


Are you a love person or a truth person?  Most of us are a bit of both - depending on the 
topic.  The weather, the score, the science...  We’re truth people all the way.  But when it comes to 
thinking about God and spiritual things, it has to be love first right?  It’s not about rules, but a 
relationship with God.  Relationships are about love first and foremost.  Remember the Pharisees?  
They were truth people.  They knew the Scriptures, loved to split hairs about this or that.  They 
loved to debate the finer points, whilst missing the point.  They missed Jesus.  They didn’t know 
God at all.  And what matters is who you know not what you know.  And let’s face, sometimes the 
truth hurts.  Too many arguments…  Christians, churches aren’t joined together by doctrine or 
theology, but by God’s great love.  Jesus was a love guy, a life guy, forgiveness, humility, faith 
and all that. 

Some will say: truth is good and important – Jesus even said “I am the truth,” but doctrine and 
theology is of academic interest only.  Doctrine divides.  Sharp edges can cut, and doesn’t the Bible 
say “knowledge puffs up?”  “Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so…” That’s enough.  
Why can’t we all just get along?

The problem with everything mentioned is not that it is completely false, but that it’s more of a 
half-truth, a reduction of what’s really going on in Scripture.

Love matters.  Joy matters.  Forgiveness, hope and faith matter.  

But what is love?  Who is God?  Who am I?  What am I?  What does it all mean to me?  What’s the 
problem anyway?  What is the church?  What are we doing here?  These question need answers.  So 
let’s be very clear:  truth matters.   

Introduction



But why does truth matter?  Firstly, whether you realise it or not, or want to be or not, you are a 
theologian.  Let me prove it…

In Matthew 28 we hear the final words of Jesus, the great commission, the mission statement for 
the church worldwide.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”.

But who is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  Which one is God? What are they like?  Why should 
I do anything God says anyway?  Why would I want to?  

Whatever your answers were to those questions, no matter how deep or profound, certain or 
unsubstantiated, this is theology: the study of God.  Whenever we think about God, whether He 
exists, what God is like or not like, what He has done, what he has said - we are theologians.  
Back to Matthew 28.  More questions: what is a disciple?  How does someone become a disciple? 
Why would anyone want to?  What are the ‘teachings’ we’re supposed to observe?  The answers to 
each of these questions is called a doctrine - what the bible teaches us about a particular topic.  
The question isn’t ‘does theology matter,’ or ‘is thinking about doctrine a worthwhile exercise?’  
Like breathing, we do them constantly without realising.  So the real question is: are we doing a 
good job of it?

And think about it… How can people be introduced to a God they don’t know, or observe teachings 
they don’t understand – if we don’t know?  If this is why Jesus came, and if this is what Jesus 
left us, the church, to do, then we need to be truth people.  We have to know what we believe.

You are a Theologian



Truth matter because it matters to Jesus.  No other words came from Jesus’ lips more than these: 

“Truly, I say to you”.
In fact He told Pontius Pilate:

“For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

In John 6, Jesus preached a sermon that shocked everyone.

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.”

When the crowds heard it they said “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”  John records 
that “after this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.  So Jesus said 
to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?”

Jesus



Jesus doesn’t leave us the option of following, loving and being passionate about Him whilst 
paying scant regard for what He taught.  Who Jesus was, and what he said are inextricably linked.  
There was no changing the message to suit the crowds, no shrinking back.  And often the same 
people who flocked to him for a miracle or reassuring word, fled from him at his teaching.  To
reject his message was to reject Him personally.

“If you abide in my word,
you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth,

and the truth will set you free.”
(John 8:31-32.)

“I am the way, the truth and the life…”
(John 14:6)

At times the truth of Scripture will grate against us, convict us, challenge our assumptions, 
stretch our minds or contradict the cultural norms.  But it is truth, and it is good.  The truth 
will set us free.  So let us respond with Peter:

“You have the words of eternal life, where else shall we go?”



A.W. Tozer famously wrote:

“What comes into our minds when we think about God
is the most important thing about us.”

No one likes to be misrepresented.  Not least God.  The first 2 of the 10 commandments that God 
gave to Moses make that clear.  There is no other God, and there is to be no false image or likeness 
of Him.  Later, Jesus summarised and clarified the first and greatest commandment like this:  “You 
shall love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.” How can we love whom we do not 
know?  How can we love with our mind without engaging in serious thought?

We read of one confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees in John 8.  The Pharisees read the 
same scriptures as Jesus, the same Old Testament as ours.  They thought they knew God, worshipped 
the one true God.  But it was a false image.  Jesus told them, you claim to know the true and 
living God, saying “He is our God.  But you have not known him” (John 8:54-55).  The consequences 
for them were dire.  This should give us pause for thought - and challenges our own assumptions.

True Worship



We may know that the God of the Bible is true, but not know the true God.  And, as a result, not 
be worshipping the living God.  That is entirely possible.  But it need not be the case.  Hebrews 1 
tells us that while “God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, in these last days he has spoken to 
us by his Son.”  Jesus said “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father.”  God invites us to meet, 
to know and commune with God Almighty.

But we can make the same mistake with the gospel of salvation, and Jesus’ commands.  Paul warned 
the Galatian churches not to turn to a different gospel.

“There are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”
(Galatians 1:7)

They’d been tempted to tweak it just a little.  But that was enough to stir Paul to write because a 
false gospel does not save.  First John tells us “Whoever says ‘I know him’ but does not keep His 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  

Jesus declared that “the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth.”  And because we long to be among the number who worship the true 
and living God in spirit and in truth, and to please Him and give Him glory, we devote ourselves 
to His Word.



But there’s more.  Scripture not only points us to Christ for our salvation, but it is the means of 
transformation.  Jesus taught that God looks at the heart because the heart is the wellspring from 
which our thoughts, words and actions flow from.  In other words, what we believe shapes who we 
are and how we live.  To change the person, the heart must be changed.  But here’s the key, the way 
that happens is through His Word.  As we take in, soak in and trust in the truth of Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit works in our heart and brings transformation.

In his letter to the Romans Paul begins the call to holiness like this:

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”

God's word, the truth, changes us.  

In Philippians 1, Paul writes:

“It is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, f illed with the fruit of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”

What we truly believe matters.  So we need to grow in the knowledge of God.  There is a certain 
type of knowledge, or attitude toward it, that “puffs up” (1 Corinthians 8), just like there can 
be misplaced love.  But we are encouraged and commanded to grow in the knowledge of God - to 
move from ‘milk to meat’ (1 Cor 3:2); to love God with our minds – not merely to satisfy academic 
curiosities, but because the truth will set us free.  

What Truth Achieves



But if we think hard about Scripture, wrestle with theology and doctrine, couldn’t it cause 
division?

In a long and heart-felt prayer before Jesus died, he prayed 4 times, that the disciples, and all 
who would later believe, would be one as He and the Father are one.  And it raises the question, 
should unity trump doctrine?  Shouldn’t we be more concerned with staying unified than with 
careful definitions?

But that is driving a wedge between truth and unity that Scripture never does.  The Philippian 
church is commended for their ‘partnership’ or ‘fellowship’ in the gospel.  We are to be unified, not 
for its own sake, but around the truth.  And in fact there are circumstances, where the true gospel 
is abandoned by some in such an extreme way where division is appropriate.  (But, “let your speech 
always be gracious,” and “speak the truth in love.”).  

What about unity?



In the 4th century people in the church divided over the belief that Jesus was truly God.  Some 
even died because they would not back down.  In the 16th century the church divided largely over 
whether we are saved by sheer grace through faith or not.  Again, some people died because they 
would not back down.  In such cases we give thanks that people stood for the truth.  But wars have 
been fought over which church government structure is correct - and we grieve.  It illustrates 
the fact that some doctrines are of primary importance, and some are secondary.  That is not to say 
that secondary matters are unimportant and to be disregarded, or that there’s no correct answer.  
But what makes primary issues, primary, is that it affects the core of Christianity - it affects 
people’s eternity. 

‘We Believe’ is an attempt to lay out the primary truths of Scripture.  We hope to say nothing new.  
We hope it is simply a faithful retelling of

“the faith that was once delivered to the saints.”
(Jude 3)

Primary v Secondary Issues



God is



God Speaks



God Creates



God’s Image



Our Enemy



Atonement



Resurrection



Response



Church



The Task



Eternity
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Redemption Church is a new and growing church plant in Ringwood, Melbourne. We launched on 
the 2nd of March 2014, and are celebrating one year of God’s grace!

The heart of Redemption Church can easily be summarised in three words:

Jesus. Community. Mission.
We are seeking to be a Jesus-centred Community on Mission together, and the mission is 
simple - we want to introduce people to Jesus.  To learn more about these 3 banners, you 
can listen to our 3 part sermon series called, ‘We Are Redemption’, on our Podcast channel 
‘Redemption Church Melbourne’.

Whether you are new to learning about Jesus or have known him for a long time we would love 
to connect with you, and pray this sermon series, ‘We Believe’, would be of a blessing to you.

The community of Redemption Church gathers once a week on Sunday mornings at 10:30am, 
upstairs at Coach & Horses Hotel right on the corner of Eastlink.

For more information, contact Pastor Sam at sam@rc.org.au, online at www.rc.org.au or find us 
on facebook under Redemption Church Melbourne.
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