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Baptisms 

On Sunday February 12,  

we celebrated three more 

baptisms at SJVOF. We 
welcome Alejandro, Nathan 

and Kaitlin Alvarez into 

God’s family! 

 

First Communion 

We are set to celebrate First 

Communion for 5 kids at 
SJVOF on Easter Sunday 

April 16! The kids have 

enjoyed Pastor Trini’s class 

on Saturdays for the last 
few weeks. They have 

worked very hard and have 

dedicated themselves to 
learning about God’s pre-

cious Sacraments. In the 

coming weeks we will also 
start Acolyte training, the 

young are eager and willing 

to serve here at SJVOF!  

We are very proud of them 
and we continue to pray for 

God’s continued blessing 

upon these precious chil-

dren and their families.  

By Pastor Trinidad Castañeda 

SJVOF New Members 

On Sunday, February 26, St. John’s 

Valley of Faith welcomed its first 

members!  Alejandro Álvarez, Jorge 
Aguilera, Eusebio & Gloria Baltazar, 

Sara Daniel, Julio & Erika Narváez, 

and Katia Salcido. This is the first 

group of members for the Hispanic 
Ministry here at SJVOF, we anticipate 

a second group coming into member-

ship later this year. We are extremely 
excited and anxious to see what God 

has in store for SJVOF as he uses His 

people as a blessing to the community 

in Arvin and many others.  

Kingdom Impact at 
SJVOF in Arvin 

Get ready for awesomeness! VBS! Evenings June 5-9 
Volunteers Needed.  Will You?  

We are a few weeks away from celebrating our 3rd VBS at SJVOF, dates are June 5-9. 

The past two years have been awesome and we 
expect even more awesomeness this year! St. 

John’s Kidz Ministry is organizing the event and 

there are many opportunities for you.  

We need people to help with dinner, crafts, 
games, and classroom leads/helpers.  
If you are interested, contact Lorraine,  

665-7815 or ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

Please keep us in your prayers as we outreach to 

Arvin kids and their families with His Gospel.  

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
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St. John’s MOPS  
(Mothers of PreSchoolers)  

Our next meetings are Thursday, 

April 20 & May 11, 9:00-11:00 
a.m.  Childcare is provided, freeing 

you up to spend time with other 

moms. Enjoy a delicious brunch, 

activities, crafts and, best of all, 
new friends. For questions or to 

register, contact Lorraine Davis, 

665-7815 or ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

This year 
we will run 

wildly  
toward  

wonder, 
hope and 
kindness  

because We Are the Starry Eyed  
and we choose to see the light. 

LWML Mission Grants 
Did you know that the 5th Sunday of the 

month is Mite Box Sunday?  It’s the 

time that Mite Box donations are collect-

ed.  April 30 is a Mite Box Sunday.  

Mite Boxes are available for everyone at 

the Women’s Ministry kiosk; filled box-

es may be returned there or in the church 

office.  

Based on the Biblical account of the 
widow's mite (Luke 21:1–4), the Mite 

Box is intended for regular contributions 

of "mites" — offerings above and be-

yond the support given to congregations 

and the LCMS.  Mite Box contributions 

amount to millions of dollars that fund 

district and national mission grants and 

implement the LWML program.   

Your Mite Box contributions have  
now helped fund Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League California Nevada 

Hawaii District (LWML CNH) Grant 

#6: Community Café Rural Outreach: 

Nourishing Body and Soul, $6,200, for 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church LWML, 

Caruthers, CA. This grant will provide 

funds for dinners, grocery bags and New 

Testament Bibles.   

Grant #1 this year benefitted St. John’s 

Valley of Faith in Arvin.  Mites are now 

being collected for Grant #7: Creatively 

Sharing God’s Word with People Who 

Have Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities, $9,000, for Bethesda Auxil-

iary, Cupertino, CA. 

Women’s Ministry  
Team 2017  
presents 

Women’s Conference 

Enjoy Fellowship, Friendship,  

Worship and a Delicious Lunch! 

Special Guest Speaker  

Jackie Oesch 

Saturday, April 29    9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Doubletree Bakersfield 

3100 Camino Del Rio Court  99 & Rosedale Highway 

Seeking donations for Opportunity Baskets! 
Proceeds benefit Women’s Ministry 

Make a basket yourself or TEAM up with your Bible Study or other group  
to make a Grand Basket donated from your group! 

Suggested Basket Themes 
Tea Time     Wine Time     Coffee Lover     

Chocolate Lover     Crochet Basket      
Crafter Basket     Cooking Basket      

Bath & Beauty Basket     Accessories Basket     
Movie Basket     Yoga Basket      

Shopping Basket     Gardening Basket      
Keurig Basket     Beach Time      

Reading Basket 
 

Contact Leslie Devitt, lrdevitt@gmail.com, 
to sign up for a basket! 

Purse & Personal Hygiene/Beauty Items Collection  

for Bakersfield Women’s Shelter  

We will be collecting gently-used or new purses to  

donate to the Bakersfield Women's Shelter as well 

as personal hygiene or beauty items to fill the 

purses.  Bring an empty purse, items to go in a 

purse, or a filled purse! 

Each purse donated will entitle the giver to a ticket for an exciting prize! 

Early Bird Price $35 until April 16 
Price $45 thru April 25  NO TICKETS AT THE DOOR! 

Register at the Women’s Ministry Kiosk or  

online: sjlchurch.org/registration  

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
mailto:lrdevitt@gmail.com
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February 7-14, our team of Patrice Appold, Amanda  
Mojibi, Georgia Perman and Spencer Peregoy visited the  

Makumira Kilala Primary School in Usa River, Tanzania.  

They were blessed to see the huge impact St. John’s con-

tinues to make in 
this school of 250 

students by 

providing sponsor-
ships and quality 

classroom build-

ings.  The story of 
their trip was 

shared at a special 

presentation for 

sponsors on March 
1.  This presenta-

tion is available on 

the church and school website: http://www.sjlchurch.org/

tanzania-child-sponsorship.  

The team documented the current 

state of the school, took pictures 
of the sponsored children, provid-

ed technology to the school, met 

and encouraged the staff and pro-

vided educational resources to the 
staff and students.  St. John’s now 

has a good understanding of the 

important role we play to sustain 
this relationship and continue to 

build on our international partner-

ship. 

Our next steps will include supporting the construction of 

preschool classrooms and making arrangements to bring 

Pastor Joel Malaki to Bakersfield in the fall for a visit.  
God has opened a door of mission opportunity that will 

impact the lives of students and families in Usa River. 

Happy, grateful hearts and warm heads came to Hamilton, 
Montana, when St. John's beanies were delivered to  

Lutheran Social Services! 

Making beanies is an on-going 

project sponsored by St. John’s 
Mission Task Force.  Beanies 

have been sent internationally 

to Romania, Tanzania,  
Kyrgyzstan, and Scotland, and 

nationally to The Mission at 

Kern County; Phil’s Friends in 
Roseville, Illinois; and Vinton County, Ohio – an  

Appalachian community.  

So what is it about these beanies 

that makes this Ministry so awe-
some?  It is the people that partici-

pate!  Our friendly knitters and 

crochet’ers keep the yarn moving, 
praying blessings upon those who 

wear these beanies.  It is the peo-

ple who wear the beanies.  And, 
most certainly, it is the direction 

that God points us in, finding and 

filling needs.  If you would like to 

participate, pick up a beanie pat-
tern in the Worship Center Lobby 

and get started!  Bring your fin-

ished beanies to the Missions Ki-
osk any Sunday morning.  1, 2, 

3…400…bring them!  If you have 

questions, contact Georgia at  

665-7815. 

Many thanks to all our beanie 

makers, you are showing the love 

of Jesus to many worldwide!  

Beanies=Love 

Beanies = Love 

St. John’s beanies in Hamilton, Montana 

We love       our hats!!! 
                   

Tanzania Update: 
Changing Lives 

Spencer Peregoy, Georgia Perman, 
Amanda Mojibi, and Patrice Appold 

Laptops, wireless 
router and modems 
were donated 

http://www.sjlchurch.org/tanzania-child-sponsorship
http://www.sjlchurch.org/tanzania-child-sponsorship
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Scotland Mission 
Exploratory Team 

by Larry Schallock 

An exploratory mission team of eight 

people from St. John’s will be going to 
Scotland in early August to work along 

side of the Perry family missionaries and 

their evangelism efforts. The mission 

team is called exploratory due to the 

direct focus on evangelism which is new 

to those going on St. John’s short-term 

mission trips. 

John and Missy Perry are missionaries to 

Scotland who are supported by many St. 

John’s members. Five years ago they felt 
called to full-time mission service 

abroad, and acting on faith, they left 

their careers and began training in evan-

gelism to become missionaries. God 

called the Perry family to serve in  

Scotland.  They are now living in the 

community of Stirling, where they are 

engaged full time in sharing the gospel 

of salvation to both young and old. 

The people of St. John’s became more 

aware of their mission work last summer 

when the Perrys were in Bakersfield on 

furlough after three years of service 

overseas. They reported to St. John’s on 

their work and the challenges and suc-

cesses in sharing the gospel in Scotland. 

Scotland is a post-modern country where 

God and matters of faith are often  

ignored or rejected in favor of secular 

pursuits. 

St. John’s Mission Task Force wants to 

determine if future short-term mission 

trips to Scotland will be helpful, effec-

tive and beneficial to the Perry family’s 

efforts. The exploratory team will en-

gage in many direct and indirect evange-

listic opportunities with planned events 

including such things as passing out 

Bibles to Stirling Castle visitors. Team 

members will be expected to speak 

about their faith publicly to community 

groups and also person to person to peo-

ple in the community of Stirling. 

Upon their return, this exploratory team 

will report back to St. John’s leadership 

and to the Mission Task Force about 

their efforts. They will advise those in 

leadership about the various types of 

evangelistic efforts and how these assist-

ed the Perry family’s mission work. The 

prayer is that in the future St. John’s 
could send short-term mission teams on 

a regular, bi-annual basis. 

People ask us, “Why Scotland?”   

Scotland has lots of small churches, but 

many people, particularly those under 60 

years of age, do not attend.  Worse yet, 

most citizens are unfamiliar with the true 

Gospel message of Jesus and don’t place 

importance on it. Yes, there are some 

older dedicated people active in their 
church community working for the king-

Scotland Mission Team: Larry & Pam Schallock, Mike &Sara Kinsey,  
Tony & Joan Shackleford, and Linda and Rick Cole.  

“...and you 
will be My 
witnesses…” 

dom, but their numbers are dwindling. 

We have noted that Scotland is perhaps 

25 years ahead of us (the United States) 

in the move to post modern secularism. 

This is a negative trend for Christianity. 
We need to learn how to reach those 

that have been caught up in this secular 

culture so we know how to face it in the 

United States.  The Mission Task Force 

asks for your prayers for the efforts of 

this first mission to Scotland. 

About the Mission Task Force 

The Mission Task Force is composed of 

volunteer lay members of St. John’s 

with a heart for missions. This does not 

only mean service on behalf of others. 

Nor does it mean getting more people to 

join our congregation of St. John’s.  It is 

looking outside of our own selves and 

our own location.  The core of missions 

is evangelism – sharing the Gospel – the 

Good News. The Mission Task Force 
through the Holy Spirit has set the stage 

for St. John’s as the congregation has 

noticeably grown in their awareness of 

and participation in missions. As more 

people experience short-term mission 

trips (either by going on one or getting 

direct reports from those on a mission 

trip), St. John’s has moved in this direc-

tion one by one.  Prayer partners are a 

big part of experiencing a mission trip.  

We encourage everyone to become a 
prayer partner to one or more people 

going on a mission trip. 

Perry Family  
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One of the goals of St. John’s Kidz 
Ministry is communicating God’s 

Truth in engaging ways. This is 

the retelling of the prodigal son 

#CrayCraykid.  
 

Sunday School is every Sunday 

morning at both the 8:00 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. services. We focus on a 

specific theme each month.  

 

April’s theme:  
Humility—putting others first by 

giving up what you think you  

deserve. 
 

May’s theme: 
Determination—deciding it’s 
worth it to finish what you started.  

Join us! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

8:30 

10:00 

Kidz Ministry will provide Sunday School on Easter Sunday for the  

8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services. Following child pick up, there  

will be an Easter Egg Hunt for your family on the playground.   
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VBS @ St. John’s Lutheran 
Bakersfield July 17-21 

VBS @ Valley of Faith 
Arvin June 5-9 

 
The amazing congregation at Valley of Faith 

has invited St. John’s Kidz Ministry team 

back to put on an evening VBS Monday-

Thursday, June 5-8, with closing activities 

Friday, June 9. The whole week is filled with 
God’s Word, music, games, food and fun. 

We would like to open the invitation to you. 

Come with us to Arvin; we have many  

opportunities for you. We need people to 

help with dinner, craft, games, and classroom 

leads/helpers. If you are interested, contact 

Lorraine, 665-7815 or ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

 

VBS! VBS! VBS! We know your kids can’t 

wait and we can’t either!! We love getting to 

know your kids and sharing the love of 

Christ with them. We are offering VBS to 

children 5-years-old going into kindergarten 
through children going into 6th grade.  We 

will have a Pre-K and TK class available 

only for children whose parents help the 

entire week of VBS. 

 

VOLUNTEERS, you are another reason we 

love VBS. We are blown away every year 

by your dedication and care for the kids that 

attend. We can’t wait to serve our communi-

ty with you!  
 

REGISTER ONLINE  

STARTING MAY 1  

http://www.sjlchurch.org/vbs 

Kidz 56 Water Fun Day is 
moved to April 29  

2:00-5:00 p.m.  

 

5th and 6th graders need 
to bring a towel and 

wear a swimsuit or 

something they can 
get wet in.  

 

Friends are welcome. 

Last regular club meeting. 
We will have pizza, games 

and fun.  Invite as many 

friends as you want; all are 

welcome.  Drop off at 6:00 
p.m.; pick up at 8:00 p.m. 

We are going to wring out the 

6th graders on to SSM 

and absorb the  

4th graders (soon- 

to-be-5th-graders) 
on May 13 at KC  

3:00-5:00 p.m.  

 

6th grade parents will meet 

with Student Ministry Leaders 

following drop off.  Parents, 

this is a great opportunity to 

check out SSM where your kids 

will spend the next 6 years. 

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/vbs
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All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to hang out, 

play games, and buy snacks during Garage hours. 
 Sun., Apr 2 Remix Bible Class 10:00 a.m. 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Apr 3 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Apr 5 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

  Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
 Thu., Apr 6 Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Apr 9 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. (Game Night!) 

 Mon., Apr 10 NO Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Apr 12 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. (Game Night!) 

  NO Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

 Thu., Apr 13 NO Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Sun., Apr 16 Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 6:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

  NO Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Mon., Apr 17 NO Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Apr 19 NO Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
  NO Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

 Thu., Apr 20 NO Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Sun., Apr 23 NO Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Apr 24 NO Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Apr 26 NO Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

  NO Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
 Thu., Apr 27 NO Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Apr 30 NO Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Mon., May 1 NO Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., May 3 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
  Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

 Thu., May 4 Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Sun., May 7 Remix Bible Class 10:00 a.m. 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Mon., May 8 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., May 10 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

  Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
 Thu., May 11 Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 Fri., May 12 6th Grade Only Garage Preview Day 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Sun., May 14 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., May 15 NO Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., May 17 NO Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

  NO Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
 Thu., May 18 NO Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 Sun., May 21 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. (Game Night!) 

 Mon., May 22 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., May 24  NO Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
  NO Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

 Thu., May 25 NO Sr. High Girls Small Group 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Sun., May 28 NO Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., May 29 NO Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., May 31  No Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m 

  No Sr. High Guys Small Group 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

Events take place @ The Garage (4500 Buena Vista Rd) 

* Off campus. Contact Dereem for address. 

 

Stay in the loop with SSM!  
 

Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates. 

Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates. 

HIGH SCHOOL S MALL GROUPS 

Guys: Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 p.m.  

Girls: Thursdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.  

 
Summer: “Step up” to the 

next grade level, starting 

June 11! Sixth graders, we 

welcome you into our SSM 

family at this time! Seniors, 

you’re still welcome to     

participate in SSM events 

throughout the summer! 

 High School: Sunday, June 11th  
Jr. High: Wednesday, June 14th 

 

Pool Party & Free BBQ!  
(Details to follow) 

 

Summer Youth Group Hours:  
High School: Sundays 6-8 p.m. 

Jr. High: Wednesdays 6-7:30 p.m. 

@ The Garage (Free snow cones!) 
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of students St. John’s has sent to this 

competition.   Thank you to Mrs. 

Dockweiler for her superb direction! 

4th Annual BCHS Knowledge Bowl –   

On March 4 our two Knowledge Bowl 

teams competed with other area schools 

in the 4th Annual Knowledge Bowl at 

Bakersfield Christian High School. Our 

5th/6th grade team, consisting of 

Vaibhav Aggarwal, Luke Dreyer, Sophie 
Khuu, Harjaisal Brar, Lauren Trinh 

(Alternate: Anahat Birdi) and coached by 

Mrs. Cawthon and Ms. Howard, finished 

in second place. Our 7th/8th grade Cham-

pion team was coached by Mr. Weiss and 

was comprised of Ishaan Brar, Zach 

Buckey, Jonathan Ipe, Alex Puga, Kabir 

Rahal (Alternate: Avya Shukla). Congrat-

ulations to our teams!  

The SJLS MathCounts team of Ishaan 

Brar, Jonathan Ipe, Alor Sahoo and Avya 

Shuk competed for the state champion-
ship this Sunday at the University of Cal-

ifornia, Irvine. We are proud of the ac-

complishment in 

competing at this 

high level.  

At the end of 

January, Kern 
County Schools 

hosted the 46th 

annual Kern 

County Oral 

Language Festi-

val at Stonecreek 
(Continued on page 11) 

Congratulations are in order! 

Students shine at KC Science Fair,  
Band Festival, BCHS Knowledge Bowl,  
MathCounts, & Oral Language Festival 

Congratulations 

to our students 

who placed in 

the Kern County 

Science Fair at 
Rabobank Are-

na: Connor  

Ashton—2nd 

place Physics;  

Harjaisal Brar—

1st place Plant 

Biology; Alexis 

Brown—3rd 

place Biochemis-

try/Molecular 

Biology, Elise 

Hoffman—1st 
place Consumer 

Chemistry; Luke Salvo—

3rd place, Plant Biology; 

Peter Sullivan—2nd place 

Engineering and Applied 

Math; Lauren Trinh—

Honorable Mention Chem-

istry, and Elyse Wong—

1st place Alternative Ener-

gy. We now wait to hear 

who gets to go on to the 
State Sci-

ence Fair. 

Congratu-

lations to 

our band 

students 

who partic-

ipated in 

the Cali-

fornia Mu-

sic Educa-

tors Asso-
ciation 

Band Rat-

ings Festi-

val on 

March 16. They received two Excellents 

and one Superior. Great job!  

On April 22, eight fourth through eighth 

grade students will compete at the 

CMEA Solo and Ensemble Ratings Fes-

tival at CSUB.  This is the largest group 

Top photo L to R:  Kabir Rahal,  
Alex Puga, Ishaan Brar, Jonathan Ipe, 
Zach Buckey 

Middle left :   
Sam Wisnoff, Katelyn Yacoub 

Middle right:  Zach Buckey, Ishaan Brar, 
Jonathan Ipe, Kabir Rahal, Alex Puga 

Bottom left:  Ishaan Brar, Jonathan Ipe, 
Alor Sahoo, Avya Shukla 

Bottom right:   
Tori Anderson, Maggie Gless 
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Junior High School.  More than 250 

students participated.  These students 

had previously competed at their respec-

tive schools, districts and regions and 
were awarded the highest honor to com-

pete at this county festival. 

Presentations were of a published liter-

ary work of three to five minutes dura-

tion by students in grades 4-6 and 7-8 

competing separately.  Competition cat-

egories were: Verse Choir, Humorous 

Interpretation Solo, Humorous Interpre-

tation Duo, Serious Interpretation Solo 

and Serious Interpretation Duo.  First- 

through third-place trophies were award-

ed. 

St. John’s students who received these 

awards are: 

4-6 Humorous Interpretation Solo:  

1st — Danny Puga 

4-6 Serious Interpretation Solo:   

2nd — Ashlyn Hoang 

4-6 Verse Choir:   

1st — Kennedy Cruz, Dylan Jackson, 

Ryan Oberg, Lillian Shanyfelt 

7-8 Serious Interpretation Solo:  

2nd — Alex Puga 

7-8 Serious Interpretation Duo:  

1st — Tori Anderson, Maggie Gless 

7-8 Humorous Interpretation Duo:  

2nd — Sam Wisnoff, Katelyn Yacoub 

 

Summer School  
Information for the SJLS Summer 

School program is available on our web-

site and Sycamore system.  Registration 
forms can be downloaded by clicking on 

the Summer School rotator image at 

sjlschool.org or visiting the documents 

section on the Sycamore School Home 

Page.  Registration is complete when 

forms are submitted and fees are paid. 

Cost is $75 per class with a one time $50 

non-refundable registration fee.  Class 

sizes are limited.  Extended care is avail-

able before and after the summer school 

classes are in session, but only for those 

students enrolled in the morning classes. 

(Continued from page 10) Healthy Living Bible 
Study for Summer 

FIRST PLACE 4 HEALTH 

Summer will be here before we 

know it!  Plan now to include this 
healthy living Bible study in your 

summer schedule.  There will be an 

Information Meeting for newcomers 
on Monday, May 22 in the Admin 

Building Large Conference Room, 

at 9:00 a.m. 

The summer 
session be-

gins Monday, 

June 5.  
Meetings are 

9:00-11:30 

a.m. in the 
Admin Build-

ing Large 

Conference 

Room.  We 
meet each 

Monday (except July 3) until August 

28.  Our Bible study book will be 

Growing in the Fruit of the Spirit. 

First Place 4 Health focuses on a life 

style that combines Bible study and 

scripture with a sensible eating, ex-
ercise, and stress reduction plan.  

Participants focus on giving Christ 

first place in every area of their 
lives.  The ultimate goal is to more 

fully experience the abundant life 

Christ has planned for each one of 
us.  Come join us for a fun, relaxing 

time of exploring how to grow in the 

fruit of the spirit. 

Contact Dotty Mellor, 829-1068, 
363-3341, or dorothymellor@att.net 

if you have questions. Continuing 

and returning members need to con-
tact Dotty before May 22 so that a 

Bible study book can be ordered for 

them. 

For more information about First 

Place 4 Health check out the web 

site: www.firstplace4health.com.  

Science Friday  
learning was fun 
On March 10, the first grade students par-

ticipated in “Science Friday.”  Many math 

and science activities were available for 
them during a 90-minute rotation.  They 

worked on completing electric circuits, 

mixing substances to create lava and com-

bining baking soda and vinegar.  They 

also were able to use a number of different 

kinds of materials to decide how to make 

different objects like a bridge, a box, a 

bicycle, a maze, a plane, etc. 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/churchplantmedia-cms/st_johns_lutheran_school_bakersfield_ca/2017-summer-school-registration-packet.pdf
mailto:dorothymellor@att.net
http://www.firstplace4health.com
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HOW TO REACH US 
4500 Buena Vista Road 

Bakersfield, CA  93311-9702 
 Phone: 661-665-7815 
 Email: office@sjlchurch.org 

 Web page: www.sjlchurch.org  

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Articles may be submitted by mail, email 

(vmarlow@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to 
the church office.  Celebrate! is published 

six times per year.  Contact the office for 

deadline information.  Submitted material 
may be edited for space or content. 

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP 
Business card-sized sponsorships are 
$25 per issue and are subject to space  
availability and postal regulations.  

St. John’s is not promoting or endorsing 
the businesses shown herein. 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Dennis Hilken … Pastor 
 dhilken@sjlchurch.org 

Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor 
 evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org 

Trinidad Castañeda … Pastor 
 tcastaneda@sjvof.org 

Spencer Peregoy … Director of  
Operations, School Superintendent 
 speregoy@sjlchurch.org 

Patrice Appold …  
Interim Director, Children’s Center  
 pappold@sjlchurch.org 

Karissa Lystrup …  
Director, Worship and Music Arts 
 klystrup@sjlchurch.org 

Chris Cawthon …  
Director, Worship and Technical Arts  
 ccawthon@sjlchurch.org 

Christy Burke …  
Connection Ministries 
 cburke@sjlchurch.org 

Lorraine Davis …  
Kidz Ministry Team Lead 
 ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Stacey Persons …  
Kidz Ministry Team 
 spersons@sjlchurch.org 

Cary Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team Lead 
 choff@sjlchurch.org 

Dereem McKinney …  
Student Ministry Team 
 dmckinney@sjlchurch.org 

George Bruick …  
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts 
 gbruick@sjlchurch.org 

Mike Kinsey …  
Director of Finance & HR  
 mkinsey@sjlchurch.org 

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …  
Facilities Manager 
 dclemans@sjlchurch.org 

Celebrate! is a  

bi-monthly publication of  
St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Senior Basket Project  
   happening now 
Baby Bottle Campaign  
   on the horizon 

HIS has 
been busy 

"behind the 

scenes.” 

We are 
grateful to 

LIFE-

Groups and 
the Student 

Ministry 

for donating 
time and funds to build more Blessing Bags! As the weather gets nicer, we see 

more hungry, homeless souls who are in need of food and prayers.  

We are currently accepting items for our Senior Basket project at Pinewood 

Glen on April 9. There are now 93 residents (last year there were 53!).  We 
will play bingo with the help of a Girl Scout troop, who are writing sweet notes 

to each of the residents.  Your donations of tissues, toilet paper, razors, shaving 

cream, shampoo, laundry soap, lotion, kitchen towels, kitchen dish cloths, and 
paper towels to this event would be greatly appreciated.  You can pick up a 

"Just One More" bag at the HIS kiosk to carry in the items if you desire.  

Our "Change for a Change" (Baby Bottle) project begins on  
Mother’s Day through Father’s Day. The donations go to the  

Bakersfield Pregnancy Center.  Our goal is $3,000. We have faith 

that you will meet and surpass this goal! 

Thank You for your continued support of this small, but busy  

ministry! 

HIS Team: Jenny, Andrea, Debbie, Kristin, Jan, Chuck, Kimberlee 

Worship Services 

Classic Grace Worship 
8:00 a.m.   Worship Center  

Family Worship 
10:00 a.m.   Worship Center 

Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Adult Bible Studies  

on available groups, please see the 
News & Notes on our website 

sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 

665-7815.  

LIFEGroups are another way to con-

nect to people for study and fellow-

ship opportunities.  For information 

on LIFEGroups, see sjlchurch.org/
lifegroups or call Christy Burke,  

Director of Connections Ministry, 

665-7815. 

We have studies for adults, and sepa-
rate studies for men and women eve-

ry day of the week except Friday.  

There are before work, morning, af-

ternoon and evening study options.  
For the most up-to-date information 

A LIFEGroup enjoyed making Blessing Bag after dinner. 

mailto:office@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/
mailto:vmarlow@sjlchurch.org?subject=Celebrate!
mailto:dhilken@sjlchurch.org
mailto:evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org
mailto:tcastaneda@sjvof.org
mailto:speregoy@sjlchurch.org
mailto:pappold@sjlchurch.org
mailto:klystrup@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ccawthon@sjlchurch.org
mailto:cburke@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
mailto:spersons@sjlchurch.org
mailto:choff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dmckinney@sjlchurch.org
mailto:gbruick@sjlchurch.org
mailto:pburzlaff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:mkinsey@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dclemans@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/nnn
http://www.sjlchurch.org/lifegroups
http://www.sjlchurch.org/lifegroups
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If you haven’t been baptized and 

would like to be, or would like to 

talk to a pastor about baptism, 

contact Debbie at 665-7815 or 

dholbrook@sjlchurch.org. 

With great joy we welcome 

Wesley Abbott 

Jake Carter 

Lily DeWitt 

Brayden Healey 

Claire Horack 

Reilly McWilliams 

Hayley, Addison &  

Bronson Tobin 

Alicyn Stoltz 

who in faith received God’s  

miraculous touch of grace 

through baptism. 

By Dena Mojo 

It is a blessing that all members of the Mo-

jo family can say that they have served on 

an overseas mission trip. Christopher and 

Jeff served on a senior high trip with SSM 
to Belize, Connor served in Ethiopia with 

CRU, Jeff and I assisted Dr. Jones with 

surgeries in Tanzania, then Cory and I ex-
perienced Romania with Children to Love. While all these mission trips were 

different in scope and practice, one preparation item was consistent and usual-

ly dreaded by all team members…The Support Letter. This standard practice 
is sometimes feared so much that it discourages mission participation. Please 

allow me a moment to clarify the purpose and requirement of the letters. 

First and foremost the letter is to solicit prayer for your team and their stated 

mission. Prayer is the backbone on any mission trip whether foreign or domes-
tic, whether it is physical labor or evangelizing to locals. We are called to be 

the hands and feet of Jesus, but we need to talk to him first, seeking guidance 

and wisdom for all decisions. Having others participate 
in prayer with the mission team members helps to as-

sure God’s direction and provide His divine protections. 

Secondly, asking others to pray and possibly send fi-
nancial support provides friends and family the oppor-

tunity to have a vital role in the mission. Support letters 

are an opportunity for people currently unable to go on 

a particular mission trip to participate by prayerfully supporting missionaries. 
And with better global communications, supporters can more easily feel like 

part of the action. While in Tanzania, I tried to send daily notes of my experi-

ences which I found out later touched many more lives than I even anticipated! 

The other aspect of the support letter is what to do if you receive one. Please 

do not feel obligated or pressured to give. The Mission Support Letter is a re-

quirement of every mission trip that is affiliated with SJLC, and I assure you 

that the person sending it did so with much humility. Asking for money to 
serve on a mission trip is a difficult task, especially for adults. If you receive a 

letter, please agree to pray for that person and their mission. If your prayers 

lead you to donate to their trip, then please do so with a cheerful heart know-
ing that it was God’s Will. If you are unable to donate, please know that the 

missionary is not disappointed, but grateful for your prayers.  

There is great need in the world and many mission organizations are doing 
amazing work. These support letters also serve as an awareness campaign for 

each mission. If your friend has been led to serve on a mission, they usually 

want to share the great work of the organization with their loved ones. Word 

of mouth is one of the best means of getting others to participate on mission 

trips. 

Serving on a mission team is a tremendous blessing and a rewarding experi-

ence, but supporting a mission trip from home can be equally as rewarding. 

Please consider doing both. And above all, pray, pray, pray! 

The Mission Support Letter 
Dilemma 

here: http://callday.csl.edu. If you do, 
you’ll know where I’ll be going this sum-

mer as soon as I do! And you’ll have the 
distinct advantage of being able to Google 

things like, “Where in all of God’s crea-
tion is Macomb, Michigan” more discreet-

ly than I will. As a side note, Macomb was 
where my Vicarage congregation was 

located, and I didn’t know where it was…
so I had to quietly Google it on my phone 

(during the service) as I was waiting for D

-Z to finish getting their placements.  

As I approach the end of my seminary 

education, I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you for supporting me these 

past years. This would have been much 
more difficult without your support, and 

your aid. I look forward to completing this 

journey and starting the next one! 

I pray that God would bless you and be 

with you in your ministry in Bakersfield. 

In Christ, 

Almost Pastor Mark Duerr 

Mark Duerr 
(Continued from page 14) 

...friends and 
family … 
have a vital 
role in the 
mission 

mailto:dholbrook@sjlchurch.org
http://callday.csl.edu
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Our Seminarians’ Reports...Mark’s Call Day is April 26!  Our best wishes!  

You may support our seminary students by making a  
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,  

or by a memo notation on your check or the front  
of your envelope for “seminary education.” 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

April 26 is Call Day! So from the day I 

wrote this, that is 1 month and 12 days 
away. I have interviewed at 10 different 

places, which are all over the country, in a 
variety of settings, doing a variety of dif-

ferent ministries. I have no idea where I’m 
going; I could go anywhere! Which is ex-

citing to think about. It is also a little terri-

fying to think about. I have so little control 
in the next few years of my life, yet I sup-

pose the call system is designed that way to remind the pastor of 
what every Christian should remember: To be a Christian means to 

trust God no matter how great, wonderful, and fulfilling things are, 
and to trust Him no matter how awkward, frustrating, or painful 

life may get.  

The words I resonate with are those Isaiah responds with when 

called: “And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here I am! Send me.’” 

Isaiah 6:8. So really it doesn’t matter where I go, because where I 

go will be where the Gospel needs to be preached, the sacraments 
need to be administered, and the people of God will be growing 

and thriving in this hostile and sinful world that we live in. It is 
with such a mindset that I can say, “Here am I, Lord! Send me!” It 

is with such a mindset that I can have peace in a time of uncertain-

ty. It is with such a mindset that I can place my trust in God. 

The Call Day service begins on April 26 at 7:00 p.m. Central Time, 
which is 5:00 p.m. in California.  You can watch it live-streamed 

(Continued on page 13) 

Hello St. John's! 

The last couple months have been busy 

for us. Life at Immanuel has been full 

of events and activities, and we have 

been enjoying all of them. In February, 

I kicked off a new ministry for young 

adults, and it has been going well! We 

have had the opportunity to meet other 

young couples at Immanuel and have 

gotten to know some of them better. In 

addition to that, we have been able to 

go to fun events put on by the church 

such as a trivia night to help fund the seventh and eighth grade 

trip to Washington D.C., as well as the school's dinner auction, 

which was an enormous affair, with all kinds of fun things being 

auctioned off, and with a fun theme of Willy Wonka and the 

Chocolate Factory. Add to that that it is now the season of Lent, 

and so work around the church has increased, and the last couple 

months have been really busy. But that doesn't mean we haven't 

taken some time for ourselves. Over Presidents’ Day weekend, 

we took a trip to Hot Springs, Arkansas, a national park built 

around natural hot springs and the historic city and bath houses 

that developed there. Our trip was an interesting mix of hiking in 

mountains through forests and visiting downtown tourist areas. It 

was wonderful for us to have a chance to get away from the busi-

ness for a weekend and take some time for us, as well as visit 

interesting sites such as a bath house supplied with the natural 

water, and a local botanical garden that had plenty of flowers in 

bloom, even if it was only February. 

The next couple months will be equally busy for us, especially as 

we are approaching Easter, and all sorts of events at both of our 

churches, including Our Savior's musical and Immanuel's movie 

night, not to mention Mark's Call Day at the end of April. 

We want to conclude by saying thank you. Thank you for all your 

support that you have given; it means a lot to us. 

In the name of Christ our Savior, 

Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr  
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Specializing in  
Corporate Relocation,  
New Construction and Resale  

Roberta Holzman, SRES, CRP 

DRE #01152909 

Coldwell Banker Preferred, Realtors 

relocation@cbbakersfield.com 
661.836.6210 direct 

661.747.4003 cell 

9100 Ming Ave #100 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 

mailto:relocation@cbbakersfield.com
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