and declaring the gospel — both those who 
believe it and those who are being exposed to it (Gospel).

*For more information on missional communities, you can look at appendix 3.
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LOCAL EXPRESSIONS OF THE CHURCH
Several missional communities working together to uniquely express the gospel in their 
area of the city is what we call an expression.  An expression is led by the MC leaders 
and local elders. These expressions gather together at different times and in different 
ways for training, worship, prayer, and to jointly serve their area of the city. They are 
typically made up of 2-5 missional communities.  Expressions are critically important as 
they connect multiple MC’s to a common vision in a particular part of the city. 
Expressions have the capacity to do what individual MC’s might not be able to do on 
their own.

DNA GROUPS
A DNA Group usually consists of three people—men with men, women with women—
who meet together weekly or bi-weekly to disciple, nurture, and bring accountability to 
one another’s lives. DNA Groups are designed to be a place where believers can be 
honest, and genuinely fight sin together, helping one another grow in and live out our 
Identity and Rhythms. DNA Groups are not about seeking the approval of people; God’s 
approval—the only approval that matters—is already ours because of Jesus’ perfect life, 
death, and resurrection which makes us perfect. (Galatians 1:10; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

SUNDAY WORSHIP GATHERINGS
Sundays gatherings play an important part in the life of our church. The author of 
Hebrews exhorts us not to neglect gathering together regularly to encourage one 
another (10:25). Sundays are a unique, historic assembly of the church to gather around 
Christ, sit under God’s Word, receive counsel, prayer, and fellowship, and be changed by 
the Spirit on the spot through the presence of God and the preached Word. These times 
also allow the gifts of the church to be expressed through worship, stories, art, teaching, 
and more. Sunday gatherings exist to proclaim Christ and participate in Christ-centered 
community for the encouragement of the church and the glory of God.

Redeemer preaches the Gospel to disciple Christians and non-Christians into the hope of 
Christ. Sundays are missional—a place to hear the Gospel preached in the power of the 
Spirit. They are a great place to invite your neighbors, friends, and co-workers. While 
Sunday is not the sum total of church, it is a Christ-centered summary of church life. We 
celebrate Christ, eat his body and blood, rest in his work, listen to his Word, and serve his 
people.

REDEEMER KIDS
We believe that God has called parents to raise their children in the ways and truths of 
God. Parents are primarily responsible for training their children to live out their gospel 
identity in everyday rhythms of life as a follower of Jesus. We are committed to equipping 
parents to make disciples in their homes. Often when we gather, there are special 
opportunities for our children to be together as they grow and learn how to walk in the 
ways of Jesus. God has blessed us with a lot of kiddos at Redeemer, and we want to love 
them well!
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REDEEMER GOING

THE MISSION OF GOD
The missio Dei is a Latin phrase that means the “mission” or “sending” of God—the 
Father sending the Son, and the Father and Son sending the Spirit. God’s activity of 
mission arises from his missionary character. He is a sending, missionary God. His 
missional commitment to his glory among the nations forms the bedrock of our missional 
activity. 

A GOING CHURCH
As a result, mission is not merely something we do; it is something that we are. We 
discussed earlier that by our union with Christ, we now share in a new identity. Part of 
this identity as disciples is that we are missionaries (people who go with the Gospel). This 
is certainly something we do, but the doing is rooted in our identity as missionaries.  This 
is who we have been re-created to be. 

WHERE DO WE GO | LOCAL AND GLOBAL MISSION
In local mission, we want to introduce non-Christians to Christians in natural ways 
(remember the everyday rhythms we discussed). We gather to be equipped and 
encouraged, and then we go into the contexts of life to display and declare the Gospel of 
grace.  Remember, the church doesn’t just go, but the gathered people of God take their 
life together into the culture in which they are sent. 

LOCAL MISSION
In the future, we desire to plant more churches that plant churches. One of the primary 
ways we see this occurring is through the formation new expressions that mature into 
functioning churches in the greater Round Rock area. We hope to accomplish this by 
training new church planters each year through our church planting residency program 
that exists with Soma Central Texas. 

To do this, it means that we must be committed to sending out our best people. People 
who will display and declare the Gospel to another part of our city. We want more people 
to experience the family that God has given us. This happens at every level. It means 
missional communities will gather, and then as new disciples are made, they are 
commissioned to go. This will lead to new expressions of the church spreading into new 
parts of our city and region.

Locally, our hope is to saturate the Northern Austin suburbs with expressions of the 
church. We want this area to be saturated (1 MC for every 1000 people) with missional 
communities expressing what it means to be the church together. We want people to 
meet Jesus and join us as we discover what it means to be his people here in Central 
Texas. This means we will have to reorient our lives around the mission God has called 
us to. We might have to move around, change jobs, and adjust our schedules to reach 
the people God has called us to reach, but we know Christ is worth it!  

   22



GLOBAL MISSION
While we love our city, we also understand that there are people around the globe that 
have no access to the Gospel.  Think about that for a second...no Bible, no church, no 
missionaries, no access. This is a sobering reality for anyone who has “tasted and seen 
that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8). We are praying that God would send a tithe of our 
people to the most unreached people groups of the world.  We want to see people catch 
God’s heart for the nations; and give their lives to his work there. Because of this, every 
missional community commits to regularly praying for a specific unreached people group 
every year.

This is also another reason we are convinced that missional communities are the way 
God has called us to be the church.  We think that living life in missional community here 
will equip and prepare people to do the same in the most unreached parts of the world. 

Discussion Questions 
1. What are your initial thoughts? What questions or comments do you have?
2.How do you understand missional communities? What questions do you have about 

MCs?
3. What about the “gathering and going” terminology is helpful? Have you experienced 
more of gathered church or going church?
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Section 5 | Closing Thoughts
Where Do We Go From Here?

NEXT STEPS 
HOW DO I PARTNER WITH REDEEMER?

1. PARTICIPATE IN OUR SUNDAY GATHERINGS
Whether you are certain this is the church for you or still a little unsure, the easiest next 
step is to actively participate in our Sunday gatherings. At our Sunday gatherings you will 
have the opportunity to meet the people that make up Redeemer, as well as continue to 
learn the heart of our church as we worship together. It can be a mistake of the 
“missional church” to, at times, de-value the Sunday gathering. We want to ask you to 
commit to Sunday’s by showing up on time, using your gifts to edify the body, and being 
ready to learn and encounter the Lord. Active participation on Sundays is the first step to 
partnership.

2. COMMIT TO A MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES 
Connect with a Missional Community by:

• Visiting a First Sunday gathering to learn about the MC’s in your area.
• Email the Elder for your area and they will help you find an MC to join with.
• Go through the MC Commitment and Primer or sign the commitment already in 

place in the MC you are joining.
• Start sharing life together on mission with your MC.

Each missional community forms a commitment that is specifically adapted around that 
missional community’s missional focus. There are some things that are standard across 
all missional communities—such as the Gospel we believe, our new identity in Christ, and 
our commitment to the larger body of Redeemer across the city. And since each 
missional community exists within an expression, there are parts of the commitment that 
are standard for the whole Expression. *You can look at a sample MC commitment in 
appendix 4.

Each missional community will renew and revisit the commitment process yearly.  As we 
discussed earlier, our hope is that we would be regularly birthing new missional 
communities as we see new Expressions of the church planted all over the Central Texas 
area.

Once you have gone through the covenant process and signed your missional 
community’ commitment, we consider you a partner with the Redeemer family. The goal 
of this partnership is not to have you pass a series of tests to prove you agree with us 
theologically (although we value doctrine highly), but it is a concrete commitment to 
functionally join in with the work God has called us to in our city.
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3. GIVE 
To make the vision that God has given us a reality, it will take the cheerful and generous 
giving of God’s people. This includes finances, time, giftings, and resources. Below, you 
will find a simple projected budget. You will find that we operate on a very lean budget. A 
detailed budget is available upon request. 

22% of all money given to Redeemer goes towards church planting locally and globally.

HOW TO GIVE
(1) The easiest way to give to Redeemer is via our website, on the Give page. There, you 

can setup a monthly direct draft or give one-time gifts with your bank account. http://

www.redeemerroundrock.org/give

(2) You can also give cash or checks at our Sunday worship gatherings.

Redeemer is a registered non-profit, and all contributions are tax deductible. We will 
send every contributor a giving summary at the end of every year for tax records.

NEXT STEPS: IF YOUR NOT QUITE SURE YET....
We totally understand the "missional church" can seem a bit overwhelming; in fact, many 
of us have only experienced being the church this way for 2 or 3 years. If you feel a little 
overwhelmed and unsure if this is the right church for you, we would love the opportunity 
to talk with you. We would love to hear your story, your concerns, and answer any 
questions you may have.  If it ends up that this is not the church for you, we are more 
than happy to recommend to you a few other area churches that may be a good fit for 
you and your family.

CLOSING DISCUSSION
1. After hearing the Basics of Redeemer, what is one thing you are excited about or 

intrigued by?
2.Do you find anything intimidating? What is differs from your previous "church" 

experience?
3.How do you think it would benefit you and your family to be a part of this church?
4. What do you think might have to change in your life to commit to being part of this 
church?
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Appendix 1 

DOCTRINE

Redeemer aligns with historic Christian faith, a faith well-stated in the Apostles Creed. On 
matters of doctrine, we embrace the maxim “In the essentials unity, in the non-essentials 
diversity, in all things charity.” In other words, we believe that all doctrine is important, 
but that common adherence on all points of doctrine is not necessary for salvation. The 
Apostles Creed articulates the essentials well. 

Apostles Creed (3rd - 5th Century AD)
I believe in God the Father Almighty 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 

He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

and born of the Virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

one holy Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

ESSENTIALS AND NON-ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE
On secondary matters of doctrine, we promote charity, the old English word for love. 
Belief in these doctrines is not necessary for participation in the community of Redeemer, 
but is required for those who decide to become church partners and leaders. Below, you 
will find concise statements of belief on both essential and non-essential doctrines. 
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The Bible - We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, ultimately authored by the 
triune God, focused on Jesus Christ, written by men under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, possessing supreme authority in all matters of faith and practice. 

The Trinity - We believe that there is one living and true God, an eternal community of 
divine persons (Father, Son, and Spirit), who are equal in every way, operating in distinct 
and complementary ways throughout the history of creation, fall, redemption, and new 
creation. 

God the Father - We believe in God, the Father, a personal being, perfect in holiness, 
wisdom, power and love. We believe that his mission is to magnify the riches of his mercy 
by redeeming the brokenness and sin of all who trust in Jesus Christ and in renewing the 
whole world. 

Jesus Christ - We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, sent by the Father and 
incarnated by the Holy Spirit. We believe in his sinless life, miracles, and teachings. We 
believe in his substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, 
continual prayer for his people, and personal, visible return to earth. 

The Holy Spirit - We believe in the Holy Spirit, sent from the Father and Son to convict 
the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower 
all who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in 
Christ, and that His gifts are still active today as they empower us for mission. 

Humanity - We believe that all people are created in the glorious image of God, 
disfigured by Adam’s sin, which is inherited and reflected by all humanity. As a result, all 
humanity is under the just condemnation of the one, true, holy God. However, we joyfully 
believe that all who repent of their sin and trust Jesus Christ as their Redeemer are 
delivered from condemnation and renewed in the image of God. 

The Church - We believe the church is a spiritual community comprised of all who have 
trusted in Christ for redemption. The church is God’s imperfect people who are being 
perfected by grace and together cling to a perfect Christ. We are a missionary 
community created by the Spirit, on the mission of Christ to redemptively engage the 
peoples and cultures of the world. 

Christian Conduct - We believe that Christians should live for the glory of God and the 
good of others, that their conduct should be like Christ’s, rendered possible by the 
gospel. 

Future Things -  We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
earth and the renewal of all things. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final 
judgment, the eternal joy of the redeemed, and the endless suffering of the wicked.
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Appendix 2 

8 THINGS TO CONSIDER ABOUT REDEEMER

1. We are committed to reaching our city through gospel communities on mission. Our missional 

communities are the primary organizing principal of our church. That means that future efforts to plant 

in this area will begin with the planting of new missional communities, not services.

2. We do not have-or plan to have-many “programs” that tend to be attractive to Christians (Youth 
Group, Singles Ministry, Ladies Ministry, Sunday School, etc.).  We want to avoid huddling up and 

creating a Christian sub-culture or social structure. Instead, we want to be heavily involved in the 

structures of our community. 

3. We may never have a building. While we wouldn’t turn down a gifted or heavily-discounted building, 

we do not have plans to build an expensive facility. So if you’re coming to endure the “plant phase” in 
hopes of one day having that great new gym and preschool, we might not be a great fit for you.

4. We are not seeking transfer Christians. If you have a church home in the community where you live, 

please prayerfully make sure your reasons for leaving are biblical.

5. We keep a biblical view of alcohol. This means that some people (including our elders) will enjoy a 

beer or a glass of wine, and that is perfectly fine.  Others might choose not to drink, and that is 
perfectly fine as well. The Bible gives clear instructions for the use of alcohol (i.e., do not be drunk), 

and we refuse to step beyond the Bible’s guidelines to create an extra-biblical rule on the use of 

alcohol.

6. We don’t believe in the rapture or other recent dispensational theological developments. This one 

might shock some, but we hold to a traditionally Reformed eschatology that is commonly referred to as 
“Amillennialism.” Among our elders, we consider “Amillennialism” and “Classical Premillenialism” as 

acceptable eschatological views. We love our dispensational brothers and sisters, but that view will not 

be taught or held by our elders.

7. We believe in the continued validity of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This means we believe there is a 

significant charismatic dimension to life as disciple, but we do not align ourselves with unbiblical 
practices within the Charismatic movement. 

8. And, incase we missed anything, you might not want to be a part of Redeemer if:

• You prefer to only show up to Sunday services and small group night

• You aren’t interested in getting to know your neighbors, co-workers, and other people in the city.

• You think we are not going to disappoint you like your current/previous church did.

• You are looking for a church to serve you, rather than looking to use your gifts and serve.

• You are only willing to have friends or live life with people your age, race, or social status.

• You are interested because you think Acts 29 is cool. We are not cool.

• You like small, close-knit churches where you keep the same friends and never have to bring new people in. Our 
heart is for multiplication and that means leaving those you love so new people can come into the family.
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Appendix 3

OUR VISION FOR MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES

1. Start With Leadership Core Team - A new MC begins with a committed core of 4-8 
adults. Most likely, this core will be formed while still a part of larger mature MC. In 
some cases, a new MC could form as an apprentice MC leader recruits people from 
other MC’s to his core team. Among this core, there will be a clear leader who takes 
overall responsibility for the core team. The core team will share the burden of each of 
the following areas - 

2. Shared Responsibilities Among Core Team - As the core team forms, the MC leader 
will help each member of the core team identify the areas of responsibility they will 
help with. Each MC core team will be maturing together to ensure the following are 
present in the life of the MC:
a. VISION, STRATEGY & MULTIPLICATION - This part of the MC will be most likely 

be led by the MC leader. The leader will help catalyze others in the core towards 
the mission God has called them to by identifying their gifts and helping them 
understand their roles. They will ensure the MC DNA reflects the values of the 
greater Redeemer family and push the group forward with a vision of multiplication 
through discipleship.

b. KINGDOM VALUES - This person takes the responsibility for calling the group’s 
attention to injustice around them. They not only help them see it but mobilize 
them to respond to it. They continually remind the MC of the kingdom values God 
has called us to and work with others on the core team to mobilize the MC for 
justice ministry.

c. OUTWARD INTENTIONALITY - This person plans and models for others 
outwardly-focused activities while intentionally building relationships with not-yet-
followers of Jesus. They lead the group to be regularly focusing outward beyond 
normal group time. They organize social connections between the core, regulars, 
and those in the MC’s orbit. They also lead the group towards identifying and 
praying for new people in the MC’s orbit.

d. CARING - This person leads the way in care and hospitality for the group. They 
make sure their meeting times are comfortable and safe. They organize meals and 
are also sensitive to bringing up the various needs in the group (i.e., what to do 
with kids, meals to a sick family, birthdays, opportunities to bless others). 

e. TEACHING - Each MC has someone who leads the group in their biblical 
development. The teaching leader organizes discussions, distributes curriculum as 
needed, and works to ensure each person in the group is engaging the Scriptures 
and growing in their understanding of the Gospel as it’s revealed in God’s story.

f. ADMINISTRATION & COMMUNICATION - It is important that each MC has 
someone who does the administration and communication that supports the 
ministry of the missional community. 
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3. Build a foundation on the gospel
• Gospel Power – Saved from the Penalty of Sin; Being Saved from the Power of Sin; 

and Will Be Saved from the Presence of Sin
• Gospel People – Embracing our New Identity in Christ
• Gospel Purpose – Making Disciples who Make Disciples
• Gospel Practices – Living out the Gospel in Everyday Rhythms

4. Live with Gospel intentionality
• Lead into prayerful dependence
• Make sure the group knows The Story of God
• Become familiar with each other’s stories
• Become fluent in speaking the gospel to one another’s hearts.

5. Have a clearly defined mission
• Ask God to clarify your mission – Who you are called to make disciples of?
• Identify the difference between reactive mission and proactive mission
• Begin to pray intentionally for the mission
• Leaders clearly state the mission and call others to participate in it

6. Begin to adjust the life of the community around the mission
• Shape the weekly schedule to flow with the cultural schedule
• Strategically place meetings in order to make space for missional engagement
• Pay close attention to “seasons” and patterns in the culture of the mission field
• Join in the rhythm of life of the community, bringing gospel distinctiveness to it
• Develop pathways of engagement in the gospel – Demonstrate and Declare
• Consider forming a Covenant together around the mission 

7. Display and declare the Gospel
• Clarify the gospel barriers 
• Identify the gospel “doors” or “pathways” in our everyday rhythms
• Prepare and train the group to address cultural idols
• Begin by “showing” good news, and be prepared to give an answer for your hope

8. Stay connected to the Expression
• MC leader coached by the Expression leader
• Ongoing assessment of the MC leader and MC health
• MC supplements weaknesses with the Expression’s strengths as it matures
• Develop strategic plans with Expression leadership team
• Regular gathering with other MC’s in the Expression

9. Plan For Multiplication
• Regularly cast vision for multiplication from the beginning 
• Identify apprentice leader among your core leadership team
• Help apprentice leader recruit core team
• Continue to share leadership and adapt to your MC’s giftings
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10. Birth new Missional Communities
• Talk openly about the future sending of some to start new MC’s
• Release apprentice leaders & core teams to plant new MC’s
• Keep in mind the mix of emotions – celebration (newborn baby) and grieving 

(children leaving home)

11. Form New Expressions/Equipping Centers
• Groups will need to come back together for ongoing encouragement, equipping, 

and mutual exhortation
• The gathering of them together becomes a unique and diverse expression of the 

Church within a particular context
• This all leads to the development and appointing of biblically qualified overseers 

(elders) and lead servants (deacons) in a new local expression of the church

This is how we grow and saturate 
Round Rock and the region with Missional
Communities...

Expressions - 2-5 MC’s 
that share a common geography.

City Church Gatherings - a central location
where all of our expressions gather to worship
together. This is a time for encouragement, 
equipping, and mutual exhortation. 

*This section has been adapted from Soma School Manual, Soma Communities, Tacoma, Washington.
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Appendix 4 

SAMPLE MISSIONAL COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 

Every missional community begins by working through a 6-week Missional Community 
Commitment and Primer. Throughout this process, the group will complete several 
exercises, reflections, and homework assignments that are designed to unify their hearts 
and minds. By the end of the process, the MC is asked to make a missional commitment 
and for a 3-month missional plan. You can find a sample MC commitment and missional 
plan below.

OUR MISSIONAL COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS
CENTRAL MC 2013

COMMITMENT TO THE GOSPEL
We believe the gospel is the good news that Jesus has defeated sin, death, and
evil through his own life, death, and resurrection and is making all things new, even
us.
• We believe we have been saved from the penalty of sin through Jesus Christ
• We believe we are being saved from the power of sin through Jesus Christ
• We believe we will be saved from the presence of sin through Jesus Christ
We believe that through the work of Christ we have been given a new identity
(people, purpose, pursuit) that shapes our lives. We are a family of missionary
servants.

COMMITMENT TO THE FAMILY
We are committed to being a family that loves and cares for one another well, and
reflects the beauty of our Father to the world around us.

Our commitment to Redeemer (extended church family):
• committed attendance at our Sunday gatherings
• be connecters and learners at Sunday gatherings
• we will not be critical or consumers at Sunday gatherings
• teach our kids that the church is God’s people, not a building
• we will all give cheerfully and sacrificially of our finances to fund the mission of
Redeemer

Our commitment to our MC & Expression (immediate family):
• share a meal once a week with someone in the expression
• work out together, hobby together, have fun together
• celebrate together (birthdays, holidays, etc)
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• serve one another when they are sick or hurting
• be open and honest with one another, quick to forgive
• pray for one another regularly

COMMITMENT TO THE MISSION
We believe that God’s mission is to redeem and restore a broken, sinful world
through sending his son Jesus. Jesus, after rising from the dead, commissioned his
followers to make disciples of all nations through the power of the Holy Spirit.
1. We understand that mission is an ancient work of God
2. We approach mission proactively and reactively
3. We accept that mission happens in seasons.

Our MC is committed to joining God’s work by making disciple in our city...
• Proactive Mission- Aderholt’s Neighborhood (Behren’s Ranch)
• Reactive Mission- Individual neighborhoods, workplaces, and friends
• Ways we will look to serve our city: Cares Team (Overmans), Redeemed
Ministry, Texas Baptist Children’s Home

Season of Mission we are in:
• Cultivating/Sowing

What we will do over the next 3 months to cultivate and sow?
1. Commit to praying for our friend who are not-yet believers by name.
• using daily prayer guide
2. Ask the Spirit to show us how we can meet needs and bless those around us.
3. Throw an Easter party in Behren’s Ranch, not-yet believing friends to join us.
• glow in the dark easter egg hunt for kids
• food and fun for adults

Our MC is committed to joining God’s work of making disciples globally by....
Adopting the Redeemer team working in Oman with the Omani people. We will:
• learn about the Omani people and pray for them regularly
• pray for the Redeemer team and support them
• skype with the team quarterly
• send care packages quarterly
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APPENDIX 5 

OUR NETWORKS AND AFFILIATIONS 

OUR FAMILY OF CHURCHES - THE SOMA FAMILY
Soma is a family of churches with a conviction that a Gospel Community living on Mission 
together is the primary organizing structure of the Church and the most effective means 
for developing Gospel-centered disciples. Churches in the Soma family agree to a 
common theological statement, sharing common language, submitting to pastoral 
assessment and training, committing to take responsibility for Soma Communities’ 
churches as a part of the family, and partnering to reach key cities for the sake of Gospel 
saturation of the surrounding region.

SOMA CHURCHES HERE IN CENTRAL TEXAS
Redeemer and Austin City Life are sister churches who together represent Soma 
Communities in the Central Texas area. Both churches work together to share resources 
and strategically plant churches in our region. This is our local Soma family in Central 
Texas.

OUR PLANTING NETWORK - THE ACTS 29 NETWORK
We are a part of the Acts 29 network. Acts 29 is not a denomination, but a network of 
like-minded churches planting churches. Our lead planting pastor, Josh Reeves, has 
been assessed through Acts 29 and will have continued coaching through the planting 
process. Check out the Acts 29 Website, www.acts29network.org/about, for more 
information about the network.

OUR SENDING CHURCH - REDEEMER LUBBOCK
Redeemer Lubbock was planted in Lubbock, Texas in January of 2008. It is at Redeemer 
Lubbock that God began forming and preparing a team for Round Rock. You can get 
more info about Redeemer Lubbock at www.redeemerlubbock.org.
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Appendix 6 

BAPTISM

THE IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM
Ultimately, baptism is not some hoop we need to jump through but a celebration of new life and 
Christ, and a new community we belong to. It is a public proclamation that I am with Jesus and his 
people. I was isolated, in bondage, deserving of God’s wrath, but by faith in Jesus I now get what 
Jesus deserves. He identified with our sin, taking upon himself at the cross so that we could be 
identified with him standing holy, justified, beloved before the Father. We get the Holy Spirit to 
live in us and one day we will experience the resurrection from the dead just as Jesus did. 

Baptism shouldn’t be some legalistic ritual or something we do because someone pressured us 
to. It is a life defining declaration. It is a celebration of God’s rescue. We get Jesus and get to be 
a part of the new family Jesus is making. We didn’t deserve it but by God’s grace we get it! 
Baptism is the beginning, the doorway to the Christian life. Those who are baptized are then to 
be taught. Empowered by the Word and the Spirit they are now being discipled to live as citizens 
in God’s new family.

How Do You Know if You Should Be Baptized?
1. What if I was baptized as an Infant -  This one is fairly simple for us. Do you remember your 

baptism? It is hard to respond if your not aware of what is going on. So for those baptized as 
infants, I would strongly encourage you to respond to the faith you have put in Jesus by being 
baptized. What would keep you from wanting to celebrate this publicly?

2. Pressure and Fear - Some where baptized as young kids out of pressure and fear. Baptism 
represented something cool that their friends where doing, or something that they did out of 
fear. We think it should be something that you celebrate. If you were baptized as a kid, but 
really had no inward change that you were responding to, we would encourage you to be 
baptized in response to the work that God has since done in your lives.

3. What about kids? - The bible doesn’t give us an age requirement for baptizing kids. We want 
to be cautious about it because as many of you can attest to, often kids are prone to do it for 
the wrong reasons, not as a genuine response to real faith in Jesus. Nevertheless, if your kid 
has put their trust in Jesus and you as the father, the Elder of your home vouch for that and 
can explain it to me, we ultimately think that dads should discern when their kids are ready.

We don’t want to pressure, fear, or coerce anyone into being baptized. But if you are hearing 
what we believe about baptism, and the Spirit is moving in you to be baptized, we would love to 
celebrate new life with you. You might be a little nervous, but don’t let that keep you from 
publicly saying, I am with Jesus, and I am with His people.
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