
	
 
Saturday: January 30, 2016 “Biblical Examples of Forgiveness?” 
 
Forgiveness makes more sense when, instead of focusing on the wrong done to 
you, you think about God’s character and the manner in which He forgave you. 
Here’s a story that Jesus told to encourage you to forgive. 
 
AN ABUNDANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to 
bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. 
In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of 
dollars. He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his 
wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. “But the man fell 
down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will 
pay it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and 
forgave his debt. 
 
AN ABSENCE OF MERCY 
“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a 
few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant 
payment. His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more 
time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t 
wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in 
full. 
 
AN AROUSAL OF ANGER 
“When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to 
the king and told him everything that had happened. Then the king called in the 
man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous 
debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow 
servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison 
to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 
 
 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 
brothers and sisters from your heart” 
 
AN ABSENCE OF JUSTICE? 



Sorting out the emotions caused by how others have hurt us is complicated. It’s 
complicated even more when there are multiple people affected and extenuating 
circumstances. If that’s your situation, know that God cares for you and invites 
you to find comfort in Him and in the fact that one day He’ll put an end to all 
suffering and punish all injustice. In the midst of your pain and confusion, 
remember it’s very important for you to forgive. Jesus says, “But if you do not 
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins” (Matthew 6:15).  
 
We forgive because we’ve been forgiven. 
One of the most intriguing characters in the Bible is the apostle Peter. 
Forgiveness is what made him what he was. 
 
Peter was an impulsive, reckless, headstrong leader. He had moments of 
brilliance and moments of great failure. But his ultimate failure occurred when, 
not once, but three times he denied knowing Jesus—even though he had spent 
three years under Jesus’ tutelage, witnessed him perform miracles, and 
promised Jesus never to betray him. 
 
Imagine his inner turmoil. He had turned his back on the one person who had 
cared for him so purely. Probably bordering on depression, Peter said to the 
others, “I’m going fishing.” 
 
They followed him into the boat, fished all night, but caught nothing. In the 
morning, Jesus—resurrected from the dead—was cooking breakfast on the 
shore and invited them over. After they ate, Jesus took Peter aside and asked 
him three times, “Do you love me?” Peter responded each time with, “You know 
I love you, Lord.” 
 
This story is told in John 21 as almost an epilogue. John wrote this story as if to 
say, “Before I finish, I must tell you this last story.” This story of forgiveness is so 
important. This is why Jesus came: to reconcile relationships. The heart of 
everything he did was rooted in forgiveness. 
 
Consider This: 
 
Have you ever written a letter and included a postscript? Was the information 
you included especially important? 
 
If you were in Peter’s shoes (you had turned your back on your best friend) how 
would react to Jesus’ methods of reconciliation? 
 
Take Action: 
 
Read the Gospel of John. Notice the way he focuses on forgiveness. Write down 
what you learn about forgiveness from what he writes. 


