
UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOL 5, ISSUE 2   FEBRUARY, 2013

PAGE 1

H E R A L D
Listening And Responding

T H E

GOD’S WORD IN THE CHURCH

Do you pick and choose when it comes to obeying 
God commands for life in the local church? Or do 
you seek to follow the whole counsel of God? How 
do we as Christians listen to God’s word and 
demonstrate unity?
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3. Raising Kids the World Will Hate - Adam Griffin
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If spiritual life comes through the Word of 
God (Isa. 55:10–11;  Rom. 10:17;  James 
1:21;  1 Peter 1:23), why not skip church 
with all its hassles and just devote yourself 
to studying the Bible? ink of the time 
you would save, not to mention the 
relational trouble.

Or, better, why not download the three 
best podcast preachers every week and 
listen to them? Chances are that they are 
better preachers than old Pastor Bob 
down the street anyway. Can I get 
an “Amen”?

I suspect most Christians would have a 
vague sense that there is something wrong 
with this counsel. But the fact that we 
expect so little from our preachers in 
terms of biblical exposition, the fact that 
precious few seconds are devoted to 
actually reading the Bible in our weekly 
gatherings, the fact that we give scarcely a 
thought to not staying up late ursday 
night so that we’re not driing off in the 
middle of Friday’s sermon all suggest that 
we don’t really apprehend the tight link 
between listening to the Word in church 
and our individual and corporate growth 
as Christians.

For starters, God’s Word creates the 
church, not detached Christians. It creates 
a group of believers who are covenantally 
united in one Lord, faith, baptism, and 

remission of sins. “So those who received 
his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand 
souls” (Acts 2:38, 41; 4:4; 6:7). God’s Word 
actually creates local churches. It unites 
you and me to other Christians, and the 
local church is the place on planet earth 
where we demonstrate and practice our 
Word-created unity.

You will find, therefore, that Bible 
understanding and Bible living work best 
in the context of church membership. 
Here are seven reasons our growth should 
be centered on listening to God’s Word in 
the context of the local church:

1. For the sake of obedience. e author 
of Hebrews tells his readers, “Let us 
consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another” (Heb. 10:24–
25). How do we stir up and encourage 
others when we gather? With God’s Word. 
is is what we see the early church doing
—gathering to listen and encourage: “And 
they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship” (Acts 2:42).

2.  For the sake of receiving Jesus’s 
gis.  Paul tells us that aer Jesus 
ascended, He gave the gis of pastors and 
teachers to His church (Eph. 4:8– 11). 
Your elders are gis. ey are better gis 
than anything you will find wrapped 
under a tree, because these gis will build 
up you and your brothers and sisters in 
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Christ until you reach maturity, unity, and 
Christ-likeness (vv. 12–14). ink about it: 
Jesus loves you so much that He has 
grabbed a bunch of men by the collar, 
pulled them off their career tracks, and told 
them to devote their lives to serving you 
and your favorite Christian friends by 
studying the Bible and explaining it to you
—every week. Are you not amazed? And 
even if the well-known podcast pastor is a 
better preacher, he doesn’t know your 
congregation, and he’s not applying the 
Word to you like old Bob will.

3. For the sake of live illustrations of the 
Word.  Paul writes, “Brothers, join in 
imitating me, and keep your eyes on those 
who walk according to the example you 
have in us” (Phil. 3:17;  2 Tim. 3:10–11). 
Paul wants Christians to have words and 
live illustrations of those words. We need a 
church community around us to exemplify 
the message. Pastors, especially, must 
watch their “life and doctrine.”

4.  For the sake of godly friendships.  We 
imitate and follow our friends, adopting 
their language and life patterns. We spend 
money where they spend money. We raise 
our children like they raise their children. 
We pray like they pray. Friends are surely 
valuable outside the local church, but 
friends within a church will be formed by 
the same ministry of the Word, giving 
them the opportunity to extend that 
ministry more carefully into one another’s 
lives throughout the week.

5.  For the sake of learning how to align 
our hearts to God’s heart through 
song. Singing is one activity in which God’s 

Word grabs hold of our hearts and aligns 
our emotions and affections with His. 
erefore, a church’s songs should contain 
nothing more than the words, paraphrases, 
or truths of Scripture. Churches sing 
together because it helps us to see that our 
hearts’ praises, confessions, and resolutions 
are shared. We’re not alone.

6. For the sake of learning how to pray. If 
God aligns our affections and emotions to 
His Word through song, He teaches us to 
align our wills and ambitions to His Word 
through prayer. Hearing older saints pray is 
how we learn to pray biblically. Christian 
praying increasingly conforms to the 
intentions of God’s Word. So we will adore, 
confess, give thanks, and ask for those 
things that His Word reveals.

7. For the sake of non-Christians and the 
Gospel.  Ask any non-Christian who has 
attended a church gathering what 
happened there, and (hopefully) he or she 
will report that God’s Word was discussed, 
and maybe that conviction came (see 1 Cor. 
14:24). Paul reminds the Galatians that 
they had received the gospel when Christ 
was publicly portrayed as crucified through 
preaching (Gal. 3:1). e Word-centered 
gathering is where God has placed an 
embassy among the nations to declare: 
“Jesus is Lord. Turn to him.”
So listen attentively on Sunday. Take notes. 
Discuss the passage with your family 
aerward. Let your prayers be guided by 
the preacher’s main points for the rest of 
the week. Encourage your elders with 
prayer. And then thank God for His Word, 
His church, and His ministers. What 
remarkable gis.
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e psalmist declares, “I was  glad  when 
they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of 
the Lord!’” (Ps. 122:1; emphasis mine). 
Worldly distractions, bad theology, or 
indwelling sin can cause us to lose sight of 
why we should be glad about meeting 
together on the Lord’s Day. We might even 
start to think private devotions are an 
adequate substitute for, if not superior to, 
gathering with the church.

Of course, both private and corporate 
worship are vital to our relationship with 
God. But there are reasons the writer of 
Hebrews admonishes us not to follow “the 
habit of some” by neglecting to meet 
together (Heb. 10:25). Here are eight 
of them:

Obedience to God’s Word
While  Hebrews 10:25  directly states that 
we must not neglect meeting together, 
Paul’s repeated use of the phrase “when 
you come together” in 1 Corinthians 11 
and 14 indicates that the Corinthians were 
assembling regularly. He oen refers to 
the church in so-and-so’s house, and we 
can assume he did not mean the “church” 
as a physical structure but rather the 
people who regularly met in that house.

e Spirit Working rough Others
We should be able to encourage ourselves 
in the Lord through Bible study, prayer, 
and worship in song. But God ordains 

strengthening to come through others as 
well. “e eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I 
have no need of you,’ nor again the head 
to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’” (1 Cor. 
12:21). No one has every gi. God cannot 
build me up through gis like preaching, 
encouragement, compassion, leadership, 
and faith unless I’m actually there to 
experience those gis.

Serving in Action and Attitude
When I sing to God, pray, or read 
Scripture alone, I bless myself. When I do 
those things with others, I can be a means 
of God’s varied grace to them (1 Peter 
4:10). My countenance and enthusiastic 
engagement, as well as the deployment of 
my spiritual gis, are all ways I can point 
people to the worthiness of the God we 
worship.  Colossians 3:16  tells us that 
singing is one of the ways we teach and 
admonish each other. at requires doing 
more than singing along to my iPod.

Manifestations of God’s Presence
In t h e m i d d l e o f a d j u s t i n g t h e 
Corinthians’ love affair with certain 
spiritual gis, Paul notes how these gis 
can alert an unbeliever to God’s presence. 
David Peterson writes, “1 Cor. 14:24–25 
suggests that God is present in a 
distinctive way in the Christian meeting 
through his word and the operation of his 
Spirit” (Engaging with God, 196). Without 
making experiential encounters with God 
our primary goal, we should expect God 
to make us more aware of His presence 
with us when we meet together.

Bob Kauflin is an elder at Sovereign 
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God’s Voice rough Preaching
Technology now enables us to hear 
sermons we missed or messages from 
churches we don’t even attend. But when 
the church gathers expectantly in one 
place at one time to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed, it is a unique event. God 
Himself addresses us as His people. e 
Spirit works in our hearts to convict, 
comfort, illumine, and exhort. We hear 
God’s voice through a human mouthpiece 
and are changed.

Demonstrating Unity in the Gospel
Being one in Christ is more than meeting 
regularly in the same room, but it is not 
less. Singing songs, reciting creeds, and 
reading Scripture together are ways of 
declaring to myself and others that I am 
part of a holy temple, not just a random 
brick or a loose stone (Eph. 2:19–22). 
“Christian proclamation might make the 
gospel audible, but Christians living 
together in local congregations make the 
gospel visible (see  John 13:34–35)” (Mark 
Dever,  e Church: e Gospel Made 
Visible, p. xi).

Dying to Self
Let’s face it—it’s easier to worship God 
alone than with others. Church meetings 
introduce many aggravations, such as 
insufficient parking, people taking my 
seat, obnoxious voices, songs I don’t 
prefer, and people with problems. But this 
makes such meetings ideal opportunities 
for cultivating the humble attitude of 
Christ (Phil. 2:1–5) and dying to ourselves.

Foretastes of Heaven
Want to know what heaven is going to be 
like? Go to church. e singing may not 
be as stellar, the numbers might be 
drastically reduced, and the people might 
all come from the same ethnicity. But 
Hebrews 12 says we have already come to 
“the heavenly Jerusa lem, and to 
innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
and to the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new covenant” (vv. 22–24). 
Jesus has brought us near to the Father 
through His finished atoning work on 
Calvary. We can draw near with boldness 
to the throne of grace with His people 
(Heb. 10:19–22). at’s heaven.

So, the next time you’re tempted to think 
cutting out on a Friday meeting will not 
hurt, remember what you will be missing. 
And thank God you have both the 
privilege and freedom to enjoy corporate 
worship with the body of Christ 
each week.

Interested in serving on the Sound Desk?
Volunteers please contact 

anand@uccdubai.com
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Raising Kids the World Will Hate

When I was a boy, my dad asked me, 
“What do you want to be when you grow 
up?” To which I frankly answered (quite 
adorably no doubt), “A daddy.” When my 
relentlessly realistic dad informed me that 
no one would pay me to be a father, I told 
him that I would gladly pay myself.

In 2011 my dream of being a father came 
true when my son, Oscar, was born. Since 
that day my hopes and dreams have 
shied to what Oscar will be when he 
grows up. Of course, I like to imagine him 
growing up handsome, talented, godly and 
kind, but there’s no way to really know yet. 
I can be fairly certain he’ll have an affinity 
for Texas A&M and the Green Bay 
Packers. ere’s little doubt that he’ll have 
a disappointing hairline, love to eat and 
sweat even when it’s cold. For the most 
part, however, I’ll just have to wait and see 
who he grows up to be.

I oen daydream about what a great guy 
he might be and how well loved he’ll be by 
others. I daydream that coaches, teachers 
and pastors will approve of him and even 
be impressed by him. I envision his peers 
holding him in high esteem, wanting him 
around all the time. I imagine that the 
generation that follows him will admire 
him. I hold tightly to the thought that, as 
he becomes a man, he will grow in favor 
among any and all he comes into contact 
with. Some of these desires are healthy, 
and some are prideful.

I have a strong, and certainly not 
uncommon, desire for my child to be 
validated by the love of other people. Most 
parents want their son or daughter to be a 
lovable person, and it’s that desire that 
makes  John 15:19  so important and so 
transformative when it comes to the way 
we prepare our children for the future. 
Christ tells His disciples, “If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its 
own; but because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore 

Adam Griffin is a pastor at the Village 
Church, Dallas,USA
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the world hates you.” It’s not just  John 
1 5 : 1 9 , e i t h e r .  e r e a r e m a n y 
Scriptures  that describe the adversarial 
relationship that God’s followers will have 
with those who are not believers.
Reading this, I realized that if God 
answers my prayer for my son to be a 
follower of Christ, people will hate him. 
People will absolutely, unquestionably be 
repulsed by my son.

If God graciously saves my Oscar, people 
will call him a bigot and a homophobe. 
Some will ridicule him as a male 
chauvinist as they scorn his “sexist” 
beliefs. He’ll be despised as closed-minded 
for saying that Jesus Christ is not only 
God but the only God. He will probably 
meet a girl who insults his manhood or 
considers him old fashioned for waiting 
until marriage to have sex. His peers will 
think him a prude. Bullies will call him a 
coward. His integrity will draw insults like 
“goody two shoes” (I don’t even know 
what that means).

Teachers will think that that my son 
ignores scientific facts about our origins, 

prompting his classmates to mark him an 
idiot. People will tell him he has been led 
astray by his parents down an ancient path 
of misguided morality masked as a 
relationship with God. Financial advisors 
will think he’s irresponsibly generous. 
When he takes a stand, there will be those 
who will not tolerate his intolerance. He 
will be judged as judgmental. He will have 
enemies, and I’ll be asking him to love 
them, and even for that he’ll look foolish.

If you’re like me and hope for your kids to 
be fully devoted followers of Christ, then 
we need to be raising up a generation who 
is ready to be distinctly different from 
their peers. In a lot of ways, that’s the 
opposite of my natural inclination in how 
to raise my son. Raising kids who are 
ready to be hated means raising kids who 
unashamedly love God even in the face of 
loathing and alienation. Regardless if the 
insults of the world are naive or legitimate, 
I pray our children will be ready to stand 
firm in the midst of a world that hates 
them.

Become a Member of UCCD
e first step to join our church is to attend Membership Matters 
classes, February 22nd and 23rd. Please mark these dates in your 
calendar.
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February  Calendar

February 7, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John.   
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

February 8, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

February 14, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

February 15, 2013
9:30-10:20am  Friday Foundations.
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm Members’ Meeting

February 21, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

February 22, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
4-7pm Membership Weekender Day 1

February 23, 2013
9:30am-12pm Membership Weekender 
Day 2

February 28, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

March 1, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

January 11 to February 15th
9:30 am to 10:20 am

Downstairs

Spiritual Disciplines
Richard Ngwisha & Vaughn Marles

Begin the New Year by examining the 
disciplines that will cause you to grow 

spiritually--Bible intake, prayer, worship, 
evangelism, and more.  Paul said, "Discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godliness" (1 Tim 
4:7).  is 6-week class will show you how to 

use the means of grace.

Worldliness
Ken Harman & Anand Samuel

John said, "Do not love the world"--and yet we 
are too oen attracted by its sparkle and 
dazzle.  Do you allow music, media and 

materialism to overtake your affections?  Do 
you desire to be freed by the disappointing 

allure of the world?  Be challenged by this 6-
week course on the pursuit of a superior 

pleasure.

Membership Weekender Feb 22-23
 God is pleased when we commit publicly to 
one another in a church. In this Weekender, 
we will learn more about UCCD, our beliefs, 

our leadership, and what it means to be a 
member of a local church. Take this first 

step toward joining UCCD.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com
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