
	
	
Wednesday: January 27, 2016 “The Product of Forgiveness” 
 
“You don’t pay love back; you pay it forward.” —Lily Hardy Hammond 
 
Imagine yourself in a congested downtown parking lot. Perhaps this particular 
lot services half a dozen stores or more but somehow received the short end of 
the design stick. You enter the parking lot, muscles tense as you prepare for 
battle . . . and your jaw drops as a large truck yields to allow you to merge into 
the flow of traffic.   
 
You smile and wave at the driver, and as you begin to move forward, you notice 
a woman with two children attempting to safely traverse the lot. You brake to 
allow her to pass. Her toddler drops a toy in the road, but another pedestrian, 
hurrying to cross in the space you’ve created, pauses to pick it up and hands it 
to the small child with a wink and a grin. 
 
The picture described above illustrates the product of graciousness. It’s hard for 
us to equate something as weighty as “forgiveness” with these minor 
provocations. But truly, we find a posture of forgiveness is the root of our ability 
to overlook the shortcomings of others. 
 
Resentment, on the other hand, builds up in individuals who are easily crossed. 
This is a product of selfishness, leading to grudge-keeping and often open 
hostility. 
 
The choice is yours. Even such seemingly small acts can create a chain 
reaction, moving forward through the rest of humanity. 
 
Consider This: 
 

• When did you last observe a small act of forgiveness? How did it affect 
you? 

• What little ways can you find to “pay it forward” through forgiveness? 
 
Take Action: 
 



Do a quick attitude check. Make a step toward being a non-anxious presence, 
one who is slow to anger and quick to forgive. 
 


