
UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOLUME 4, ISSUE 7, JULY 6, 2012

PAGE 1

HERALD
Editorial: 

What dose biblical love look like in community? How should God’s people love one 
another? How do we do this when relationships are so hard and messy?

For all this and more see this month’s Herald...

1. e Law of Love, by Tom Ascol
2. e Motivation for Love, by Conrad Mbewe
3. 37 Ways to Love One Another, by Paul Tautges

The Law of Love

Life is all about relationships. A significant 
part of what it means for us to be created 
in the image of God is to be relational. 
God Himself is a relational being. Not 
only does He relate personally to us as His 
image-bearers, He also has enjoyed perfect 
relational harmony as Father, Son, and 
Spirit from all eternity. 

Our greatest joys and sorrows come 
because of relationships. In order for us to 
live as we ought, we must have our 
relationships properly ordered. is means 

that we must relate to the right things in 
the right way. God has not le us to figure 
out on our own how to do this. He has 
spoken very simply and clearly about the 
essence and priority of all human 
relationships. Jesus explained it when 
answering a question from a lawyer.

“Which is the great commandment in the 
Law?” (Matt. 22:36). e question seems 
innocent enough until we consider its 
background and context. e Jewish 
leaders had plotted against Jesus and were 
trying to “entangle him in his talk” (v. 15). 
Aer turning the tables on them when 
they asked Him about taxes, exposing 
their ignorance of Scripture and God’s 
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power concerning the resurrection, He 
entertained this question about the law. 

Rabbis had lengthy debates over this 
question. ey had divided the Mosaic 
Law into 613 commands — 248 positive 
ones and 365 negative ones. eir 
arguments focused on which ones are 
great and heavy versus those that are small 
and light. 

Jesus dismissed all of those niggling 
debates by giving a comprehensive answer 
that both satisfied the inquisitor and 
revealed God’s overarching will for those 
who bear His image. “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. is is 
the great and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets” (Matt: 22:37–40).

Jesus’ answer gives the point and purpose 
of the whole law. He summarizes our 
complete responsibility in terms of 
relationships, specifically, our 
relationships to God and to people. e 
essence of all our relationships, He says, 
is love. 

e first priority of love is God Himself. 
We are to love God comprehensively and 
supremely. Heart, soul, and mind are each 
qualified by “all,” indicating that we are 
obligated to love God with every part of 
every faculty that we possess.

What does such love look like? Jesus said, 
“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). So 
obedience is closely connected to loving 
the Lord, but it is not enough to say that 
they are the same thing. Love is more than 
an act of the will. It includes that, but it 
first arises in the affections. 

John makes this connection in 1 John 
5:3 where he writes, “For this is the love of 
God, that we keep His commandments. 
And His commandments are not 
burdensome.” Loving God involves 
keeping His commandments — not as a 
burden but as a delight. More than a 
dozen times this attitude of delighting in 
God’s law is expressed in Psalm 119.

Augustine described the love that we are 
to have for God as “the motion of the soul 
toward the enjoyment of God for His own 
sake, and the enjoyment of one’s self and of 
one’s neighbor for the sake of God.” To love 
God is to enjoy Him above everything and 
everyone else and out of that joy to live in 
glad obedience to His will.

But Jesus does not stop there. He goes on 
to teach us that, aer loving God 
supremely, our next greatest responsibility 
is to love people sincerely. Contrary to 
what some teach about this, Jesus is not 
commanding self-love. Nor should His 
words be taken to imply that we cannot 
love others until we learn to 
love ourselves. 
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The Motivation for Love

In his twentieth century classic, e 
Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis imagines the 
demon Screwtape writing to his nephew 
Wormwood about the need to discover the 
secret as to why God loves humans. He 
writes, “e truth is, I slipped by mere 
carelessness into saying that the Enemy 
really loves the humans. at, of course, is 
an impossibility… . All His talk about Love 
must be a disguise for something else — He 
must have some real motive for creating 
them and taking so much trouble about 

them. e reason one comes to talk as if He 
really had this impossible Love is our utter 
failure to find out that real motive. What 
does He stand to make out of them? at is 
the insoluble question… . And there lies the 
great task. We know that He cannot really 
love: nobody can; it doesn’t make sense. If 
we could only find out what He 
is really up to!”

We wish the devils well in their quest to 
find the answer. For we who are God’s 
people, there is no need for such a search. 
We believe that God really loves us. “God 
is love” (1 John 4:16). erefore, it is His 
very nature to love. He loved us in the 
period of our innocence before the fall, 
and He continues to love us in our fallen 

Conrad Mbewe is pastor of Kabwata 
Reformed Baptist Church in Lusaka, 
Zambia, Africa.

Jesus assumes that we already do love 
ourselves. Paul explicitly makes this point 
by noting that “no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it” (Eph. 
5:29). is kind of natural self-love is 
manifested by the choices that we make to 
serve our own interests. No matter how 
destructive such choices are, they are 
expressions of self-love.

Once we understand the inevitability of 
self-love, Jesus’ command that we love 
others as much as we love ourselves 
becomes incredibly broad. e health, 
comfort, companionship, and benefits that 

I desire for myself I am also to desire for 
my neighbors.

is means that while I must never love 
people — even my closest relations — 
more than God, I must love them as much 
as I love myself.

All of this, of course, shows how 
completely dependent we are on the grace 
of Jesus Christ. We cannot love God 
supremely or people sincerely apart from 
His love first reaching us through the 
power of the Gospel. Only as we are so 
loved will we be set free to love in return.
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state. Hence, Jesus could say, “Love your 
enemies … that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:44–45).

God’s love for us reached its acme in His 
redemptive work on the cross: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
is is love indescribable, and it totally 
bowls us over. As Charles Wesley puts it:

Whence to me this waste of 
love? Ask my Advocate above! See 
the cause in Jesus’ face, Now 
before the throne of grace.

ere for me the Savior stands; Shows His 
wounds and spreads His hands, God is 
love; I know, I feel; Jesus lives, and loves 
me still.

e Bible’s display of the love of God for 
us is what has ignited our own love for 
Him. I mean, in the light of such 
stupendous facts, how could we not love 
Him back? e sacrifice of God’s own Son 
on the cross is the fireplace where we 
warm our cold hearts toward God. For 
those of us who are preachers, no sacrifice 
in ministry is too big to make in the light 
of the sacrifice that God made for us. e 
Holy Spirit uses this truth to keep the 
combustion chambers of our souls ablaze. 
Our zeal becomes unquenchable. Isaac 
Watts’ famous hymn captures this truth 
very well in the closing stanza:

Were the whole realm of nature 
mine, at were an offering far 
too small; Love so amazing, so 
divine, Demands my soul, my life, 
my all.

Yet, we do not simply love God back, but 
we also turn our affections toward those 
whom God has loved and continues to 
love. We want to become the vehicles 
through which the love of God can reach 
its intended subjects. We will cross lands 
and seas not only to warn lost souls about 
the wrath of God but also to plead 
earnestly with them to respond to God’s 
love for them in Christ Jesus. Indeed, if we 
know this love, we ought to do so.

is is what Paul meant when he said: 
“Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died… . We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God” (2 Cor. 5:14, 20). If this love is not 
propelling you in your evangelistic labors, 
then you are most likely operating way 
below your full potential.

As we love God in the light of His love for 
us, we also find ourselves loving His bride 
— the church. e people of God, who 
have been purchased by His own blood, 
become very precious to us. With Paul, we 
say to them:

[May Christ] dwell in your hearts through 
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 
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37 Ways to Love One Other

A local church is not built by one man, or 
even a few men, but by every believer 
being actively involved in ministry 
through evangelizing the lost people in 
their lives and serving their fellow 
Christians. A quick glance at the practice 
of the New Testament church reveals that 
they thought very little about programs 
and very much about relationships.

Consider the disciple-making that would 
naturally take place in the life of a local 
church if every believer would practice the 
loving, one-another ministry that the early 
churches first read about in the 
instructions they received from the 
apostles:

1. Be devoted to one another (Rom. 
12:10).

2. Give preference to one another (Rom. 
12:10).

3. Be of the same mind toward one 
another (Rom. 12:16).

4. Accept one another by withholding 
judgment (Rom. 14:1).

5. Accept one another by showing 
deference (Rom. 14:1–5; 15:7).

6. Esteem [highly regard] one another in 
love (Rom. 14:5; Phil. 2:3).

7. Build up one another (Rom. 14:19; 1 
es. 5:11).

8. Counsel one another (Rom. 15:14).

9. Serve one another by showing 
deference in matters of liberty (Gal. 
5:13).

Paul Tautges is Pastor of Immanuel 
Bible Church in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
USA.

in love, may have strength to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God.” (Eph. 3:17–19)

To this end, we labor and strive with all 
the power and might that God gives us.

While Lewis’ devils in hell are busy trying 
to figure out the real motive behind God’s 
claim to love us, we find this love 

propelling us not only to love God but also 
to love the people He has made and 
redeemed. We say to ourselves (in the 
words of John Kent):

On such love, my soul, still 
ponder, Love so great, so rich and 
free; Say, while lost in holy 
wonder, Why, O Lord, such love 
to me?  Hallelujah! Grace shall 
reign eternally.
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10. Bear one another’s sin burdens (Gal. 
6:2).

11. Be gentle with one another (Eph. 4:2).

12. Be kind to one another so as to 
preserve unity (Eph. 4:32).

13. Speak truth to one another (Eph. 
4:25; Col 3:9).

14. Submit to one another (Eph. 5:21).

15. Show compassion to one another 
(Col. 3:12).

16. Bear with the inherent sinfulness of 
one another (Col. 3:13).

17. Forgive one another (Col. 3:13).

18. Use Spirit-filled, Word-saturated 
music to teach and admonish one 
another (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19).

19. Comfort one another with the hope of 
Christ’s return (1 es. 4:18).

20. Encourage one another (1 es. 5:11).

21. Live in peace with one another (1 
es. 5:13).

22. Seek good for one another (1 es. 
5:15).

23. Encourage one another to forsake 
unbelief and hardness of heart (Heb. 
3:13).

24. Stimulate one another to spiritual 
growth (Heb. 10:24).

25. Encourage one another by faithful 
participation in your local church 
(Heb. 10:25).

26. Confess sins to one another (James 
5:16).

27. Pray for one another’s spiritual and 
physical healing (James 5:16).

28. Be long-suffering and patient toward 
one another (1 Peter 4:8; Eph. 4:2).

29. Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint (1 Peter 4:9).

30. Serve one another (1 Peter 4:10; Gal. 
5:13).

31. Act in humility toward one another (1 
Peter 5:5).

32. Show holy affection to one another (1 
Peter 5:14).

33. Participate in the holy walk with one 
another (1 John 1:7).

34. Refuse to become resentful toward 
one another (1 John 3:11–12).

35. Give sacrificially to meet one another’s 
needs (1 John 3:16–17).

36. Fight fear together by growing in love 
(1 John 4:18).

37. Walk in truth together (1 John 3:18; 2 
John 1:5).

e Christian life is all about relationships. 
It’s God’s design for our personal growth, 
which then translates into church growth
—the real kind. Loving one another is a 
powerful evangelistic tool, as Jesus says: 

“By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35).
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P l e a s e  P r a y  f o r  t h e  R A K  C h u r c h  P l a n t

UCCD staff at the site where land has been granted.

Josh and Jenny Manley are 
moving to the UAE to plant 
UCCD’s new church in Ras Al 
Khamaih.

Please pray for the following:

• at the Manleys would 
have a smooth transition

• For wisdom for the UCCD 
elders

• at God would provide the 
financial resources

• at evangelical Christians 
in RAK would be 
strengthened

• at the new church would 
reach the peoples of RAK for 
Christ.

Food for thought ...

“e critical question for our generation—and for every generation— is this: If 
you could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had 
on earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever 
enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures 
you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be 
satisfied with heaven, if Christ were not there? ”

― John Piper, God Is the Gospel: Meditations on God's Love as the Gi of 
Himself



Month Calendar

July 12

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

July 13

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

July 19

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

July 20

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

July 26

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

July 27

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. The 
Lord’s Supper

August 2

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

August 3

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer & Praise (FFPP)

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

 June 29 to August 3, 9:30 am to 10:20 am

How People Change
(Led by Richard Ngwisha and Adeleye Falade)

Change is a life long process for the Christian. 
But how exactly does that change happen? 
How do trials and circumstances affect us?

Come and see what the Bible says about real 
heart change and embrace God’s transforming 

work in your life. is class is about heat, 
thorns, cross and fruit. It is about present 

grace. Come and be challenged in your walk 
with the Lord.

Christians in the Workplace
(Led by Etienne Nel, Roseman Natunay and 

Kwesi Sena)

e Christian Faith is not just a Friday event. 
We are called to live Christ honoring lives 

everywhere - even in the workplace. But what 
does that look like? How does Jesus work in us 
change the way we work? Does the Bible have 

anything to say about what kind of work a 
Christian should do? Come and learn how to 

worship God and love others in the workplace.

Phone: (04) 884 6623 

Email: info@uccdubai.com

uccdubai.com


