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H E R A L D
The Gospel  And Marriage

T H E

Marriage

e Bible uses marriage to remind us about what 
Christ did for the church. e gospel defines roles 
for the Christian husband and wife. What does 
marriage have to do with sanctification? How 
should we pray for our spouses?
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e gospel and marriage… it’s hard to 
separate the two. In the Bible, both are 
inextricably linked.  Let’s consider how the 
Bible ties these two ideas together.

e Bible uses marriage to remind you 
that your first allegiance is to Christ.
Paul writes, “I promised you to one 
husband, to Christ, so that I might present 
you as a pure virgin to him” (2 Cor. 
11:3). at’s right… if you are a Christian, 
you have one husband—Christ. Just as a 
faithful husband or wife is committed to 
his/her spouse, your loyalty is foremost to 
your Savior. He is preeminent; and he is 
your greatest priority over anything and 
everything. Gospel-centered marriages 
start with an abiding love for Christ.

e Bible uses marital infidelity to warn 
us to not run away from God.
Adultery is when someone goes outside 
the boundaries of the marriage covenant 
to have sexual relations with someone 
other than his/her spouse. Spiritual 
adultery is when men and women 
run away from God and run to the world. 
ey become more preoccupied with the 
world and more persuaded by its desires, 
and turn themselves into enemies of God.
James decries: “You adulterous people, 
don’t you know that friendship with the 
world is hatred toward God?  Anyone who 

chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God” (James 4:4).
Love of the world and love of God cannot 
co-exist. Just as an adulterous spouse 
destroys his marriage because of his 
promiscuity, our flirtations with the world 
jeopardize our relationship with 
God. Gospel-centered marriages 
encourage us to flee from the adulterous 
desires of this world, and to run to God 
and His superior love.

e Bible uses Christ’s death for sinners 
to define a husband’s care for his wife.
Paul defines a husband’s love for his wife 
as giving himself up for her.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for 
her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, and 
to present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless 
(Eph. 5:25-27).

Traditional values say that a husband’s role 
is to provide for his family by putting food 
on the table and a roof over their heads. 
While providing for your wife is a good 
thing, biblical husbandry requires self-
sacrifice that is much greater. Rarely will a 
husband literally give up his life to protect 
his wife. More commonly, love and self-
sacrifice require a husband to daily give 
over his entire life for his bride.
Husbands, it requires you to put to death 
your selfish desires; to consistently put 
yourself second and to put your wife first.  

Deepak Reju serves as an Associate Pastor 
at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in 
Washington DC, USA.
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Just as Christ gave up his life for us, so also 
a husband must be willing to give up his 
life for his wife.

What an enormously difficult thing this is! 
But what an enormously big God we serve. 
He provides an abundance of grace to 
husbands, who on their own could never 
fulfill this enormous task. Gospel-centered 
marriages encourage husbands to live like 
Christ by giving up their life for their bride.

e Bible uses the church’s following of 
Christ to define the wife’s role in 
marriage.
In his explanation of gospel-centered 
marriages, Paul also describes wives and 
their role in relating to their husbands. 
“Now as the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to their husbands 
in everything” (Eph. 5:24).
A wife’s life is to resemble the church and 
its submission to Christ as its Head. e 
world says that to submit to someone is to 
basically become a slave to another. As 
controversial as the topic of submission 
might be in our culture, Christians have a 
much more sound definition—trust.
When a wife submits to her husband, she 
says to him, “I trust you and therefore I’m 
willing to follow your leadership in our 
marriage.” Where does this trust come 
from? It comes from the Bible, which 
teaches us that God is trustworthy (Prov. 
3:5-6; Matt 27:43). It also comes from a 
knowledge that if God is trustworthy (1 
Sam. 15:29), then so also is His Word.
Wives submit to their husbands because 
they know that God’s Word is a 
trustworthy guide for their life (Col. 

3:18; Eph. 5:22-24; 1 Pet. 3:5-6).Gospel-
centered marriages encourage wives to 
follow the example of the church in 
trusting, following and submitting to their 
husbands.

e Bible uses human marriage to point 
us to a greater spiritual reality.
It is not that God created human marriage, 
and then one day thought, “e 
relationship between Christ and the church 
is a lot like human marriage.” No, Paul 
explains that human marriage is meant to 
be a pointer to a much greater spiritual 
reality—the relationship of Christ and his 
bride, the church.

Referring to marriage, Paul writes: “is is 
a profound mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church” (Eph. 5:32).
Unbeknownst to the people of Moses’ day, 
God created human marriage to be a 
display of the relationship with Christ and 
His church. at means, how you 
communicate with your spouse, how you 
care for each other, how you parent 
together, how you handle the finances, how 
you run your home together, how you 
work as a team… all of these things model 
the relationship of Christ and the church to 
those watching you.

Your marriage is a display of the 
gospel. Gospel-centered marriages use 
daily human struggles to point to a much 
greater marriage—the relationship between 
the groom, Christ, and His beautiful bride, 
the church.
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According the Bible, Satan prowls around 
like a lion looking for someone to devour 
(1 Peter 5:8), but many times, he probably 
doesn’t have to do that much. I wonder if 
sometimes Satan sits back and laughs at 
us.

Marriage can be extremely messy. As 
sinners we can do dumb things in 
marriage—we hurt one another; we make 
false assumptions and then 
miscommunicate; we manipulate or say 
mean things to our spouse; we think less 
about serving and more about being 
served. We don’t always follow God’s 
Word or advice from godly leaders. We 
put our hopes in the world or each other 
more than we put hope in God.

We don’t need Satan to ruin our marriage. 
We do plenty of unhelpful things on our 
own to ruin our marriages. I’m sure Satan 
enjoys having a front row seat, watching 
our folly and foolishness.

What does he see?

e Battlefield of Marriage

1. Spouses live in the flesh and not in the 
Spirit (Galatians 5).

Picture a fight. You and your spouse are 
arguing about something big or small; and 
at just the right moment, you are faced 
with a decision. It’s the moment that I’ve 
heard some call the watershed moment—
the point at which you pick a path to 
follow. You can satisfy your sinful flesh or 
follow the lead of the Spirit. You go down 
the path of a nasty fight or honor your 
spouse by admitting your wrong. Which 
do you typically choose?

2. No sex in the marriage (1 Corinthians 
7).

If you are fighting, the last thing you want 
to do is to be intimate with each other, 
right? Conflict is a barrier to intimacy in 
marriage. e two are not one, but two. 
One of God’s purposes for sex is to foster 
“oneness” or unity (Genesis 2:24; 1 
Corinthians 6) in your marriage. Couples 
who don’t have regular sex are allowing a 
barrier to come between them. No sex in 
marriage means the couples is less unified.

Deepak Reju serves as an Associate 
Pastor at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in 
Washington DC, USA
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3. A husband is consumed by 
pornography (1 essalonians 4).

is causes him to be distracted from his 
wife’s beauty. Sometimes he gets drawn in 
by a pop-up. More oen, he simply gives-
in to lust (Galatians 5:13) and aggressively 
pursues it. She discovers it. It quickly 
shatters trust in the marriage. She is 
devastated and she asks questions like, 
“Am I not desirable?” “Why would he look 
at other women when he has me?” Worst 
of all, “Is there something fundamentally 
wrong with me?”

4. Loy, sky-high expectations.

I’ve seen men crushed under the weight of 
their wives’ perfectionistic expectations. 
e husband says things like, “She expects 
me to be a holy man.” He constantly feels 
like a failure, and therefore has little to no 
incentive to actually work at the marriage. 
She beats him up (verbally, not physically) 
because (in the words of one spouse I 
counseled) “nothing else seems to work to 
get him to do anything.” 

5. Nuclear war (Romans 1:28-32).

You go head-to-head every night. You 
have nasty, mean, tears-evoking, loud-
screaming, door-slamming fights. 
Sometimes it gets physical. And you are 
weary…very, very weary…because you 
don’t know how to stop the fights, yet you 
are tired of dealing with nuclear war every 
night of your life.

6. Avoidance and withdrawal (Ephesians 
4:26-27).

e most basic response to any difficulty 
is the famous fight or flight response. In 
marriage, the flight response oen looks 
like avoiding your spouse. Maybe you live 
in the same house, but you live separate 
lives. Aer a fight, you avoid one another 
rather than doing the hard work of 
dealing with each other. Or, maybe you 
hide at work in order to avoid the 
marriage. You are really good at your job, 
so you oen get praise and affirmation at 
work, but never at home. Is it any surprise 
that you like being at work more, 
especially when home is a war zone all of 
the time?  

7. Hate speech (James 4:1).

In the heat of conflict, we say things that 
we all regret. I have a friend who calls 
this stupid talk.  ings come out of my 
mouth, and the moment it launches from 
my lips, I regret having said it. I wish I 
could pull it back and stuff back into my 
mouth. Sadly, I ignore the maxim, “Not 
everything that comes to my mind needs 
to come out of my mouth.”

8. Weak boundaries.

e husband flirts with a woman at work 
by saying nice things to her. He finds her 
attractive. He finds ways to go out of his 
way to encourage her, and sadly, he 
doesn’t ever demonstrate the same kind of 
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deliberateness with his spouse. ere is no 
physical, immoral interactions, but his 
verbal affirmations and emotional flirting 
goes beyond what would safely be deemed 
as platonic.  Wives are cable of doing this, 
too. Oen times, in retaliation to the 
husband’s careless boundaries.

9. Work-idolatry (James 4:4-5).

You love your job and you pour yourself 
into it, to the detriment of your family. 
You rationalize, “ey need me at work” 
or “She doesn’t understand the pressure 
I’m under at work.” If you were honest, 
you work matters more than your family. 
You cherish your job more than you do 
your wife and kids. 

10. Lying (Colossians 3:9).

Lying can destroy trust in a marriage. A 
spouse lies because he is trapped and 

doesn’t want to have his sin exposed. For 
example, a husband who has been secretly 
having an extra-marital affair….of course 
he is embarrassed for anyone to find out. 
He is emotionally and spiritually 
immature—in a word, you married 
someone with poor character. 

Sad, isn’t it, to see so much foolishness? 
is is the typical battlefield of bad 
marriage. is is why we put our hope not 
in ourselves, but in the glorious gospel of 
Jesus Christ. It is sinners such as these that 
Jesus came to save (Mark 10:43-45).

Join the Conversation

“What marriage maladies would you add 
to this list?”

“e cross makes a stunning statement about husbands and wives: we are 
sinners and our only hope is grace.  …once I find 1 Timothy 1:15-16 

trustworthy…once I know that I am indeed the worst of sinners, then my 
spouse is no longer my biggest problem: I am.  And when I find myself 

walking in the shoes of the worst of sinners, I will make every effort to grant 
my spouse the same lavish grace that God has granted me.”

Dave Harvey, 'When Sinners Say ‘I Do’, pg 41
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10 Things to Pray for Your Wife

Our hunger for God will not be confined 
to our closets. As we know him and 
delight in all that he is for us in Jesus, our 
joy in him reaches beyond personal 
experience on a quest to be reproduced in 
others. One of the simplest ways we 
realize this is by taking serious how we 
pray — by wanting and asking for others 
the same things we want and ask for 
ourselves.

It is a beautiful thing — a miracle — when 
we become as invested in the 
sanctification of others as we are in our 
own. And, of course, the best place to start 
is with our spouses.

So men, here are 10 things to want from 
God (and ask from him) for your wife:

1- God, be her God — her all-satisfying 
treasure and all. Make her jealous for your 
exclusive supremacy over all her affections 
(Psalm 73:24–25).

2- Increase her faith — give her a rock-
solid confidence that your incomparable 
power is only always wielded for her 
absolute good in Christ (Romans 8:28–30).

3- Intensify her joy — a joy in you that 
abandons all to the riches of your grace in 
Jesus and that says firmly, clearly, gladly: 

"I'll go anywhere and do anything if you 
are there" (Exodus 33:14–15).

4- Soen her heart — rescue her from 
cynicism and make her tender to your 
presence in the most complicated details 
of dirty diapers and a multitude of other 
needs you've called her to meet (Hebrews 
1:3).

5- Make her cherish your church — build 
relationships into her life that challenge 
and encourage her to walk in step with the 
truth of the gospel, and cause her to love 
corporate gatherings, the Lord's Table, and 
the everyday life of the body (Mark 3:35).

6- Give her wisdom — make her see 
dimensions of reality that I would 
overlook and accompany her vision with a 
gentle, quiet spirit that feels safe and 
celebrated (1 Peter 3:4).

7- Sustain her health — continue to 
speak your gi of health and keep us from 
presumption; it is by blood-bought grace 
(Psalm 139:14).

8- Multiply her influence — encourage 
and deepen the impact she has on our 
children. Give her sweet glimpses of it. 
Pour her out in love for our neighbors and 
spark creative ways to engage them for 
Jesus's sake (John 12:24).

9- Make her hear your voice — to read 
the Bible and accept it as it really is, your 

Jonathan Parnell is a Content Strategist 
at Desiring God.org
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word... your very word to her where she 
lives, full of grace and power and 
everything she needs pertaining to life and 
godliness (2 Peter 1:3).

10- Overcome her with Jesus — that she 
is united to him, that she is a new creature 

in him, that she is your daughter in him. . . 
No longer in Adam and dead to sin; now 
in Christ and alive to you, forever 
(Romans 6:11).

And then a thousand other things. Amen.

For Wives: Why Do We Pray so 
Infrequently for our 

Husbands?

A submissive wife will take pains to 
ensure that the eye she focuses on her 
husband is a sympathetic eye. When 
perplexed by his behavior, she will, instead 
of engage in condemnation or self-pity, 
stop and ask herself searching questions.

 - Why is he slow to respond to my 
requests? 
- Why does he come home and turn on 
the television or surf the Internet instead 
of talking to me? 
- Why does he keep his feelings to 
himself? Why does he get angry and snap 
so quickly? 
- Why does he seldom express gratitude 

for my labors on his behalf? 
- Why is he more interested in his male 

friends? 
- Why does he spend money on foolish 

things? 
- Why does he not listen to my advice? 

- Why is he plagued by stress and anxiety? 
- Why is he so easily threatened? Why is 

he insecure? 
- Why can’t he break out of his irritating 

habits? 
- Why does he treat other women with 

greater interest than he treats me? 
- Why is he so negative? 
- Why does he seldom come home on 

time? 
- Why does he always expect me to mesh 

with his schedule? 
- Why does he rarely say he loves me—

and when he does, 
- why is it so unconvincing?

Too oen we permit questions like these 
to pass without sympathetic examination. 
It is always easier to allow frustrations to 
fester and to explode in verbal criticism 
than to do the difficult work of drawing a 
bead on the mind of the husband. 
Focusing a sympathetic eye on the 
husband is the way of subordination. It is 
also the way of healing, both for a weary 
wife and for her husband.

Tim Savage  is Senior Pastor of 
Camelback Bible Church in Paradise 
Valley, AZ, USA.
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Praying Hearts
But just because a wife asks the right 
questions does not mean she will find 
correct answers. Careful observation does 
not guarantee accurate analysis. e latter 
is won only by supernatural assistance. e 
process of focusing her sights on the 
husband must be bathed in prayer. 

Questions such as the ones asked above 
ought to be addressed not in the first 
instance to female confidants or to 
marriage counselors or even to the spouse 
himself, but to an all-knowing God. To the 
Lord she must turn with questions and 
plead for supernatural insight into her 
husband. And she will receive a response: 
to prayerful hearts come illuminating 
answers.

With the assurance of a divine response, 
why do wives pray so infrequently for their 
husbands? Is it because they are 
predisposed not to pray? Earnest prayer 
does not come naturally to any of us. And 
it is certainly torture to our adversary the 
Devil; he will do anything in his 
considerable power to thwart a wife’s 
prayer on behalf of her husband. e very 
tendency to neglect prayer ought itself to 
become the object of our prayers. We must 
pray that we would pray—and in 
particular, pray for husbands.

It would be tempting to suggest examples 
of the possible insights flooding the mind 
of a wife who inquires prayerfully into the 
ways of her husband—tempting, but not 

necessarily beneficial. Every husband is 
different, and examples pertinent to one 
might be irrelevant to another. Moreover, 
the provision of examples might cause 
wives to neglect the hard work of drawing a 
bead on their own husband. And it is the 
hard work that the Lord rewards.
But for purposes of illustration, I will 
venture one example. It may be that aer 
earnest and prayerful inquiry a wife 
discovers that her husband derives a large 
portion of his identity from the level of 
material success he can strain from a fickle 
marketplace. As a result, it dawns on her 
that he needs her unconditional acceptance 
irrespective of his economic productivity, 
the size of his salary, or the standard of his 
living—matters which foster in him an 
acute sense of inferiority. With fresh 
insight into her husband’s heart, a 
proactive wife will seek to inundate her 
husband with unmerited encouragement. 
In this way, submission to her husband 
moves beyond prayerful inquiry and 
blossoms into a resolve to do whatever it 
takes to minister to him at the level of his 
need.

at is the pattern of Christ. Looking down 
from heaven, he inquired into the needs of 
human hearts. Turning his sights onto our 
shriveled souls, he identified a debilitating 
defect. Mercifully, he took the next step 
and met us at our point of need; leaving the 
glory of heaven, he submitted to the 
brutalities of a cross. He walked the path of 
subordination and now bids us to do the 
same.



UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOL 5, ISSUE 7   JULY, 2013

PAGE 10

e grace of God is patient and works 
both instantaneously and over time. A 
mistake we sometimes make is thinking 
too idealistically, as though if we blow our 
first apology, there is no chance for a 
second.

e way to think about this marriage 
saver biblically is that it is an effort to 
see Colossians 3:13 fleshed out in real life: 
“Bear with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgive each 
other.” ere is both “bearing with” and 
there is “forgiving.” How do they mingle 
in marriage?

Here’s one way I have in mind. I will 
describe nine steps to reconciliation with 
your wife (or husband, or friend, or 
colleague). Something like this is needed 
when you are too sinful to apologize 

sincerely the first time. is is real 
experience more oen than I would like to 
admit, and, in another sense, not oen 
enough. (Wives and husbands, hear these 
steps with yourself in both roles.)

Step 1. Your wife points out something 
you said or did that is wrong or that she 
doesn’t like.

Step 2. You get angry. (For five or six 
reasons that seem good to you at the 
moment).

Step 3. You have the grace to know in 
your head that this anger is ungodly and 
that a heartfelt apology, both for what she 
pointed out and for the anger, is in order.

Step 4. You are able to say the words of 
apology but not able to feel sorry because 
the anger has made your heart hard 
toward her. You don’t feel tender, you 
don’t feel broken, you don’t feel sorry. But 
you know you should, so you say, “I’m 
sorry.” is is better than silence. It is a 
partial grace.

Step 5. She feels that you are angry and is, 
understandably, not satisfied with words 
that do not carry heartfelt contrition.

Step 6. Time goes by. Twenty-four hours? 
Two days? e Holy Spirit, ever patient, 
and relentlessly holy, will not let you go. 

Possible Marriage Saver in 
Nine Steps

Dr. John Piper is founder and teacher of 
DesiringGod.org

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Colossians%203.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Colossians%203.13
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He works against the anger (James 1:19–
20). He stirs up gospel truths (Ephesians 
4:32). He soens the heart (Ezekiel 36:26). 
is may be through Bible reading, the 
word of a friend, reading a book, 
attending a worship service. Meanwhile 
she is waiting, wondering, praying, 
hoping.

Step 7. Anger subsides. Sweetness rises. 
Tenderness is awakened. Sorrow for sin 
grows.

Step 8. You take her aside and you tell her 
that the first apology was the best you 
could do at the time because of your sin. 

You admit it was insufficient. You tell her 
with tenderness how you feel toward her, 
and you apologize with heart, and ask for 
forgiveness.

Step 9. In mercy, she forgives and things 
are better.

What I hope you do with this is talk it 
over with your spouse to see if it fits your 
experience. One of the values of building 
this possible pattern into your set of 
expectations is that you can cut each other 
some slack (called mercy), so that step 6 
doesn’t feel hopeless for either partner.

Marriages are Built or Destroyed 
Moment by Moment

e reconciliation of a marriage is a 
lifestyle, not just a response when things 
go bad:

If you are a sinner married to a sinner, 
then it is very dangerous to allow yourself 
to coast as a couple. You simply will not 
live a day together where no act of 
thoughtlessness, self-interest, anger, 
arrogance, self-righteousness, bitterness, 
or disloyalty will rear its ugly head. Oen 
it will be benign and low-level, but it will 
still be there.

If you are going to have a marriage that 
lives in unity, understanding, and love, 
you must have a little-moment approach 
to your marriage. God has craed a life for 
us that does not careen from huge, 
consequential moment to huge, 
consequential moment. You can probably 
name only two or three life-changing 
situations you have lived through. Every 
day we lay little bricks on the foundation 
of what our life will be. e bricks of 
words said, actions taken, little decisions, 
little thoughts, and small-moment desires 
all work together to form the functional 
edifice that is your marriage.

Paul David Tripp is the President of Paul 
Tripp Ministries.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%204.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%204.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%204.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%204.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezekiel%2036.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezekiel%2036.26
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So, you have to view yourself as a marital 
mason. You are daily on the job adding 
another layer of bricks that will determine 
the shape of your marriage for days, 
weeks, and years to come. ings in a 
marriage go bad progressively. ings 
become sweet and beautiful progressively. 
e problem is that we simply don’t pay 
attention, and because of this we allow 
ourselves to think, desire, say, and do 
things that we shouldn’t.

Here are a handful of helpful questions to 
consider:

- Do you fight for your own way in little 
things or see them as an opportunity to 
serve?

- Do you allow yourself to go to bed 
irritated aer a little disagreement?

- Do you leave for work day aer day 
without a moment of tenderness?

- Do you allow yourself to do little rude 
things you would never have done in 
courtship?

- Do you still ask for forgiveness in the 
little moments of wrong?

- Do you complain about how the other 
does little things, when it really doesn’t 
make a difference?

- Do you make decisions without 
consultation?

- Do you invest in the friendship intimacy 
of your marriage?

- Do you complain about the others 
weaknesses? Or do you see these as 
opportunities to encourage?

- Do you search for little avenues to 
express love?

- Do you keep records of wrongs?

- Do you regularly express appreciation 
and respect?

- Do you swallow little hurts that you once 
would’ve discussed?

- Do you turn little requests into regular 
demands?

You can have a good marriage, but you 
must understand that a good marriage is 
not a mysterious gi. No, it is, rather, a set 
of commitments that forges itself into a 
moment-by-moment lifestyle.
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Husbands ought to love their wives as 
Christ loves them: graciously, sacrificially, 
redemptively, with understanding, and 
with honor. Let’s focus on what it looks 
like for husbands to love their wives 
redemptively:

To love my wife redemptively means I 
should desire to see my wife being 
continually transformed into an 
increasingly beautiful bride, just as Christ 
desires this for the Church. ese 
questions can point us in that direction:

1- Do I faithfully pray for her, that Jesus 
Christ might be glorified in her and that 
she might know his love and grace?

2- Do I love her enough to confront and 
correct her sin, especially recurrent 
patterns of sin, and then patiently and 
consistently lead her into fruitful and 
liberating repentance?

3- Do I wash her with the water of God’s 
Word (Ephesians 5:25-27), or do I 
compromise her growth in godliness 

because my pride, selfishness, or fear 
keeps me from this God-given 
responsibility?

4- Do I lead her into active involvement 
and service in our local church?

5- Do I constantly remind her of the 
gospel of grace and of God’s active 
goodness on our behalf?

Wives: Oen times fear, disappointment, 
or pride make it difficult for you to think 
about or behave toward your husband 
with respect. Don’t despair. ere is grace 
for us. ere are 3 ways we can respect our 
husbands. In thought, word, and deed. 
Here are some questions to consider as we 
work towards this:

1- Am I more aware of my husband’s 
deficiencies or his strengths?

2- Am I more inclined to criticize my 
husband (whether verbally or in my heart) 
or commend him?

3- Have I failed to express respect for my 
husband because I’m so concerned about 
a particular area of sin in his life?

Adapted from the book “Love at Lasts” 
by Gary & Betsy Ricucci

http://www.esvonline.org/Ephesians+5.25-27
http://www.esvonline.org/Ephesians+5.25-27
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4- What thoughts spring to my mind 
when I think of my husband?

5- Do these thoughts honor my husband?

6- How do I speak to my husband when 
we are alone?

7- How do I speak to him in public?

8- How do I speak of him to others?

9- Do I show respect to my husband 
through my actions? How so?

10- Do I freely display affection for him 
through appropriate physical contact 
(depending on the circumstances)?

11- Do I listen intently when he is 
speaking, whether in private or in public?

Or do my deeds communicate a lack of 
respect, inattentiveness, or even 
indifference . . . like interrupting him, 
looking elsewhere when he’s talking, or 
forgetting to get to things he’s asked me to 
do?

Let me encourage you to take the time to 
sit down and think about all your 
husband’s godly qualities. Write down 
what you respect, admire,and appreciate 
in your husband, or things you appreciate 
that he does for you and your family. 
ink also about the routine ways you 
benefit from your husband in regular day-
to-day, week-to-week life. Consider 
putting some of your thoughts into a letter 
of love and gratitude and giving it to him 
to read on his own.

“A married person does not live in isolation. He or she has made a promise, a 
pledge, a vow, to another person. Until that vow is fulfilled and the promise is 
kept, the individual is in debt to his marriage partner. at is what he owes. 

“You owe it to yourself ” is not a valid excuse for breaking a marriage vow but 
a creed of selfishness.” 

~ R.C. Sproul 
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What does the biblical love of a husband 
look like in practice? Once again, the 
model is Jesus Christ. We can identify six 
salient features of the love of Christ. e 
first two may be framed in terms of 
prohibitions (what his love is not) and the 
last four in terms of affirmations (what it 
is).

Never Unfaithful
First of all, a husband’s love is never 
unfaithful. e love of Christ for the 
church is extremely possessive (John 
10:14), fiercely protective (John 10:28), 
intensely devoted (John 10:9), and 
radically sacrificial (John 10:11). Nothing 
could ever prompt the Lord to spread his 
affections among those who do not belong 
to him (John 10:10). And love like this 
evokes a response in kind: the people of 
God return an all-encompassing love.
e same pattern applies in marriage. 
When husbands demonstrate unwavering 
faithfulness to their wives, they prompt a 
response in kind. Husbands must guard 
this fidelity at all costs. A wife should 
know herself to be the sole recipient of her 
husband’s romantic affection. As he vowed 

at the altar, a husband must forsake all 
others.
It is not ultimately biblical warnings 
against infidelity that sanctify our 
behavior as much as fresh encounters with 
the living Christ. Transformed daily by the 
faithfulness of our Lord, we are 
supernaturally empowered to exhibit the 
same faithfulness to our wives.

Never Divorce
Secondly, a loving husband will never 
divorce his wife. Although the Scriptures 
may provide an exception to this rule 
(see Matt.19:9), husbands ought to draw 
their inspiration from the exceptional love 
of Christ. It is a love that never parts with 
its object. ere will never be sufficient 
reason for Christ to abandon his bride, the 
church which bears his name. We are 
secure in his eternal embrace. It ought to 
be the same for wives who are loved by 
their husbands in the same way as Christ 
loves the church. Marriages may be 
subjected to severe trials, but they need 
never break. At the altar a vow was etched 
in stone—“till death do us part.”
In antiquity, people were accustomed to 
easy divorce, and it proved a comforting 
safeguard in the event of bad marriages. 
When Jesus uttered the famous 
prohibition against divorce, it sent a 
collective shudder down the spines of 

William Boekestein is the Pastor of 
Covenant Reformed Church in 
Carbondale, PA, USA.

For Husbands: 6 Ways to 
Display Christ’s Love

http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.14
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.14
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.14
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.14
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.28
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.28
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.9
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.9
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.11
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.11
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.10
http://www.esvonline.org/John+10.10
http://www.esvonline.org/Matt.19.9
http://www.esvonline.org/Matt.19.9
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even his most pious listeners. “If such is the 
case of a man with his wife,” demurred his 
disciples, “it is better not to marry” (Matt. 
19:10)! Many today would express a similar 
reservation. But we must not succumb to a 
self-seeking outlook that has produced so 
much pain and dysfunction within 
marriage. Our compassionate Messiah’s 
instruction, far from limiting our options 
and curtailing our happiness, is designed to 
promote freedom and fulfillment within 
marriage. It is for our good that he 
commands us not to divorce.
It is only when a husband follows the 
counsel of the Lord, when he forsakes all 
others and clings faithfully to his wife, and 
does so irrespective of inevitable marital 
disappointments, that he discovers a 
contentment beyond anything the present 
age has to offer—an abiding and 
overwhelming joy that only God can 
provide. Following the commands of the 
Lord never diminishes marital fulfillment. 
It always enhances it.

Always Attentive
We can fill out the portrait of a loving 
husband by adding four positive 
affirmations. First of all, a husband who 
models the love of Christ will notice his 
wife. Love pays attention. As time wears on 
and the initial sparks begin to wane, other 
things—the demands of work, the passion 
for sports, the challenge of parenting, the 
companionship of male friends—can steal 
away a husband’s attention. e result is 

marital stagnation in which superficial and 
brief conversations and perfunctory kisses 
take the place of deeper interaction.
Many husbands fail to detect the 
deterioration, or they look primarily to 
their wives to stoke the marital flame. 
Sticking closely to their appointed routines, 
husbands busy themselves with their own 
projects. Wives, wishing to please their 
husbands, keep growing frustrations under 
wraps and then, unwittingly, begin to slide 
into a state of emotional indifference or 
despair. When the sterility of the 
relationship finally becomes unendurable, 
wives will erupt into—what seems to their 
husbands—a volcano of irrational 
negativity. At that point, the marriage is 
seriously imperiled.
But the point need never arrive. A vigilant 
husband consciously nurtures his first love. 
He views his wife as his most cherished 
earthly possession. He pays attention to 
her. And when he does, he makes a 
startling discovery. She becomes the great 
delight of his heart. Her personality, her 
gis, and her interests—now carefully 
noted by the eyes of her partner—become 
to him a source of endless fascination. e 
words of Solomon stand like a capstone 
over his heart: he enjoys life with his wife 
whom he loves (Eccles. 9:9). Because she 
knows herself to be his greatest treasure, 
she is filled with joy and the sparks of the 
marriage rarely diminish.

http://www.esvonline.org/Matt.+19.10
http://www.esvonline.org/Matt.+19.10
http://www.esvonline.org/Matt.+19.10
http://www.esvonline.org/Matt.+19.10
http://www.esvonline.org/Eccles.+9.9
http://www.esvonline.org/Eccles.+9.9
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Always Understanding
A loving husband will take pains to 
understand his wife. He will notice not 
only what she says and how she acts, but 
will also seek reasons underlying those 
words and behavior. He will probe beneath 
the surface for the person she is within. 
at, of course, is a defining feature of 
Christ’s love. He was not content merely to 
notice from afar but climbed into a human 
body in order to deal with us on an 
intimate level. He was “made like his 
brothers in every respect” in order that he 
might “sympathize with our 
weaknesses” (Heb. 2:17; 4:15). In the same 
way, a husband ought to pursue insight 
into the thoughts and emotions of his wife. 
He ought to learn what shapes her dreams 
and prompts her fears.
Deep understanding will emerge only 
through creative verbal interaction. Love 
talks. It asks questions. Jesus constantly 
inquired of those he loved. “Why are you 
so afraid?” (Mark 4:40). “Why are you 
making a commotion and 
weeping?” (Mark 5:39). So, too, a loving 
husband will tenderly ask his wife to reveal 
her heart and, when necessary, help her to 
do so.
It will hardly be surprising that the greatest 
obstacle to an outbreak of God’s glory 
within marriage is a breakdown of 
communication. When dialogue becomes 
mundane, one-sided, repetitive, tense, or 
ceases altogether, mutual understanding 
will be the casualty. A loving husband will 

guard against the demise of conversation. 
He will carve out times for sympathetic 
interaction and, if necessary, structure 
times into his daily routine. Uninterrupted 
communication every day helps to build 
marital cohesion. So, too, does a date night 
once a week or a quarterly weekend in the 
mountains or at the beach. Fixing times is 
the responsibility of a loving husband. 
Ongoing dialogue is the fruit of his love.

Always Sympathetic
irdly, a loving husband will seek to 
sympathize with his wife. Sympathy 
represents a natural progression from the 
first two positive brushstrokes of Christlike 
love.
For many husbands, sympathy is not a 
natural attribute. And, ironically, the more 
a husband thinks he understands his wife, 
oen the less sympathy he expresses. 
Understanding can breed contempt. When 
the weaknesses of a wife are exposed, 
husbands can become judgmental, harsh, 
critical, or authoritarian. ey can 
disrespect her opinions, belittle her ideas, 
demean her accomplishments, correct her 
use of words, and criticize her initiatives—
either in subtle ways or sometimes even in 
front of others. How a husband treats his 
wife in public is a very telling measure of 
the authenticity of his love.
True love sympathizes. It rejoices to 
support another. Here the apostle Paul sets 
a high standard of instruction: Love is 
patient and kind; love does not envy or 

http://www.esvonline.org/Heb.+2.17,%204:15
http://www.esvonline.org/Heb.+2.17,%204:15
http://www.esvonline.org/Mark+4.40
http://www.esvonline.org/Mark+4.40
http://www.esvonline.org/Mark+5.39
http://www.esvonline.org/Mark+5.39
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boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful. . . . Love bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things (1 Cor. 13:4–5, 7). Although these 
words were addressed to all members of 
the church at Corinth, they could easily be 
understood as a call specifically to 
husbands. Love relishes the opportunity to 
defer to the concerns and the needs of a 
wife.

Always Sacrificial
Fourthly, a loving husband will sacrifice for 
his wife. If we were to scan the dictionary 
for the perfect synonym of biblical love, we 
could do no better than the pregnant word 
sacrifice. It certainly sums up the pattern 
inherent in Christ’s love. He sacrificed 
himself on our behalf. is is the supreme 
calling of husbands. ey love their wives 
“as Christ loved the church [when he] gave 
himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25).
Sacrifice entails more than a simple 
willingness to put one’s life at risk for 
another. e love of a Christian husband 
ought to be characterized by an even 
greater degree of sacrifice—more than a life 
given in death, but a life given in life. A 
loving husband will lay down his own life 
by taking up his wife’s. He will make her 
life his life. He will view her life as dearer to 
him than his own.
is kind of self-denying love is a mystery 
to most husbands. Few things are deemed 
worthy of the sacrifice of their lives—work 

perhaps, or ambitions, or wealth. But a 
wife?! Men still nurture the idea that wives 
are essentially there for them—to serve 
them, to please them, to love them—and 
not vice versa. How oen do men forfeit a 
personal passion for the good of their 
wives? How many men will put their work 
on hold to fulfill a wife’s dream? How oen 
do husbands assure their wives in a 
tangible way that apart from God nothing 
in their lives is even remotely as important 
as they are? How many wives are confident 
that their husbands are willing to sacrifice 
everything for them? is is not the reality 
of most marriages. We live in a society 
where men are more likely to nurture their 
golf swings, or their reputations, than the 
hearts of their wives.

Rewards of Christlike Love
Biblical love transforms a wife. It is the 
most powerful shaping agent in the world. 
Love elevates a wife above everything 
common and defiled, cleanses her from the 
sullying influences of her past, and 
transforms her into a radiant person. It 
bathes her in the glory of God and removes
—from the eyes of her husband and, 
consequently, from her own eyes too—any 
taint or blemish. What an exquisite 
creature is the woman loved by her 
husband! Men take note. e wife of your 
dreams—indeed a wife exceeding your 
dreams—awaits the demonstration in and 
through you of Christlike love.

http://www.esvonline.org/1+Cor.%2013.4%E2%80%935,%207
http://www.esvonline.org/1+Cor.%2013.4%E2%80%935,%207
http://www.esvonline.org/Eph.+5.25
http://www.esvonline.org/Eph.+5.25
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Recommended Books



July Calendar

June 7, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

June 13, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Surge Training 

June 14, 2013
9:30-10:20am  Friday Foundations.
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

June 20, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Surge Training

June 21, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm Members Meeting

June 27, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Surge Prayer Meeting

June 28, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering
Surge Team Departs for Lucknow

July 5, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

June 14th to July 19th 
9:30 am to 10:20 am

Downstairs

Living as a Church
God calls us to live out our faith in community 

with others. Come and be challenged to live 
your life as a display of God's glory, in 

fellowship with God's people.

Guidance
Do you know God's will for your life? Are you 

paralyzed by decisions you need to 
make? During this six week class you will learn 
how to make wise decisions without resorting 

to superstition or random Bible verses.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

ank you for your support 
of our student trip to 
Lucknow, India. 

To date, we have raised 
AED 35,000 of the needed 

100,000 dirhams. We are so encouraged by 
your generosity! We will continue to make 
our fundraising containers available as well 
as selling artwork and baked goods! We 
appreciate your ongoing financial support 
and prayer for us as we prepare to share the 
gospel of grace in Lucknow.

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com
http://uccdubai.com
http://uccdubai.com

