
	
 
Tuesday: January 12th 2016 “Beyond the Golden Rule” 
	
“Do to others as you would like them to do to you.” 
Luke 6:31 (NLT) 
 
The verse above found in Luke 6:31 is actually a continuation from yesterday’s 
reading. After Jesus instructs us to “love our enemies” he emphasizes what has 
come to be known as the “Golden Rule”. 
 
Perhaps you have heard this before. I think far too often it gets distorted when I 
hear it from others, especially in our actions. In fact, our culture has become 
characterized by a multi-faceted distortion of the Golden Rule: 
 

• Do unto others as they do unto you. 
• Do unto others as they deserve to be done unto. 
• Do unto others as to get them to do what you want them to do. 
• Do unto others until you are ready to do unto somebody else. 

 
These are the unwritten rules of too many relationships. Underneath these 
“rules” comes the posture, “I will do my part as long as you do yours.” But 
Jesus tells us in John 13:34 (NIV) “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” The Greek term 
translated new in our English Bibles connotes strange or remarkable. What 
made this strange and remarkable was his inclusion of love as a command. He 
didn’t say, “feel” something, but “do” some things. 
 
Through this Jesus took the Golden Rule to a whole new level. He is saying, “As 
I have loved you…” In other words “do unto others as I have done unto you.” 
This really changes love. Instead of loving you the way you love me, which is 
conditional, I am doing unto you the way someone else (Jesus) has done unto 
me. So regardless of how you respond to my love for you I am to love you not 
the way you love me but the way someone else loves me.  
 
Prayer: God help me to love others in my life the same way you 
have loved me. Help me to make love a verb by focusing on how I 



am responding and treating others regardless of how they treat 
me. 


