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My friend, Parker Palmer, shared this
post and I share it with you.

Grace and peace,
Jim

SHOULDERS

A man crosses the street in rain,
stepping gently, looking two times north and south,
because his son is asleep on his shoulder.

No car must splash him.
No car drive too near to his shadow.

This man carries the world’s most sensitive cargo
but he’s not marked.
Nowhere does his jacket say FRAGILE,
HANDLE WITH CARE.

His ears fill up with breathing.
He hears the hum of a boy’s dream
deep inside him.

We’re not going to be able
to live in this world
if we’re not willing to do what he’s doing
with one another.

The road will only be wide.
The rain will never stop falling.

-Naomi Shihab Nye
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Sunday, December 23
8:30 & 11:00 am Traditional Services

8:50 am Contemporary Service
“The Presence of God: Mary”

Rev. Jim Foster preaching

Sunday, December 23, 3 to 5 pm
Christmas Open House

at the home of
Rev. Jim and Rosemarie Foster

5411 Olympia Fields Lane, Houston, TX
281-444-3705

December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

5 pm, Sanctuary - For families with young children.
Includes Communion and candle lighting.

7 pm, Wesley Activity Center - Contemporary service
with Communion and candle lighting.

7, 9, and 11 pm, Sanctuary - Traditional services with
Communion and candle lighting.

GriefShare

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk
alongside you through one of life's most difficult experiences. You

don't have to go through the grieving process alone. GriefShare
seminars and support groups are led by people who understand

what you are going through and want to help. You'll gain access to
valuable GriefShare resources to help you recover from your loss

and look forward to rebuilding your life.

GriefShare Seminar and Support Group
Wednesdays January 16 - April 24, 2013

6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Bride’s Room

Register by emailing Rev. Cathy Richardson at
crichardson@jwumc.org. Or call the church office, 281-444-2112.

Wings - Divorce Care for Children
Thursdays, January 17 - February 28, 7:00 - 8:15 pm
2nd floor of the Ed. Bldg.; email crichardson@jwumc.org to register

This is a program for families of
divorce that is patterned after the
Houston Hospice Wings for Grief
Program. At least one of the
parents must attend with the
children for this program which
has 7 weekly meetings about 1
hour and 15 minutes each. The
children are placed into groups by
their age. If you know any family
who has gone through a recent
divorce, please pass this
information along.

"The thing I find most rewarding

for me is to watch the difference in
the children from their first week
until their 7th week. They learn to
be able to accept the divorce and
find that it is OK to be sad or even
angry about the changes it has
brought to their family. The
important thing is for them to learn
how to express their grief or anger
in positive ways. This program
allows them to do that by sharing
their feelings with the facilitators
and the other children."

Don McNeil, facilitator

Charlotte Bacon, 6

Daniel Barden, 7

Olivia Engel, 6

Josephine Gay, 7

Ana Marquez-Greene, 6

Dylan Hockley, 6

Madeleine Hsu, 6

Catherine Hubbard, 6

Chase Kowalski, 7

Jesse Lewis, 6

James Mattioli, 6

Grace McDonnell, 6

Emilie Parker, 6

Jack Pinto, 6

Noah Pozner, 6

Caroline Previdi, 6

Jessica Rekos, 6

Avielle Richman, 6

Benjamin Wheeler, 6

Allison Wyatt, 6

Rachel Davino, 29
Teacher

Dawn Hochsprung, 47
School principal

Nancy Lanza, 52
Mother of gunman

Anne Marie Murphy, 52
Teacher

Lauren Rousseau, 30
Teacher

Mary Sherlach, 56
School psychologist

Victoria Soto, 27
Teacher

NEWTOWN  SHOOTING     THE VICTIMS

Pastor’s Corner

In observance of the holidays, the church offices will be
closed Monday, December 24 and Tuesday, December 25
and Monday, December 31  and Tuesday, January 1.  All
contributions must be postmarked by December 31 or
turned into the church office by 4:30 p.m. on Friday,
December 28 in order to be included on your 2012
Contribution Statement. When writing your contribution
check, always make your check to John Wesley United
Methodist Church. In the memo portion of the check, please
indicate what your contribution is intended for, i.e. Operating
Budget, Cut the Debt, Endowment, etc.
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God and Family Scouting Program
JWUMC is happy to offer the God and Family program for 5th and
6th grade Cub and Girl Scouts. The program will begin January
6th and meet for 6 consecutive weeks on Sunday afternoons.
Cost is $35.00 per Scout. Please contact Kathy Woodward if
interested at kevin.woodward@sbcglobal.net or 713-419-9404.

Special Guest Speaker on January 27

As we began to think about bringing in a speaker
on prayer, we began to think of someone who is not
in full time ministry within the church, someone who
is not a pastor. Immediately, I thought of Dan
Wilford. Dan is a member of Sugar Land First UMC. I
had the privilege of getting to know Dan as a leader
in the church, at the time serving as Chair of the
Staff Parish Relationship Committee. I thought of

Dan because he is a spiritual leader in the community. Wherever he was
involved, his faith was the foundation of his actions and decisions. Dan
is a man of integrity in a world that yearns for integrity.

Dan retired in 2002 as President and Chief Executive Officer of
Memorial Hermann Healthcare System. In 1997 Dan led the merger
between Memorial and Hermann Hospitals. He is also a retired National
Football League official. His success is evident from the numerous
awards and honors bestowed upon him. Dan is also the son of a
Methodist minister. While his father was called to ordained ministry, Dan
recognized his call to health care management.

After retirement in 2002, he and his wife, Anne enjoyed spending
time at their lake house in Tennessee. Unfortunately, on one of those
trips they were caught in a rainstorm and car crash which resulted in
Anne's death and left Dan with critical injuries. Dan recovered fully and
eventually married his current wife, Cindy.

Dan has co-authored two books, Trust Matters: New Directions in
Health Care Leadership (1998) and You Threw the Flag … Now … You
Make the Call: A Primer on Leadership Accountabilities (with his brother,
Ned, in 2002)

On January 27, Dan will bring a message on prayer from the
perspective of one who is a man of faith, a husband, a father and a
grandfather, a leader in the church, a CEO, and a referee. He will
especially share about prayer from his experience as a leader in the
business world. He is looking forward to being with us for Mosaic at
8:50 a.m. and the 11:00 a.m. service in the Sanctuary.

Rev. Cathy Richardson

Scenes from 2012 Children’s Breakfast in BethlehemScenes from 2012 Children’s Breakfast in BethlehemScenes from 2012 Children’s Breakfast in BethlehemScenes from 2012 Children’s Breakfast in BethlehemScenes from 2012 Children’s Breakfast in Bethlehem
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The Child Development Program
Registration for 2013-2014

The registration dates for the 2013-2014 school year have been
set.  Please call the CDP Office, 281-893-5881, or visit the church
website, www.jwumc.org for information regarding registration
procedures.

• Church members (as of 8-14-12) - Thursday, February 14,
2013 through Wednesday, February 20, 2013. Members will be
able to stop by the CDP office to register at their convenience.

• Currently enrolled and siblings (non-member) - Thursday,
February 21, 2013, 9:30 a.m., Wesley Activity Center.

• Open to the public - Thursday, February 28, 2013, 9:30 a.m.,
Wesley Activity Center.

Perspectives - “Joy
Part 2”

Throughout the district I
serve, which is the central north
part of Houston; e-mails have
been circulating between pastors
in response to the tragedy in
Newtown, Connecticut. It began
with my District Superintendent

sending an encouraging e-mail lifting up all pastors in the
district. He asked if anyone had any encouraging words to share
with each other. This past Sunday was the third Sunday in Advent
and the traditional third candle of the Advent wreath is joy. One
pastor was considering not lighting the Advent candle of joy this
year. Timothy Merrill, editor of Homiletics Magazine, proposed
that "perhaps you will want to keep that candle dark and
extinguished this year, and light instead a Candle of
Remembrance and Grief." Another pastor then wrote, "We are
going to keep our scheduled Advent candle lighting as the joy is
not based upon human circumstances but divine action."

I thank God everyday that true joy is not contingent upon
external circumstances, for if it were, there would be no reason
to see beyond our circumstance. The only reason we have joy,
hope, love, peace, and the list could certainly go on, is because
of a God who acted in creation. Imbedded in creation is a daily
reminder of the world we live in, for the sun sets and darkness
covers the earth, but we all know that the sun will rise again.
Psalm 30:5b states, "weeping may remain for a night, but
rejoicing comes in the morning." It may not be quite that simple,
but because we have a God that truly loves and cares for every
aspect of creation, the morning will come. God sent His only
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to prove His love for us.
When Jesus was crucified the earth was darkened, but three days
later when He rose from the grave, it was anything but grim. May
God continue to bless you and fill your heart with joy in these
times.

Rev. Matthew B. Smith blogs at
http://matthewbsmith.wordpress.com

Jesus: A Theography
Wednesday Evenings Beginning January 9

Jesus says, "The Scriptures point to me!"
(John 5:39 NLT). But what does that mean
exactly?  The twenty-seven books of the
New Testament are largely a commentary on
the Old Testament, and each part of the
Bible is a signpost to Jesus. Biographies of
Jesus generally have been written by those
trying to investigate the historical Jesus with
little attention given to the grand narrative of
Scripture. On the flip side, those interested
in tracing the theology of Scripture are

typically disinterested in historical Jesus studies. These two
approaches have yet to converge...until now.

In this compelling work, authors Leonard Sweet and Frank Viola
reclaim the entire Bible as a gripping narrative about Jesus Christ.
In this groundbreaking book, Sweet and Viola begin before time, in
the Triune God, and tell the complete interconnected story of Jesus
from Genesis to Revelation.

Jesus: A Theography is the first book ever written to combine
historical Jesus studies with biblical theology, crafting together one
breathtaking saga that tells the Jesus story in both Old and New
Testaments. This flagship book demonstrates clearly that every bit
of Scripture is part of the same stunning drama, what the authors
refer to as the theography of Jesus Christ. This 16 week study
will be led by Rev. Jim Foster. This study begins Wednesday,
January 9 at 6:30 pm.  The book is $13.  Sign up online or in
the Welcome Center on Sundays.

Evening Concert of Piano and Organ
Sunday, February 10, 6:00 pm

John Wesley
UMC Music
Ministry, John
Wesley UMC
Endowment and
the “Champions
Sunrise”
Chapter of the
Rotary Club are
pleased to
announce the
upcoming

concert by Francesco Attesti and Matteo Galli of Milan, Italy on
Sunday February 10th at 6:00 in the evening.  These two
wonderful musicians come to us to bring a delightful evening of
classical music  featuring piano & organ.  Member Graham Sharp
brought these two wonderful artists to our attention and  Mr.
Attesti was featured in a concert last year sponsored by the
Rotary Club.  We look forward to their being with us. Place the
date on your calendar now and invite your friends and neighbors!

Wednesday
Mornings
Beginning
January 16
Women in the Word

Together we'll examine the lives
of six women from the Book of
Genesis. This six-week DVD
study, led by Rev. Jessica
LaGrone, of The Woodlands
UMC, explores how these six
women's lives transcend culture
and time. Encounter the life-
changing truth of Scripture.  The
workbook offers participants
Scripture readings, Biblical
teaching and questions that
help them examine and apply
the Word of God to their own
lives.

Rev. LaGrone will be the retreat
speaker for the March Women's
Retreat. To learn more about
Jessica visit her blog Reverend
Mother at
www.jessicalagrone.com.   The
study begins Wednesday,
January 16 at 9:30 am in A
208 (Choir Room).  The
workbooks are $9. Sign up in
the Welcome Center or online.

Grab n Go - January
9 at 6 pm

Chick-fil-a

Chicken sandwiches or chicken
nuggets, chips & cookie - $5

Thanks to

everyone

who filled a

NAM

Christmas

bag! There were 220 bags

collected in all! Way to go

John Wesley UMC!

The staff of
John Wesley United Methodist Church

wishes you a
very Merry Christmas and

a safe, blessed New Year’s holiday!

Prayer Focus–LOVE

“Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever.”
(Psalm 136:26 NIV)

Pie Day
Sunday, January 13
After 11:00 a.m. Worship

Come join us as we celebrate missions 2012 and look forward to
2013 missions. And, we’ll eat pie for lunch and dessert. Be sure to
mark your calendar now for this important missions day in the life
of JWUMC!

Save the Date!
Lisa Trewin and Stephen Bayless in Concert
January 27, 6:00 p.m.

More details to come!



Page 8

Our ChurOur ChurOur ChurOur ChurOur Churccccch Fh Fh Fh Fh Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy

SPECIAL REQUEST: Our pastors desire to serve with attentive and
timely care, so please inform the church office or one of the pastors if
you expect to be or have been hospitalized. And please indicate “yes”
on the Patient Directory Form (a form that permits the hospital to
disclose information, i.e. room #).

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY! Each week, our pastors rotate “on-call”
responsibilities. If you have an emergency after 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday or on the weekend and need to reach a pastor, please
call 832-242-4284.

Sundays at 8:30 & 11 a.m.– Traditional Worship

Sundays at 8:50 a.m.–Contemporary Worship

The walking track is open Monday - Thursday from

8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. & Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For the church calendar, go to www.jwumc.org/Resources and click
“calendar” on the menu bar at the top of the homepage.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Richard and May Chin
14127 Torrey Forest
Houston, TX 77014

281-537-9290

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Patty Hutchins on her acceptance into Fuller Seminary.

SYMPATHY TO

Flora Allemand and family on the death of her husband and
JWUMC member, Frank Allemand;

Robin McGlohn and family on the death of her sister;
Jason Jouett and family on the death of his grandmother.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Florence Bush; Maggie Chan; Dixie Cole; Barbara Cox;
Roger Ellis; Bill Frost; Jake Hickford; Anne Holcomb;

Jerry Jones; Jim Mondick; Vicki Ramsey; Evelyn Riley;
Carl and Gen Stephens; James Treadaway;

the families and friends of the victims of the Sandy Hook
Elementary School tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut;

Yeager Elementary; safe travel over the holidays;
John Wesley staff and leaders;

the vision and mission of JWUMC.

Attendance 12/9/12

Worship– 663
8:30 - 254
8:50 - 93
11:00 - 316
SS - 322

Attendance 12/16/12

Worship– 581
8:30 - 205
8:50 - 79
11:00 - 297
SS - 239

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Received Thru Expected By Expected By
12/16/2012 12/31/2012 12/31/2012
$2,271,743.12 $2,446,000.00 $2,446,000.00

Sunday Morning
Coffee & Doughnut
Volunteers Needed
If you would be willing to help
occasionally with the Coffee
and Doughnut ministry on
Sunday mornings, please
contact Ray and Gale Sidenblad
at rsidenblad@gmail.com.

In observance of the holidays, the church offices will be
closed Monday, December 24 and Tuesday, December 25
and Monday, December 31  and Tuesday, January 1.  All
contributions must be postmarked by December 31 or
turned into the church office by 4:30 p.m. on Friday,
December 28 in order to be included on your 2012
Contribution Statement. When writing your contribution
check, always make your check to John Wesley United
Methodist Church. In the memo portion of the check, please
indicate what your contribution is intended for, i.e. Operating
Budget, Cut the Debt, Endowment, etc. AND

SANCTUARY LAMP

The 2013 sign up sheets for
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary

Lamp are available on the table
by the Administration Office.

Sign up soon as spaces
fill up quickly!

Faith Circle awarded a UMW Special Membership to
Bernice Hooper for her lifelong service to the

church. The award was presented at the meeting
on December 4th.

OUR MOTTO - Loving in
Jesus’ name

OUR MISSION

“Share the love of Jesus Christ
and make disciples in His

name.”

OUR VISION

A family of God’s word, love and
grace, transforming lives through
the power of the Holy Spirit as

revealed in Jesus Christ.

“Holy Listener”

A “holy listener” is available to
offer care to hurting children.
Contact Karen Muhl
(kmuhl@jwumc.org) to schedule a
time of listening during the SS
hour or by appointment.

John Wesley Fine Arts
Academy

welcomes new flute and string teachers.
To register for private lessons, or for more

information, please contact
Jean Galloway in the church office or

jgalloway@jwumc.org.

Stephen Ministry in
Action

Comments shared by people who
have received care from a Stephen

Minister

My Stephen Minister was there
during the darkest of times -
patiently listening and trying to
understand my pain. Looking
back, I can clearly see how my
Stephen Minister kept me
connected to God when I was
falling away.

A Great Way You Can Help a Hurting Friend
Do you have a friend, neighbor, coworker, or relative who has suffered a
loss or is going through a difficult time? Here's a great way you can help
them--tell them about our Stephen Ministry! Stephen Ministers are
members of JWUMC who have received special training to provide high
quality, confidential, one-to-one, Christian care to hurting people.
Stephen Ministers meet weekly with their care receivers to listen, care,
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. (Males are
matched with males, and females are matched with females.) The caring
relationship lasts for as long as the person needs care. It's free, and it's a
powerful way you can help a hurting friend.

To learn how to connect someone you know with a Stephen
Minister, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Janet
Chenoweth (281-444-3241), Don and Beverly Burton (281-373-5364), or
Rev. Cathy Richardson in the church office. Our Stephen Ministers are
there to care!


