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H E R A L D

“Go therefore and make disciples  of  a l l  nations,  baptizing them in the 
name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spir it”  (Matt:  28:19 )

T H E

Missions

Missions exists because worship doesn’t. So we at 
UCCD have the greatest privilege in the universe: 
to increase the worship of God by sharing the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. In the UAE we have unique 
opportunities and challenges but the message and 
the method are the same: Go, make, baptize, 
teach. How can we be bold and faithful to share 
Christ in our homes, neighbourhoods and 
workplaces?

   Be encouraged in this issue of The Herald.

this Issue:

1. The Supremacy of God in Missions through Worship - John Piper.

2. The Great Commission and Church Planting -  Mark Dever

3. Holding the Rope - John Piper



UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOL 5, ISSUE 11   NOVEMBER, 2013

PAGE 2

  Missions is not the ultimate goal of the 
Church. Worship is. Missions exists 
because worship doesn’t. Worship is 
ultimate, not missions, because God is 
ultimate, not man. When this age is over, 
and the countless millions of the 
redeemed fall on their faces before the 
throne of God, missions will be no more. 
It is a temporary necessity. But worship 
abides forever.

Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of 
missions. It’s the goal of missions because 
in missions we simply aim to bring the 
nations into the white-hot enjoyment of 
God’s glory. The goal of missions is the 
gladness of the peoples in the greatness of 
God. “The LORD reigns, let the earth 
rejoice; let the many coastlands be 
glad!” (Ps. 97:1). “Let the peoples praise 
you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy!” (Ps. 67:3–4).

But worship is also the fuel of missions. 
Passion for God in worship precedes the 

offer of God in preaching. You can’t 
commend what you don’t cherish. 
Missionaries will never call out, “Let the 
nations be glad! ” who cannot say from 
the heart, “ I rejoice in the LORD . . . .I 
will be glad and exult in you, I will sing 
praise to your name, O Most High” (Ps. 
104:34; 9:2). Missions begins and ends in 
worship.

Where passion for God is weak, zeal for 
missions will be weak. Churches that are 
not centered on the exaltation of the 
majesty and beauty of God will scarcely 
kindle a fervent desire to “declare his 
glory among the nations” (Ps. 96:3). 

The Second Greatest Activity in the 
World

The most crucial issue in missions is the 
centrality of God in the life of the church. 
How can people who are not stunned by 
the greatness of God be sent with the 
ringing message, “Great is the LORD, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be feared 
above all gods” (Ps. 96:4)? Missions is not 
first and ultimate; God is. And these are 
not just words. This truth is the lifeblood 
of missionary inspiration and endurance.

John Piper is founder and teacher of 
Desiring God Ministries and was pastor 
for 33 years at Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, USA.

The Supremacy of God
in Missions Through Worship
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William Carey, the father of modern 
missions, who set sail for India from 
England in 1793, expressed the 
connection:

When I left England, my hope of India’s 
conversion was very strong; but 
amongst so many obstacles, it would 
die, unless upheld by God. Well, I have 
God, and His Word is true. Though the 
superstitions of the heathen were a 
thousand times stronger than they are, 
and the example of the Europeans a 
thousand times worse; though I were 
deserted by all and persecuted by all, 
yet my faith, fixed on the sure Word, 
would rise above all obstructions and 
overcome every trial. God’s cause will 
triumph.

Carey and thousands like him have been 
moved and carried by the vision of a 
great and triumphant God. That vision 
must come first. Savoring it in worship 
precedes spreading it in missions. All of 
history is moving toward one great goal, 
the white-hot worship of God and his 
Son among all the peoples of the earth. 
Missions is not that goal. It is the means. 
And for that reason it is the second 
greatest human activity in the world.

God’s Passion for God Is the 
Foundation for Ours

One of the things God uses to make this 
truth take hold of a person and a church 
is the stunning realization that it is also 
true for God himself. Missions is not 
God’s ultimate goal, worship is. And 
when this sinks into a person’s heart 
everything changes. The world is often 
turned on its head, and everything looks 
different— including the missionary 
enterprise.

The ultimate foundation for our passion 
to see God glorified is his own passion to 
be glorified. God is central and supreme 
in his own affections. There are no rivals 
for the supremacy of God’s glory in his 
own heart. God is not an idolater. He 
does not disobey the first and great 
commandment. With all his heart and 
soul and strength and mind he delights in 
the glory of his manifold perfections. The 
most passionate heart for God in all the 
universe is God’s heart.

This truth, more than any other I know, 
seals the conviction that worship is the 
fuel and goal of missions. The deepest 
reason why our passion for God should 
fuel missions is that God’s passion for 
God fuels missions. Missions is the 
overflow of our delight in God because 
missions is the overflow of God’s delight 
in being God. And the deepest reason 
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why worship is the goal in missions is 
that worship is God’s goal.

We are confirmed in this goal by the 
biblical record of God’s relentless pursuit 
of praise among the nations. “Praise the 
LORD, all nations! Extol him, all 
peoples!” (Ps. 117:1). If it is God’s goal, it 
must be our goal. The Chief End of God 
Is to Glorify God and Enjoy Himself 
Forever All my years of preaching and 
teaching on the supremacy of God in the 
heart of God have proved that this truth 
hits most people like a truck laden with 
unknown fruit. If they survive the 
impact, they discover that this is the most 
luscious fruit on the planet.

I have unpacked this truth with lengthy 
arguments in other places. So here I will 
give just a brief overview of the biblical 
basis. What I am claiming is that the 
answer to the first question of the 
Westminster Catechism is the same when 
asked concerning God as it is when asked 
concerning man.

Question: “What is the chief end of 
man?”

Answer: “The chief end of man is to 
glorify God and enjoy him forever.” 

Question: “What is the chief end of 
God?”

Answer: “The chief end of God is to 
glorify God and enjoy himself forever.”

Another way to say it is simply that God 
is righteous. The opposite of 
righteousness is to value and enjoy what 
is not truly valuable or rewarding. This is 
why people are called unrighteous in 
Romans 1:18. They suppress the truth of 
God’s value and exchange God for created 
things. So they belittle God and discredit 
his worth. Righteousness is the opposite. 
It means recognizing true value for what 
it is and esteeming it and enjoying it in 
proportion to its true worth. The 
unrighteous in 2 Thessalonians 2:10 
perish because they refuse to love the 
truth. The righteous, then, are those who 
welcome a love for the truth. 
Righteousness is recognizing and 
welcoming and loving and upholding 
what is truly valuable.

God is righteous. This means that he 
recognizes, welcomes, loves, and upholds 
with infinite jealousy and energy what is 
infinitely valuable, namely, the worth of 
God. God’s righteous passion and delight 
is to display and uphold his infinitely 
valuable glory. This is not a vague 
theological conjecture. It flows inevitably 
from dozens of biblical texts that show 
God in the relentless pursuit of praise and 
honor from creation to consummation.

Probably no text in the Bible reveals the 
passion of God for his own glory more 
clearly and bluntly than Isaiah 48:9–11, 
where God says:
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For my name’s sake I defer my anger, 
for the sake of my praise I restrain it for 
you, that I may not cut you off. Behold, 
I have refined you, but not as silver; I 
have tried you in the furnace of 
affliction. For my own sake, for my own 
sake, I do it, for how should my name 
be profaned? My glory I will not give to 
another.

I have found that for many people these 
words come like six hammer blows to a 
man-centered way of looking at the 
world:
For my name’s sake!
For the sake of my praise!
For my own sake!
For my own sake!
How should my name be profaned!
My glory I will not give to another!

What this text hammers home to us is the 
centrality of God in his own affections. 
The most passionate heart for the 
glorification of God is God’s heart. God’s 
ultimate goal is to uphold and display the 
glory of his name.

Biblical Texts to Show God’s Zeal for 
His Own Glory

• Exodus 14:4, 18 

• 1 Samuel 12:20, 22

• 2 Samuel 7:23

• 2 Kings 19:34

• Psalm 25:11; 106:7–8

• Isaiah 43:6–7, 25; 49:3

• Jeremiah 13:11

• Ezekiel 20:14; 36:22–23

• Ephesians 1:4–6 

• Habakkuk 2:14

• Matthew 5:16

• John 5:44; 7:18; 12:27–28; 14:13; 16:14; 
17:1; 17:24

• Acts 12:23

• Romans 1:22–23; 3:23, 25-26; 9:17, 
22-23; 11:36; 15:7

• 1 Corinthians 10:31

• Philippians 1:9, 11

• 2 Thessalonians 1:9–10

• 1 Peter 4:11

• Revelation 21:23

God Is Most Glorified in Us When We 
Are Most Satisfied in Him

But is it loving for God to exalt his own 
glory? Yes, it is. And there are several 
ways to see this truth clearly. One is to 
ponder this sentence: God is most 
glorified in us when we are most satisfied 
in him.
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This is perhaps the most important 
sentence in my theology. If it is true, then 
it becomes plain why God is loving when 
he seeks to exalt his glory in my life, for 
that would mean that he would seek to 
maximize my satisfaction in him, since he 
is most glorified in me when I am most 
satisfied in him. Therefore, God’s pursuit 
of his own glory is not at odds with my 
joy, and that means it is not unkind or 
unmerciful or unloving of him to seek his 
glory. In fact, it means that the more 
passionate God is for his own glory, the 
more passionate he is for my satisfaction 
in that glory. And therefore, God’s God-
centeredness and God’s love soar 
together.

To illustrate the truth that God is most 
glorified in us when we are most satisfied 
in him, consider what I might say on a 
pastoral visit when entering the hospital 
room of one of my people. They look up 
from their bed with a smile and say, “Oh, 
Pastor John, how good of you to come. 
What an encouragement.” And suppose I 
lift my hand, as it were to deflect the 
words, and say matter-of-factly, “Don’t 
mention it. It’s my duty as a pastor.” Now, 
what is wrong here? Why do we cringe at 
such a thoughtless pastoral statement? It 
is my duty. And duty is a good thing. So 
why does that statement do so much 
damage?

It damages because it does not honor the 
sick person. Why? Because delight 
confers more honor than duty does. 
Doing hospital visitation out of mere duty 
honors duty. Doing it out of delight 
honors the patients. And they feel that. 
The right pastoral response to the 
patient’s greeting would have been, “It’s a 
pleasure to be here. I’m glad I could 
come.” Do you see the paradox here? 
Those two sentences would show that I 
am “seeking my own.” “It’s my pleasure to 
be here. I’m glad I could come.” And yet 
the reason these statements are not selfish 
is that they confer honor on the patient, 
not on the pastor.

When someone delights in you, you feel 
honored. When someone finds happiness 
in being around you, you feel treasured, 
appreciated, glorified. Visiting the sick 
because you are glad to be there is a 
loving thing to do.

This then is the answer to why God is not 
unloving to magnify his glory. God is 
glorified precisely when we are satisfied 
in him—when we delight in his presence, 
when we like to be around him, when we 
treasure his fellowship. This is an utterly 
life-changing discovery. It frees us to 
pursue our joy in God and God to pursue 
his glory in us because they are not two 
different pursuits. God is most glorified 
in us when we are most satisfied in him.
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God’s Self-Exaltation: Signpost to 
Human Satisfaction

Therefore, when we read hundreds of 
texts in the Bible that show God 
passionately exalting his own glory, we no 
longer hear them as the passions of an 
overweening, uncaring ego. We hear 
them as the rightful exaltation of One 
who is infinitely exalted, and we hear 
them as God’s pursuit of our deepest 
satisfaction in him. God is utterly unique. 
He is the only being in the universe 
worthy of worship. Therefore, when he 
exalts himself he directs people to true 
and lasting joy.

“In your presence there is fullness of joy; at 
your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore” (Ps. 16:11). But when we 
exalt ourselves, we are distracting people 
from what will bring true and lasting joy. 
So for us to be loving we must exalt God, 
and for God to be loving he must exalt 
God. Love is helping people toward the 
greatest beauty and the highest value and 
the deepest satisfaction and the most 
lasting joy and the biggest reward and the 
most wonderful friendship and the most 
overwhelming worship—love is helping 
people toward God. We do this by 
pointing to the greatness of God. And 
God does it by pointing to the greatness 
of God.

God Exalts Himself in Mercy

There is another way to see how God’s 
passion for his own glory is loving, and 
here the connection between the 
supremacy of God and the cause of 
missions becomes explicit. The 
connection between missions and the 
supremacy of God is found in this 
sentence: The glory God seeks to magnify 
is supremely the glory of his mercy. The 
key text is Romans 15:8– 9:

I tell you that Christ became a servant 
to the circumcised [Jewish people] to 
show God’s truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy.

Notice three interlocking truths in these 
great missionary verses.

1. Zeal for the glory of God motivates 
world missions.

Paul gives three reasons why Christ 
humbled himself as a servant and came 
into the world on that first great 
missionary journey from heaven to earth. 
First, “Christ became a servant . . . to 
show God’s truthfulness.” Second, he 
came “in order to confirm [God’s] 
promises.” Third, he came “in order that 
the [nations] might glorify God for his 
mercy.” In other words, Christ was on a 
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mission to magnify God. He came to 
show that God is truthful. He came to 
show that God is a promisekeeper. And 
he came to show that God is glorious. 
Jesus came into the world for God’s sake
—to certify God’s integrity, to vindicate 
God’s Word, to magnify God’s glory. 
Since God sent his Son to do all this, it is 
plain that the primary motive of the first 
great mission to unreached peoples—the 
mission of Jesus from heaven—was God’s 
zeal for the glory of God. That’s the first 
truth from Romans 15:8– 9: Zeal for the 
glory of God motivates world missions.

2. A servant spirit and a heart of mercy 
motivate world missions.

“Christ became a servant . . . in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy.” Christ became a servant . . . and 
Christ brought mercy. He was a servant 
not only in that he humbled himself to do 
what the Father wanted him to do at great 
cost to himself. He was also a servant in 
that he lived his life for the sake of 
extending mercy to the nations. During 
his lifetime, he showed the connection 
between compassion and missions. We 
see this, for example, in Matthew 9:36–
38:

When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.”

Jesus’ compassion came to expression in 
the call to pray for more missionaries. 
From first to last, mercy was moving 
missions in the life of Jesus. And not only 
in his life but also in his death. “You were 
slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation” (Rev. 
5:9). Mercy was the very heart of Jesus’ 
mission. No one deserved his mission. It 
was all mercy and all servanthood. That’s 
the second truth from Romans 15:8–9: A 
servant spirit and a heart of mercy 
motivate world missions.

3. The third truth is that the first and 
second truths are one truth.

Zeal for the glory of God and a servant 
heart of mercy for the nations are one. 
This is plain from the wording of verse 9: 
Christ came “in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God.” Yes! That was the 
passion of Christ, and it should be our 
passion—that the nations might love the 
glory of God and praise the glory of God. 
But the verse goes on: Christ came “that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy.” The motive of mercy and the 
motive of God’s glory are not two 
different motives, because the glory we 
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want to see exalted among the nations is 
supremely the glory of God’s mercy.

Mercy is the apex of God’s glory the way 
the overflow of a fountain is the apex of 
the fountain’s fullness. God is free to be 
merciful because he is full and utterly 
self-sufficient in himself. He has no 
deficiencies or needs or defects. He relies 
totally on himself for all that he is. He 
never had a beginning or underwent any 
process of improvement through some 
influence outside himself. The glory of his 
all-sufficiency overflows in the freedom 
of his mercy to the nations. Therefore, 
extending God’s mercy and exalting 
God’s glory are one.

A heart for the glory of God and a heart 
of mercy for the nations make a 
Christlike missionary.13 These must be 
kept together. If we have no zeal for the 
glory of God, our mercy becomes 
superficial, man-centered human 
improvement with no eternal 
significance. And if our zeal for the glory 
of God is not a reveling in his mercy, then 
our so-called zeal, in spite of all its 
protests, is out of touch with God and 
hypocritical (cf. Matt. 9:13).

He Does Everything for the Praise of 
the Glory of His Grace

This wonderful agreement between God’s 
passion to be glorified and his passion to 
be gracious is also strikingly evident in 
the first chapter of Ephesians. Three times 
Paul says that God is doing all his saving 
work “to the praise of His glory” (NASB). 
And verse 6 makes clear that this glory is 
“the glory of His grace.” Election, 
predestination, adoption, redemption, 
sealing by the Spirit, working all things 
according to the counsel of his will—God 
does all this to elicit praise for the glory 
of his grace. Verses 5–6: “He predestined 
us to adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ . . . to the praise of the glory of His 
grace.” Verses 11–12: “[God] works all 
things after the counsel of His will, to the 
end that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ should be to the praise of His glory.”

Verse 14: “[The Holy Spirit] is given as a 
pledge of our inheritance, with a view to 
the redemption of God’s own possession, to 
the praise of His glory.”

This is just what we saw in Romans 15:9. 
There the nations glorify God for his 
mercy. Here they praise God for his 
grace. In both cases, God gets the glory 
and humans get the joy. So the more 
passionate God is for his glory, the more 
passionate he is for meeting our need as 
sinners. Grace is our only hope and the 
only hope of the nations. Therefore, the 
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more zealous God is for his grace to be 
glorified, the more hope there is that 
missions will succeed.

The Power of Missions Is Worship

God’s full delight in his own perfections 
overflows in his merciful will to share 
that delight with the nations. Worship is 
the fuel and the goal that drive us in 
missions because it is the fuel and the 
goal that drive God in missions. Missions 
flows from the fullness of God’s passion 
for God, and it aims at the participation 
of the nations in the very passion that he 
has for himself (cf. Matt. 25:21, 23; John 
15:11; 17:13, 26). The power of the 
missionary enterprise is to be caught up 
into God’s fuel and God’s goal. And that 
means being caught up in worship.

The Most Shareable Message in the 
World

The gospel demand that flows from God 
to the nations is an eminently shareable, 
doable demand, namely, to rejoice and be 
glad in God. “The LORD reigns; let the 
earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be 
glad!” (Ps. 97:1). “Let the peoples praise 
you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy!” (Ps. 67:3–4). “Let the oppressed see it 
and be glad; you who seek God, let your 
hearts revive” (Ps. 69:32 RSV). “May all 
who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! 
May those who love your salvation say 

evermore, ‘God is great!’” (Ps. 70:4). What 
message would missionaries rather take 
than the message, “Be glad in God! 
Rejoice in God! Sing for joy in God! For 
God is most glorified in you when you 
are most satisfied in him! God loves to 
exalt himself by showing mercy to 
sinners.”

The liberating fact is that the message we 
take to the frontiers is that people 
everywhere should seek their own best 
interest. We are summoning people to 
God. And those who come say, “In your 
presence there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Ps. 
16:11). God glorifies himself among the 
nations with the command, “Delight 
yourself in the LORD!” (Ps. 37:4). His first 
and great requirement of all men 
everywhere is that they repent from 
seeking their joy in other things and 
begin to seek it only in him.

A God who cannot be served is a God 
who can only be enjoyed. The great sin of 
the world is not that the human race has 
failed to work for God so as to increase 
his glory but that we have failed to delight 
in God so as to reflect his glory, for God’s 
glory is most reflected in us when we are 
most delighted in him.

The most exhilarating thought in the 
world is that God’s inexorable purpose to 
display his glory in the mission of the 
church is virtually the same as his 
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purpose to give his people infinite 
delight. The glory of a Mountain Spring is 
seen in how many people (and how many 
different peoples!) find satisfaction and 
life in its overflowing streams. Therefore, 
God is committed to the holy joy of the 
redeemed, gathered from every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation, with the 
same zeal that moves him to seek his own 
glory in all that he does. The supremacy 
of God in the heart of God is the driving 
force of his mercy and the missionary 
movement of his church.

A Missionary Prayer for God’s Name to 
Be Hallowed

The first two petitions of the Lord’s Prayer 
are perhaps the clearest statements in the 
teachings of Jesus that missions is driven 
by the passion of God to be glorified 
among the nations. “Hallowed be your 
name. Your kingdom come” (Matt. 6:9–
10). Here Jesus teaches us to ask God to 
hallow his name and to make his 
kingdom come. This is a missionary 
prayer. Its aim is to engage the passion of 
God for his name among those who 
forget or revile the name of God (Ps. 9:17; 
Ps 74:18). To hallow God’s name means 
to put it in a class by itself and to cherish 
and honor it above every claim to our 
allegiance or affection. Jesus’ primary 
concern—the very first petition of the 
prayer he teaches—is that more and more 
people, and more and more peoples, 
come to hallow God’s name. This is the 

reason the universe exists. Missions exists 
because this hallowing does not.

How Much He Must Suffer for the 
Name

When Paul was converted on the 
Damascus road, Jesus Christ became the 
supreme treasure and joy of his life. “I 
count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). It was a costly 
allegiance. What Paul learned in 
Damascus was not only the joy of sins 
forgiven and fellowship with the King of 
the universe but also how much he would 
have to suffer. Jesus sent Ananias to him 
with this message: “I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name” (Acts 9:16). Paul’s missionary 
sufferings were “for the sake of the name.” 
When he came near the end of his life 
and was warned not to go to Jerusalem, 
he answered, “What are you doing, 
weeping and breaking my heart? For I am 
ready not only to be imprisoned but even 
to die in Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 21:13). For Paul, the 
glory of the name of Jesus and his 
reputation in the world were more 
important than life.
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The Power of Missions When Love for 
the Lost Is Weak

Compassion for the lost is a high and 
beautiful motive for missionary labor. 
Without it we lose the sweet humility of 
sharing a treasure we have freely received. 
But we have seen that compassion for 
people must not be detached from 
passion for the glory of God. John 
Dawson, a leader in Youth With a 
Mission, gives an additional reason why 
this is so. He points out that a strong 
feeling of love for “the lost” or “the world” 
is a very difficult experience to sustain 
and is not always recognizable when it 
comes.

Have you ever wondered what it feels like 
to have a love for the lost? This is a term 
we use as part of our Christian jargon. 
Many believers search their hearts in 
condemnation, looking for the arrival of 
some feeling of benevolence that will 
propel them into bold evangelism. It will 
never happen. It is impossible to love “the 
lost.” You can’t feel deeply for an 
abstraction or a concept. You would find 
it impossible to love deeply an unfamiliar 
individual portrayed in a photograph, let 
alone a nation or a race or something as 
vague as “all lost people.”

Don’t wait for a feeling of love in order to 
share Christ with a stranger. You already 
love your heavenly Father, and you know 
that this stranger is created by Him, but 

separated from Him, so take those first 
steps in evangelism because you love 
God. It is not primarily out of a 
compassion for humanity that we share 
our faith or pray for the lost; it is first of 
all, love for God. The Bible says in 
Ephesians 6:7–8: “With good will doing 
service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 
knowing that whatever good anyone does, 
he will receive the same from the Lord, 
whether he is a slave or free.”

Humanity does not deserve the love of 
God any more than you or I do. We 
should never be Christian humanists, 
taking Jesus to poor sinful people, 
reducing Jesus to some kind of product 
that will better their lot. People deserve to 
be damned, but Jesus, the suffering Lamb 
of God, deserves the reward of His 
suffering.

The Miracle of Love

Dawson’s words are a wise and 
encouraging warning not to limit our 
mission engagement to the level of 
compassion we feel for people we do not 
know. However, I don’t want to minimize 
what the Lord is able to do in giving 
people a supernatural burden of love for 
distant peoples. For example, Wesley 
Duewel of OMS International tells the 
story of his mother’s remarkable burden 
for China and India:
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My mother for years carried a hunger 
for the people of China and India. For 
many years practically every day as she 
prayed during family prayer for these 
two nations she would break down and 
weep before she finished praying. Her 
love was deep and constant, and she 
will be rewarded eternally for her years 
of love-burden for those lands. This is 
the love of Jesus reaching out and 
mediated through Christians by the 
Holy Spirit.

I emphasize again that the motive of 
compassion and the motive of zeal for the 
glory of God are not separate. The 
weeping of compassion is the weeping of 
joy in God impeded in the extension of 
itself to another.

The Call of God

God is calling us above all else to be the 
kind of people whose theme and passion 
is the supremacy of God in all of life. No 
one will be able to rise to the 
magnificence of the missionary cause 
who does not feel the magnificence of 
Christ. There will be no big world vision 
without a big God. There will be no 
passion to draw others into our worship 
where there is no passion for worship.

God is pursuing with omnipotent passion 
a worldwide purpose of gathering joyful 
worshipers for himself from every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation. He 

has an inexhaustible enthusiasm for the 
supremacy of his name among the 
nations. Therefore, let us bring our 
affections into line with his, and, for the 
sake of his name, let us renounce the 
quest for worldly comforts and join his 
global purpose. If we do this, God’s 
omnipotent commitment to his name will 
be over us like a banner, and we will not 
lose, in spite of many tribulations (Acts 
9:16; Rom. 8:35–39). Missions is not the 
ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. 
Missions exists because worship doesn’t. 
The Great Commission is first to “delight 
yourself in the LORD” (Ps. 37:4) and then 
to declare, “Let the nations be glad and 
sing for joy” (Ps. 67:4). In this way, God 
will be glorified from beginning to end, 
and worship will empower the 
missionary enterprise until the coming of 
the Lord.

Great and amazing are your deeds, O 
Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
O King of the nations!

Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify 
your name? For you alone are holy.

All nations will come and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been 
revealed. 

Revelation 15:3–4
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Mark Dever answers questions about the 
Great Commission and church planting. 

Question 1: How are we to fulfill the 
Great Commission?

A true church is marked by:

• the right preaching of the Word of 
God,

• the right administration of baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, and

• the preaching of the gospel.

In the lives of those baptized and coming 
to the Lord’s Supper then a corporate 
witness begins to appear. A church is 
planted as people begin to see this group 
of people as followers of Jesus.

Question 2: What is the big picture?

We find that the big picture in the Bible, 
from Israel to the redeemed in heaven, 
seem to show us a pattern of God 
wanting to be known as faithful and 
having community around him which 

knows him and praises him as one who is 
faithful and just and true.

Question 3: What has God done?

So God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is 
involved in church planting far more 
profoundly than any person in this room 
will ever be involved in church planting
—far more profoundly than the Apostle 
Paul was involved in church planting! 
The church is not something which in the 
most fundamental sense is a human idea 
or a human creation, but it is 
fundamentally God’s idea and God’s 
work. This is what he is about. God is a 
great church planter.

Question 4: What did the apostles 
understand?

Friends, the sort of church-centered 
ministry where you go out and 
evangelize, but you do it specifically with 
the hope and trust and understanding 
that God intends to bring these 
Christians back together in local 
churches, is what this book of Acts is full 
of.…The New Testament shows the Great 
Commission being fulfilled by church 
planting.

Mark Dever is Senior Pastor at Capitol 
Hill Baptist Church, Washington D.C., 
USA.

The Great Commission and 
Church Planting. Q & A.
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Question 5: What does that mean for 
us?

Here are eight practical exhortations and 
implications aimed at pastors of 
churches:

1. Focus your mission efforts on church 
planting.

2. Consider who you are sending out.

3. Consider what you have trained them 
to do.

4. Consider how you are going to 
support them.

5. Build into your church culture a 
desire to see the kingdom of God 
expand in your area and beyond.

6. Encourage other evangelical church 
planters around you.

7. Consider reclaiming existing 
churches.

8. Pray for the spread of healthy 
churches.

Here are five things I want to build into 
the culture of our church:

1. Discipleship

2. Personal evangelism

3. Missions

4. A desire to strengthen other churches 
broadly

5. A desire to encourage gospel growth 
in my own area

Question 6: What is our goal in 
fulfilling the Great Commission?

The glory of God in the church.

Conclusion:

The local church is where the authority of 
Christ is exercised. The local church is 
where disciples are made and baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. The local church is 
where Christians are taught to obey 
everything Jesus commanded us. To this 
end, Christ promised us his Spirit until 
he returns. And so we see that church 
planting is the normal business of the 
local church. The Great Commission is 
normally fulfilled through church 
planting.
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  A shared vision for world missions is 
crucial in the life of the church. Why 
should world missions be fundamental in 
the ministry of the church? What do we 
mean by it? How do we go about it? What 
is your place in it? Consider these five 
points for building a vision of world 
missions in our congregations.

First, we must understand that the Word 
of God is the foundation of world 
missions. Let us be a church that builds 
our missionary vision on the Word of 
God, which has to do with the truths 
about God and His way of salvation and 
His way of life revealed in the Bible. This 
also has to do with doctrine — not the 
less central ones but the crucial, central 
doctrines of the Bible. When we choose 
and send missionaries, let us send those 
who can preach and teach the truth about 
God with an understanding of central 
biblical doctrines. The apostles built their 
lives and missions on these great truths. 
So should we. 

Second, world missions are God’s work. 
What this means is not that He does it 
instead of us but that He does it through 
us. But He really does it. Missions are 
fundamentally supernatural. They are 
really God’s doing, God’s work in and 
through us. Thus, missions are not 
mainly a human enterprise but a divine 
one. It is God’s work based on God’s 
Word. We speak and we do. But in and 
through us God speaks and God does, or 
all is in vain. We rely on Him. Our job is 
to obey and be faithful and trust Him. 
Just as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6–7: 
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth. So then neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God who gives the growth.” 

Next, consider the aim of world missions. 
It is, simply put, the worship of God. The 
reason the universe exists is that 
creatures might have the joy of 
worshiping God. Therefore, missions 
exist where worship doesn’t. Missionaries 
are seeking to awaken worship for the 
true and living God through His Son, 
Jesus Christ. Consider how Paul 
describes his missionary service in 
Romans 15:15–16. He says it is like a 
priest preparing an offering for God. 
Grace was “given me by God, to be a 
minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in 

John Piper is founder and teacher of 
Desiring God Ministries and was pastor 
for 33 years at Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, USA.

Holding The Rope
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the priestly service of the gospel of God, 
so that the offering of the Gentiles may 
be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit.” So the aim of missions is to be like 
priests of God who prepare an offering 
acceptable to Him among the peoples of 
the world. What does that mean? How 
are the Gentiles an offering to God?

Romans 12:1 explains: “I appeal to you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.” The Gentiles are an 
acceptable offering to God when their 
lives are an act of worship to God.

In Romans 15:9 Paul says that the aim of 
Christ’s coming into the world (as the 
model foreign missionary) was “for the 
Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy.” 
Then Paul supports this claim with a 
string of Old Testament quotations in 
verses 9–11. This is how Paul thought 
about his mission. It was a fulfillment of 
Old Testament expectations that the 
Gentiles — the nations — would praise 
the Lord by rejoicing in Him above all 
other joys. That is the goal of missions: 
the worship of God.

Fourth, the way to do world missions is 
to go to unreached peoples. In other 
words, the way to do world missions is 
not to settle down with the peoples that 
already have churches (even if they are 
across the ocean), but to keep going to 

the unreached peoples until all the 
peoples are reached and have their own 
Christ-worshiping churches.

In Romans 15:19–23 Paul says that the 
gospel is fulfilled in a region where there 
are tens of thousands of unconverted 
people. How? Answer: The task of 
frontier missions was done, not the task 
of evangelism. What this means for us is 
that there must always be missionaries 
like Paul if we are going to finish the 
Great Commission, which is not just to 
reach more and more people, but more 
and more peoples — people groups — 
until they all have churches and can 
evangelize their own people. We call this 
frontier missions. This must always be a 
high priority for our 
missionary endeavors. 

Finally, God calls some to be wardens of 
the mission who watch over it from 
home. “Wardens” ought to be understood 
as “senders.” Consider Romans 15:24. 
Paul says he aims to go to Spain, which 
was wholly unreached as far as we know: 
“I hope to see you in passing…and to be 
helped on my journey there by you, once I 
have enjoyed your company for a while.”

This is important because of what he does 
not say and what he does say. He does not 
say: “Everyone in Rome who is obedient 
to the Great Commission will go with me 
to Spain, or will go to some other 
unreached place or people group.” What 
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he does say, in effect, is: “My hope is that 
you will refresh me and then help me in 
my mission to Spain.” In other words, he 
calls the church in Rome to be senders, 
wardens of the mission. He wants them 
to be partners in his mission, supporters 
of this God-exalting work.

So, you have three possibilities in world 
missions. You can be a goer, a sender, or 

disobedient. The Bible does not assume 
that everyone goes. But it does assume 
that the ones who do not go care about 
goers and support goers and pray for 
goers and hold the rope of the goers. Paul 
was linked with many churches, and they 
sent support to him over and over again. 
So it should be with every church and 
its missionaries.

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

available at the UCCD book table at the Friday service
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Church Picnic - Safa Park
Friday, November 29

1:00 p.m.

Please join us for our semi-annual church picnic in Safa Park.

This is a joyous time for families and friends to gather for fellowship, food, and fun.

Please bring your own food, chairs, blankets and games.

Location: Come to the main entrance of Safa Park (Gate 2) on Wasl Road. After 
entering the park, turn left on the path. Follow it round for a few minutes until you see 

us on the grass to the right of the path.

Please note that there is a park entrance fee of 2 dhs per person.
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November Calendar
November 7, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

November 8, 2013
9:30-10:20am  Friday Foundations.

10:30am UCCD church gathering.

November 14, 2013
NO BIBLE STUDY THIS EVENING

NO YOUTH MEETING THIS EVENING

November 15, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

5:00 pm MISSIONS CONFERENCE

November 16, 2013
9:00 am MISSIONS CONFERENCE

November 21, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

November 22, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
Communion Service

6:00 pm Members’ Meeting

November 28, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

November 29, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering.

1:00 pm Church Picnic at Safa Park

December 5, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

December 6, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 

10:30am UCCD church gathering.

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise

F rida y  F oun da tio ns

October 25 to November 22
9:30 am to 10:20 am

Downstairs

Global Missions 
God sovereignly placed UCCD in the middle 

of the 10-40 window, the most gospel-resistant 
region in the world. What does he expect of us 
here? Attend these sessions to make the most 
of the opportunities the Lord gives us here.

How to Grow Spiritually

Have you reached spiritual maturity? Do you 
need milk, or solid food? Come along for this 

5-week focus on spiritual growth.

C aro l  S ing ers  N eeded

Carols in Dubai will take place on December 
13, and we are looking for male and female 

UCCD members to sing in the choir.

Rehearsals start on November 6.

Please email us now to sign-up for this 
wonderful service opportunity.

vaughn@uccdubai.com

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
Web:  www.uccdubai.com

http://www.uccdubai.com
http://www.uccdubai.com

