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is month’s Herald aims to help Christians steward their God-given resources for his 
glory.

1....Ten Principles on Christian Giving, by John Stott.
9..... Choosing a God-Honoring Lifestyle, by Randy Alcorn

e Grace of Giving - 2 Cor 8 & 9

When we become Christians, our giving has 
a new impetus.  We are called to give 
generously, and with joy, as a fruit of the 
Spirit’s life within us.  e following pages 
take us through the Apostle Paul’s teaching 
on Christian giving, and draw out principles 
which we can apply to our own situation.  I 
trust you will find it a helpful and 
provocative study, as I have found it to be 
myself. 

In II Corinthians 8 and 9, Paul is explaining 
arrangements for an offering from the Greek 
churches of Achaia and Macedonia for the 
impoverished churches of Judea.  We also 
read about it in Romans 15 and 1 
Corinthians 16.  Paul did not see giving as a 
mundane matter, nor as something on the 
periphery of church life.  On the contrary, he 
saw the grace of giving as a core part of what 
it means for us to be members of Christ’s 
church. 

He shows how our regular giving is rooted 
in three central themes in the gospel: the 
grace of God, the cross of Christ, and the 

unity of the Spirit.  It is very moving to grasp 
this combination of profound Trinitarian 
theology and practical common sense, as we 
shall see. 

Here are Paul’s ten principles.
 
1. Christian giving is an expression of the 

grace of God (8:1-6).

1 And now, brothers, we want you to know 
about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches.  2 Out of the most 
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity.  3 For I testify that they gave as 
much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability.  Entirely on their own, 4 they 
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 
sharing in this service to the saints.  5 And 
they did not do as we expected, but gave 
themselves first to the Lord and then to us 
in keeping with God's will.  6 So we urged 
Titus, since he had earlier made a 
beginning, to bring also to completion this 
act of grace on your part.

 
Paul does not begin by referring to the 
generosity of the churches of Macedonia in 
northern Greece. He starts instead with ‘the 
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grace which God has given to the 
Macedonian churches’ (v1).  Grace is 
another word for generosity.  In other 
words, behind the generosity of Macedonia, 
Paul saw the generosity of God. Our 
gracious God is a generous God, and he is at 
work in his people to make them generous 
too. 
 
ree tributaries come together in the river 
of Macedonian generosity, namely their 
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty (v2). In consequence, the 
Macedonians gave even beyond their ability 
(v3), and they pleaded for the privilege of 
doing so (v4).  How easily our comfortable 
western culture can deaden our sensitivity 
to others’ needs.  e Macedonians had no 
such comfort, and no such lure of personal 
satisfaction.  eir values were entirely 
different.  ey gave themselves first to the 
Lord, and then to Paul and his fellow 
workers (v5).  What a model for the 
Corinthians, and for us. 

We read next how Paul had urged Titus to 
complete what he had begun in Corinth, the 
capital of Achaia, some time before (v6). 
What had Titus begun?  He had been 
exhorting the Corinthians to give in the 
same way as the Macedonians.
 
is then is where Paul begins - with the 
grace of God in both the Macedonian 
churches of Northern Greece and the 
Achaean churches of Southern Greece.  
Christian generosity is fundamentally an 
outflow of the generosity of God.
 
2. Christian giving can be a charisma, that 

is, a gi of the Spirit (8:7).

7 But just as you excel in everything - in 
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in your love for us - see 
that you also excel in this grace of giving.

e Corinthians already excel in the 
spiritual gis of faith, speech, knowledge, 
earnestness and love, and the apostle urges 
them to excel also ‘in this grace of giving’.  
Similarly in Romans 12:8 Paul includes 
among another list of charismata 
‘contributing to the needs of others’.  e 
grace of giving is a spiritual gi. 
 
Many of God’s gis are generously bestowed 
in some measure on all believers and given 
in special measure to some.  For example, all 
Christians are called to share the gospel with 
others, but some have the gi of an 
evangelist.  All Christians are called to 
exercise pastoral care for others, but some 
are called to be pastors. Just so, all 
Christians are called to be generous, but 
some are given the particular ‘gi of giving’.  
those entrusted with significant financial 
resources have a special responsibility to be 
good stewards of those resources. 
 
3. Christian giving is inspired by the cross 

of Christ (8:8-9).

8  I am not commanding you, but I want 
to test the sincerity of your love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of 
others.  9 For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
you through his poverty might become 
rich.

 
Paul was not commanding the Corinthians 
to give generously.  is is not how he deals 
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with them.  Rather he puts the sincerity of 
their love to the test by comparing them 
with others and especially (it is implied) 
with Christ.  For they knew ‘the grace of our 
Lord Jesus’.
 
Let us note this further reference to divine 
grace.  e grace of God is at work in us 
(v1), and the grace of christ challenges us to 
respond in like manner (v9).  Let us not 
rush on, for here is one of the most 
searching principles Paul describes.  Notice 
the two references to wealth.  Because of our 
poverty Christ renounced his riches, so that 
through his poverty we might become rich.  
It is not material poverty and wealth which 
Paul has in mind. No, the ‘poverty’ of Christ 
is seen in his incarnation and especially his 
cross, while the ‘wealth’ he gives us is 
salvation with all its rich blessings.  

As we give, may we, too, reflect on the cross, 
and all that was achieved for us through the 
death of Christ.  How meagre are our 
earthly riches in comparison.  
 
4.  Christian giving is proportionate 

giving (8:10-12).

10 And here is my advice about what is best 
for you in this matter: Last year you were 
the first not only to give but also to have the 
desire to do so.  11 Now finish the work, so 
that your eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it, according 
to your means.  12 For if the willingness is 
there, the gi is acceptable according to 
what one has, not according to what he 
does not have.

During the previous year the Corinthian 
Christians had been the first not only in 

giving but in desiring to give (v10). So now 
Paul urges them to finish the task they had 
begun, so that their doing will keep pace 
with their desiring.  is must be according 
to their means (v11).  For Christian giving is 
proportionate giving.  e eager willingness 
comes first;  so long as that is there, the gi 
is acceptable in proportion to what the giver 
has (v12).

is expression ‘according to his means’ 
might remind us of two similar expressions 
which occur in Acts. In Acts 11:29 members 
of the church in Antioch gave to the famine-
stricken Judean Christians ‘each according 
to his ability’.  In Acts 2 and 4 members of 
the church in Jerusalem gave ‘to each 
according to his need’.

Of course there are times when we are called 
to give as the Macedonians gave, out of 
proportion to their income, as a sacrificial 
offering in particular circumstances.  But 
the principle here is a foundational one.  
Christian giving should never be less than 
proportionate to our income. 

5.  Christian giving contributes equally 
(8:13-15). 

13 Our desire is not that others might be 
relieved while you are hard pressed, but 
that there might be equality.  14 At the 
present time your plenty will supply what 
they need, so that in turn their plenty will 
supply what you need.  en there will be 
equality, 15 as it is written: ‘He who 
gathered much did not have too much, 
and he who gathered little did not have 
too little.’
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Paul’s desire, as he goes on to explain, is not 
that others may be relieved while they are 
hard pressed, for that would merely reverse 
the situation, solving one problem by 
creating another, but rather; that there 
might be equality’ (v13).  At present, 
Corinthian plenty will supply the needs of 
others, so that in turn, at a later stage, the 
plenty of others will supply Corinthian 
need.  ‘en there will be equality’ (v14).  
Paul illustrates the principle from the supply 
of manna in the desert.  God provided 
enough for everybody.  Larger families 
gathered a lot, but not too much.  Smaller 
families gathered less, but not too little, and 
they had no lack (v15).

Paul is putting the affluence of some 
alongside the need of others, and calling for 
an adjustment, that is, an easing of need by 
affluence.  is was with a view to isotes, the 
Greek word which can mean either 
‘equality’ or ‘justice’.

What is this ‘equality’ for which Paul calls?  
It has three aspects.

First, it is not egalitarianism.  God’s purpose 
is not that everybody receives an identical 
wage, lives in an identical house, equipped 
with identical furniture, wears identical 
clothing and eats identical food - as if we 
had all been mass-produced in some 
celestial factory!  No.  Our doctrine of 
creation should protect us from any vision 
of colorless uniformity.  For God the 
Creator has not cloned us.  True, we are 
equal in worth and dignity, equally made in 
God’s image.  True, God gives rain and 
sunshine indiscriminately to both the evil 
and the good.  But God has made us 
different, and has given his creation a 

colorful diversity in physique, appearance, 
temperament, personality and capacities. 

Secondly,  it begins with equality of 
educational opportunity.  Christians have 
always been in the forefront of those urging 
literacy and education for all.  For to 
educate (from latin: educare) is literally to 
lead people out into their fullest created 
potential, so that they may become 
everything God intends them to be.  For 
example, equal educational opportunity 
does not mean that every child is sent to 
university, but that every child capable of 
benefiting from a university education will 
be able to have one.  No child should be 
disadvantaged.  It is a question of justice. 

irdly, equality sees an end to extreme 
social disparity.  Julius Nyerere, former 
President of Tanzania, said in his Arusha 
Declaration that he wanted to build a nation 
in which ‘no man is ashamed of his poverty 
in the light of another’s affluence, and no 
man has to be ashamed of his affluence in 
the light of another’s poverty’.

e same dilemma confronts missionaries.  
Should they ‘go native’, becoming in all 
things like the nationals they work among? 
Or should they continue to enjoy western 
affluence without any modification of their 
lifestyle? probably neither.  e Willowbank 
Report on ‘Gospel and Culture’ suggests that 
they should rather develop a standard of 
living which finds it natural to exchange 
hospitality with others on a basis of 
reciprocity, without 
embarrassment’ [Making Christ Known 
(Eerdmans/Paternoster, 1996), p 82].
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In other words, if we are embarrassed either 
to visit other people in their home, or to 
invite them into ours because of the 
disparity of our economic lifestyles, 
something is wrong; the inequality is too 
great, for it has broken the fellowship.  
ere needs to be a  measure of equalization 
in one or other direction, or in both.  And 
Christian giving contributes to this equality.  

6.  Christian giving must be carefully 
supervised (8:16-24).

16 I thank God, who put into the heart of 
Titus the same concern I have for you.  17  
For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, 
but he is coming to you with much 
enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18 
And we are sending along with him the 
brother who is praised by all the churches 
for his service in the gospel.  19 What is 
more, he was chosen by the churches to 
accompany us as we carry the offering, 
which we administer in order to honor the 
Lord himself and to show our eagerness to 
help. 20 We want to avoid any criticism or 
the way we administer this liberal gi. 21 
For we are taking pains to do what is 
right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but 
also in the eyes of men. 

22 In addition, we are sending with them 
our brother who has oen proved to us in 
many ways that he is zealous, and now 
even more so because of his great 
confidence in you.  23 As for Titus, he is 
my partner and fellow-worker among 
you; as for our brothers, they are 
representatives of the churches and an 
honor to Christ. 24 erefore show these 
men the proof of your love and the reason 

for our pride in you, so that the churches 
can see it. 

Handling money is a risky business and 
Paul is evidently aware of the dangers.  He 
writes ‘we want to avoid any criticism of the 
way we administer this liberal gi’ (v20) 
and ‘we are taking pains to do what is right, 
not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in 
the eyes of men’ (v21).  He was determined 
not only to do right, but to be seen to do 
right.  

So what steps did Paul take?  Firs, he did not 
handle the financial arrangements himself, 
but put Titus in charge of them (v16-17) 
and expressed his full confidence in him 
(v23).  Secondly, Paul added that he was 
sending along with Titus another brother, 
who was ‘praised by all the churches for his 
service to the gospel’ (v18).  irdly, this 
second brother had been ‘chosen by the 
churches to accompany’ Paul and carry the 
gi (v19; 1 Corinthians 16:3).  e people 
carrying the offering to Jerusalem had been 
elected by the churches because of their 
confidence in them. 

It is wise for us now to take similar 
precautions against possible criticism.  It is 
good for churches to be openly careful 
about the number of people present when 
the offering is counted, and for regular 
reports to be given to church members on 
the church finances.  We need such 
transparency in church life; it gives 
confidence to the membership. 

For mission agencies it is important to have 
a board giving wise and experienced 
oversight of the financial operations, so that 
money received from supporters can be 
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invested well and pressed effectively into 
service. On a broader canvas, we can be 
thankful for the work of auditors, and for 
the government’s oversight of all charitable 
giving that helps to regulate both good 
practice and good reporting. 

7.  Christian giving can be stimulated by a 
little friendly competition (9:1-5).

1 ere is no need for me to write to you 
about this service to the saints. 2 For I 
know your eagerness to help, and I have 
been boasting about it to the 
Macedonians, telling them that since last 
year you in Achaia were ready to give; 
and your enthusiasm has stirred most of 
them to action.  3 But I am sending the 
brothers in order that our boasting about 
you in this matter should not prove 
hollow, but that you may be ready, as I 
said you would be. 4 For if any 
Macedonians come with me and find you 
unprepared, we- not to say anything 
about you- would be ashamed of having 
been so confident. 5 So I thought it 
necessary to urge the brothers to visit you 
in advance and finish the arrangements 
for the generous gi, not as one 
grudgingly given. 

Paul had been boasting to the churches of 
northern Greece (eg Philippi) about the 
eagerness of the churches of southern 
Greece (eg Corinth) to give, and this 
enthusiasm had stirred the northerners to 
action (v2).  Now Paul is sending the 
brothers already mentioned to Corinth to 
ensure that his boasting about the 
southerners will not prove hollow and what 
they will ready as he had said they would 
be (v3). 

For if some northerners were to come south 
with Paul and find the southerners 
unprepared, it would be a huge 
embarrassment.  So Paul sent the brothers 
in advance, to finish the arrangements for 
their promised gi.  en they would be 
ready and their gi would be generous and 
not grudging (v5).  First Paul boasted of 
southern generosity, so that the northerners 
will give generously.  Now he urges the 
southerners to give generously, so that the 
northerners will not be disappointed in 
them. 

It is rather delightful to see how Paul plays 
off the north and the south against each 
other to stimulate the generosity of both.  
Competition is a dangerous game to play, 
especially if it involves publishing the names 
of donors and the amounts donated.  But we 
can all be stimulated to greater generosity 
by hearing about the generosity of others. 

8.  Christian giving resembles a harvest 
(9:6-11a). 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 7 
Each man should give what he has 
decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that in 
all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good 
work.  9 As it is written: ‘He has scattered 
abroad his gis to the poor: his 
righteousness endures for ever’.

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will also supply and 
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increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be made rich in every way so 
that you can be generous on every 
occasion...

Two harvest principles are applied here to 
Christian giving.  First, we reap what we 
sow.  Whoever sows sparingly reaps 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
reaps generously (v6).  ‘Sowing is an obvious 
picture of giving.  What then can we expect 
to ‘reap’? We should not interpret Paul’s 
point too literally as if he were saying that 
the more we give the more we will get.  No.  
Each of us should give ‘what he has decided 
in his heart to give’ neither reluctantly, nor 
under compulsion, but rather ungrudgingly, 
because ‘God loves a cheerful giver’ (v7).  
Let’s pause for a moment on that phrase 
‘what he has decided in his heart to give’.  
ere is a sense here of settle conviction 
about how much to give; of a decision 
reached aer careful consideration, and 
always with joy and cheerfulness. 

It is good to remind ourselves here of Paul’s 
earlier letter to the Corinthians and his 
exhortation to systematic giving (1 
Corinthians 16:1-3).  Everyone should, he 
said, set aside a sum of money in relation to 
his income ‘on the first day of the week’.  
Our facility of setting up a bank transfer, for 
both our church giving and our mission 
giving, would be very much in keeping with 
this.  We’re reminded again here of the 
importance of ‘deciding’.  It is rarely 
necessary to give on the spur of the 
moment. How much better to take time and 
seek that settled conviction. 

If we give in this spirit, what will happen?  
What harvest can we expect to reap?  e 
answer is two-fold: (i) ‘God is able to make 
all grace about to you’ so that ‘in all 
things’ (not necessarily in material things) 
you may have all you ned, and (ii) you will 
‘abound in every good work’ because your 
opportunities for further service will 
increase (v8).  As the psalmist says, the 
consequence of giving to the poor is to have 
a righteousness which endures for ever (v9; 
Psalm 112:9). 

Secondly, what we reap has a double 
purpose.  It is both for eating and for further 
sowing.  e God of the harvest is 
concerned not only to alleviate our present 
hunger, but to make provision for the future.  
So he supplies both ‘bread for 
food‘ (immediate consumption) and ‘seed to 
the sower‘ (to plant when the next season 
comes round).  In the same way God will 
‘supply and increase your store of seed and 
will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness‘ (v10).

ese verses are the origin of the concept of 
‘seed-money’.  Expecting God to multiply a 
donor’s gi.  Paul is not teaching a 
‘prosperity gospel’, as some have claimed.  
True, he promises that ‘you will be made 
rich in every way‘ but he adds at once that 
this is ‘so that you can be generous on every 
occasion‘ (v11a) and so increase your giving.  
Wealth is with a view to generosity. 

9.  Christian giving has symbolic 
significance.

ere is more to Christian giving than 
meets the eye. Paul is quite clear about this.  
In the case of the Greek churches, their 
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giving symbolized their ‘confession of the 
gospel of Christ’ (v13).  How is that?

Paul looks beyond the mere transfer of cash 
to what it represents.  e significance was 
more than geographical (from Greece to 
judea) or economical (from the rich to the 
poor).  It is also theological (from Gentile 
Christians to Jewish Christians), for it was a 
deliberate, self-conscious symbol of Jewish-
Gentile solidarity in the body of Christ. 

Indeed, this truth (that Jews and gentiles are 
admitted to the body of Christ on the same 
terms, so that in Christ they are heirs 
together, members together and sharers 
together) was the ‘mystery’ which had been 
revealed to Paul (eg Ephesians 3:1-9).  is 
was the essence of his distinctive gospel.  It 
was the truth he lived for, was imprisoned 
for and died for.  It is hinted at here, but 
elaborated in Romans 15:25-28. 

Paul wrote there that the Gentile churches of 
Greece had been ‘pleased’ to make a 
contribution for the impoverished 
Christians of Judea.  ‘ey were pleased to 
do it’, he repeated.  Indeed ‘they owe it to 
them.  For if the Gentiles have shared in the 
Jews’ spiritual blessings [culminating in the 
coming of the Messiah himself], they owe it 
to the Jews to share with them their material 
blessings’ (Romans 15:27).  It was a striking 
illustration and declaration of Christian 
fellowship. 

In similar ways, our Christian giving can 
express our theology.  For example, when we 
contribute to evangelistic enterprises, we are 
expressing our confidence that the gospel is 
God’s power for salvation, and that 
everybody has a right to hear it. When we 

give to economic development, we express 
our belief that every man, woman and child 
bears God’s image and should not be obliged 
to live in dehumanizing circumstances.  
When we give to the maturing of the 
Church, we acknowledge its centrality in 
God’s purpose and his desire for its maturity. 
   
10.  Christian giving promotes 

thanksgiving to God (9:11b-15)

11b through us your generosity will result 
in thanksgiving to God. 

12 is service that you perform is not 
only supplying the needs of God’s people 
but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because 
of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, men will praise God for the 
obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for 
your generosity in sharing with them and 
with everyone else.  14 And in their 
prayers for you their hearts will go out to 
you, because of the surpassing grace God 
has given you. 15 anks be to God for his 
indescribable gi. 

Four times in the concluding paragraph of 
these two chapters, Paul states his 
confidence that the ultimate result of their 
offering will be to increase thanksgiving and 
praise to God.  is is at the heart of all 
spiritual giving. 

v11 ‘your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God’

v12 ‘this service that you 
perform...is...overflowing in many 
expression of thanks to God’



  UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOLUME II, ISSUE 6, JUNE 3, 2010

 PAGE 9

v15 ‘anks be to God for his 
indescribable gi!”

Authentic Christian giving leads people not 
only to thank us, the givers, but to thank 
God, and to see our gi to them in the light 
of his indescribable grace, shown supremely 
in the gi of his Son.

It is truly amazing that so much is involved 
in this transfer of money.  We have the 
doctrine of the Trinity- the grace of God, 
the cross of Christ and the unity of the Holy 
Spirit; and we have the practical wisdom of 
an apostle of Christ.  Spiritual truth and 
practical wisdom both at work, side by side. 

What an awesome privilege we have in 
helping others right across the world to give 

glory to God. Releasing more of the money 
which he has entrusted to us as stewards 
will end in this.  And to increase 
thanksgiving to God for the sake of his own 
glory is surely our highest goal. 

I hope that our study of these chapters will 
help to raise our giving to a higher level, and 
will persuade us to give more thoughtfully, 
more systematically and more sacrificially.  I 
for one (having preached this sermon to 
myself first) have already reviewed and 
raised my giving. I venture to hope that you 
may do likewise. 

Choosing a God-Honoring Lifestyle

Many speak out against the lukewarmness 
and materialism of today’s Christians. Much 
of what they have to say is accurate, but they 
commonly make two critical mistakes. First, 
they camp in the Gospels and ignore or 
brush off the Epistles. Yet the Epistles 
demonstrate the form that churches took 
aer Christ’s death, resurrection, and 
ascension, and aer the Holy Spirit was sent 
to indwell his people. Since the church was 
not born until aer the Gospels, we must 
look not only to the Gospels but to the 
Epistles to draw conclusions about the 
lifestyles of Christians.

e second mistake is failing to deal with 
the larger context of the Gospels themselves, 
quoting only isolated texts that tell people to 
give away everything. Some readers and 
listeners get the impression that Christians 
who retain any possessions are not true 
disciples. But a more careful and thorough 
reading of the Gospels demonstrates exactly 
what is later borne out in the Epistles—that 
by God’s calling there are two kinds of 
disciples when it comes to the matter of 
owning money and possessions. Let’s look 
in the Gospel of Mark for examples of this.

One Kind of Disciple

In Mark 1:16-20, Jesus called his first four 
disciples to leave their fishing business to 
follow him. Notice that this abandonment 
of possessions was neither inherently 

By Randy Alcorn, founder of Eternal 
Perspective Ministries.

is article arose from an exposition by 
John Stott of 2 Corinthians 8-9.  



  UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOLUME II, ISSUE 6, JUNE 3, 2010

 PAGE 10

virtuous nor aimless. It was done with a 
clear purpose in mind, in order to practically 
facilitate the goal of the call. Christ’s 
ministry was an itinerant one, requiring a 
great deal of traveling. To follow him, the 
disciples simply had to leave their boats and 
nets. e real point is not that they le their 
boats, but that they followed Jesus. at they 
le behind their major possessions was the 
inevitable result of their response to his call 
to physically follow him.

Yet, it appears that even these four apostles 
did not irreversibly divest themselves of all 
possessions. Just ten verses aer they’re said 
to have le their nets, we’re told the apostles 
went “to the home of Simon and Andrew,” 
where Simon’s mother-in-law lived, and 
presumably his wife and children as well. 
Also, the Gospels make repeated reference to 
traveling by boat on the Sea of Galilee. It 
seems fair to assume that the boat belonged 
to one or more of the fishermen-turned-
apostles. is is substantiated by the fact that 
Peter and several of the others were back in a 
boat fishing again within days of Christ’s 
death (John 21:1-3).

Peter later said to his Lord, “We have le 
everything to follow you” (Mark 10:28-30). 
He did not say, “We have sold everything,” 
though they may well have liquidated nearly 
all of their major possessions (Luke 
12:32-33). e point is, they “le their 
possessions” to physically follow Christ.
e apostles were a distinct historical group 
who have no direct equivalent today. 
Nonetheless, I believe we can look at them as 
representatives of a particular calling of God 
to traveling missionary work. Such work 
necessitates leaving behind major 
possessions that would tie us to a specific 

location and prohibit our ability to go where 
Jesus calls us.

A Second Kind of Disciple

Mark said that Jesus “saw Levi son of 
Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. 
‘Follow me,’ Jesus told him, and Levi got up 
and followed him” (Mark 2:14). We are not 
told Jesus commanded him to sell his 
possessions and give to the poor. On the 
contrary, in the very next verse Jesus and the 
disciples are having a dinner party in Levi’s 
house, along with many other tax collectors 
and “sinners.” Levi’s house is used to 
introduce many people to Jesus. Given his 
profession and the number of people at the 
party, it was no doubt nicer and larger than 
the average house.

is is not merely an acceptable use of 
possessions but an explicitly God-ordained 
one. Levi represented a second type of 
missionary activity that does not involve 
divesting oneself of all one’s possessions but 
utilizing them for the same ultimate cause.

Not long thereaer, while large crowds were 
following Jesus, he went up into the hills and 
chose twelve of his followers to be his 
apostles (Mark 3:13-19). is unique group 
would join him in his itinerant ministry, 
traveling, preaching, and casting out 
demons. But only these twelve were chosen 
to travel with him. Others of the large 
crowds were not chosen as apostles but still 
remained his disciples.

Where did these “disciples-but-not-apostles” 
go? Where else but back to their families and 
homes and jobs! Just as Jesus had for many 
years served as a carpenter, owning a house 
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and tools and likely a workshop, and lived 
on a piece of land, so they were to serve 
God, raising their families, living and 
working in their own communities.

Clearly, the majority of Christ’s followers did 
not rid themselves of all their possessions, 
nor were they expected to do so. ere were 
two callings of Christ—one to leave family 
and possessions behind, and one to go back 
to them. But both callings served the same 
ultimate purpose—the glory of God and the 
advance of his kingdom.

Summarizing the Two Calls of Christ

In a probing call to discipleship, Jesus said: 
“If anyone would come aer me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
and for the gospel will save it. What good is 
it for a man to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:34-37)

e number of economic terms in these few 
verses is striking—save, lose, gain, forfeit, 
give, and exchange. Every disciple of Jesus is 
given a radical call as to how he views and 
handles his money and possessions and 
every other facet of his life. Whether one 
has been called to leave his possessions 
behind for kingdom purposes or to retain 
ownership for generous and sacrificial 
kingdom purposes, he must keep in mind 
that a wrong view of material gain in this 
world will lure him away from the next. e 
money and possessions of the present will 
be of no use on the day his soul is laid bare 
before his Creator. On that day, money and 
possessions will be seen as either having 

facilitated his mission or having blurred or 
hindered it.

Determining a God-Honoring Lifestyle

When it comes to our attitude toward 
wealth, Jesus gave commands. When it 
comes to our specific possessions and 
lifestyle, he gave us principles. Jesus did not 
hand us a precise checklist of what we can 
and cannot own, and how we can or cannot 
spend money. Jesus did not say just one 
thing about money and possessions. He said 
many things. ey were not random 
clashing noises, but carefully composed 
melody and harmony to which we must 
listen as we develop our lifestyles.
On the one hand Christ said, “Do not lay up 
for yourselves treasures on earth” (Matt. 
6:19). On the other hand Paul gave these 
instructions to a pastor: “Command those 
who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share. In 
this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of 
the life that is truly life” (1 Tim. 6:17-19).

Paul did not say, “Command those who are 
rich to stop being rich.” e implication is 
that there is a legitimate diversity in the 
amount of money and possessions owned by 
Christians. Of course, there is no room for 
opulence and waste. ere is no room for 
making wealth a source of security, nor for a 
lack of generosity or hospitality.
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Paul le a door open for a Christian to be 
“rich in this present world”—but only if he 
carefully follows the accompanying 
guidelines related to his attitude toward and 
his use of that wealth. e rich are not told 
they must take a vow of poverty. But they 
are told, essentially, to take a vow of 
generosity. ey are to be rich in good 
deeds, quick to share, quick to part with 
their assets for kingdom causes—and in 
doing so they will lay up treasures in 
heaven.

Who are “e Rich”?

But who are these “rich,” and how rich are 
they? e answer is that almost everyone 
who reads this will be rich, both by first-
century standards and by global standards 
today. Statistically, if you have sufficient 
food, decent clothes, live in a house that 
keeps the weather out, and own a reasonably 
reliable means of transportation, you are 
among the top 15% of the world’s wealthy.

If you have any money saved, a hobby that 
requires some equipment or supplies 
(fishing, hunting, skiing, astronomy, coin 
collecting, painting), a variety of clothes in 
your closet, two cars (in any condition), and 
live in your own home, you are in the top 
5% of the world’s wealthy.

Hence, when we speak of the rich we are not 
talking about “them” but “us.” ose we 
think of as rich today are really the super-
rich, the mega-wealthy. But it is we, the rich, 
to whom Paul is speaking. e allowance of 
“rich Christians” by 1 Timothy 6:17 
immediately follows a sobering warning of 
what awaits those who desire to get rich (1 
Timothy 6:11). If we are rich, and we are, we 

need not conclude we are necessarily living 
in sin. But we must carefully adhere to Paul’s 
instructions of what our attitudes and 
actions are to be.

Nevertheless, the door remains open to 
legitimate differences in the amount of 
wealth we own. When Peter pressed Jesus 
concerning the Lord’s plans for John, Christ 
responded, “What is that to you? You follow 
me” (John 21:22).

His emphasis was on the word “you.” Each 
of us has a call of God. We should not be 
preoccupied with God’s dealing with others, 
nor should we make unhealthy comparisons 
with our own situation. ere are some 
things that no Christian should do, such as 
hoard, live in opulence, or fail to give 
generously. But there are other things some 
Christians can rightly do that others cannot 
or choose not to, such as own land, a home, 
a car, a business, or go on a certain vacation.

How much money and possessions can we 
safely keep? Enough to care for our basic 
needs and some basic wants, but not so 
much that we are distracted from our basic 
purpose, or that large amounts of money are 
kept from higher kingdom causes. Not so 
much that we become proud and 
independent of the Lord (Deut. 8:13-14), or 
are distracted from our purpose, or 
insulated from our sense of need to depend 
on God to provide (Matt. 6:26-29).
ose who want to get rich set themselves 
up for spiritual disaster. ose who happen 
to be rich, simply as a result of 
circumstances, hard work, or wisdom, have 
done nothing wrong. ey need not feel 
guilty unless they do not make their riches 
generously available to the work of God, or 
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their lifestyles are self-centered and 
excessive.

Why Live More Simply?

ere are a thousand ways to live more 
simply. We can buy used cars rather than 
new, and modest houses rather than 
expensive ones. We don’t have to replace old 
furniture just for appearances. We can mend 
and wear old clothes, shop at thri stores, 
give up recreational shopping, use fewer 
disposables, cut down on expensive 
convenience foods, and choose less 
expensive exercise and recreation. Some of 
us can carpool or use public transportation. 
But these are things few of us will do unless 
we have compelling reasons. May I suggest 
four?

1. Because it would loosen the grip of 
materialism on our own lives. Giving 
away what we don’t need is the greatest 
cure for materialism. How can we expect 
to embrace the Christian experience of 
Paul, Wesley, Mueller, Taylor, and a host 
of others without also embracing their 
attitude toward possessions and the 
simple lifestyle it fostered?

2. Because of the reward God promises if 
we lay up treasures in heaven rather 
than on earth. Eternal rewards are to be a 
major motivation in my life. If I choose a 
smaller house now, investing the 
difference in cost in God’s kingdom, God 
will give me a bigger house in heaven. 
Why settle for an expensive necklace now 
when by selling it and giving the money 
to meet needs it could contribute toward 
an imperishable crown in eternity?

3. Because of the dire spiritual need of the 
world. John Piper wrote: “We should be 
content with the simple necessities of life 
because we could invest the extra we 
make for what really counts. ree billion 
people today are outside Jesus Christ. 
Two-thirds of them have no viable 
Christian witness in their culture. If they 
are to hear the gospel—and Christ 
commands that they hear—then cross-
cultural missionaries will have to be sent 
and paid for. All the wealth needed to 
send this new army of good news 
ambassadors is already in the church. If 
we, like Paul, were content with the 
simple necessities of life, hundreds of 
millions of dollars in the church would be 
released to take the gospel to the 
frontiers. e revolution of joy and 
freedom it would cause at home would be 
the best local witness imaginable.”

4. Because of the great physical needs of 
the poor. Someone has said, “Live simply 
that others may simply live.” Of course, 
there is no necessary relationship between 
my simple living and someone else’s being 
rescued from starvation or reached with 
the gospel. ere is only a relationship if 
I, in fact, use the resources I have freed up 
to feed the hungry and reach the lost. is 
itself assumes I will continue to make a 
decent wage. For if I go off and pursue 
simple living for simple living’s sake, 
spending what little I earn on myself, it 
does no good for anyone else.

In fact, it is a violation of Scripture to try 
to make only enough money for my 
family’s immediate physical needs. 
Scripture says, “He who has been stealing 
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must steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with his own hands, that 
he may...” at he may have enough to live 
on? No, “...that he may have something to 
share with those in need” (Ephesians 4:28). 
We should work not only because it is 
healthy for us and to care for our families, 
but to take our excess income and use it to 
help the needy. Even though it may appear 
to be nonmaterialistic, earning only 
enough to meet the needs of myself and 
family and no more, when I could earn 
enough to care for others as well, can be a 
selfish and unchristian philosophy. e 
point is not merely saying “no” to money 
and things, but using money and things to 
say “yes” to God.

“Simple” Living or “Strategic” Living?
 
During World War II, when fuel was 
precious, billboards routinely asked the 
motorist, “Is this trip necessary?” Every 
resource used for individual convenience 
was one less resource for the country’s 
central concern, winning the war. As 
Christians, we are engaged in a great battle 
that also requires great resources (Ephesians 
6:12). We too must realize that spending on 
our own private concerns leaves fewer 
resources for our kingdom’s central concern. 
We should ask, “Does this really contribute 
to my purpose in being here on this earth? Is 
this an asset to me as a soldier of Christ, or is 
it a liability?”
Ralph Winter uses the term “wartime 
lifestyle,” which is generally a more helpful 
concept than “simple lifestyle.” If I am 
devoted to merely “simple” living, I might 
reject owning a computer because it is 
modern and nonessential. But if I live a 

wartime lifestyle, then the computer may 
serve as a strategic tool for kingdom 
purposes. My computer is serving that 
purpose as I’m writing books. Likewise, a 
microwave oven might be a luxury in one 
case but a useful tool in another, freeing 
time to engage in the cause for which we are 
fighting. Simple living may be self-centered. 
Strategic living is kingdom-centered.

Of course, the wartime mentality can be 
taken to such an extreme that we feel it’s 
unfaithful to enjoy any possessions, 
pleasures, or special activities. is is not my 
perspective. Even in wartime, it’s important 
to have a break from battle. Soldiers need 
their rest and recreation. Life is not just 
utilitarian. ere is nothing necessarily 
wrong with spending some money for 
modest pleasures that renew and revive us, 
especially since our battle is a lifetime in 
duration.

I am thankful that I own “for fun” 
possessions, such as a bicycle and tennis 
racquet. ey aren’t necessary; yet they 
contribute to my physical and mental health. 
Our family spends money on vacations that 
aren’t necessary, yet they bring personal 
renewal and valuable relationship-building 
opportunities with one another and other 
families as well. My wife and I sometimes go 
out to dinner, enriching our relationship and 
renewing our vigor to return to life’s battles. 
I am not proposing we live at a poverty level, 
but as if our income was more modest, yet 
still adequate to allow breathing room for 
some legitimate recreational spending.
If I have a wartime mentality, then I don’t 
look at an increase in income as an 
opportunity to spend more but an 
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opportunity to invest more in the cause. I 
might determine that I will live on a certain 
amount of money each year, an amount that 
allows some room for discretionary or 
recreational spending. All income beyond 
that I will give to God’s kingdom purposes. 
If he provides twice that basic amount of 
money I have designated for my living 
expenses, then I will be giving away 50 
percent of my income. If he provides four 
times that much, I will be giving away 75 
percent of it. If my situation radically 
changed, however, I might need more for 
my family needs.

Until 2002, 10% of the royalties from my 
books were used by EPM for its expenses, 
and 90% were given to worthy ministries, 
especially global missions. Since 2002 we 
have been able to donate 100% of all book 
royalties—and sometimes more—to worthy 
ministries. Since the inception of Eternal 
Perspective Ministries in 1990, EPM has 
given close to $5.5 million to ministries 
around the world. We’re grateful to the Lord 
for his provision.

Suppose a wife wishes to go to work when 
the children are grown, and assume the 
family’s savings are adequate for retirement 
needs. Suddenly the family has a second 
income. Ninety percent of the time this 
second salary simply ushers in a higher 
standard of living. Expenditures rise to meet 
income. But why? e one income has been 
more than sufficient till this point—for 
needs, that is, maybe not wants. If the cause 
of Christ is so worthy, why not devote the 
entire second income to the cause?

Do such proposals seem strange? If so, why? 
Have we forgotten that all Christ’s disciples 
are committed to using their money and 
possessions to further the kingdom cause? 
Have we distanced ourselves so far from the 
battlefield that our peacetime lifestyles have 
le us comfortable and complacent, unfit 
for battle and oblivious to the battle’s eternal 
stakes?  God’s called us not to a cruise-ship 
mentality but a battleship mentality. ere’s 
a big difference.

Conclusion

A biblical lifestyle will necessarily recognize 
itself as being in opposition to the prevailing 
values and lifestyle of its culture. It is 
informed by a different view of reality. is 
view of reality is not a harsh or austere view. 
It need not lead to ascetic or bare-bones 
living, or to condemnation of those 
Christians who have greater opportunity or 
feel greater liberty to possess more than I 
do. Rather, it is a view toward the riches of 
the eternal kingdom. ose who hold such a 
view are sincerely grateful for the refreshing 
pleasures and helpful possessions of this life.

But regardless of what material things 
surround it, this view of reality remains 
focused on the ultimate pleasure of 
possessing Christ. Our Lord is pleased when 
we live in a way that reminds us of, and 
introduces others to, what’s truly the 
greatest pleasure and possession of life—our 
Lord Jesus.



May Calendar

June 2, 2011- Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in the 
book of James.

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry)

June 3, 2011- Friday

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

6:00 pm   First Friday Prayer & Praise

June 9, 2011- Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James.   

7:00 pm Oasis- LAST MEETING

June 10, 2011-Friday

9:30-10:30  Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering,

         followed by MEMBERS’

         MEETING 

June 16, 2011- Thursday

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James. 

June 17, 2011- Friday

9:30-10:30  Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

June 23, 2011- Thursday

7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study.

June 24, 2011- Friday

9:30-10:30 Friday Foundations 

10:30 UCCD church gathering

June 30, 2011- Thursday

7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study.

7:00 pm  Sumer Youth Bible Study

FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS
9:30-10:20 am
June 10-July 22

1. What is a Healthy Church Member?  Whether 
your Christian life began yesterday or thirty 
years ago, the Lord’s intent is that you play an 
active and vital part in His body, the local 
church.  What does that look like at UCCD?  
How well are you functioning as a member of 
the body of Christ?  Led by: Etienne Nel, John 
Folmar, and Richard Ngwisha.

2. New Testament Survey.  What is the big picture 
of the New Testament?  What is “new” about it? 
Following on from our overview of the Old 
Testament, this class will expose you to the 
theology and thrust of all the books that unfold 
the life, death, resurrection, and ongoing 
ministry of Jesus Christ.  If you want to learn 
about how the Bible is fulfilled in our Lord and 
Savior, come join us in this rewarding survey 
course. Led by Jeremy Yong, Ben Jones, and Ken 
Harman. 

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: 
info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

SPECIAL MEMBERS’ 

MEETING
June 10, 2011- Immediately aer service

If you are a member, please stay around aer 
service June 10, for a brief members’ meeting.  
We will be voting on the proposed UCCD 
Constitution and Statement of Faith. 

If you have any questions, please contact the 
church office. 

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
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