


Redemption Church is a new and growing church plant in Ringwood Melbourne.

The heart of Redemption Church can easily be summarised in three words: Jesus. 
Community. Mission.

We are seeking to be a Jesus-centred Community on Mission together and the mission 
is simple - we want to introduce people to Jesus.  So whether you are new to learning 
about Jesus or have known him for a long time we would love to connect with you.

The family of Redemption Church gathers once a week on Sunday mornings 10:30am 
upstairs at Coach & Horses Pub right on the corner of Eastlink.

For more information, contact Pastor Sam at sam@rc.org.au, online at www.rc.org.au or 
find us on facebook under Redemption Church Melbourne.



INTRODUCTION TO DANIEL
“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion…” Ps 137

On the long trek east toward Babylon, a thousand questions raced through Daniel’s mind.  God’s people were defeated, 

God’s land was overrun, and God’s promises…  Had God left the building?  Had the Babylonian gods won?  

Nobody wants to witness the end.  Nobody wants to be born into a world where songs of lament are the best sellers.  

But that’s what young Daniel faced.  And on the long, dusty road east, uncertainty stretched before him...  Was this the 

beginning of the end?How did it come to this?  How would he survive?  What is he supposed to do?  

Babylon was about 500 miles east of Jerusalem.  500 miles might not seem far to us, but to a teenager who’d barely left 

the walls of Jerusalem it was a world away.  From the city of his family, to the city of the enemy.  From the city of the one 

true God… to the city called ‘the gate of the gods.’  

Sin city.  Different people. Different rules. Different god.  This was exile.

How do you remain faithful when your home is far from home?  

And then we realise that this is not just a question for Daniel but a question for all Christians.  Hebrews 11 called these 

ancient heroes of the faith “strangers and exiles on the earth” because they longed for the home that God had prepared 

for them.  So then the Apostle Peter calls us, “strangers and exiles” since we are also longing for the home Jesus is 

preparing for us.  Melbourne may be the most liveable city in the world – but it is not our home.

How do we live as both citizens of heaven, and strangers on earth?

The question is: How do we live as Exiles?



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The glory days of King David and Solomon were long past.  The nation had split between the North (Israel) and the South 

(Judah).  The North continually and unrepentantly degenerated into sin and idolatry and wassubsequently invaded by the 

Assyrians in 722BC.  Judah survived, but it was weak.  Some of its kings tried to lead the nation in repentance, but it was 

short-lived.  The ever-present threat of the Assyrians did not drive her toward God, but to self-reliance. 

The 7th century BC saw the rise of a new super-power, Babylon.  Beginning in 626BC, Babylon revolted against the 

Assyrians and destroyed it’s capital, Nineveh in 612BC.  Babylon’s army was led by the King’s son, Nebuchadnezzar.  

After breaking the shackles of Assyrian rule, he set about spreading the empire.  Judah was in the gun.  In 606BC 

Nebuchadnezzar came to attack.  But at that moment his father, the King, died and Nebuchadnezzar had to return home 

to secure his position as king of Babylon.  Judah was off the hook – but not for long.  The next year he returned with his 

army, subdued Judah, and carried away vessel’s from the temple and some hostages back to Babylon.  Among them 

was a teenager named Daniel .

When Daniel arrived it was a city on the rise, undergoing a massive architectural renaissance.  Legend has it 

Nebuchadnezzar built the hanging gardens of Babylon for his bride.  As for spirituality, the Babylonians weren’t fussy.  

Babylon was dotted with temples – gods of heaven, air, water, sun, moon, love and war.  



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Back in Judah, the crippled nation struggled to re-assert itself.  She tried to get back on its feet like a defeated boxer 

who couldn’t accept the inevitable.  They could have limited the damage.  God sent the prophet Jeremiah warning them 

not to rebel against Babylon, but to no avail.  Finally, Nebuchadnezzar’s army came, in 587BC, and besieged Jerusalem 

for 6 months. The people starved, and the army was defeated.  Nebuchadnezzar’s men levelled the entire city, her 

walls, her temple and her houses, raised to the ground.  Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, was captured, his sons were 

killed before him, and then his eyes were plucked out.  He and most of the people were carried off into exile.  

But Babylon’s rise didn’t last long.  As God forewarned many years before, Babylon fell to the Persians in Daniel’s latter 

years.He would witness Babylon’s rise and its demise in his lifetime.  In fact, God made sure he did.  This wasn’t the 

beginning of the end for God’s people, God hadn’t left the building, he was calmly sitting on the throne.



THEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS

But how could all this happen to the people of God? 

This was the same people that, centuries before, God committed Himself to.  God called their forefathers with the 

promise of being a great and blessed nation, secure in their own land.  God covenanted with Abraham, “I will make 

you a great nation…”    “You shall be my treasured possession among all people.”He promised David “Your throne 

shall be established forever.”  

So where was God?  If He was the one true God, and they alone received His revelation; theypossessed God’s temple, 

in God’s city, in His promised land; if they were God’s treasured possession, the children of the covenant – how could 

this happen?How could God allow a foreign king to defeat His people, destroy His city and defile His temple?  Was God 

defeated?  Was his time past, or were the foreign gods of Babylon superior?  What now of the covenant?  

In truth, God was doing exactly what He said He would do.  Through Moses, God warned his people, “if you faithfully 

obey the voice of the Lord... God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.”  But if not...



THEOLOGICAL PROBLEMS

“The Lord will bring a nation against you from far away, … a nation whose language you will not understand, a fierce-

looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young. … They will lay siege to all the cities throughout your 

land until the high fortified walls in which you trust fall down. … Then the Lord will scatter you among all nations…

Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot.”– Deuteronomy 28

But they’d missed the point.  Before the end, the prophet Jeremiah warned, “do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This 

is the temple of the Lord!’”  Temples won’t save you, but what will?

“if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with another, if you do not oppress the 

sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to 

your own harm, then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever.”– Jeremiah 7

Judah didn’t listen.  God was faithful to his promises.  And the people were sent into exile.



STRUCTURE 

Daniel is a book with 2 distinct genres, written in 2 different languages, including only selected episodes,across a 

period of around 70 years.  Yet still it is one united book with a common message.

Chapters 1-6 contain 6 stories which could best be described as ‘redemptive-historical narrative’.  They are narratives 

because they contain the basic elements of any story: 1) setting; 2) some plot development; 3) a rising conf lict; 4) a 

resulting crisis; 5) a turning point; 6) a resolution; 7) a new setting.  That being said, it is still more than juststories:  

First because it is historical – these events happened.  And second because they are part of redemptive history.  That 

is, God reveals something of himself and his purposes to save his people in the narratives.  It is history with a point, a 

theological point.  

Chapters 7-12 contain 4 visions, best described as ‘apocalyptic prophecy.’  By ‘apocalyptic’ we do not mean fictional.  

Rather it is a style of writing used to depict prophetic visions and dreams.  It is a way of describing the indescribable – 

of making heavenly and future realities somewhat conceivable to limited, human minds.  It is highly symbolic, and the 

author is able to mix his metaphors to convey multiple truths simultaneously.  

These 2 halves are linked by a change in language.  1:1-2:3 is in Hebrew; 2:4-7:28 is Aramaic (the common language 

in Babylon);thenit reverts back to Hebrew for the rest of the book.  No one is certain why this is, although it may be 

related to the intended audience of each section.  Whatever the reason, it serves to both link the 2 halves and highlight 

chapter 7 as the heart of the book.

The two halves are also linked by a literary device called a chiasm which covers the Aramaic section (ch 2-7).  By 

repetition and careful ordering, the main points are further emphasised.  



MAIN CHIASM IN DANIEL:

A Four empires and God’s coming kingdom (ch 2)

 B Trial by fire and God’s deliverance (ch 3)

  C A king warned, chastised and delivered (ch 4)

  C’ A king warned, defiant, and deposed (ch 5)

 B’ Trial in the lions’ den and God’s deliverance (ch 6)

A’ Four empires and God’s everlasting kingdom (ch 7)1

1 S Geidanus, Preaching Christ from Daniel, p21



THEMES 
The Sovereignty of God

“he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay 

his hand or say to him, ‘what have you done?’” – Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4).

The clear message to Daniel and the people of God who were in exile was this: God is sovereign.We see this in 3 ways:  

God reveals, God gives, God rescues.

First, Godreveals mysteries and future plans.  In chapter 2 the Babylonian wise men cannot reveal the mystery of the 

kings dream – only Daniel.  In the apocalyptic visions of chapters 10-12 the future is described in astonishing detail.  

And in the midst of the rise and fall of empires, God announces his kingdom will come.  He not only knows the future, 

but has written the future according to his purposes.

Second God gives power and inf luence to whomever he wills.  From the very beginning we are told it was the Lord 

who “gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand.”(1:2) He also takes away power (7:12), gives wisdom 

and success to Daniel (1:9), gives authority to kings (6:18), gives people over to evil for a time (8:12, 12:10), and 

assigns the end of the time of evil (8:14, 12:11-12).  

Third, God rescueshis people.  In the midst of hostile foreign powers Daniel and his friends are delivered by God: from 

compromise (ch. 1), from execution (ch. 2), from the fiery furnace (ch. 3), and from the lion’s den (ch. 6). 

Behind the rise and fall of kings and kingdoms, every person humbled or exalted, everything past, present or future, 

macro or micro, God is seeing his purposes done.  No doubt this raises many questions about the nature of God’s 

sovereignty, the human will, and the purpose of evil.  But Daniel doesn’t seek to address these questions.  Instead, to 

people in exile asking ‘where is God?’ ‘what is he doing?’  Daniel answers loud and clear: He sits on the throne.



THEMES 
God in History

“I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time 
of the end”  (Daniel 8)

The implication of a sovereign God is a God imminently involved in history.  The God of Daniel is not a distant God.  

He is not the reclusive watchmaker who wound the universe into motion and now sits back watching time unfold, 

wondering what men will make of it.  History is going somewhere.  God has set his plan of redemption in motion and 

hewill see it done.

The book of Daniel has several famous stories.  Everyone has heard of the lion’s den and the fiery furnace.  Few of 

us, however, are aware of chapters 8 and 11 – but they are astonishing chapters.  God shows Daniel the rise and fall 

of kingdoms, armies, princes and commanders, hundreds of years before it happened. But we must remember that 

Alexander the great, and Antiochus IV were not the ultimate point.  This is not God showing off his omniscience.  He is 

seeking to warn the people of God, when you’re in the midst of the mess of life, the mess will come to an end – God’s 

plan of redemption will prevail.



THEMES 
Role Models

“our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, 
O king.  But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 
have set up.”(Daniel 3)

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are men worth imitating.  Over and over they stand up for God in the face 

of intense opposition.  They counted following and worshipping the one true God as more valuable than life itself.  Such 

bravery f lowed from unshakeablefaith in God.  Neither a fiery furnace nor a den of lions could sway their allegiance 

from Yahweh.  Told to eat compromising food, they refused.  Told to bow and worship a statue, they stood tall.  Told not 

to pray, Daniel went home opened his windows and prayed.  

Daniel and his friends are given to us as models for how to live in exile.  How to live when the place you live is not 

your home.



THEMES 
Vindication & Reversal

“you Belshazzar have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, but you have lifted up yourself against the 
Lord of heaven... you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting ... That very night Belshazzar was killed.” 
(Daniel 5)

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls has shown that Daniel was one of the most prominent and most read books in 

the bible in the second century BC.  It is also one of the most referenced Old Testament books by the New Testament.  In 

both cases the people of God were in the minority, with threats and persecution never far away.  Why would Daniel be 

so encouraging?  Because a key message of Daniel is this: God will bring justice and vindicate his faithful people.

Not all is as it seems.  The current state of affairs is not forever.  Chapter 1 begins with Judah conquered and king 

Nebuchadnezzar appearing invincible.  But the chapter ends, “Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus.”  

Daniel, not Nebuchadnezzar, endures.  

Likewise, in chapter 3, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are asked by King Nebuchadnezzar: “Who is the god who 

will deliver you out of my hands?”And upon their rescue the same king is forced to conclude: “there is no other god 

who is able to rescue...”  
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