
CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
You’ve taken a big step.  Nothing speaks louder about our faith than our finances.  We can fake it in a lot 
of areas but when it comes to parting with our money, that’s where the rubber meets the road.  God’s 
not interested in our money, He’s interested in our heart.  And since money so often steals our 
affection, God gave us the principle of the tithe. 
 
The Bible says, 
 

“The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your lives.” 
(Deuteronomy 14:23b, The Living Bible) 

 
The reason I challenged you to test the tithe for 90 days is because tithing is one of the only things God 
says that it is okay to test Him on.  Take a minute to read this passage in the Bible: 
 

6 “I am the LORD, and I do not change…Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says 
the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

“But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’  
8 “Should people cheat God?  Yet you have cheated me!  
“But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’  
“You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a curse, for 

your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there 
will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open 
the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough 
room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 

Malachi 3:6–10 (NLT)  
 
What was going on in this passage?  God’s people had neglected to obey Him in their tithes.  They had 
experienced some difficult economic times and decided to let the tithe slip.  They focused on just going 
to church (the Temple in this passage) and giving God the minimum.  But God is saying, “Put me first and 
I’ll take care of the rest.”  (See also Matthew 6:19-33) 
 
That’s why I feel confident to make this challenge.  If at the end of this 90 day period you genuinely feel 
that God did not show up in your life, that He did not bless you for your obedience, then we’ll refund your 
money 100%, no questions asked! (Note: we will only refund gifts you designate. See “How to Give” info) 
 
I have included an FAQ on tithing if you have questions. 
  



 

WHAT NOW? 
 

1. Check your heart.  God loves showing up in our lives when our hearts are eager for Him.  This 
challenge is a time for testing God’s promise for our provision when we are obedient, not a time 
of testing God.  Even Jesus wouldn’t do that (Matthew 4:7). 
 

2. Get started. Beginning with your next pay period, give 10% to God.  We included info with 
instructions on various ways to give, making sure your gift is marked properly, etc. 
 

3. Expect to be tested.  Accept it, you’ve ticked Satan off.  He knows that whenever believers start 
taking God seriously at His Word, that great things are going to start happening.  So he moves in 
fast for the kill (See Matthew 13).  Be determined to follow through on your commitment no 
matter what. 
 

4. Expect God to show up.  God is faithful and His promises are true.  God doesn’t promise to send 
us cash in the mail when we obey.  He does promise that He will bless us.  His blessings come in 
hundreds of forms. Ask God daily to show Himself to you during this 90 day period. 

 
I am very excited for you.  I have been a Christ follower for over three decades.  I have seen God show 
up hundreds of times in my life providing just what I needed when I needed it.  I have tested the truth of 
Malachi and now it’s not just what I’ve heard a preacher say—it’s what I have experienced personally. I 
want that for you! 
 
 
I’ll be praying for you during this 90 day period! 
 
 
Pastor Brian 
 
 
PS: As God blesses you through this step of faith please let us know about it at stories@orbc.net so we 
can celebrate with you! 
  

mailto:stories@orbc.net


 

I HAVE QUESTIONS… 
 
The subject of tithing is one that is filled with confusion.  Just google it and you’ll see TONS of conflicting 
views.  I’ve included a short FAQ to help you with the most common questions.  This is only a help.  For a 

full understanding of the biblical practices of giving you need to take ORBC’s CLASS 301 – Introduction 
to Stewardship. 
 

TITHING FAQ 
 

Why does God care about my money? 
 
Because money touches every other area of our life – hence it has the greatest potential to become 
a stronghold/idol.  That’s why 1 out of 10 verses in the New Testament deals with the subject of 
materialism.  The Bible has about 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 on faith, but over 2,000 on the 
subject of money!  How we handle our money says more about what we value than anything else.  
God wants us to value Him and His kingdom above all.  See Matthew 6:33. 
 
How much is the tithe? 
 
The word tithe simply means one tenth or 10%.  Therefore, for every dollar we receive, we give a 
dime. See Leviticus 27:30. 
 
Isn’t tithing part of the Old Testament law? 
 
No.  Tithing is first seen in the Bible with Abraham hundreds of years before the law.  It was already 
a regular part of the worship of God when the law was finally given through Moses.  It continued all 
the way into the New Testament and was encouraged and validated by Jesus himself.  See Matthew 
23:23. 
 
What is the purpose of tithing? 
 

 Frees us from materialism (Matthew 6:24) 

 Focuses us on our Provider (Deuteronomy 14:23) 

 Funds the ministry of the local church (Neh 13:10-12) 
 
 
Should I tithe on my gross or my net? 
 
Our wage system has made things pretty complicated.  Most people don’t even actually know what 
they make, they only know what makes it home!  Your gross is what you make before deductions.  
Your net is what you bring home.  Tithing should be a “first fruit” payment before Uncle Sam, 401k, 
Insurance, etc.  Example, you make $500 but your take home is $347.85.  You tithe should be….??? 
$50.  See Proverbs 3:9. 

  



HOW TO GIVE MY TITHES AND OFFERINGS AT ORBC 
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

  

There are several ways to give your tithes, offerings and gifts at Oak Ridge.   Here is a list of the 

various ways to give at ORBC in order of preference: 

  

1. Your bank’s bill pay system – many banks have an automatic bill pay system that you can 

setup to pay your bills directly from your bank account.   You can designate Oak Ridge as 

one of your vendors for the bank to pay on a regular basis.   The bank mails the check to the 

church office and it gets counted in that week’s offering. 

  

If you set this up please designate your campus, and the fund designation you want it to go 

to.  Make sure it is marked TITHE for this challenge. 

  

2. Through the WEB at orbc.net 

1) At www.orbc.net choose your campus. 

2) At your campus select the “Giving” menu tab. 

3) At the giving menu tab you have the option of selecting “Sign In” to give through 

myORBC or “Give Now” to give through PayPal/ Credit Card 

  

myORBC 

This menu selection takes you to the login screen for myORBC.   Once logged in you 

have the option to give a ONE TIME or REPEATING gift.  REPEATING is a great 

option to setup your tithe so that you never miss a Sunday.   (Note selecting Checking 

Account is the best payment option).   Please remember to select “Gen Fund Tithes & 

Offering” for your tithe. 

  

Also remember, you can view or print your own giving statements through myORBC 

by clicking “My Giving Statement” on the right hand under the heading ACTIONS. 

PayPal / Credit Card 

This menu selection directs you to the PayPal web site where you can use either a 

credit card or your PayPal account to give. 

  

3. Offering during the worship services: 

 ALWAYS use an offering envelope with your first and last name printed legibly on 

the envelope. Never throw cash into the basket without an envelope. 

 Indicate offering designation by writing the dollar amount next to the designation on the 

envelope (see picture) 

  

The envelope will have the following designations: 

1. Tithes & Offering 

2. Expand the Dream 

3. Missions/ 

4. Deacon’s Fund 

5. Other/      

 



Tithes & Offering – MARK ONLY TITHES & OFFERINGS for 

the 90 day challenge. This is the first place you give your offering to.   

Tithes and offerings support the operations of the church including staffing, 

ministry programs, and facilities.  Any other financial gift is secondary to the 

tithe.  In other words, you would never give to Deacon’s Fund and not tithe 

but a tither might give an additional gift to the Deacon’s Fund. 

 

 After filling out your envelope, place it in the offering basket as it goes by 

or drop it off at one of the many gray drop boxes in the lobby or worship 

venues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. US Postal Mail – simply drop your offering in the mail and send to the church office.   Note 

the address is the same for all campuses.    Offering is counted centrally at the Salisbury 

campus. 

  

Mail to: Oak Ridge Baptist Church 

 347 Tilghman Road 

 Salisbury, MD 21804 

 Attn: Finance Office 

  

5. Drop your tithes and offering off at the Salisbury church offices – church office is open 

Monday – Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is closed on Fridays. 

  

Always feel free if you have questions to call the church office and ask to speak to someone in 

the finance office. 

 

Mark Reynolds 

Business Pastor 

MReynolds@orbc.net 


