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Sermon Series - “Casting Shadows” Week 3 
Link to Sermon (Here) 

 
How to use the LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn 
what God is saying to you into action steps. Begin with the key questions, add 
any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by deciding on 
your next steps.  Have Fun! 
 
THE MAIN IDEA 
A shadow can be a welcomed sight, especially out in the hot sun. However, the 
allure of a casting shadow toward the mission of our lives is a danger for every 
human being who ever lived, but it's especially powerful right here in Boulder 
County where we live. Boulder County is a place where having a desire, wanting 
to enjoy the world, or maybe wanting to make money, to get in touch spiritually, 
to do all kinds of things is so powerful, but it so easily turns into an ego-driven - 
self-fulfillment shadow. 

 
We're starting a series to look at how to find and live out the mission God has for 
you and how to overcome your casting shadow. We’re wading into some really 
deep waters. We're going to walk through one of the most amazing stories in the 
Bible over the next four weeks. Our vehicle will be the book of Esther. It's this 
story of characters given a choice between a God-given mission and a casting 
shadow that distracts and deceives. We’ll see that people choose. Destinies get 
formed. And the world gets changed. 
 
OVERVIEW AND QUESTION 
What is the danger of “more”? 
What confidence do we have when we realize our purpose and we, “go for it?” 
 
SCRIPTURE(S) 
Esther 4, 5, 6, 7 ;  Isaiah 41:10 
  
 

http://www.rockcreekchurch.org/sermons/sermon/2016-11-06/casting-shadows-wk-3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4%2C+5%2C+6%2C+7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10&version=NIV
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Discussion Questions 
● As we have studied the book of Esther, how have you identified God’s calling for you? 
● What part of the sermon resonated the most with what’s going on in your life right now? 
● How can you tell the difference in your “casting shadow” and your God-given purpose in life? 
● Read Esther 4:16 & 5:4-8. 
● Why is it important for Esther and the Jews of Susa to fast and pray? 
● How does Esther use wisdom to accomplish God’s plan for her life? 
● What do we learn from Esther from these verses? 
● Read Esther 7:4-6. 
● How does Esther show courage? 
● What is the result? 
● Describe the mission God has for you? What is your purpose? 
● What is your next step in pursuing that purpose? How will you rely on God to accomplish it? 
● What are you learning as we journey through the book of Esther? 
● How courageous are you in general when you sense God prompting you to say or do 

something? 
● Read Esther 5:10-13 & 6:6-7. 
● How do Haman’s pride and ego lead to his fall? 
● In what ways do you see God’s hand in the lives of Xerxes, Esther, Haman, Mordecai and 

Vashti? 
● Read Isaiah 41:10. 
● Memorize and meditate on this verse. Use it for strength moving forward. 

       
Next Step(s) & Resources: 

1. How can your LIFE|group help, encourage, pray for or keep you accountable you this week? 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4%3A16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5%3A4-8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+7%3A4-6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5%3A10-13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+6%3A6-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10&version=NIV

