
LOOK
AT WHAT HE HAS DONE.

IT IS NOT AT ALL
TO BEAT OUR CHESTS AND SAY
‘LOOK WHAT WE HAVE DONE’

BUT IT IS, I PRAY,
TO JOYFULLY LIFT OUR EYES

IN REFLECTION ON
THE PAST YEAR AND SAY

‘LOOK AT WHAT HE HAS DONE’.

GOD HAS BEEN SO KIND TO US.

Find out more online at

Let me just say from the top what the goal of this small booklet is 
and what it is not. It is not at all to beat our chests and say ‘Look 
what we have done’, but it is ,I pray, to joyfully lift our eyes in 
reflection on the past year and say, ‘Look at what He has done’.   
God has been so kind to us. This booklet seeks to be a little 
snapshot of the evidences of God’s grace in the various areas of 
ministry within Redemption Church.

It would be remiss however if we gave thanks for all these practical 
blessings without thanking him first and foremost for the gift of Jesus 
and the salvation we have in him, who lived the perfect life we could 
never live, and died the death we deserved to die. He rose again and 
is now seated at the right hand of the Father and is the head of the 
church (Colossians 1v18). And we have had the privilege of seeing 
people enter into salvation this year!  

Ephesians 1:7, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.”

It has been fantastic, over the past few weeks, to preach through the 
words which we have been repeating over and over:

JESUS. COMMUNITY. MISSION.

And as we enter our second year, whilst many things have changed, 
the vision certainly hasn’t.  

I love being a part of Redemption Church, it is an incredible privilege 
to be a pastor and to preach and to lead, and I personally cannot wait 
to see what God has in store for us this year.  

For Jesus,
Sam



NOW TO HIM 
WHO IS ABLE TO DO
IMMEASURABLY MORE THAN
ALL WE ASK OR IMAGINE...

EPHESIANS 3:20

NOW TO HIM 
WHO IS ABLE TO DO
IMMEASURABLY MORE THAN
ALL WE ASK OR IMAGINE...

EPHESIANS 3:20

Leadership
AT REDEMPTION CHURCH

Back in December 2013, an interim leadership team was formed to 
help lead and serve Redemption Church in its beginning stage.

In addition to myself, there has been Andrew Mitchell, Adam Bell and 
Tim Wright. All of these men are strong in the Word of God, humble 
men, who live exemplary lives, and I am incredibly thankful for them. It 
has been a great pleasure to meet together regularly to discuss various 
areas within Redemption Church, decisions to be made, and to pray.

Whilst this structure has served us well thus far, our conviction is that 
the Bible gives good instructions on how a church should be 
structured. This structure includes Elders and Deacons and church 
membership. This is why the leadership team has always been referred 
to as ‘interim’ with the goal of moving toward the biblical model. 
There will be more information on what that process will look like 
throughout this year.

preaching
sam wright

“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom: preach the word.” 2 Timothy 4v1

We kicked off with a 26-week series through 
Ephesians. As we seek to lay strong 
foundations for Redemption Church, this book 
speaks powerfully into what the gospel is, who 
the gospel makes us, how the gospel changes 
us, and the importance of the Church.

STAND FIRM

Leading into Christmas we spent 3 weeks 
studying one verse which helpfully summarizes 
who Jesus is and why he came – “She will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” Matt 1v21

GOD. IS. SALVATION.

To kick off the year we sought to establish, 
above and beyond our own new years 
resolutions, what Jesus says ought to be our 
priorities. We looked at the priority of prayer, 
the Word, the kingdom of God, and 
obedience.

PRIORITIES IN THE PARABLES

Leading into our 1st birthday, we’ve spent 3 
weeks on the 3 words: Jesus. Community. 
Mission. Words which are often repeated can 
easily become just words. This series sought to 
put biblical meaning behind them and plant a 
flag saying – this is who we are.

WE ARE REDEMPTION

We then turned to the Old Testament, to the 
book of Daniel and saw the call of God on his 
people to live as ‘exiles’ in this world. Living in 
a home that is not ultimately our home.

EXILES



MUSIC
MEEYA WRIGHT

COMMS
ADAM BELL

The first year has been truly exciting for our team and I felt truly 
blessed to be part of it.  God blessed our church with some 
amazingly gifted creative people and so the team was formed.  

Our first project started by working with Sam to capture the vision of 
our church and communicate it through our Redemption Church 
Launch Film. The film communicated our vision to a wide audience and 
ultimately communicated our vision across Melbourne and beyond.  
From it, we saw people being inspired to be on mission with us, to 
partner with us, and to respond to the gospel message that was 
presented. It also helped us to establish the level of quality that we 
expected as a team and the bar was set high!

Our first major campaign was the 'Stand Firm' series in Ephesians.  
Once again, the content for the campaign was driven out of the 
central proposition of the sermon series and what Sam's objectives 
were. It was amazing the way God worked to bring about a cohesive 
and unified front through the various mediums. For us, this included 
digital, printed and social media. The campaign went really well in the 
lead up and throughout the entire series, with each mini-series 
featuring it's own unique media.

We used what we had learned to develop the next major campaign 
'Exiles - Journeying through Daniel'. What has been amazing is how 
the team can translate an incredibly theological message into visual 
aids and communication pieces for the campaigns. Every element, 
every colour, every scene selected because of it's significance and the 
role it will play in communicating the broader message of the series.

Through God's grace, we have also been able to secure one of our 
team, Aaron Harvey, to work on the ministry one day a week. By God's 
grace, these things will position us in taking creative communications 
to the next level in 2015!

MISSIONAL
communities
SAM WRIGHT

Missional Communities are absolutely fundamental to the life of 
Redemption Church. Essentially this is where Jesus, Community and 
Mission are lived out throughout the week.

Of course Jesus did not call us to be a crowd of spectators but rather a 
community of disciples. Missional Communities are not in competition 
with the Sunday gathering but partners with it. On Sunday, the Word 
of God is preached and there is, we pray, conviction by the Holy Spirit.  
This is essential, however what cannot be done on Sunday is a life lived 
in response to God’s Word of repentance and faith. For that we need 
people around us, invested in us, obligated to us, to help us along.

This is also how mission works. We are not just individuals heading out 
on our own to proclaim the gospel, but rather the church is a body of 
believers with various gifts and abilities to help one another make 
disciples of our friends and family who do not yet know the Lord.

We began the year with 3 Missional Communities and now have 5 led 
by Andrew and Cat Mitchell, Mark and Fiona Krelle, Juan and Anna 
Mendoza, Adam and Josie Bell and also myself and Meeya.

We are looking forward to commissioning more Missional 
Communities throughout 2015!

The music at Redemption Church aims to be both theologically rich 
and beautifully melodic. A combination, we pray, that will lead 
people to deep worship, and a stirring up of glorious affections for 
their Saviour. 

Music is an area in which you almost have no control over. You can be 
selective of the songs, the arrangements, the set list, etc. but it is all 
based on the availability of musicians who truly live for Jesus and 
understand what worship really is. It is in these areas of music that God 
has truly blessed our church!

At our first preview service, there were just 3 of us! 2 guitars and all 3 
singing, was a huge blessing, but I began to pray for a drummer. By 
the third monthly preview service, God provided! Monthly gatherings 
were sustainable for our small band, however as weekly gatherings 
approached, we would obviously need help. And again God provided! 

We had our launch service with a band of 6 musicians, and then began 
to play fortnightly with one band of 5 and one of 4.  

However, the fortnights rolled around fast. So we prayed God would 
provide us with a third band, and He again filled our need with 4 
musicians and singers to do a three week rotation. 

Each week we seek to give the songs a ‘Gospel-shape’, leading the 
worshipper in a journey of praise to a glorious God, recognising our 
sinfulness and need for a Saviour, celebrating God’s redemptive work, 
our response and His restoration. 

This truly is such an exciting ministry to be involved in and we look 
forward to all that God has in store in year number 2, and continually 
remind ourselves that this is His church.



PROVISIONS
ANDREW MITCHELL

SUNDAYS
SAM WRIGHT

Weekly Sunday gatherings began as we launched March 2nd 2014.  

Since then we have met every Sunday except for the Sunday just after 
Christmas. What an incredible blessing it has been to gather together 
each week to sing to Jesus, pray to Jesus, worship Jesus, preach 
Jesus and be reminded over and over of who he is and what he has 
done, as a church family.  

In the early months we were forced to meet in a few different 
locations, such as Hoyts and Karralyka, as we tried to make a 
permanent arrangement with Coach and Horses.  Since then we have 
been able to grow an increasingly strong relationship with the pub 
and permanently lock in our booking for each Sunday.

Every third Sunday it has been fantastic to head downstairs for lunch 
as well.  This has been a great way to bless Coach & Horses, eat 
together, get to know one another more, and welcome visitors.

Overall, it has been exciting to see the growth of the Sunday 
gatherings in its production, attendance and the number of 
volunteers helping to make it happen.

RC KIDS
ANNA MENDOZA

What an amazing year of growth for RC Kids!
From humble beginnings with around a dozen children, we now 
have over 30 regular attenders at RC Kids and many visitors and 
friends joining us from week to week.

Thankfully as the number of children has continued to climb on 
Sundays, God has answered our prayers and our number of 
volunteers has also. We spent the year journeying through ‘The Jesus 
Storybook Bible’ which “tells the one story underneath all the stories 
of the Bible and points to the birth of a child, the Rescuer, Jesus… 
and invites children to see that he is not only at the centre of God’s 
great story of redemption - he is at the centre of their story too.”

Through songs, stories, craft, games and discussion our children are 
growing in their understanding of who Jesus is and how important 
their role is in sharing the mission of spreading the good news. God 
has developed a loving community of children, ranging in ages from 
pre-school to grade 5 and it is truly beautiful to see them playing, 
learning, sharing and praying with one another as a community.

This year we will continue this child-friendly immersion in the    
gospel with ‘The Gospel Project.’

We are so thankful to God that He has provided for our needs in 
2014. And we are also thankful for those who supported the 
mission during the establishment year of Redemption Church.  

Some of the important things we were able to do included: allowing 
Sam to serve full time; purchase the necessary gear and hire the 
venue for Sunday gatherings; support the ‘Something Bigger’ 
outreach event. We also received funds from City on a Hill and other 
partners.  This contribution will continue, but gradually decrease, 
through 2015.  We are very grateful for their support.

Looking ahead, there is so much that needs to be done, and could be 
done. There are people to be trained, lost people to be reached, the 
Word to be preached as faithfully as possible, neighbors to love, and 
care for our church family. 

As James 4:14 warns us about being confident with our plans:
“you do not know what tomorrow will bring.” So we plan carefully 
and conservatively, mindful that we don’t know what opportunities or 

challenges will come our way. Our guiding principles are the primary 
commands of Jesus: 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Matt 28:19
Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. Matt 6:33

 
To that end, and for that purpose, below is the budget for 2015.

Major additions to the budget this year include: hiring an associate 
pastor to help build Redemption Church as a biblical healthy church; 
The Gospel Project curriculum for RC Kids; supporting Aaron Harvey 
in his role in creating film, media and design in order to compellingly 
communicate the gospel.

We are so thankful for the generosity of those that have given. We 
ask that everyone who calls RC home follows Paul’s command: “Each 
one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

If you have any questions regarding finances, do not hesitate to 
ask. The books are completely open at any time for anyone to see.

Community Giving 
Partner Support

2014 INCOME
$152,870

$88,870
$64,000

Acts 29 Contribution
Operational Expenses
Venue Hire
Staff Wages
RC Kids
Training & Ministry
Media
Music & Sound

2014 EXPENSES
$108,719

$3,464
$5,988
$9,590

$74,513
$750

$3,152
$288

$10,974

Community Giving 
Partner Support

2015 INCOME
$201,600

$160,000
$41,600

Acts 29 Contribution
Operational Expenses
Venue Hire
Staff Wages
RC Kids
Training & Ministry
Media
Music & Sound

2015 EXPENSES
$185,780

$16,000
$7,984

$12,996
$120,400

$3,710
$3,410

$14,980
$6,300


