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How to listen to a Sermon

Shortly before college I read Mortimer 
Adler's little classic How to Read a Book.  
at may sound like an odd title.  Aer all, 
how could somebody read the book unless 
they already knew how to read?  And if they 
did know how to read, then why would they 
need to read it at all?

How to Read a Book turned out to be one of 
the most important books I have ever read.  
Adler quickly convinced me that I didn't 
know how to read a book aer all--not really.  
I didn't know how to ask the right questions 
while I was reading, how to analyze the 
book's major arguments, or how to mark up 
my copy for later use.  

I suspect that most people don't how to 
listen to a sermon, either.  I say this not as a 
preacher, primarily, but as a listener.  During 
the past thirty-five years I have heard more 
than three thousand sermons.  Since I have 
worshiped in Bible-teaching churches all my 
life, most of those sermons did me some 
spiritual good.  Yet I wonder how many of 
them helped me as much as they should 
have.  Frankly, I fear that far too many 
sermons passed through my eardrums 
without registering in my brain or reaching 
my heart.  

So what is the right way to listen to a 
sermon?  With a soul that is prepared, a 
mind that is alert, a Bible that is open, a 
heart that is receptive, and a life that is ready 
to spring into action.
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e first thing is for the soul to be prepared.  
Most churchgoers assume that the sermon 
starts when the pastor opens his mouth on 
Sunday.  However, listening to a sermon 
actually starts the week before.  It starts when 
we pray for the minister, asking God to bless 
the time he spends studying the Bible as he 
prepares to preach.  In addition to helping 
the preacher, our prayers help create in us a 
sense of expectancy for the ministry of God's 
Word.  is is one of the reasons that when it 
comes to preaching, congregations generally 
get what they pray for.

e soul needs special preparation the night 
before worship.  By Saturday evening our 
thoughts should begin turning towards the 
Lord's Day.  If possible, we should read 
through the Bible passage that is scheduled 
for preaching.  We should also be sure to get 
enough sleep.  en in the morning our first 
prayers should be directed to public worship, 
and especially to the preaching of God's 
Word.  

If the body is well rested and the soul is well 
prepared, then the mind will be alert.  Good 
preaching appeals first to the mind.  Aer all, 
it is by the renewing of our minds that God 
does his transforming work in our lives 
(see Rom. 12:2).  So when we listen to a 
sermon, our minds need to be fully engaged.  
Being attentive requires self-discipline.  Our 
minds tend to wander when we worship; 
sometimes we daydream.  But listening to 
sermons is part of the worship that we offer 
to God.  It is also a prime opportunity for us 

to hear his voice.  We should not insult his 
majesty by looking at the people around us, 
thinking about the coming week, or 
entertaining any of the thousands of other 
thoughts that crowd our minds.  God is 
speaking, and we should listen.

To that end, many Christians find it helpful 
to listen to sermons with a pencil in hand.  
Although note taking is not required, it is an 
excellent way to stay focused during a 
sermon.  It is also a valuable aid to memory.  
e physical act of writing something down 
helps to fix it in our minds.  en there is the 
added advantage of having the notes for 
future reference.  We get extra benefit from a 
sermon when we read over, pray through, 
and talk about our sermon notes with 
someone else aerwards.

e most convenient place to take notes is in 
or on our Bibles, which should always be 
open during a sermon.  Churchgoers 
sometimes pretend that they know the Bible 
so well that they do not need to look at the 
passage being preached.  But this is folly.  
Even if we have the passage memorized, 
there are always new things we can learn by 
seeing the biblical text on the page.  It only 
stands to reason that we profit most from 
sermons when our Bibles are open, not 
closed.  is is why it is so encouraging for 
an expository preacher to hear the rustling of 
pages as his congregation turns to a passage 
in unison.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.2


UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOLUME 4, ISSUE 5, MAY 4, 2012

PAGE 3

ere is another reason to keep our Bibles 
open: we need to make sure that what the 
minister says is in keeping with Scripture.  
e Bible says, concerning the Bereans whom 
Paul met on his second missionary journey, 
"that they received the word with all 
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether these things were 
so" (Acts 17:11; NKJV).  One might have 
expected the Bereans to be criticized for 
daring to scrutinize the teaching of the 
apostle Paul.  On the contrary, they were 
commended for their commitment to testing 
every doctrine according to Scripture.  

Listening to a sermon--really listening--takes 
more than our minds.  It also requires hearts 
that are receptive to the influence of God's 
Spirit.  Something important happens when 
we hear a good sermon: God speaks to us.  
rough the inward ministry of his Holy 
Spirit, he uses his Word to calm our fear, 
comfort our sorrow, disturb our conscience, 
expose our sin, proclaim God's grace, and 
reassure us in the faith.  But these are all 
affairs of the heart, not just matters of the 
mind, so listening to a sermon can never be 
merely an intellectual exercise.  We need to 
receive biblical truth in our hearts, allowing 
what God says to influence what we love, 
what we desire, and what we praise.

e last thing to say about listening to 
sermons is that we should be itching to put 
what we learn into practice.  Good preaching 
always applies the Bible to daily life.  It tells 

us what promises to believe, what sins to 
avoid, what divine attributes to praise, what 
virtues to cultivate, what goals to pursue, and 
what good works to perform.  ere is always 
something God wants us to do in response to 
the preaching of his Word.  We are called to 
be "doers of the word, and not hearers 
only" (James 1:22; NKJV).  And if we are not 
doers, then we were not hearers, and the 
sermon was wasted on us. 

Do you know how to listen to a sermon?  
Listening--really listening--takes a prepared 
soul, an alert mind, an open Bible, and a 
receptive heart.  But the best way to tell if we 
are listening is by the way that we live.  Our 
lives should repeat the sermons that we have 
heard.  As the apostle Paul wrote to some of 
the people who listened to his sermons, "You 
are our epistle written in our hearts, known 
and read by all men; clearly you are an epistle 
of Christ, ministered by us, written not with 
ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, 
of the heart" (2 Cor. 3:2-3; NKJV).

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%203.2-3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%203.2-3
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In our quest for a more simple spirituality, 
it’s important to define the term. I'm 
writing from the belief that spirituality is 
the pursuit of God and the things of God, 
through Jesus Christ, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, in accordance with God's self-
revelation (that is, the Bible).

The words of the apostle Paul in 
Colossians 2:16-3:2 provide inspired 
guidance on true spirituality. False 
teachers in Colossae were saying that 
spirituality involved not only the pursuit of 
God through Jesus, but also the worship of 
angels and other types of mystical 
experiences. They taught a number of 
elaborate rituals and ascetic practices 
which anyone serious about spirituality 
was required to observe.

Paul admitted that while "these things 
indeed have an appear- ance of wisdom in 
self-imposed religion," in reality they "are 
of no value against the indulgence of the 
flesh" (2:23). In other words, these 
activities may look like marks of true 
spirituality, but they're worthless for 
changing one's heart or relationship with 
God.

But then Paul directs us to the basics of 
biblical spirituality: "If then you were 
raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting 
at the right hand of God. Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth" (3:1-2).
Unlike the common belief that many 
people are "spiritual" by nature, notice 
Paul's teaching that spirituality has a 
definite starting point: "If then you were 
raised with Christ." This is biblical lan- 
guage for being united by faith to Jesus 
Christ in His life, death, and resurrection. 
Until a person comes to the place where 
spirituality begins and where he receives 
the benefits that flow from this union with 
Christ—namely eternal life and the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit—
that person has no real spirituality, 
regardless of his effort or desire.

Notice also that genuine spirituality seeks 
the things of God, or more specifically, 
"things which are above, where Christ is." 

Any spirituality that does not seek things 
like the will and glory of God in 
everything, intimacy with and conformity 
to Christ, and love— and does not seek 
them above all other pursuits—is a false 
spirituality.
But true spirituality doesn't just propel the 
heart toward the right activities; it also 

 Practice True Spirituality

Donald S. Whitney
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pulls the mind in the right direction. For in 
verse 2 Paul continued, "Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth." 
True spirituality is characterized by a mind 
preoccupied with "things above" —and not 
"things above" merely as we might imagine 
them, but rather as God has revealed them 
in Scripture. This doesn't mean we shouldn't 
think about earthly things, for Paul himself 
gives lengthy counsel about such matters 
just a few verses later, from 3:18 to the end 
of the book. Rather, the spirituality that 
flows from Heaven causes "things above" to 
become a magnet for the mind, so that no 
matter what we think about, eventually we 

relate it somehow to "things above." For 
instance, we often find ourselves asking 
questions like, "What would the Lord have 
me do in this situation?" or "What is God's 
view of this?"
Don't be deceived by a complex spirituality 
that gives the appearance of wisdom but 
doesn't start with Christ, "in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge" (Colossians 2:3). And don't 
become entangled in any spiritual practices 
that sound good but incline your mind and 
heart away from the "things above."

7 Ways to build a 
Spiritual Conversation

ere are some churches—faithful, Bible-
preaching churches—where the aer-church 
conversations are so secular that you could 
swap them out for the lunch crowd at a local 
restaurant. And if aer-church conversations 
are this secular, then others are likely to fare 
little better in terms of spiritual substance.

Why is this? Certainly different cultures will 
have different thresholds of what is 
comfortable to talk about, and with whom, 
and we must make some allowance for that.

Yet far deeper than cultural differences lies a 
spiritual battle. If Satan can keep Christians’ 
conversation on topics that don’t foster 
spiritual progress, even when you’ve stuck 
dozens or hundreds of them in a room 
together, then he’s got a pretty good footing 
from which to choke out their spiritual 
growth.

Bobby Jamieson
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In other words, a culture of spiritual 
conversation in a local church is a powerful 
force for sanctification. Every pastor, then, 
should strive to cultivate the kind of culture 
in which it is utterly normal to confess sin, 
offer encouragement, share struggles, and 
apply Scripture to all of the above and more.

How? Here are seven suggestions.

SEVEN WAYS TO BUILD A CULTURE OF 
SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION

1. Recognize the spiritual 
battle. Conversation is not incidental. Words 
reveal the heart (Matt. 12:34). If people’s 
words are filled with worldly concerns, that’s 
because their hearts are filled with worldly 
concerns. Ultimately, only God the Holy 
Spirit can give the kind of spiritual life and 
growth which enables this kind of culture. So 
pray that he would.

is won’t happen by accident. It’s unnatural 
for us to speak of spiritual things not just 
because such matters are personal, but 
because we’re sinners, and sin likes to stay in 
the darkness (Jn. 3:19-20). So you can’t let 
your church culture just go with the flow—
you have to constantly swim upstream.  

2. In your sermons, encourage people to talk 
about the sermon immediately aer the 
service. As you’re applying God’s Word to 
your people’s lives, tell them to talk about 
these things with each other. Suggest a point 
of application for people to discuss right aer 

church, or on the drive home, or at lunch. 
Make an encouragement to talk about 
sermon application one of your points of 
application. If you talk about talking about 
the sermon, people will start to talk about the 
sermon.

Further, it is entirely possible for the Word to 
fall along the path and for college football to 
snatch it up and carry it off. So encourage 
your members to discuss the sermon right 
aer the close of the service.

Of course it’s allowable to discuss football, the 
weather, and the news aer church. But it’s 
particularly strategic to discuss spiritual 
matters during the only time in the week 
when the entire church has come together in 
the same place and has just spent forty-five 
minutes listening to a sermon.

So show your people the preciousness of that 
opportunity. Encourage them to think 
strategically about how to use the times 
around the church service to do spiritual 
good to others. And encourage them not to 
be sermon critics, but to apply the Scriptures 
to the stuff of their lives, right then and there. 
at will set a precedent for the rest of the 
week.

3. If you have an all-church prayer meeting, 
have church members pray through the main 
points of the sermon every week. If your 
people talk to God together about the 
sermon, they’ll be more likely to talk to each 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2012.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2012.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn.%203.19-20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn.%203.19-20
http://matthiasmedia.com/briefing/1994/03/factotum-1-the-ministry-of-the-pew/
http://matthiasmedia.com/briefing/1994/03/factotum-1-the-ministry-of-the-pew/
http://matthiasmedia.com/briefing/1994/03/factotum-1-the-ministry-of-the-pew/
http://matthiasmedia.com/briefing/1994/03/factotum-1-the-ministry-of-the-pew/
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other about it, and about other spiritual 
matters.

4. In discipling relationships, use the Bible 
and Christian books—or whatever it takes—
as a third party. Many people who feel 
uncomfortable about discussing spiritual 
matters one-on-one will be more open if you 
add the Bible or a solid Christian book as the 
third member of your group. So read a 
chapter in the Bible or a book together and 
discuss that. Use it as a springboard into more 
personal matters.

For some men the “third party” might be 
working on their car or around the house. 
ere are many men who wouldn’t be caught 
dead having a heart to heart at Starbucks, but 
who will open right up once they’ve got a 
hammer in their hand.

5. Constantly give away good books. Reading 
gives you something to talk about. If you 
liberally salt your congregation with good 
books, their conversations will slowly begin 
to reflect the contents of those books.

6. Lead by example. Consistently model 
spiritual conversation. Share judiciously 
about your own struggles, challenges, and 
areas of growth. Tell others about how you 
have been applying the Word to those issues 
through your own daily devotions. Be 
transparent about your own spiritual life—a 
see-through leader is a powerful culture-
shaping force.

7. Lead by example—through questions. One 
of the best ways to foster a culture of spiritual 
conversation in your church is to consistently 
and subtly force other people to do the 
talking. Ask questions like:

• “What are you reading in your quiet 
times?” (“Um…I haven’t been having a 
quiet time.” “Well, OK, let’s talk about 
that.”)

• How have you been growing spiritually 
lately?

• What are some sins you’ve been 
struggling with lately?

• What has God been teaching you 
lately?

• How’s your marriage?

Don’t just ask questions like these, but listen 
hard aerward. If no response is forthcoming, 
let the silence grow heavy and uncomfortable. 
Awkward silences can be wonderfully 
revelatory, both to you and to your church 
members. At the very least, your people 
shouldn’t be able to avoid talking about 
spiritual things with you, their pastor.  

KEEP SWIMMING UPSTREAM
So ask spiritually pointed questions. Model 
godly conversation. Explicitly encourage 
spiritual conversations aer church. Ask God 
to ignite a culture of godly conversation.

And keep patiently swimming upstream. 
Before you know it, more and more of your 
members will be swimming alongside you.
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Nicodemus was Jerusalem's most 
outstanding Bible teacher and a member of 
the Jewish Ruling Council. Only the High 
Priest gained more recognition in the capital 
city than Nicodemus. Yet, despite all his 
learning and privileges, he did not know 
God. He knew about God, but he did not 
know him. And as we listen to Jesus the 
Evangelist engage this man in conversation 
the darkness in his soul quickly becomes 
apparent. 

e story is found in John 3 and three 
features of the conversation are worth noting. 
First, the Master Evangelist reveals to 
Nicodemus the reality of his need.  e story 
begins with Jesus saying to him that those 
who are outside the kingdom of God cannot 
understand the things concerning the 
kingdom.  And what does Nicodemus say in 
response to this: "I cannot understand what 
you're saying!" 

Nicodemus' inability to grasp what Jesus was 
saying was indicative of his fallen heart. 
Spiritual things are not grasped because of 

superior intelligence, because we are able to 
grasp some proposition of Ludwig 
Wittgenstein. "e natural person does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned" (1 Cor. 2:14). Until we come to 
realize the gravity of our condition - that by 
nature we are all outside of the kingdom of 
God, we can make no progress toward 
redressing this problem.

Second, Nicodemus is told of the remedy that 
lies wholly outside of any ability of his. He 
must be "born again" (John 3:3, 7). He must 
be born from above (to employ a more literal 
translation). Nicodemus took the allusion to 
birth literally, ask how exactly he could enter 
again into his mother's womb and be born! 
But Nicodemus is still thinking in terms of 
something he can achieve. ink of the 
"wind," Jesus says to him. "You cannot 
command it to come; all you can do is to feel 
it when it blows. e new birth is like that! 
You cannot command it to occur by 
something you do; you must resign yourself 
to doing nothing and let God do this work in 
you." e solution to our native darkness is 
God's ability to transform us. All we can do is 

Nicodemus: 

When Knowing The Bible 

Isn't Enough
Derek omas, is	  editorial	  director	  of	  
Reforma/on	  21.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.7
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cry for mercy and ask to change us, cleanse 
us (the allusion to being born "of water and 
the Spirit" in verse 5 is probably a reference 
to Ezekiel 36 which speaks of washing and 
cleansing).
 
ird, Nicodemus is told to put his trust 
entirely in Jesus Christ. Since Nicodemus is a 
Bible teacher, Jesus alludes to an incident in 
the time of Moses when the Israelites were 
cured from venomous snake bites by simply 
looking at bronze replica of the serpent that 
was hoisted into the air. e point is that 
Jesus, too, will be "lied up" - first on a cross, 
and then into the clouds in the course of his 
ascension to the Father's right hand. We 
enter the kingdom by recognizing who Jesus 
is - the Son of God, and "look" to him in 
faith:

ere is life for a look at the Crucified One,
ere is life at this moment for thee;
en look, sinner, look unto Him and be 

saved,
Unto Him Who was nailed to the tree.
                (Amelia M. Hull)

All the incentive we need to believe that this 
is indeed so comes from what is perhaps the 
best known verse in the Bible, one which is 
found in the course of this conversation: "For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16). God 
loves the lost, gives the best, and asks the 
least!

ere is evidence that Nicodemus did receive 
mercy. He came on this occasion "by night" 
for fear of the Jews, but at the end of the 
Gospel openly purchases the necessary 
spices for the anointing of Jesus' body (John 
19:39).  e Master Evangelist had done his 
work. He had brought a Bible teacher into 
the kingdom of God!

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.39
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3 Simple ways to encourage

your pastor

Pastors are human too. That means, of 

course, that they sin, but it also means that 

they have ordinary human needs. While no 

one joins the ministry in order to receive 

riches or accolades, honor or power, while 

shepherds are called to serve others rather 

than themselves, such doesn’t mean that 

they are not given to discouragement.

Most of us, most of the time, love our 

pastor, and are grateful for him. Few of us, 

however, understand that he needs 

encouragement. What even fewer of us 

grasp is how we can be an encouragement 

to him. Here are three simple ideas.

First, pay attention to his 

labors. Though we do not have a duty to 

be at the church every time the doors are 

open, one thing that discourages pastors is 

our unwillingness to simply avail ourselves 

of his gifts. When the pastor labors in his 

study to prepare a Bible study lesson, or 

writes a blog post, and the sheep under his 

care pay no attention, it is discouraging. It 

says to the pastor, “I do not value what you 

do for me and my family. Your efforts have 

no effect because I won’t even be bothered 

to read, or to listen. I will download the 

sermons of celebrities that don’t know me. 

I will read the wisdom of those with book 

contracts.” It’s not that your pastor is 

jealous of the gifts of others. It is instead 

that he is jealous for you and your growth 

in wisdom. A less gifted man who knows 

and loves you is far more potent in your 

life than a more gifted man far, far away.

Second, speak well of him to 

others. When you speak well to the 

pastor, if he is prone to discouragement, it 

might not have the impact you wish it to 

have. Such kind words can easily be 

written off as kindness rather than 

gratitude, as flattery rather than sincerity. 

But if word comes back to him, and it will, 

that you have spoken well of him, to others 

in the church, or even to those in your 

community, he will have to take your good 

word to heart. It might also encourage 

those with whom you speak to have a 

deeper appreciation for your pastor, and 

that’s usually a good thing. Of course the 

one you should be speaking to the most 

about your pastor is the Great Shepherd of 

the sheep. Pray with gratitude for the man 

Christ has given you, and the man will 

be encouraged.

R.C Sproul JR
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Third, pursue godliness. Because he 

loves you, what your pastor wants more 

than anything else is for you to grow in 

grace and wisdom, to become more like 

Jesus. What is most discouraging for him 

then isn’t how poorly he may be treated, 

how badly he may be honored, but how 

poorly his sheep are doing. He is 

encouraged most, however, when you are 

doing well. When he sees your wife’s 

beaming face, he knows it is because you 

are seeking to be a godly husband and 

father, and is encouraged. When he sees 

you turning the other cheek in your 

relationship with your pew neighbor, he is 

encouraged to know that the leaven of the 

kingdom is spreading among his flock. 

When he sees you visiting the widow and 

the orphan, he knows you are practicing 

true religion, and rejoices.

Don’t, in short, tell your pastor how smart 

he is, nor how brilliant his sermons are. 

Don’t tell him how funny he is, nor how 

dignified. Show him how his labor in 

showing you Jesus is making you more like 

Him. That is the desire of his heart, 

because that is the desire of His heart.

In our quest for a more simple spirituality, 
it’s important to define the term. I'm writing 
from the belief that spirituality is the pursuit 
of God and the things of God, through Jesus 
Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, in 

accordance with God's self-revelation (that 
is, the Bible).

The words of the apostle Paul in Colossians 
2:16-3:2 provide inspired guidance on true 
spirituality. False teachers in Colossae were 
saying that spirituality involved not only 
the pursuit of God through Jesus, but also 
the worship of angels and other types of 
mystical experiences. They taught a number 
of elaborate rituals and ascetic practices 
which anyone serious about spirituality was 
required to observe.

Paul admitted that while "these things 
indeed have an appear- ance of wisdom in 
self-imposed religion," in reality they "are 
of no value against the indulgence of the 
flesh" (2:23). In other words, these 
activities may look like marks of true 
spirituality, but they're worthless for 
changing one's heart or relationship with 
God.

But then Paul directs us to the basics of 
biblical spirituality: "If then you were 
raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the 
right hand of God. Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the earth" (3:1-2).
Unlike the common belief that many people 
are "spiritual" by nature, notice Paul's 
teaching that spirituality has a definite 
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starting point: "If then you were raised with 
Christ." This is biblical lan- guage for being 
united by faith to Jesus Christ in His life, 
death, and resurrection. Until a person 
comes to the place where spirituality begins 
and where he receives the benefits that flow 
from this union with Christ—namely 
eternal life and the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit—that person has no real 
spirituality, regardless of his effort or 
desire.

Notice also that genuine spirituality seeks 
the things of God, or more specifically, 
"things which are above, where Christ is." 

Any spirituality that does not seek things 
like the will and glory of God in everything, 
intimacy with and conformity to Christ, and 
love— and does not seek them above all 
other pursuits—is a false spirituality.
But true spirituality doesn't just propel the 
heart toward the right activities; it also pulls 
the mind in the right direction. For in verse 
2 Paul continued, "Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the earth." True 
spirituality is characterized by a mind 
preoccupied with "things above" —and not 
"things above" merely as we might imagine 

them, but rather as God has revealed them 
in Scripture. This doesn't mean we shouldn't 
think about earthly things, for Paul himself 
gives lengthy counsel about such matters 
just a few verses later, from 3:18 to the end 
of the book. Rather, the spirituality that 
flows from Heaven causes "things above" 
to become a magnet for the mind, so that no 
matter what we think about, eventually we 
relate it somehow to "things above." For 
instance, we often find ourselves asking 
questions like, "What would the Lord have 
me do in this situation?" or "What is God's 
view of this?"
Don't be deceived by a complex spirituality 
that gives the appearance of wisdom but 
doesn't start with Christ, "in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge" (Colossians 2:3). And don't 
become entangled in any spiritual practices 
that sound good but incline your mind and 
heart away from the "things above."
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MONTH CALENDAR

May 10, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 11, 2012

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

May 17, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 18, 2012

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

Membership Weekender 
17th & 18th 

 

May 24, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 25, 2012

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

May 31, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

June 1, 2012

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

F R I D A Y  F O U N D A T I O N S

 Apr 6 to May 11, 9:30 am to 10:20 am

Worship God!
(Led by Anand Samuel and John Folmar)

When the apostle John fell face-down in the 
presence of an angel in Revelation 22, the 

angel responded by saying, “You must not do 
that! ... Worship God!”

What does it mean to worship God? Is 
worship just something we do on Friday 

mornings, or this there more to it why do we 
at UCCD worship the way we do?

Learn about worship in Spirit and truth, and 
UCCD’s approach to gathered worship, by 

attending this 6-week class.
 

Love One Another
(Led by Jim Fox and Richard Ngwisha)

Since Christianity is a community project, the 
New Testament is full of “one another” 

commands. How should these be followed in 
our church? Come and be challenged to love 
one another - not in the abstract - but in real 

life among the saints at UCCD.

Phone: (04) 884 6623 

Email: info@uccdubai.com

uccdubai.com

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com

