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Hope grew in the hearts of nineteen women 

with disabilities in Sierra Leone, West Africa as they 

obtained new skills resulting in economically-

sustainable products to support themselves and their 

families. A team of four women from the US 

(Washington and New York) spent two weeks in 

Sierra Leone teaching new skills, creating beautiful 

and useful products using local materials and 

resources to women in the Women of Hope program 

in Makeni, Sierra Leone.  

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

were prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10 

 

One group of women learned to make 

homemade paper from local grasses and other organic 

fibers. This laborious, but collaborative, process resulted 

in beautiful handmade stitched journals and stationery for 

Fair Trade sale in the US and Sierra Leone. 

Another group learned to make new food 

products, adapted from Asia, to sell in the local economy, 

offering nutritious and delicious snack options and 

income opportunities for women who cannot easily leave 

their homes or communities to participate in other income 

opportunities. 

A third class learned to make deodorant, body 

lotion and hair cream from locally available oils,  

 



  
waxes and scents which can be sold locally for less than the 

imported versions of similar products. 

Another class designed hand-sewn ornaments out of 

African fabrics and fibers with the word “hope” attached in 

bent wire. These will also be available in the Fair Trade 

markets of the US and SL. 

All of these products will provide women whom 

society has shunned with the opportunity to maintain and grow 

their families independently of community hand-outs. The 

beauty and practicality of the products demonstrates the dignity 

that each of these women inherently possesses as an image-

bearer of our creative God.  

Throughout the week and a half of classes, which the 

women paid to come to on their own, they learned how they 

too are a masterpiece, the workmanship of God, created to do 

good works in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:10).  

If you’d like to find out more about the journeys of 

transformation that these women are walking through training 

and discipleship and how you can partner with them, please 

contact us or visit our website.  
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Phone: 901.775.9757   

admin@wohint.org 

PO Box 2072 
Olive Branch, MS 38654 

 
www.WomenofHopeInternational.org 

 

 


