
LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
 

Sermon Series - “Casting Shadows” Week 2 
Link to Sermon (Here) 

 
How to use the LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn 
what God is saying to you into action steps. Begin with the key questions, add 
any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by deciding on 
your next steps.  Have Fun! 
 
THE MAIN IDEA 
A shadow can be a welcomed sight, especially out in the hot sun. However, the 
allure of a casting shadow toward the mission of our lives is a danger for every 
human being who ever lived, but it's especially powerful right here in Boulder 
County where we live. Boulder County is a place where having a desire, wanting 
to enjoy the world, or maybe wanting to make money, to get in touch spiritually, 
to do all kinds of things is so powerful, but it so easily turns into an ego-driven - 
self-fulfillment shadow. 

 
We're starting a series to look at how to find and live out the mission God has for 
you and how to overcome your casting shadow. We’re wading into some really 
deep waters. We're going to walk through one of the most amazing stories in the 
Bible over the next four weeks. Our vehicle will be the book of Esther. It's this 
story of characters given a choice between a God-given mission and a casting 
shadow that distracts and deceives. We’ll see that people choose. Destinies get 
formed. And the world gets changed. 
 
OVERVIEW AND QUESTION 
How does Esther almost slip into the casting shadow? Who is in her life that 
keeps her grounded? 
 
SCRIPTURE(S) 
Esther 2, 3, 4 
  
 

http://www.rockcreekchurch.org/sermons/sermon/2016-10-30/casting-shadows-wk2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+2%2C+3%2C+4&version=NIV
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Discussion Questions 
● How did you work on your casting shadow vs your mission and purpose in life? 
● What was memorable from the Sunday message? 
● Share a time when someone held you accountable for something? 
● Read  Esther 2:1-18 . 
● Putting yourself in the position of the women who are sent to represent the province, what is 

going through your mind? 
● What is King Xerxes looking for in a new queen? 
● Read  Esther 4:1-7 . 
● What is the situation for the Jewish people and what is Mordecai doing to help his people? 
● How does Queen Esther initially handle Mordecai’s request? How would you have responded? 
● What was her casting shadow creeping in? What can we learn from her? 
● How do you keep yourself accountable to your true calling, mission and purpose in light of your 

casting shadow? 
● Do you think you need someone like Mordecai in your life to keep you accountable? 
● Read  Esther 4:16 . 
● What changed in Queen Esther that causes her to risk her life in approaching the King without a 

Summons? 
● Esther risked everything in approaching the king, even her life! What risks do you take each day 

to live out your true purpose in life? 
● Who is in your life that keeps you grounded and pointed in the right direction for God’s 

purposes? 
       

Next Step(s) & Resources: 
1. How can your LIFE|group help, encourage, pray for or keep you accountable you this week? 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+2%3A1-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4%3A1-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4%3A16&version=NIV

