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H E R A L D
The Gospel  And Stewardship

T H E

money

e Bible has a lot to say about money. How do we 
steward our possessions to the glory of God? How 
does the gospel of grace speak to our greed? What 
does gospel-giving look like?
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“And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be 
on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions’” (Luke 
12:15). e story Jesus told of the rich 
man (vv. 10–21) is ageless and simple. A 
man of immense wealth invested a 
portion of his money and substantially 
increased his worth. en, just as he was 
set to enjoy his incredible prosperity, he 
suddenly and unexpectedly died. Jesus 
told the parable to warn against 
covetousness, greed, or avarice.

Greed hides itself so easily behind the 
mask of virtue and good reasoning. Our 
first inclination as we read this parable is 
to agree with Jesus and say, “e man was 
da. He was greedy and Jesus was right in 
calling him a fool because he made plans 
to live luxuriously without any provision 
for dying.” Most of us don’t read that 
parable and say, “I am like that man. I am 
greedy.” However, I would venture to say 
that in our culture there are more of us 
who are like that man than unlike him.
He was hardworking and successful in his 
business. He had not made his money by 
taking advantage of people. His profit was 
lawful gain. He had not been lazy. He had 
done well for himself and his family.

Notice that Jesus said to His listeners, 
“Take care … be on your guard.” What 
should put us on our guard? 
Covetousness. e actual Greek word 
used by Jesus for this sin meant “a greedy 
desire for more.” Jesus was saying it can 
sneak up on you. It can be there and you 
don’t even know it.

How do we know that the man was truly 
greedy and not just making wise 
business decisions?

True greed misinterprets the meaning of 
life. Jesus prefaced the parable by saying, 
“One’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.” Greed says 
that life is about having more. 

Covetousness says that life is about having 
all you can get. We must be careful as we 
approach the subject of money or wealth. 
Many folks have misunderstood 
Christianity at this point. God did say that 
we should enjoy His creation. We should 
enjoy food, beauty, friends, and work. He 
said we should enjoy the sexual 
relationship inside of marriage. He said we 
should enjoy our material blessings. So 
let’s be sure that we are not saying that 
Christians must drive twenty-year-old 
cars, wear hair shirts, live in hovels, and 
have furniture with holes in the 
upholstery. at was not the message of 
this parable.

John P. Sartelle is Minister at Christ 
Presbyterian Church in Oakland, 
Tennessee, USA

Christianity and the 
Material World
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Jesus’ words warn us that it is so easy to get 
caught up in stuff and in self that stuff and 
self become the meaning of our lives. In 
writing about the materialism of our 
culture in his excellent book A Hunger for 
More, Laurence Shames writes, “A certain 
line gets crossed. People look to their 
goods not just for pleasure but for 
meaning. ey want their stuff to tell them 
who they are.” We buy luxury pens or 
watches because we want those accessories 
to describe who we are to the world. We 
want everything from our cars to our 
vacations to define us.

Greed always wants more. In the opening 
scene of the story, the man was already 
very wealthy (v. 16). But he was not 
satisfied. He already had many barns 
(notice the plural), but they were not 
enough. He wanted more. Greed always 
does — it is insatiable. During a political 
revolution in the Philippines that drove 
Ferdinand Marcos from power, he and his 
wife Imelda fled the country. She le 
behind 1,200 pairs of shoes and seventy-
one pairs of sunglasses. e truth is that 
she would not have stopped at two 
thousand pairs of shoes or two hundred 
pairs of sunglasses.

Greed fails to see the true source of our 
possessions. e wealthy land owner 
considered himself to be a self-made man. 
Six times in speaking to himself he used 
the personal pronoun “I.” He also spoke of 
“my crops; my barns; my grain; my goods.” 
He did not see himself as God’s steward. 
He saw himself as the owner. He was his 
own creator and sustainer. Now, that is the 
point of the parable. e parable does not 

end with his sudden death. e parable 
ends with the question God asked the man 
on the night he died: “Fool! is night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?” (v. 20). 
As the man le this world, God forced him 
to realize for the first time that he had been 
only a steward. Everything he had in life 
had been given to him by the true Owner, 
and the steward’s use of it had just come to 
an end. God would turn it over to another 
caretaker, and the former steward would 
give an accounting.

Christian stewardship far exceeds giving 
ten percent to the Lord. e true Christian 
steward understands that everything he is 
and has belongs to God. God is the owner 
of his body, his time, the buttons on his 
shirt, and his children. To claim God’s 
possessions as your own is not only 
arrogant, it is inane. e mind of the 
steward is to reflect the mind of the Master. 
e heart of the steward is to reflect the 
heart of the Master. e generosity of the 
steward is to reflect the generosity of 
the Master.
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Greed & Liberality

My guess is that you can’t guess who the 
fastest growing debtors in America are. 
According to the Wall Street Journal it’s 
the super rich — not to be confused with 
the obscenely rich. 

e wealthiest one percent of households 
are piling on a greater percentage of debt 
than any other income category as they 
pursue the lifestyles of the top one-tenth 
of one percent. Yes, it’s a tough day to be 
super rich when keeping up with the 
Jones’ doesn’t mean traveling first class but 
chartering a Lear Jet.

Of course, it’s not just the super rich who 
spend beyond their means; it’s everyone. 
In the last twenty-five years, the ratio of 
household debt to disposable income in 
the United States more than doubled, 
rising from 65 percent in the early 1980s 
to 136 percent in the first quarter of 2007. 
We’re twice as greedy as we were in the 
excessive eighties.

Yet I dare say that, for Americans, greed is 
to sin what North Dakota is to U.S. states 
— it’s easy to forget that it exists. We 
confess lust, anger, maybe pride, maybe 
self-righteousness. But greed? It’s 
whitewashed. It’s camouflaged. We use 

words like “lifestyle” or “ambition” or “the 
American dream.”

But the Bible could hardly be more severe 
in its condemnation of greed. Twice, Paul 
calls greed idolatry (Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5), 
and he means to grab our attention by 
doing so. Christians and Jews in the 
ancient Near East knew idolatry was the 
nation of Israel’s greatest sin, and both 
groups regarded it as a defining 
characteristic of pagans, like sexual 
immorality. What is idolatry? Idolatry is 
worshiping, trusting, loving, and obeying 
gods other than the true God. It’s breaking 
the first two commandments.

And that’s what greed is. Greed is idolatry. 
Greed is worshiping, trusting, loving, and 
obeying worldly treasures rather than 
God. Greed is breaking the first two 
commandments. Greed is placing your 
faith in money rather than in Jesus (Matt. 
6:24). And Jesus Himself says that greed is 
a defining characteristic of pagans, not 
Christians (Matt. 6:32; see also Eph. 5:3).

Since greed is the root of all kinds of evil, 
Christians are commanded to flee greed, 
just as they are to flee idolatry and sexual 
immorality (1 Tim. 6:10–11; see 1 Cor. 
6:18; 10:14). Paul’s warnings could not be 
clearer: the greedy will have no 
inheritance in Christ’s kingdom (Eph. 5:5); 
and the wrath of God is coming because 

Jonathan Leeman is the editorial director 
of 9marks.org
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of greed (Col. 3:5–6). Jesus promised the 
same (Luke 12:15ff.).

Brothers and sisters in Christ, flee greed. 
Do not assume that your desire for more 
or bigger or better or newer is spiritually 
neutral (see 1 Tim. 6:9). Asking God to 
provide for our earthly needs is good, and 
he may give generously (Matt. 7:9–11). 
But can we say with Paul, “If we have food 
and clothing, with these we will be 
content” (1 Tim. 6:8; see Prov. 30:8–9)?

How do we flee greed? We flee, for 
starters, by recognizing that the idolatry of 
greed is rooted in a diminished view of 
God. at’s why we love and worship the 
idols of gold instead. How does our view 
of God need to grow? Ironically, we need 
to know that God doesn’t need our money. 
He owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps. 
50:9–12). He’s not served by human 
hands, because He Himself gives us life 
and breath and everything (Acts 17:25). 
at’s how big our God is! And it’s out of 
His overflowing fullness that He has given 
Himself most fully in His Son, who offers 
the greatest of feasts for penniless and 
thirsty sinners (Isa. 55:1–2).

We flee greed by looking to the liberally 
giving God of the Gospel. We have 
received all we need in Christ! To the 
extent then that we find our joy and rest in 
this God of the Gospel we are able to give 
liberally with love (see 1 Cor. 13:3). Just as 
greed defines pagans, increasing measures 
of liberality defines Christians (see Matt. 

25:31–46). (Christians are the true 
liberals!) So Paul thanks the Philippians 
for supporting him and reminds them that 
God will supply all their needs (Phil. 4:18–
19). He encourages the Corinthians to 
give by reminding them that Christ 
became poor for their sakes (2 Cor. 8:9). 
He tells them to risk being cheated for the 
sake of the kingdom (1 Cor. 6:7), as does 
the author to the Hebrews (10:34).

Consider also the significance of the 
contexts in which hospitality is 
commanded in the New Testament, since 
hospitality pictures aspects of God’s 
generous love in the Gospel: Romans 12 
and the basics of the Christian life; 1 
Timothy and a necessary attribute of 
church leaders, male and female; 1 Peter 4 
and how to prepare for the end times.

How do we flee greed? By remembering 
the Gospel and then giving liberally. Let 
every check you write to your church be a 
declaration of independence from the lord 
of mammon. Your treasure is in heaven, 
Christian. Jesus says it’s better to give than 
to receive. Do you believe Him?
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Give Without Pay

When it comes to the mixing of gospel 
ministry and money, we who are leaders 
of churches or their ancillary ministries 
must have the fear of God struck into us. 
Heaven and hell are at stake in how we 
raise, spend, and reserve money — 
because the way we handle money either 
adorns or obscures the gospel.

e love of money really takes it on the 
chin in the New Testament. Jesus and the 
apostles have mostly negative things to say 
about wealth, unless it’s being given away. 
In the Gospels, Jesus is relentlessly hard 
on wealth in both His teachings and His 
discipleship calls. In Acts and the Epistles, 
we are repeatedly warned against, and 
given sad examples of, the love of money, 
which “is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 
Tim. 6:10).

ere’s very good reason for this. Money 
can be a rival with God for our affections. 
Jesus put it bluntly: “You cannot serve 
God and money” (Matt. 6:24). Both make 
promises to us and both lay claims on us. 
We will love one and hate the other. We 
can have only one true love. Lips can lie. 
But affections never do. Our heart is 
always with our treasure.

is is why when Jesus called people to 
follow Him, it oen included sacrificing 
their financial security. It was a call to give 
God the place wealth had occupied in 
their hearts. Jesus was not glorifying 
poverty. He was offering a far more 
superior, satisfying treasure: God Himself 
and all of the mind-blowing joy and 
pleasures of His presence (Ps. 16:11).

It’s also why when Jesus first sent out His 
disciples to proclaim the gospel, He 
instructed them not to charge money to 
either preach or mediate kingdom power. 
“You received without paying; give 
without pay” (Matt. 10:8). His purpose 
was not only to train the disciples to live 
by faith in God’s provision, but that their 
presentation of the gospel might be a 
reflection of the gospel to the people to 
whom they preached.

e gospel that Jesus’ disciples were to 
proclaim was the offer of the forgiveness 
of sins, reconciliation with God, and 
eternal life, all through faith in Jesus 
Christ apart from works of the law or any 
other kind of payment to God (Rom. 
3:28). It was all designed to magnify the 
glory of God’s free grace. erefore, 
payment of any kind to hear the gospel or 
receive kingdom benefits would 
completely distort the gospel. It would 
shortly turn the church into a den of 

Jon Bloom is president of Desiring God in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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thieves. It was crucial that the medium 
also be the message.

is is precisely why Paul worked so hard 
to make the presentation of the gospel free 
to his hearers. He had to fight the gospel 
distorters, the “peddlers of God’s word” (2 
Cor. 2:17) who had figured out how to 
make godliness a means of great gain (1 
Tim. 6:5). He even decided to forgo 
legitimate ways of making a living from 
the gospel (1 Cor. 9:14) in order to prevent 
any misconstruing of his motives. He 
resolved to “endure anything rather than 
put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of 
Christ” (1 Cor. 9:12).

If peddling God’s gospel was a problem in 
Paul’s day, it is an epidemic in ours, 
especially in the affluent church of the 
West. We are a multi-billion dollar 
market. ere is serious money to be 
made. And that is dangerous to the gospel.

And that is why those of us who lead 
evangelical churches and ministries must 
give much prayerful reflection to and take 
extraordinary care in all the ways we talk 
about, manage, and personally use money. 
So much more is at stake than what is 
merely lawful or ethical. It’s the gospel 
that’s at stake.

So for the sake of the gospel, let us join the 
Lord Jesus and the apostles in the 
following resolutions:

Let us resolve to show by our lifestyles that 
God is our treasure and not money. e 

medium as message begins with us. ere 
is no formula for this. It looks different in 
every organization and life. We will not 
judge one another (Rom. 14:4). But let our 
lives themselves demonstrate that we seek 
the kingdom first.

Let us resolve to be ruthlessly transparent 
in our financial dealings. Let there be no 
hint that we may be concealing anything.

Let us resolve to endure anything in order 
to remove obstacles to the gospel. And 
since the love of money has shown itself in 
the New Testament and throughout the 
church age to be a deadly obstacle, let us 
seek as much as possible to make the 
gospel free to the world. Let us not ask: 
“What is our right?” or “What is lawful?” 
But let us say with Paul: “What then is my 
reward? at in my preaching I may 
present the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my right in the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:18).

It is a wonderful work of the Spirit in our 
day that the message of the gospel is being 
clarified again and loved and defended. It 
is another glorious reforming of the 
church. And as this happens, let us pray 
and vigorously work to make sure that the 
role money plays in our presentations of 
this priceless message also points to the 
glorious free grace of God.
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The Gospel and Stewardship

Stewardship is the care and management 
of that which belongs to another. while we 
oen speak of things as “ours,” the reality 
is that all that we have and all we are 
belongs to another — God. As the Apostle 
Paul put it, “What do you have that you 
did not receive?” (1 Cor. 4:7). So it is from 
God that we have received our lives and 
everything in them for which we are 
responsible. Temporarily — that is, until 
God requires them from us — we are 
stewards of these gis.

ough too oen associated merely with 
money, stewardship has been memorably 
described as being stewards of our time, 
talent, and treasure. But stewardship isn’t 
just about being good managers of our 
schedules, our skills, and our stuff. e 
discipline of biblical stewardship calls us 
to use all these things in the way the Lord 
wants, to employ them for His glory. 
However, no one can be a biblical steward 
who doesn’t first understand the gospel — 
the story of what God has accomplished 
through the life and death of Jesus Christ.

e Gospel Creates Stewards
e gospel is infinitely more than a ticket 
to heaven. It is a message that changes not 

only a person’s destination in eternity but 
his heart and mind here and now. e 
gospel transforms more than a person’s 
relationship to God; it also transforms a 
person’s relationship to everything else.

at’s why one of the most reliable 
evidences that a person has been 
converted is that he begins looking for 
ways to use his time, talent, and treasure 
in service to the gospel. When a person 
eagerly begins to use his resources to serve 
and spread the gospel, it testifies to the 
value he places upon the gospel and to the 
fact that he treasures the God of the 
gospel above all.

Sin makes us selfish and wasteful with all 
that we have and all that we are. But “the 
light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:4) helps us to see that 
knowing Him is infinitely more important 
and valuable than grasping the clock and 
the dollar for ourselves. It causes us to find 
spiritual pleasure in using these things to 
meet the needs of others and to enable 
them to hear the gospel and turn to 
Christ. Coming to know Christ through 
the gospel leads us to evaluate our 
resources on the one hand and the souls of 
lost people on the other, and to say with 
the apostle Paul: “I will most gladly spend 
and be spent for your souls” (2 Cor. 12:15).

Dr. Donald S. Whitney is Associate 
Professor of Biblical Spirituality at e 
Southern Baptist eological Seminary, 
Louisville, USA.
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Stewards Need Discipline
e discipline to steward our resources in 
an intentional, God glorifying, gospel 
driven way doesn’t arrive fully formed 
with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit — it 
must be cultivated. Stewardship must be a 
discipline, for there’s always something 
else clamoring for our resources. Without 
discipline, the best intentions to use our 
time, talent, and treasure for the gospel 
will be overwhelmed by circumstances 
and the feelings of the moment, resulting 
in inconsistency or, worse, neglect in 
using our resources most effectively for 
the gospel.

In a sense, the discipline of stewardship is 
central to all other spiritual disciplines. If 
we don’t develop a God-centered use of 
our time, for example, we won’t 
consistently engage in personal disciplines 
such as prayer or the intake of God’s 
Word, nor will we participate faithfully in 
interpersonal spiritual disciplines such as 
corporate worship or Communion.

One of the classic passages on stewardship 
is Jesus’ parable of the talents (Matt. 
25:14–30; Luke 19:12– 27). In it, the 
master rewards those who stewarded well 
the resources he committed to their care, 
and he punishes those who did not. While 
there’s much more we could apply from 
this text, one obvious point is that those 
who were considered faithful stewards 
were intentional — disciplined — about 
using for their master the resources he 

temporarily entrusted to them. God is 
pleased with disciplined — not careless — 
stewardship of that which belongs to Him.

What does disciplined stewardship look 
like? It’s using your spiritual gis to serve 
God in your local church. It’s designating 
a portion of money for the church each 
month before paying other bills, so that 
the use of your treasure is consistent with 
your most treasured priorities.

Discipline enters the stewardship picture 
because it is so easy to waste our time, 
squander our talent, and be careless with 
our treasure. But even the most 
scrupulous use of our resources is 
worthless apart from the gospel. For it’s 
only through the gospel that we receive 
eternal time in heaven, glorified talents, 
and the richest of treasures — 
God Himself.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2025.14%E2%80%9330
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God Loves a Cheerful Giver

I love the movie Chariots of Fire. Now 
over twenty-five years old, the movie 
remains a compelling testimony of God 
blessing the faithful use of our gis and 
talents. e film chronicles the life of Eric 
Liddell, a Scottish missionary who was an 
Olympic-caliber sprinter. At one point in 
the movie Eric discusses his love of 
running with his sister Jennie. She is 
concerned that running is interfering 
with his call to the mission field. 
Juxtaposing his own sense of purpose to 
serve with his love of running, he says to 
Jennie: “I believe that God made me for a 
purpose, but He also made me fast, and 
when I run, I feel His pleasure.” When we 
use the gis God gives us for the purpose 
He intends, we do indeed feel His 
pleasure. Eric Liddell was made to run.

We have been made — made new in 
Christ (2 Cor 5:17) — to give. When we 
use our money as God intends, giving a 
generous portion to His kingdom work 
regularly, we will feel God’s pleasure 
because we are doing what we are made 
to do. When we feel pleasure in giving, 
we will be cheerful givers. Paul tells us 
that God loves a cheerful giver. e 
beauty of the gospel is that God supplies 
the grace to achieve in us the very thing 
that He loves. God provides grace to us 

that we might give cheerfully, feeling 
His pleasure.

God’s grace abounds to us in every good 
work of giving (2 Cor. 9:8). Our Father’s 
ultimate goal for us is that we be 
conformed to the image of His Son (Rom. 
8:29). Jesus is the supreme example of a 
cheerful giver. So when Paul urges the 
Corinthian church to support their 
impoverished brothers and sisters in 
Jerusalem, he turns to Jesus’ example: “For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Cor. 8:9).

God loves a cheerful giver because those 
who feel pleasure in giving display the 
glorious grace of His Son. His grace 
abounds to us in giving because in the act 
of giving we are being moved toward the 
image of Christ. Every time we give to a 
kingdom work, we can know a joy and 
peace in entrusting ourselves to the grace 
of our Father and being moved by grace 
toward the image of His Son. We shall not 
trade this joy for all the riches in 
the world. God’s grace alleviates our fear 
of loss of value and dignity. Our flesh and 
our culture demand that we find our value 
and dignity in our material wealth. But we 
are freed from this bondage and are now 
being conformed to the image of Christ. 

James L. Harvey III is Senior Pastor of 
e Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 
Newark, Delaware.
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Once again, Jesus is our example. In His 
incarnation Jesus was “born in a low 
condition.” In His life on earth He 
underwent “the miseries of this life, the 
wrath of God, and the cursed death of the 
cross” (Westminster Shorter Catechism .
27). Jesus voluntarily assumed a lower 
status. So, in following Him we do the 
same. We give that which we possess even 
when it requires that we assume a lower 
station in the eyes of the world (Phil. 2:6). 
We trade bigger cars, homes, and bank 
accounts for the work of God’s kingdom. 
e riches we possess we give away as 
needed for the kingdom because Christ’s 
goals have become our own — His 
gracious giving has become the pattern for 
our lives, and His everlasting inheritance 
has become our reward (1 Peter 1:4).God’s 
grace blesses our giving with 
righteousness. Christ calls us to see our 
giving in terms of “sowing” and 
“reaping” (2 Cor. 9:6). We are to view our 
money as “seed” entrusted to us from 
God. He intends a portion of this seed to 
be sown in the service of His kingdom to 
generate gracious spiritual fruit — a 
“harvest of your righteousness” (v. 10). We 
sow money at the grocery store to reap an 
immediate harvest of food. We sow 
money to provide for our children’s needs. 
We sow money in investment accounts to 
reap (so we thought) future gains. Paul 
says that we are to sow money for the 
kingdom of God as well. And, just as in 
every other type of sowing, we will reap 
according to what we sow (v. 6). In 

contrast to so many of our other financial 
investments, our investments in God’s 
kingdom always bear fruit. God grants a 
harvest of righteousness when we give. He 
conforms us to Christ, the ultimate giver. 
Our giving results in praise to God for 
those who receive the gi, either directly 
or through the ministry of another. is 
harvest of righteousness is part of an 
enduring righteousness (v. 9), which lasts 
forever. We have a cheerful satisfaction in 
knowing that our investment in God’s 
kingdom will bear fruit according to 
His promise.

God’s grace is able to meet our future 
needs. We fear that if we give to the 
kingdom of God we will jeopardize our 
future (or our children’s future). We need 
not fear because God is sovereign. Paul 
reminds us that God is the one who 
supplies bread for food. He knows our 
need for daily sustenance. He will provide 
for us to have enough for our own needs 
and still have something to share with 
others (vv. 9–10). We need not fear the 
future. God’s grace abounds to provide 
for us.

We are made in Christ to give. As Calvin 
says, “For as we are not born for ourselves 
merely, so a Christian man ought neither 
to live to himself, nor lay out what he has, 
merely for his own use.” Start giving 
regularly and bountifully to the kingdom 
of God. When you give you will feel His 
pleasure, for “God loves a cheerful 
giver” (v. 7).
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Treasures on Earth

e inner essence of worship is treasuring 
Jesus as infinitely valuable above 
everything. e outer forms of worship 
are the acts that show how much we 
treasure God. erefore, all of life is 
meant to be worship because God said 
whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do — all of life — do it all to show how 
valuable the glory of God is to you (1 
Cor. 10:31).

Money and possessions are a big part of 
life, and therefore God intends them to 
be a big part of worship. So the way we 
worship with our money and our 
possessions is to get them and use them 
and lose them in a way that shows how 
much we treasure Jesus, not money.

Luke 12:33–34 has to do with the big 
pattern of how we worship with our 
money (and by implication it relates to 
what we do with our money in corporate 
worship, as we’ll see below). “Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. 
Provide yourselves with moneybags that 
do not grow old, with a treasure in the 
heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” Observe three things from 
this important text on money.

First, embracing Jesus as our great 
Treasure carries a strong impulse toward 
simplicity rather than accumulation. 
Focus for a moment on the words “sell 
your possessions” in verse 33. Who is 
Jesus talking to? Verse 22 earlier in the 
passage gives the answer: “his disciples.” 
Now these people were, by and large, not 
wealthy. ey didn’t have a lot of 
possessions. But still He says, “Sell your 
possessions.” He doesn’t say how many 
possessions to sell.

To the rich ruler in Luke 18:22 Jesus said, 
“Sell everything you have and distribute to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.” In this 
instance, Jesus directs the man to sell all of 
his possessions.

When Zaccheus met Jesus, he said, 
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold” (Luke 19:8). So Zaccheus gave 
fiy percent of his possessions.

Acts 4:36–37 says, “Barnabas…sold a field 
that belonged to him and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” So 
Barnabas sold at least one field.

us, the Bible doesn’t tell us how many 
possessions to sell. But why does it say sell 
possessions at all? Giving alms — using 
your money to show love for those 

Dr. John Piper is founder and teacher of 
desiringGod.org
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without the necessities of life and without 
the gospel (the necessity for eternal life) 
— is so important that if you don’t have 
any liquid assets to give, you should sell 
something so you can give.

But now think what this means in context. 
ese disciples are not cash-poor rich 
people whose money is all tied up in 
bonds or real estate. Most people like that 
do, in fact, usually have fairly deep 
savings. But Jesus didn’t say, “Take some 
of your savings and give alms.” He said, 
“Sell something, and give alms.” Why? e 
simplest assumption is that these folks 
lived close enough to the edge that they 
did not have cash to give and had to sell 
something so they could give. And Jesus 
wanted His people to move toward 
simplification, not accumulation.

So what’s the point? e point is that there 
is a powerful impulse in the Christian life 
toward simplicity rather than 
accumulation. e impulse comes from 
treasuring God as Shepherd and Father 
and King more than we treasure all 
our possessions.

And the impulse is a strong impulse for 
two reasons. One is that Jesus said, “How 
difficult it is for those who have wealth 
[literally: those who have things] to enter 
the kingdom of God!” (Luke 18:24). 
In Luke 8:14 Jesus said that riches “choke” 
the Word of God. But we want to enter the 
kingdom vastly more than we want things. 

And we don’t want the gospel choked in 
our lives.

e other reason is that we want the 
preciousness of God to be manifest to the 
world. And Jesus tells us here that selling 
things and giving alms is one way to show 
that God is real and precious as Shepherd, 
Father, and King.

So the first point from Luke 12 is that 
trusting God as Shepherd, Father, and 
King carries a strong impulse toward 
simplicity rather than accumulation. And 
this brings worship out from the inner, 
hidden place of the heart into more visible 
actions for the glory of God.

But there’s a second point to see here in 
verse 33: the purpose of money is to 
maximize our treasure in heaven, not on 
the earth. “Sell your possessions, and give 
to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 
where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys.” What’s the connection between 
selling possessions here so you can meet 
the needs of others (the first part of the 
verse) and accumulating treasure in 
heaven for yourself (the end of the verse)?

e connection seems to be this: e way 
you make moneybags that don’t grow old 
and the way you gather a treasure in the 
heavens that never fails is by selling your 
possessions to meet the needs of others. In 
other words, simplifying for the sake of 
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love on earth maximizes your joy 
in heaven.

Don’t miss this utterly radical point. It’s 
the way Jesus thinks and talks all the time. 
Being heavenly-minded makes a radically 
loving difference in this world. e people 
who are most powerfully persuaded that 
what matters is treasure in heaven, not big 
accumulations of money here, are the 
people who will constantly dream of ways 
to simplify and serve, simplify and serve, 
simplify and serve. ey will give and give 
and give. And of course, they will work 
and work and work, as Paul says 
in Ephesians 4:28: “so that [they] may have 
something to share with anyone in need.”

e connection with worship — in life 
and on Sundays — is this: Jesus 
commands us to accumulate treasure in 
heaven, that is, to maximize our joy in 
God. He says that the way to do this is to 
sell and simplify for the sake of others. So 
He motivates simplicity and service by our 
desire to maximize our joy in God, which 
means that all of our use of money 
becomes a manifestation of how much we 
delight in God above money and things. 
And that is worship.

But there’s a third and final point to make 
from Luke 12: Your heart moves toward 
what you cherish, and God wants you to 
move toward Him. “For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also” (v. 34). is is given as the reason 
why we should pursue treasure in heaven 

that does not fail. If your treasure is in 
heaven where God is, then that is where 
your heart will be also.

Now what is this seemingly simple verse 
really saying? e word treasure I take to 
mean “the object cherished.” And the 
word heart I take to mean “the organ that 
cherishes.” So read the verse like this: 
“Where the object that you cherish is, 
there will be the organ that cherishes.” If 
the object you cherish is God in heaven, 
your heart will be with God in heaven. 
You will be with God. But if the object that 
you cherish is money and things on the 
earth, then your heart will be on the earth. 
You will be on the earth, cut off from God.

is is what Jesus meant in Luke 
16:13 when He said, “No servant can serve 
two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and money.” To serve money is 
to cherish money and pursue all the 
benefits money can give. In this case, the 
heart goes aer money. But to serve God 
means to cherish God and to pursue all 
the benefits God can give. Here, the heart 
goes aer God.

And that is worship: the heart’s cherishing 
God and seeking Him as the treasure 
above all treasures.

In conclusion, let’s relate these three points 
from Luke 12:33–34 to the corporate act of 
worship we call “the offering.” is 
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moment and this act will be worship for 
you, regardless of the amount — from the 
widow’s mite to the millionaire’s 
thousands — if by giving you say from the 
heart: “One, I hereby trust you, God, as 
my happy, generous Shepherd, Father, and 
King so that I will not be afraid when I 
have less money for myself in supplying 
the needs of others. Two, I hereby resist 
the incredible pressure in our culture to 

accumulate more and more and cast my 
lot with the impulse to simplicity for the 
sake of others. ree, I hereby lay up 
treasure in heaven and not on earth so 
that my joy in God will be maximized 
forever. And four, with this offering I 
declare that since my treasure is in heaven, 
my heart goes aer God.” 

FORTY QUESTIONS TO ASK GOD 
ABOUT YOUR GIVING

We recommend this book to all who want 
to study the subject of biblical 
stewardship in depth.

1. Father, with the financial assets and 
opportunities you’ve entrusted to me, 
have you raised me up for just a time 
such as this? (Esther 4:14). Have you 
called me to join a great team of your 
children in freeing up money and 
possessions to reach out to the needy and 
fulfill the great commission?

2. Is the fact that you have entrusted me 
with so many resources an indication that 
you have given me the gi of giving and 
want me to exercise it more frequently 
and skillfully?

3. What am I holding on to that is 
robbing me of present joy and future 
reward? What am I keeping that is 

preventing me from having to depend on 
you? What am I clinging to that makes 
me feel like I don’t have to depend on you 
to provide, like I used to before I had this 
much? What do you want me to release 
that would restore me to a walk of faith?

4. In light of 2 Corinthians 8:14 and 9:11, 
do you want me to assume that each 
financial blessing you entrust to me is not 
intended to raise my standard of living but 
to raise my standard of giving?

5. Am I being held in orbit around the 
mass of treasures I have stored up? Have I 
overaccumulated? Have you multiplied 
“my” assets not so I would stockpile them, 
but so I would distribute them to the 
needy?

6. Where in the world (and in my 
community) do you want me to go, to see, 
and participate in Christ-centered 
ministries meeting physical and spiritual 
needs?

Money, Possessions and Eternity , by 
Randy Alcorn, pages 218-222. 
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7. Am I treating you as owner and CEO/
CFO of “my” assets, or am I treating you 
merely as my financial consultant, to 
whom I pay a fee (of 10% or greater)?

8. When I make a list of all the assets 
you’ve entrusted to me and ask you what 
you want me to give away, is there 
anything I’m leaving off the list? Is there 
anything I’m treating as if it were 
untouchable, as if it were mine and not 
yours? Do my retirement funds belong to 
you too? What doesn’t?

9. Do you want me to set a basic level of 
income and assets to live on, then give 
away whatever you provide beyond that 
(regardless of whether that’s 50%, 90%, or 
99%, or more)?

10. How can I be sure that the assets 
you’ve entrusted to me will serve you aer 
my death? How do I know that those to 
whom I leave them, or those to whom 
they leave them, will use them for your 
glory? If I want money to go to your 
kingdom later and it’s more than I 
presently need, why wouldn’t I give it to 
your kingdom now?

11. If the world and everything in it will 
burn at your second coming (2 Peter 
3:10-13), will my assets, accounts, and the 
holdings I’ve stored up on earth be wasted 
if you return in my lifetime? Once my 
present opportunity to give is lost, will I 
get a second chance? Do you want me to 
adopt a “use it or lose it” approach to my 

current opportunities for eternal 
investment?

12. Once they’ve finished college or are 
working on their own, would inheriting 
wealth (beyond items of special 
sentimental and heritage value) help my 
children’s eternal perspective and walk 
with God? Or would it have a corrupting 
influence on their character, lifestyle, work 
ethic, or marriage?

13. If my children would resent my giving 
money to your kingdom instead of leaving 
it for them, does that indicate they’re not 
qualified to receive it? If so, why would I 
give them your money? If my investment 
manager died, what would I think if he le 
my money to his children? Does the fact 
that you entrusted your money to me, not 
others, indicate that you want me, during 
my lifetime, to invest it in eternity? Will 
you, in turn, provide my children with the 
money you expect them to manage?

14. What’s the eternal downside to giving 
now? What’s the eternal downside of 
delaying giving until later? Am I really in 
danger of giving too much too soon? Or is 
the only real danger giving too little too 
late? If I give away most of my assets now, 
what will I have available to give later?

15. If I don’t give something now, is it 
possible I may no longer have it to give 
later?

16. If I don’t give something now, is it 
possible I may die before I get a chance to 
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give it later? If my desire is to give it away 
before I die and I can’t know when I’ll die, 
should I give it now?

17. If I don’t give it now, am I in danger of 
my heart getting further wrapped up in 
earthly treasure? (Matthew 6:21). Will the 
same heart that’s prompting me to give 
today later persuade me to keep 
something because I ignored your 
prompting to give?

18. Because I have no choice but to leave 
money behind when I die, is it really 
“giving” to designate money to ministries 
in my will? (Although these may be the 
wisest places to leave my assets – and all of 
us will have some assets remaining at our 
death – it involves no sacrifice or need for 
faith.) Will I rob myself of joy and rob you 
of my trust by holding on to significant 
assets until death that I could have given 
while I was still alive?

19. In James 4:13-17, you tell me I can’t 
know how much money I can make (or 
lose) tomorrow, or even whether I’ll be 
here. Is it presumptuous of me to 
accumulate a large amount of “confederate 
money” that may not be used for you in 
the future, when it could definitely be 
used for you in the present?

20. When I stand before your judgment 
seat, would you ever say to me, “You blew 
it – you sold those shares and gave them 
to feed the hungry and evangelize the lost, 
and then two years later the market 

peaked”? Or would you say, “Well done, 
my good and faithful servant”?

21. Can you produce higher eternal 
returns from money I give you today than 
Wall Street can?

22. Is it ever wrong to give to you now 
rather than wait until later? If Christ 
commended the poor widow in Mark 12 
for giving to you everything she had – 
considering her faithful, not irresponsible 
– how much would I have to give away 
before you would consider me 
irresponsible?

23. Do you want me to set up a foundation 
or give money away as you bring it in? If I 
have a foundation, do you want me to give 
assets away now, or implement a phase-
out plan so the principal doesn’t end up 
wasted at your return?

24. Because you called the rich young 
ruler in Matthew 19:16-30 to give away all 
that he had and follow you in faith, is it 
possible you might call me to do the same? 
Do you want me to ask you?

25. Why do I want to hold on to my 
wealth? Am I trying to prove something? 
What am I trying to prove – and to 
whom? Is it pride? power? prestige? 
selfishness? insecurity? fear? Am I a 
control freak? Or is it just because 
possessiveness is normal in our society, 
and I’m merely going with the flow? Do 
you want me to go with the flow or do 
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something different – maybe radically 
different?

26. Am I living to hear others say of me, 
“He [or she] is a great success” or to have 
you say to me, “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant”?

27. Instead of asking “Why should I give 
this away?’ do you want me to ask ”Why 
shouldn’t I give this away?” Should I put 
the burden of proof on keeping rather 
than giving? When money comes in, 
which should be the rule and not the 
exception: giving or keeping? Unless 
there’s a compelling reason to keep, should 
I normally give?

28. Am I hanging on to money as a 
backup plan in case you fail me? Is my fear 
of dire health catastrophes and old age 
scenarios creating an inertia in my giving, 
because I imagine I must provide 
everything for myself if something goes 
wrong? Considering that the vast majority 
of people in history and most in the world 
today have nothing stored up for 
retirement, am I preoccupied with putting 
too many treasures in retirement funds? 
Are you calling me to work without a net 
– trusting you’ll catch me in case of a fall?

29. Has Money become my idol? Are 
material assets competing with you for 
lordship over my life? Is generous giving 
your lifeline to rescue me from bondage, 
your leverage to allow me to tear down the 

idols? If materialism is the disease, is 
giving the only cure?

30. I want to submit everything to your 
review and ask you to guide me as to what 
I should do with your money and 
possessions. What specifically am I 
hanging on to that you want me to give 
away?

31. Am I giving your money to people of 
weak character and materialistic values? 
Although they may be good causes, are the 
Humane Society or opera as close to your 
heart as evangelism, church planting and 
helping the poor? Do the ministries I am 
supporting financially help the poor in 
Christ’s name, not just in the name of 
humanitarianism? Is the gospel offered to 
dying people once they’ve been fed?

32. How can I better communicate with 
and pray with my spouse so we can walk 
together down this exhilarating road of 
giving, leading each other and not leaving 
the other behind?

33. What am I doing to train my children 
to be generous givers – not just donors, 
but disciples?

34. What handful of people in my unique 
sphere of influence do you want me to 
pray for and talk with about generous 
giving? Have you called me to mentor 
others in giving, that they may end up 
giving more than I do?
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35. What giving-oriented, mission-
oriented, and eternity-oriented books and 
magazines can I pass on to those in my 
sphere of influence? What tapes or videos 
can we listen to and watch together?

36. What simple reminder of God’s call to 
stewardship and giving can I make for 
myself, then pass on to others? Maybe I 
can give them something to put in their 
Day-Timer or on their PalmPilot, in their 
wallet or Bible, on their dashboard or 
refrigerator or exercise machine, such as a 
business card or a bookmark with central 
verses such as Deuteronomy 8:17-18 or 
Matthew 6:19-21.

37. What can I set up to provide a 
discussion forum concerning stewardship 
and giving? A dinner?

38. What conferences can I invite others to 
attend? What ministries can I introduce 
others to? What vision and ministry trips 
can we go on together?

39. How can I help my pastor(s) 
encourage biblical training in stewardship 
and giving and assist them in creating an 
open church dialogue regarding lifestyle 
choices and kingdom investments?

40. Five minutes aer I die, what will I 
wish I would have given away while I still 
had the chance? Would you help me spend 
the rest of my life closing the gap between 
what I’ll wish I had given then and what 
I’m actually giving now?



May Calendar

May 9, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John.   
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 10, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

May 16, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 17, 2013
9:30-10:20am  Friday Foundations.
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

May 23, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 24, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 

May 30, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 31, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering

June 7, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

May 3rd to June 7th
9:30 am to 10:20 am

Downstairs

Rewarding Marriage
John Welkner & Roseman Natunay

What does a rewarding, biblical marriage look 
like?  How can your marriage grow in such a 
way that you glorify God together with your 
spouse?  Find out how the Bible connects to 

real life in this 6-week course.

How to Study the Bible
Anand Samuel & Kwesi Sena

Treasure resides in the Bible, but it must be 
unearthed.  is class will identify tools to 
uncover the Bible's riches.  Grow in your 
ability to "correctly handle the word of 

truth" (2 Tim 2:15).

Membership Matters
May 3rd to May 31st 

Are you committed to the body of Christ? is 
class is for both those interested in joining 

UCCD and those who simply want to know 
more about who we are as a church.  We will 

consider our Statement of Faith, Church 
Covenant, Church Leadership and more.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
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