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A d v e n t – t h e  C o m i n g  o f  C h r i s tA d v e n t – t h e  C o m i n g  o f  C h r i s tA d v e n t – t h e  C o m i n g  o f  C h r i s tA d v e n t – t h e  C o m i n g  o f  C h r i s tA d v e n t – t h e  C o m i n g  o f  C h r i s t

L i ke  a  ch i ld  love  would  send to  reveal  and to  mend,
l i ke  a  ch i ld  and a  f r iend,  Jesus  comes.

L i ke  a  ch i ld  we may f ind  c la iming heart ,  soul ,  and mind,
l i ke  a  ch i ld  s t rong and k ind,  Jesus  comes.

                                                                            -  Dan ie l  Damon

T h e  w o r l d  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  t h e  s a m e  s i n c e  t h i s  B I G  e v e n t – G o d ' s  l o v e  a n d  g r a c e  p o u r e d  o u t  i n
J e s u s '  c o m i n g !  Come c lose  and  l i s ten  to  vo ices  that  both  whisper  and  shout  the  l i fe -
chang ing  news .  Be  insp i red  by  words  and  songs  and  reconnect  w i th  God  in  a  f resh ,  deep ly
meaningfu l  way  to  t ru ly  exper ience  and  share  Jesus '  coming .  Un i te  wi th  us  to  rece ive  God 's
g i f t  in  Jesus  H i s  Son  and  jo in  us  to  prayer fu l l y  cons ider  how to  best  honor  and  adore  the

Chr i s t  Ch i ld .

T h i s  s e a s o n ,  d o n ' t  s e t t l e  f o r  s q u e e z i n g  C h r i s t m a s  i n t o  y o u r  l i f e ;  r a t h e r  w e l c o m e  t h e  C h r i s t
ch i ld  and  p lace  H im in  the  center  o f  your  l i fe .  What  s teps  wi l l  you  ta ke  to  prepare  and  to
ce lebrate  Jesus '  coming  in  a  remarkab le  new way?  How wi l l  you  move  toward  lov ing  in
Jesus '  name th i s  Chr i s tmas?  Commit  to  br ing  the  warmth  of  Jesus '  hope ,  peace ,  joy,  and
love  to  the  wor ld  because  the  Wo rd  became f lesh  and  made  H is  home among  us .  H o w  wo u l d
Jesus  spend  H is  t ime?  What  would  Jesus  g ive?

CHURCH-WIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE THE
WONDROUS NEWS AND WARMTH OF JESUS'  COMING

B e
i n v o l v e d !

Par t i c i pa t e
w i t h
hea r t
and

hands
and

v o i c e !

DECEMBER 3-5–WALK THRU
BETHLEHEM .  G ive  o f  yourse l f–
your  t ime,  ta lents ,  g i f t s ,
serv ice ,  and  wi tness  through
th i s  outreach  g i f t .  Be  a  par t  o f
shar ing  Chr i s tmas  wi th  our
communi ty.  Many  open  hear ts
and  wi l l ing  hands  are  needed  to
create  th i s  authent ic  re -
c reat ion  o f  the  v i l l age  o f
Beth lehem dur ing  the  t ime  of
Jesus '  b i r th .

He lp  i s  needed:
•  const ruct ion  &  tear  down
• booth set-up the week of the event
•  s ta f f ing  booths
•  as  Beth lehem res idents  in
c o s t u m e
• ass i s tance  wi th  costumes
•  p ro v i d e  fo o d  fo r  wo r ke rs

There are many ways you can serve
in this outreach ministry. Join with
your family or friends or offer your
small group a fellowship
opportunity. Last year, more than
1,0 00 people visited the village of
Bethlehem. Sign-up and provide
your contact info through Sunday's
worship guide, online at
www.jwumc.org, or contact Cammie
DeShazer, volunteer coordinator, at
camdesh@comcast.net.

December  18 ,  6  pm–Fami l ies
Shar ing  Chr i s tmas :  Al l  ages
share a l ight supper,  fel lowship,
and fun! We' l l  make Christmas
cards and bring joy to others as we
go carol ing to members who are
homebound.  Professional  s inging
voices not required! RSVP to the
church off ice by December 16.
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

Through The Advance, al leviate
suffering and create a better
tomorrow for others in need
worldwide.  100% of al l
donations goes directly to the

cause.  Pick up a Giving Resource
Guide in the Connection Corner
or the d isplay case  outside the
Church Off ice.

Alleviate
Suffer ing

F i l l  a  NAM bag  with  Chr is tmas
g i f ts  to  br ighten  Chr is tmas  for
a  g i r l  or  boy.

NAM bags  are  ava i lab le  for

p ick  up  Sundays ,  November  20
and 27  in  the  Welcome Cen te r.

Return  NAM bags  to  the  church
by  December  4 .

Fi l l  a
NAM
B a g !

Donate  the  fo l lowing  new and
gent ly -used  c lean  i tems for
ch i ldren,  women,  and men in
n e e d .

• Swaddl ing  c lothes/
Disposab le  d iapers ,  and  shoes
(a l l  s i zes )

•  Hats ,  scarves ,  g loves ,
mittens ,  socks ,  b lankets

Br ing  your  donat ion(s )  to  the
co l lect ion  b ins  s tat ioned in  the
ha l l  in  f ront  o f  the  Church
O f f i c e .

Donate
to  tho s e
in  n e ed !

Purchase  an   uncommon
Chr is tmas  g i f t  through JW's
United  Methodist  Women.

• An  an imal  or  port ion  of  an
an imal  f rom Hei fer
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

•  UMCOR -  Ch i ldren 's  hea l th ,
d isas ter  re l ie f,  and  hot  lunch
p r o g r a m s .

•  Contr ibute  to  a  ch i ld ' s
educat ion  in  Pak is tan  or
A f g h a n i s t a n .

•  Noth ing  But  Nets  -  Malar ia
P r e v e n t i o n .

•  Adopt  a  Cote  d ' Ivo i re  (Af r i ca )
s t u d e n t

•  Pure  Water  for  the  Wor ld–
H a i t i

•  Af r i ca  Univers i ty  Scho larsh ips

Vis i t  the  tab le  in  the  Welcome
Center  in  December  to  purchase
these  and  many  other  miss ion
g i f t s .

P u r c h a s e
a

g i f t !



NOVEMBER

Sundays, November 13, 20, and 27, 9:45 am–"Follow
the Star": Children, don't miss Sunday School rotation
during Advent. Wise men from the east followed a star
that led them to the promised King, Jesus, so they could
worship Him. We can follow signs that lead us to Jesus
and worship Him still today.

Sundays, 2:30–4:00 pm–3G God's Girlz and Guyz
Preteen Ministry: November theme is "Attitude of
Gratitude." 4th & 5th graders meet on the Youth Floor
for Bible devotion, games, snack, craft, and mission
focus. Bring $2 for snacks and craft materials.

Sunday, November 27, 4:30
pm–Hanging of the Greens:
Come with your families and
discover the meaning of
Chrismons, sing Christmas
hymns, and decorate the
sanctuary Christmas tree. This
is a special time for children
and a great time for family
photos.

Sundays, November 27,
December 4, December 11,
and December 18, 9:50 a.m.,
Wesley Activity Center–"The
Journey, Walking the Road to Bethlehem": Join your
pastors, Rev. Jim Foster, Rev. Pam Jackson, and Rev.
Matthew Smith as together we journey with Adam
Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in
this fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ. This
study approaches a world-changing event with
thoughtfulness. Using historical information,
archaeological data, and a personal look at some of the
stories surrounding the birth, the most amazing moment
in history will become more real and heart-felt.

Monday, November 28: Deadline for Walk Thru
Bethlehem breakfast reservations.

DECEMBER

Saturday, December 3, 8:30 to 10:00 am–Children's
Breakfast in Bethlehem: Eat breakfast at the Inn, tour
Bethlehem, see the Holy Family, pet the animals, learn
simple crafts, and play in the SNOW!! Children, at least

4 years of age on or before September 1, 2011, may
participate when accompanied by a parent.
Reservations are required and are limited to 20
children per tour. There will be three 30-minute tours
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $2 per participant,
payable to the Bethlehem Tax Collector upon arrival.
Make your reservations early as the slots fill up fast!
Scout troups welcome! Make your breakfast
reservations by November 28.

Saturday, December 3, 10 am to 2 pm (SNOW DAY)
and Sunday & Monday, December 4 & 5, 6 to 8 pm–
Walk Thru Bethlehem: The Wesley Activity Center will be

transformed into a scene from
Bethlehem complete with the Holy
Family, temple, stable, and camel
rides. On Saturday, December 3,
there'll be SNOW! This event is for
all ages.

Sundays, December 4, 11, and
18, 9:45 am–“In the Manger”:
Children will prepare to celebrate
the birth of Jesus as this Sunday
school rotation will discover the
significance of the Messiah’s
coming, not as a king or warrior,
but as a baby born in a humble

place. His humble birth reminds us that the Messiah
began life as a helpless baby, just as we do. Through
participation in the Heifer Project, the children will
understand Jesus’ special connection to the poor.

Friday, December 9, 6–8 pm–Confirmation Christmas
Party: Confirmands and Faith Friends celebrate the
season with food, laughter, and of course, the white
elephant exchange.

Sunday, December 11, 4:30 pm–"All Creation Sings"
Christmas Concert: Performed by the Children's Choirs,
Handbells, Chancel Choir, and Orchestra, this concert
features songs of the season.

Sunday, December 11, 6–8 pm–Youth Christmas Party:
"Deck the halls with boughs of holly…Tis the season to
be jolly." Time again to celebrate! Although this party
will not feature a fire (we'll be inside), it will still be a
great time to play (reindeer) games, listen to holiday
music, hang out with friends, and eat too many sweets.

J e s u s  c o m e s !  J o i n  u s  a s  w e  w e l c o m e  t h eJ e s u s  c o m e s !  J o i n  u s  a s  w e  w e l c o m e  t h eJ e s u s  c o m e s !  J o i n  u s  a s  w e  w e l c o m e  t h eJ e s u s  c o m e s !  J o i n  u s  a s  w e  w e l c o m e  t h eJ e s u s  c o m e s !  J o i n  u s  a s  w e  w e l c o m e  t h e
l i g h t  o f  l o v e  a n d  g r a c e  i n  o u r  l i v e s !l i g h t  o f  l o v e  a n d  g r a c e  i n  o u r  l i v e s !l i g h t  o f  l o v e  a n d  g r a c e  i n  o u r  l i v e s !l i g h t  o f  l o v e  a n d  g r a c e  i n  o u r  l i v e s !l i g h t  o f  l o v e  a n d  g r a c e  i n  o u r  l i v e s !
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December 15, 9 am–3 pm, Cramer Retreat Center–
"The Journey" Advent Retreat: Take an hour or the day
to join in Christian community. Step away from the
bustle to relax, pray, sing, praise, worship, and give
thanks for the gift of the Messiah. Led by
Reverend Pam Jackson and Sue Highfield.
Interactive and contemplative options offered.
Walk the labyrinth or sit by the lake. Sign in and
select activities at Oxalis House.  Holy
Communion will be served at noon. Bring your
Bible and a brown bag lunch; drinks
will be provided. For directions, visit
www.cramerretreatcenter.org.

Thursday, December 15, 6:30 pm–
Child Development Program
Christmas Presentation: All are
welcome to join us in the sanctuary
as our preschooler's welcome the
birth of our Savior with song and the
story of the Polar Express.

December 18, 4:30 pm–"A Christmas
Carol": A seasonal favorite for
children and adults. Followed by, Families Sharing
Christmas: All ages share a light supper, fellowship, and
fun! We'll make Christmas cards and bring joy to others
as we go caroling to members who are homebound.
Professional singing voices not required! RSVP to the
church office by December 16.

December 18–Youth SPIN & Christmas Caroling: Join us
for an amazing Christmas worship journey that will lead
us into caroling with our neighbors.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24–CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:

5 pm–Designed especially for families with young
children. Includes Communion & candle lighting.

7 pm–Contemporary service with praise band,
Communion, and candle lighting.

7 & 9 pm–Traditional service with choir, Communion,
and candle lighting.

11 pm–Traditional service with Communion and candle
lighting.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 11:00 A.M.–LESSONS AND
CAROLS: Join us for this service of Scripture and carols.
One worship service; no Sunday School.

JANUARY
January 13-15, 2012–Women's Retreat at Camp Allen:
Join us for a special time to learn more about yourself
and what it means to be the disciple Jesus Christ
designed you to be. Nourish, renew, and enrich our

spirits through engaging in Scripture, prayer,
laughter, and joy. Retreat leader Reverend
Marilyn Wadkins will guide us to start 2012 in a
purposeful way. Women of all ages, this is a
special time to invite a friend

or family member to share with you.

Sunday, January 22, noon–Pie Day: A
church-wide event! We'll celebrate
God's grace, compassion, mission
service, and giving accomplished in
2011. We'll also look forward to God
leading our John Wesley family in
missions in 2012. AND, we'll eat pie–
shepherd's pie, chicken pot pie, and
many delicious dessert pies! Come
learn ways you can serve in mission
in the new year.

Saturday, January 28, 9 am to 3 pm–   12 Keys for an
Effective John Wesley: Join us in identifying our
strengths and making plans for the journey ahead. The
entire congregation is invited!

Sunday, January 29, 6 pm–Endowment Series Concert:
Join us for an evening of great organ music as we
welcome artist Aaron Wilson. The organ is known as the
"King of Instruments." The power and majesty of the
organ has graced churches the world over. The John
Wesley UMC organ is a thrilling combination of pipe
and technology. Don't miss this wonderful opportunity!

FEBRUARY

Saturday, February 25, 2012–Prayer Seminar: Why
emphasize prayer? Simply put, because God and Jesus
do! A rich prayer life is essential for living and loving as
Jesus did. Prayer is gift, privilege, call, and
responsibility. Save this date and plan to be encouraged
toward a vibrant prayer life. Children's prayer seminar
session available (4 years–5th grade) with an adult
registration; childcare provided for 3 years and younger.
Adult and children's registration, please.



W o r s h i pW o r s h i pW o r s h i pW o r s h i pW o r s h i p

W

Wo rsh ip  i s  the  ‘hear tbeat ’  o f  ever y
communi ty  o f  fa i th ,  and  we  s t r i ve  to
assure  that  our  worsh ip  serv i ces  a re
meaningfu l ,  up l i f t ing ,  and  re levant  for  a l l
who  attend.   "Pass ionate  Wo rsh ip ,
whether  t rad i t iona l  or  co ntemporar y,
means  an  ext raord inary  eagerness  to
of fer  the  best  in  worsh ip ,  honor ing  God
with  exce l lence  and  wi th  an  unusua l
c la r i ty  about  the  purpose  o f  connect ing
people  to  God."    We hope  you  wi l l  connect
here  at  John  Wes ley  UMC through  a
serv ice  o f  worsh ip  and  f ind  a  warm,
welcoming  congregat ion  where  you
exper ience  the  movement  o f  God’s  Sp i r i t
in  your  l i fe .  The  Sermon Ser ies  th i s
Advent  in  both  t rad i t iona l  and
contemporary  worsh ip  i s  " Journey  to
B e t h l e h e m . "

Holy  Communion  i s  shared  the  f i r s t
Sunday  o f  each
month  and  i s
open  to  a l l .
Bapt i sms  are  a l so
ce lebrated  in  the
l i fe  o f  the
w o r s h i p p i n g
community.

Tr ad i t i o n a l
Wo r s h i p
8 :30  & 11 :00  am,
S a n c t u a r y
You ' l l  exper ience  B i b l i ca l l y-based
sermons  wi th  rea l - l i fe  messages .  You ' l l
share  prayer  in  communi ty  and  in  qu iet
so l i tude .  You ' l l  s ing  congregat iona l

hymns  and  l i s ten  to
anthems  sung  by  our
Chance l  Cho i r,  a l l
accompanied  by
p iano  and  p ipe

organ .  Rec i t ing  h i s tor i c  c reeds  express
what  we  be l ieve  as  Chr i s t ians .

M o s a i c  C o nte m p o r a r y  Wo r s h i p
8 : 50  a m ,  Wes l ey  A c t i v i t y  C e nte r
Th is  Sp i r i t - led  worsh ip
ce lebrat ion  connects  peop le  to
God through  Jesus  Chr i s t  to
share  hope  and  br ing  growth ,
hea l ing ,  and  change .  God 's  Wo rd
through  scr ipture ,  prayer,
contemporary  songs  o f  pra i se ,
and  use  o f  mul t imedia  engage
a l l  ages  and  backgrounds–
adu l t s ,  fami l ies ,  youth  and
ch i ldren .  Come as  you  are ;  i t ' s
not  a  matter  o f  who 's  wear ing
what .  Mos t  important ly,  Mosa ic
i s  about  peop le  be ing  open  to
exper ience  the  presence  o f  God  and  share
Chr i s t ' s  love  in  ways  that  a re  re levant  to

everyday  l i fe ,  he lp ing
you  to  rea l i ze  your
God-g iven  potent ia l .

Dur ing  Advent ,  the
Sacrament  of  Holy
Communion  wi l l  be
shared  each  Sunday
in  Contemporary
Worsh ip .  A  un ique
and spec ia l  g i f t  on
Sunday,  December  4 ,
wi l l  be  to  rece ive

Holy  Communion  in  "Beth lehem."

M O S A I C  -  M a n y  p e o p l e ,  o n e  i n  C H R I S T

C h a p e l  P r a y e r
This  contemplat ive  p lace  of  meditat ion
offers  an opportunity  to  be st i l l  and l i s ten
for  the quiet  voice  of  God.  Exper ience the
joy  and peace of  meet ing  God in  a  quiet
place and receive  l i fe-susta in ing  grace.

PS



Helpful  InformationHelpful  InformationHelpful  InformationHelpful  InformationHelpful  Information

J o h n  Wes l ey  U n i ted  M et h o d i st  C h u rc h
5830  Bermuda  Dunes ,  Houston,  TX  77069

281-44 4-2112,  ww w. jwumc.org

T h e  C h u r c h  O f f i c e  i s  o p e n  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  f r o m  8 : 3 0  a . m .  t o  4 : 3 0  p . m .
T h e  Wa l k i n g  Tra c k  i s  o p e n  M o n d ay  t h ro u g h  T h u rs d ay  f ro m  8 : 3 0  to  8 : 3 0  p . m .  a n d

F r i d a y  f r o m  8 : 3 0  a . m .  t o  4 : 3 0  p . m .

Contact  Informat ion
To  e m a i l  s ta f f  m e m b e rs ,  t y p e  t h e  1 s t  i n i t i a l  t h e n  t h e  l as t  n a m e  o f  t h e  s ta f f  p e rs o n @ j w u m c . o rg .

( d r e d i n g @ j w u m c . o r g )

Pastors

Re v.  J i m  Fo ste r,  S e n i o r  Pasto r ..................................................................................................................................... x 1 0 2

Rev.  Pamela  Jackson,  Assoc iate  Pasto r ..................................................................................................................... x 1 1 3

Rev.  M at t h ew  S m i t h ,  A s s o c i ate  Pasto r .................................................................................................................... x 1 0 3

Adult  Min ist r ies

S u e  H i g h f i e l d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d u l t  M i n i s t r i e s ............................................................................................................ x 1 0 4

Youth  Min ist r ies

Ka t i e  E i c h l e r,  D i re c to r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i st r i es ............................................................................................................. x 1 2 1

E r i c  P u g h ,  D i re c to r  o f  Yo u t h  M i n i st r i es .................................................................................................................... x 1 0 6

Chi ldren 's  Min is t r ies

B o n n i e  D a i l y,  D i re c to r  o f  Parent ' s  N i g ht  O u t ......................................................................................................... x 2 1 2

A m y  D e w b r e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  S A C K  C h i l d r e n ' s  S u m m e r  C a m p .................................................................................. x 2 1 4

J e n n i f e r  D i e t e l ,  C h i l d  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m  R e c e p t i o n i s t .............................................................................. x 2 0 0

Patty  Hutch ins ,  D i rector  o f  Ch i ldren 's  Min is t r ies ................................................................................................ x 1 1 1

Patr i c ia  Johnson,  D i rector  o f  Nursery/Chi ldcare .................................................................................................. x 2 1 0

B a r b  L i n d s ey,  D i re c t o r  o f  C h i l d  D e ve l o p m e nt  P ro g ra m ...................................................................................... x 2 0 2

Karen  Muhl ,  Ch i ldren 's  Min is t r ies ............................................................................................................................. x 1 1 5

S h a w n  T h o m a s ,  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m ................................................................ x 2 0 1

M u s i c  &  F i n e  A r ts  M i n i st r i es  &  F i n e  A r ts  A cad e my

Cora  Byers ,  Wedding  Coord inator ........................................................................................................... 2 8 1 - 3 7 0 - 2 6 9 3

D av i d  D av i s ,  C o nte m p o ra r y  Wo rs h i p  L ead e r .......................................................................................................... x 1 2 2

J ea n  G a l l oway,  D i re c to r  o f  F i n e  A r ts  A cad e my ...................................................................................................... x 1 1 6

P h i l  H o o p e r,  D i re c to r  o f  M u s i c  &  F i n e  A r ts ............................................................................................................. x 1 0 7

Jud i th  Nelson,  P ian is t

Mar ie  Shelor,  Sound Coordinator/Technic ian

L i sa  Trewin ,  D i rector  o f  Ch i ldren 's  Mus ic  Min ist r ies ........................................................................................... x 1 2 7

Admin is t rat ive  Staf f

Dorothy  Adams,  Adminis t rat ive  Ass i s tant .............................................................................................................. x 1 1 8

Rachel  Atk ins ,  Bus iness  Manager ............................................................................................................................... x 1 0 1

D e n i s e  C o n l ey,  C h u rc h  Re c e pt i o n i st ......................................................................................................................... x 1 1 4

Monica  Lester,  F inanc ia l  Admin istrat ive  Ass i s tant .............................................................................................. x 1 0 5

Debbie  Reding ,  D i rector  o f  Membersh ip  &  Communicat ion .............................................................................. x 1 0 0

Ju l ie  Thompson,  Adminis t rat ive  Ass i s tant .............................................................................................................. x 1 1 9



May the l ight of love and

grace be in our hearts

this season and always!

J e s u s  C o m e s !


