
“Sitting in a hospital room just minutes after delivering a beautiful baby girl—I 
wept.  They could have been tears of pain or tears of 

exhaustion...but they weren’t.  They were tears of complete,
 inexpressible gratitude to God.  Tears of gratitude from having been blessed with 
a second beautiful, perfect creation straight from Heaven.  I don’t think I had ever 
felt more undeserving or been more aware of my human weaknesses, but in spite 

of it all, God entrusted me with this absolute miracle—His creation—my little 
girl…and I was thankful.”

(Journal entry 1/14/03 Erica Holloway)

For you formed my inward parts.  You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will 
praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Psalm 139:13-14

     A new baby … is there anything else that can evoke such joy, such fear, such 
disbelief, such faith, such awe … and that’s just in the 

anticipation stage!  As we wait and prepare for a new little one, we are, at times, 
overwhelmed with the awesome responsibility we’ve been given in caring for this 
baby.  This baby is totally dependent on us—for everything.  Physically, this baby 

will depend on us for shelter, 
nutrition, clothing and protection.  Emotionally, this baby will depend on us for 
love and nurture.  Spiritually … wait, did I say spiritually?  Yes, this baby will 

depend on you to introduce him to his heavenly 
Father … even in his earliest days.  As new parents, this task of 

discipling an infant may seem a little daunting in the midst of diaper changes, 
sleepless nights, endless feedings and days when you never make it out of your 

pajamas.  We, your Spring Hill family, want to help.  We’ve compiled some 
resources to help you as introduce your little one to Christ and His love that is 

beyond our imaginations.  
Congratulations on the newest addition to your family!  We can’t wait to share this 

precious journey with you!

Erica Holloway, SHBC Minister to Children & Families
eholloway@shbc.cc



Rattled:  Surviving Your Baby’s First Year Without Losing Your Cool, By Trish 
Berg

Welcome to the Adventure of Motherhood

Clutter? Chaos? Exhaustion got you down? You must be a mom. And you’re not alone. 
Perhaps you thought you had it all together…then your baby was born and your world 
was turned upside down. If new motherhood has you filled with doubt, guilt, and confu-
sion, Trish Berg wants to offer companionship, hope, and help–plus a lot of humor along 
the way.

With practical advice and scriptural reminders, Berg presents two pillars of motherhood: 
Keep it simple and keep it biblical. Relax as you learn that every mom shares your stress-
es, challenges, and “Aagghh!” moments. In the midst of sleep deprivation and Cheerio 
dust, you’ll learn to savor the simple joy and privilege of mothering.

Spiritual Parenting: An Awakening For Today’s Families, By Michelle Anthony

In Spiritual Parenting parents learn to create a home environment that God can use to 
work in their childrens lives. Its a biblical, innovative fresh approach to parenting and one 
thats long overdue. Its hard enough to train kids to behave, but good behavior isnt what 
Jesus calls for in the Bible. He wants hearts and souls that are shaped in vibrant faith and 
love toward God and others. How can parents cultivate this in their children? In this book 
Dr. Michelle Anthony shares practical examples and biblical insight on the spiritual role 
of parenting. Spiritual Parenting introduces the simple, but revolutionary concept that 
parents are, by the power of Gods Spirit, to obey and depend on God in order to create an 
environment God can use to beckon their children to Him.

Parents’ Guide To The Spiritual Growth of Children Helping Your Child Develop 
a Personal Faith, By John Trent & Kurt Bruner

What greater gift can you give your children than one that lasts for eternity? 
Passing on a heritage of faith to children is an incredible privilege God gives to parents. 
And now there’s a tool to help make it easy! Inside the Parents’ Guide to the Spiritual 
Growth of Children, you’ll find dozens of simple, practical ways to not only tell you chil-
dren what you believe, but to show them how to make faith in God part of everyday life. 
This comprehensive guide includes helpful reference sections, such as 
•  The Greatest Gift You Can Give: how to get started, building your confidence, 
    understanding your unique role in the spiritual development of your family 
•  Your Children’s Ages and Stages: developing your children’s Christian values 
    from birth to adolescence; leading your children to personal, loving 
    relationships with God; using fun, faith-filled activities for each stage of your 
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    children’s development 
•   Designing a Plan for Your Family: creating a customized spiritual growth plan 
     for your family based on shared interests and personality types, carving out 
     special teaching times the whole family will enjoy, bringing the Bible into 
     everyday life 
•   Practical Questions and Resources: answers to questions parents ask most, 
     additional resources, memory verses, and more 

Encouraging, empowering, and enlightening, Parents’ Guide to the Spiritual Growth of 
Children takes every Christian parent’s desire to pass their faith along to their children—
and helps put that desire into action.

Praying the Scriptures for Your Child, By Jodi Berndt

Jodie Berndt shows you how to make the Bible a book of prayers that can powerfully 
influence your children’s lives. You’ll discover how to pray specifically and expectantly 
for their faith, character, safety, relationships, and future. You’ll gain new, biblical 
perspectives on God’s purposes for your children. And through the encouragement of 
the Scriptures and true-life stories, you’ll find out what a huge difference your prayers 
really make in the lives of those you love most. Discover How to Pray God’s Will for 
Your Children’s Lives There’s no place like God’s Word to turn to when you want to 
pray confidently and effectively for your kids. ‘Prayers permeated with the Word of God 
bring about changes in our children and keep us in touch with God’s priorities. This is a 
wonderful resource that you will want to refer to over and over.’ Fern Nichols, founder 
and president of Moms in Touch International ‘If I could choose only one book to help 
me pray for my children, this is it!



PaReNt—child dedicatioN 
SPRiNg hill BaPtiSt

Parent—Child Dedication is a very personal, very 
meaningful time for  families at Spring Hill Baptist.  

If you are interested in scheduling a service of 
dedication, please read the attached letter of 

commitment.  After you and your spouse have 
reviewed the letter and prayed over its contents,
 please return the signed letter to the Education 

Office.  You will then be contacted to schedule a 
service of dedication.  We look forward to sharing

this special time with your family.

Please feel free to contact Erica Holloway, 
SHBC Minister of Children & Families, 

with any questions.

251-342-5320 / eholloway@shbc.cc



Dear Parents,

     You have expressed a desire to participate in a time of Parent/Child Dedication at Spring Hill Baptist 
Church, and we rejoice with you as you consider this time of commitment for your family.  As parents we 
are in awe that in spite of our weaknesses, God has chosen to entrust us with the raising of His child.  It’s our 
utmost desire as parents that our children would love God with all their hearts, all their souls, and all their 
strength, and we know they learn that best by watching our example; yet, we are very aware of our weak-
nesses and we know that we must seek God’s wisdom and direction.  
     
     Therefore, as we approach a Parent/Child Dedication service, we commit ourselves afresh to God and ex-
press our desire to be the mothers and fathers He has called us to be.  We commit to give back to God what 
He has so beautifully given to us, our children, and we commit to seeking God’s wisdom and guidance each 
day as we seek to be Godly parents.  We also seek the help of our church family and recognize that many 
seeds of faith will be planted by those who serve children within our church.

As you consider this time of dedication, please prayerfully consider the following … 

• Do you confess your faith and commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?
• Do you acknowledge that your child is a gift from God, and that you are responsible to God for his/her 

Christian nurture?
• Will you pray for your child’s salvation and teach your child the way of salvation through faith in Jesus 

Christ?
• Since your child will learn by both your word and example, will you set a Godly example in prayer, 

Bible reading, church attendance, giving, and serving others in your church home?
• Do you, at this time, present your child before God, saying that whatever God might want your child to 

do or be, you are willing to release him / her to His perfect plan?

     After prayerful consideration, if you have answered the questions above affirmatively, and would like to 
participate in a service of Parent / Child Dedication, please sign this letter and return to the Education Office.  
You will be contacted to set up a date for your time of dedication.  Your church family is so looking forward 
to sharing this time with you.

Mrs. Erica Holloway, Minister to Children & Families

Signature of Parent(s):
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________


