
 



Advent: The Year of the Lord’s Favor – The Already and Not Yet of 

Christian Mission 

Isaiah speaks prophetically of the one who will usher in the year of the 

Lord’s favor. He speaks of a spirit-filled man who will bring with him 

mercy, healing, freedom and peace. As Christians, we know exactly who 

this spirit-filled man is. Jesus is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words, and we 

rejoice that he has come and promised that one day we will experience 

the joy of the kingdom for all eternity. But there is more to this story 

than the promise of good times to come when we arrive at the pearly 

gates of heaven. Jesus in Luke 4 claims that these very words written by 

the prophet were fulfilled in the day that he read them to a group of 

Jews in Nazareth on the Sabbath day. The obvious interpretation of this 

is that Jesus is the spirit-filled man, but what about all the stuff that 

Isaiah says the spirit-filled man will do? Are we to believe that the only 

part of this text that has been fulfilled is the coming of the messiah, or 

does Jesus have more in mind than a simple, “hey everyone, I’m here”?  

If Jesus is the fulfillment of these promises, and we are the very body of 

Christ, then we as the church are also the fulfillment of these promises. 

We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, are the ones who will bring 

mercy, healing, freedom and peace to a world that is filled with 

injustice, pain, bondage, and war. Over the course of this Advent 

season, we will explore how we as a local church in central NJ can be 

the hands and feet of Jesus and how we can extend the hope of the 

kingdom to our communities, proclaiming the resurrection of Christ in 

both Gospel word and Gospel deed. It is our prayer that this booklet will 

start a conversation that will ultimately lead our community to action.  

Merry Christmas Jacob’s Well 

 

 

 



Week 1 - Mercy (Good News to the Poor): 

“You must see God in the faces of the poor.” St. Vincent de Paul 

The world in which the New Testament was written was a Greek world, 

imbued with Greek culture and language, and the Greeks had a word for 

the virtuous poor: penētes (πένητες).  The ancient Greek playwright 

Aristophanes described the penētes this way: “The poor man (penētes) 

lives thriftily and attentive to his work: he has not got too much, but he 

does not lack what he really needs.”1  It conveys a similar idea to 

phrases like blue-collar, or working class.  The penētes may struggle 

financially, but they are diligent, responsible, virtuous, and uncorrupted 

by wealth. 

This word, however, only appears once in the New Testament, and then 

only as a quotation from the Old Testament (2 Corinthians 9:9).  

Instead, the word that the New Testament uses almost exclusively for 

poverty is ptōchos (πτωχός).  The ptōchos is not a sympathetic figure: 

the word literally means beggar.  Ptōchos comes from the Greek word 

meaning stooped, or crouched, and it carries a deeply negative 

connotation.  The ptōchos was portrayed as a freeloader and a 

nuisance2.  When Jesus or Paul talk about poverty, they aren’t talking 

about the underpaid or the “deserving poor”; they are talking about the 

immiserated, crushed, those who are literally forced to crouch by their 

poverty. 

The way we behave when confronted by a beggar reminds us of how 

contemporary Americans view the ptōchos.   The beggar asks for 

money, hunched over in a posture of brokenness and supplication.  And 

there’s something in these interactions that makes us feel strong: for a 

                                                           
1 Aristophanes, Plutus.  553-554. 
2 In Homer’s Odyssey, Book 17, when a man brings a beggar (ptōchos) to his 
master, his master says, “You precious idiot, what have you brought this man 
to town for?  Have we not tramps and beggars enough already to pester us as 
we sit and eat?  Do you think it a small thing that such people gather here to 
waste your master’s property?” 



tiny moment we imagine ourselves holding this beggar’s fate in our 

hands.  Like a king when his subjects come to him with a request, we 

can flip out a dollar bill with a glow of magnanimity, or we can turn 

away, explaining to our friends that this beggar will just use the money 

on drugs or alcohol.  The assumption underlying this interaction is that 

the beggar is our inferior, and that he needs something from us which 

we are under no obligation to provide.  We assume the role as God’s 

judges, meting out justice or mercy as we see fit. 

The teaching of Jesus completely upends this.  “Blessed are you beggars, 

because the Kingdom of God is yours…but woe to you rich, because you 

have received your full consolation.” (Luke 6)  In our interactions with 

the poor, our first assumption usually is that God has favored us, and 

that it is our right to distribute our blessings to them if we so choose.  

But Jesus invites us to approach the poor as the blessed ones of God.  

Our attitude as we meet the poor should not be stern condescension – 

as a judge approaches the guilty – but reverence.. 

Christ inaugurated his public ministry by quoting from Isaiah 61: “The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 

good news to the poor (ptōchos).”  The good news that Christ extends 

to the poor is that the only righteous judge – God – has meted out his 

justice on Christ at the cross, and now all that’s left is relentless, 

profligate love.  The novelist Marilynne Robinson once said, “Love is 

holy because it is like grace—the worthiness of its object is never really 

what matters.”   

But the gospel goes further still.  It isn’t just that Christ’s love is given 

regardless of our worthiness, but in fact an extra portion of God’s love is 

given to those who seem to least deserve it.  We often emphasize that 

the gospel is for everyone, including the rich and the poor.  This is of 

course true, but Jesus felt no need to provide this balance.  Indeed, over 

and over again he sought to comfort the poor, even as he challenged 

the rich.   



This is scandalous, which is why everyone attempts to explain it away.  

When Jesus says that it’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich man to enter heaven3, we are quick to explain 

why that statement is less comprehensive than it sounds.  But why 

explain this away?  Can’t we let the plain meaning of the text hang over 

our consciences? 

I’m not sure exactly what would happen if we started living according to 

Christ’s teachings on wealth and poverty, but I do know that it would 

start with a radical inversion of our current priorities.  Many evangelical 

ministries in recent years have specifically targeted the “influencers” of 

our culture: specifically, the wealthy, the powerful, and the upwardly-

mobile4.  Do these ministries wind up compromising the gospel, as they 

become too quick to alleviate the consciences of their wealthy 

audience?  Do they take pains to ensure their people that Christ didn’t 

actually want the rich young ruler to give up his wealth5?  The message 

of Christ can only be bent so far before it inevitably will break. 

When a poor person comes into our presence, the church ought to treat 

that person like the heir of a king.  This doesn’t exclude them from the 

hard challenges of discipleship, but it does prevent us from behaving as 

if God has appointed us to be their judges or their benevolent masters. 

One last point is necessary.  To those of us who are not the ptōchos 

(and in America, that’s most people), the opportunity to be of service to 

the poor should be the natural result of our joy, but it also produces joy.  

In one fell swoop we have the opportunity to serve the blessed ones of 

God, and to rid ourselves of the wealth that encumbers our progress in 

                                                           
3 Mark 10:24 
4 A New York magazine article on Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York 
City describes the church’s attenders this way: “They are a cross-section of 
yuppie Manhattanites—doctors, bankers, lawyers, artists, actors and designers, 
some of them older, most of them in their twenties and thirties.”  This is great, 
but how many junkies, welfare recipients, and mentally ill people has it 
attracted? 
5 Mark 10:17-27 



discipleship.  The early church, Acts tell us, was so enthralled with this 

idea that they could no longer even accept the idea of ownership6.  This 

joyous mission especially applies to the rich, who have the opportunity 

to serve the poor in unique and thrilling ways.  It is an adventure in 

which even the billionaire will end life with an empty bank account and 

a vast store of heavenly treasure.  In this way, the good news that God 

loves the poor becomes good news for the rich person as well.  

Questions: 

1. With the exception of tithing, do you manage your money any 

differently than you would if you were not a Christian?  Is your 

attitude towards money different than if you were not a Christian? 

2. Read Luke 14:33 and reflect on the following: What does it mean to 

renounce all that we have? How is this a condition of following 

Christ? How is this related to money and wealth?  

3. Since Christ called you to give up everything you have and follow 

him, would you be able to?  If not, what concrete actions should you 

take to move towards freedom from the love of wealth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 “No one said that any of the things that belong to him was his own.” Acts 4:32 



Week 2 - Healing (Bind up the Brokenhearted):  

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, we look at the majesty of God 
dwelling among us. The glorious God comes into the world as a 
newborn baby. We rightly sing songs in hushed tones and whisper in 
wonder as we imagine the night that Christ was born.  We loudly 
proclaim, “Fall on your knees,” as the right response to the arrival of the 
Messiah. In a stable, the Righteous King humbly enters into a world in 
chaos. We are silenced with wonder, and we are filled with praise. 

There’s something about Isaiah 61:1 that feels like it should be 
accompanied by a sweeping movie score. This is a verse about a hero. 
The declaration from One sent with a mission whose scope is massive. 
In it we hear the shout of victory and the tender voice of compassion. 
The same one who will loose the chains is the one who tends the 
wounds. This is Jesus- all of creation has awaited His arrival. This week, 
we will look at what it means for Him and for us to be agents of healing 
by binding up the brokenhearted.    

All at once, this hero’s perfect reign feels like an urgent need and a 
distant dream. Looking around our world we cannot help but see that 
brokenness abounds. Loss and grief, sickness and disease, hatred and 
ignorance, poverty and lack surround us. We know that healing is 
needed. God’s creation is fallen; all is not how it should be. Our hearts 
can often say along with David in Psalm 13 “How long, O Lord?” We long 
for a healing of our wounds that will be lasting and complete. We long 
for solutions to the problems that plague us, and Jesus is the promised 
fulfillment for those longings.  

Jesus came and began his heroic mission to reconcile all things to 
Himself. In His life, death, and resurrection, He brought healing to our 
broken relationship with God by conquering sin, death, and hell, and 
inviting us into restored relationship. From the beginning of God’s story 
He has invited His creation to participate. God creates man and woman 
in His image to represent Him on the earth. The massive story of God’s 
redemptive plan is now our story in Jesus. Through Him, God has 
brought us near, and through us, God continues healing a broken world. 
This Isaiah 61:1 hero is fully realized in Jesus, and one day we will see 
and experience in its fullness. Until that day comes, we as the people of 
God live in light of that future hope and bring it to bear in our present 



reality. Jesus is the one who heals by binding up the brokenhearted, and 
as His people, we must do the same.  

Jesus shows us by example what it means to care well for those who are 
hurting. He is near to them. There is no replacement for being present 
with people in the midst of their pain. Whether we are sitting with a 
family member in the hospital, a newfound friend at a local shelter, 
listening to the story of a stranger in crisis, or laughing with a roommate 
as they walk through a hard season, we are bringing them near to God 
by loving them as He does. When we put aside our needs and 
preferences and are present with others in need, we are following the 
example of Jesus. In Philippians 2:5-11, Paul talks about how Jesus set 
aside the majesty of heaven to dwell with man. Opportunities for us to 
sacrificially set aside our own privilege and dwell with those who are 
hurting abound; we must see their pain, listen to their stories, and move 
in response.  

In order for us to rightly respond to the brokenhearted around us, we 
should do a few specific things no matter the various needs. One of the 
ways that we can help bind up the brokenhearted is to recognize our 
own hurts. Followers of Jesus are not exempt from experiencing the 
difficulties of life in a broken world; in fact, God tells us to expect to 
encounter trials. We should invite Jesus and others to minister to us in 
the midst of our pain. In James 5:16a it says, “Therefore, confess your 
sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed..” 
Let others sit with you and be the body of Christ to you. When we 
demonstrate humility and vulnerability, we encourage others to do the 
same. As we are encouraged, we can then better serve others.   

In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches His disciples to pray. In Matthew 6:10 
He says, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.” We can pray that God would bring the reign of Jesus to bear in 
greater measure until He comes. We can pray that God would show us 
the hurt around us and teach us how we can represent Him well. We 
can pray that God would change hearts and draw people near to 
Himself. We can pray that God would forgive us where we have not 
loved others well. We can pray that God would move us to action. 

Friends, our prayers of faith must result in action. Jesus did not heal 
from a distance. He did not solely pray and spend time with His disciples 
before going to the cross. He sat with the worst sinners his time had to 



offer. He openly associated with the embarrassingly brokenhearted and 
met them their need. He forgave sin and restored health. 

One of the most moving accounts of Jesus is in Mark 5, where we read 
the account of a woman desperate for healing. Jesus is traveling to heal 
a twelve-year-old girl whose father has begged Jesus to come and make 
her well (Mark 5:23). As He is on His way, a crown gathers around Him. 
In the midst of the crowd is a woman with an unknown illness. For 
twelve years, this nameless woman would have been considered 
unclean because of her physical ailment. In faith and hope she reaches 
out and touches the hem of Jesus’ garment. Without a word of petition, 
she believes God can heal her, and He does. Jesus knows something has 
happened- healing has taken place. He asks who touched Him in the 
midst of a crowd, and this woman in “fear and trembling fell down 
before him and told him the whole truth” (Mark 5:33). Jesus responds 
to her fear in verse 34 with this beautiful address ““Daughter, your faith 
has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” This 
woman has known rejection for the last twelve years of her life. She has 
been relegated to the lowest rungs of society- unwanted by all. Her 
shame was so great that she dared not even speak to Jesus, and yet He 
calls her Daughter, commends her faith, and sends her in peace.  

Look at how complete Jesus’ healing is. It forces us to think through 
what it means to carry on the mission of healing and hope that He 
began. Where are the places in our society where people are living in 
fear and shame? What are the hurts that we don’t readily see? Who are 
the marginalized and forgotten- the unseen and unheard? In order for 
us to be the hands and feet of Jesus, we need to use our hands and our 
feet to go to those who are brokenhearted, and bind up their wounds. 
We also need to be approachable to those who would seek out help. 
When we act like Jesus, we can show people a glimpse of what it means 
to be unconditionally loved. This is the love extended through Jesus, 
and when we come to believe He is all that He says, we are enabled to 
extend the fullness of His healing- meeting the needs of those who are 
hurting and inviting them to be reconciled and called sons and 
daughters of God. 

Our story is redeemed, and in Christ, we carry the hope of His second 
advent when all things will be made new. This Advent season, we 
remember with joy Christ’s first arrival and look forward with hope to 



His second. Healing and wholeness have been made available to us, are 
being extended through us as the people of God, and will one day 
characterize all things around us. Let’s ask God to help us walk together 
as a community of believers in that calling with faithfulness and joy.  

Questions: 

1. What broken things do you long for Jesus to heal? 
2. How have you allowed Jesus, your family and friends into the hurts 

that you carry?  
3. What can you do to create space to listen to the hurts others are 

carrying? 
4. Do you know the events/needs in your local community 

(conversations about systemic injustice, coat/clothing drives, 
individuals/families in need, local shelters)? Share these with one 
another in your Missional Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 - Freedom (Liberty to the Captives):  

“He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives” 

Recent events have reminded us of the need to not over spiritualize a 

text such as this.  Many of us would like to think we’ve moved beyond 

the bleak shadow of slavery and racial inequality in America. However, 

the tensions of this past year suggest a different reality. Racial 

inequality, misunderstanding, suspicion and even hate persist. These 

realities likely reside closer to our homes and even our hearts than we 

care to admit.  As followers of Jesus, engaging these problems is not 

optional. Jesus proclaimed true and lasting liberty to those once 

dehumanized in our midst. We must carry forward that proclamation 

and labor toward its achievement.  

These discussions and issues are admittedly awkward and can seem 

impossibly difficult. Paul, an early Christian missionary and teacher, 

understood this complexity and yet hardly gave the early Christians a 

pass. Instead, he issued a stern challenge. In Ephesians 2, following 

fresh on the heels of one of his fullest articulations of the good news of 

Jesus Christ, Paul says: 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, 

who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility (Ephesians 2:13-14) 

Paul is here speaking to the continued tensions between Jewish and 

Gentile Christians in the early church. The “dividing wall of hostility” 

between these ethnic groups was historically rooted and palpably felt 

among these earliest followers of Jesus. Rather than wringing his hands 

given the complexity and deep-seated nature of the conflict, Paul’s call 

is clear: pursue the peace you’ve been granted in Christ. Notice that 

Paul’s call is particularly focused on relationships within the body of 

Christ. It is uniquely in Christ that we have the resources necessary to 

engage even the thorniest of problems.  



At the foot of the cross, we might say, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

white nor black, Asian nor African, Indian nor Hispanic, etc. Christ’s 

sacrifice is for all because we’re all equally in need of His grace. In dying 

for all, Christ also affirms the inherent dignity of all people. Finally, in 

Christ, God is setting the world right in all the ways it’s gone wrong. Part 

of that new creation project is uniting people from every tribe, tongue, 

and nation into one, gloriously unified family of God who will one day 

sing together before the Risen Lamb (Revelation 7:9). The gospel makes 

racial reconciliation central to the life of the church by painting this 

picture of the Kingdom of God come in its fullness. 

So what can we do to engage issues of racial injustice and pursue 

authentic, multi-ethnic community here at Jacob’s Well? First and 

probably foremost, we must not shy away from engaging this 

conversation. Among brothers and sisters of different cultural and 

ethnic backgrounds, we must at the very least be willing to acknowledge 

pain and listen well to others’ stories.  A recent interaction has 

reminded me, a white man who has not had to face certain aspects of 

our culture, of the need to not so quickly assume I “get it.”  

First, I’m reminded of a story recently shared with me by an African-

American pastor in our network. This pastor is married to a white 

woman who, throughout their time of dating and into their married 

years, would patiently listen to his stories of being treated unfairly 

because of the color of his skin. She would also try to empathize when 

racially-charged incidents would capture the national conscience, and 

her husband would feel pain and shame in a deeply personal way. 

“However, even after ten years she didn’t really get it until she was 

walking out of Wal-Mart with our three-year-old son in the cart,” he 

said. “My wife is pale skin and my son is obviously a bit darker with curly 

hair like my own. As she was walking through the parking lot a man 

casually walked by her and said, ‘[racial slur] lover.’ She was stunned. 

She returned home absolutely furious, undone emotionally and her 

feelings about this stuff have never been the same since.”  



As I listened to this story I couldn’t help but acknowledge how feeble 

my attempts at truly empathizing with these issues have been. This 

man’s wife, in a single moment, became incarnate in her husband’s 

story in a way she’d previously found inaccessible. While most of us will 

never suffer this sort of brutal and gutless experience, we must at least 

be willing to admit that we’ll never fully get it unless we could somehow 

walk in another person’s skin. This obviously does not remove but 

rather strengthens the call to do everything we can to understand and 

acknowledge the pain of others.  

In 2 Corinthians 5 Paul says that we’ve been entrusted with Christ’s 

ministry of reconciliation. That ministry has both vertical (us and God) 

as well as horizontal (me and you) implications. To steward that ministry 

well in a community as diverse as ours means engaging the 

awkwardness inherent in conversations about race and inequality. In 

this essay I’ve focused mainly on black/white relations because of the 

specific narrative of our nation. However, here at Jacob’s Well God has 

graciously gathered a people from a plethora of ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds. May we ever be a people who proclaim liberty not just to 

those who look, talk and think like us but especially to those with whom 

there exists a worldly “dividing wall of hostility”.  As we tear those walls 

down, we will find nothing less than the new world of God’s promised 

future breaking into our lives right here in Central New Jersey. 

Questions: 

1. Read all of Ephesians 2. How would your articulate the relationship 

between verses 1-10 and 11-22? 

2. How have you experienced the reality of racial/ethnic injustice in 

your own story? What “dividing walls of hostility” have been most 

present in your life? 

3. Are you convinced that racial reconciliation is central to genuine 

gospel community? Why or why not? 

4. What would it look like for you to engage these issues within the 

community to which God’s called you? Who might you ask the 

simple question, ‘What’s it like to walk in your shoes’? 



Week 4 - Peace (Comfort to Those Who Mourn):  

For many of us, the Christmas season makes the arrival of winter a bit 

more bearable.  Just as the world around us is shedding the last of its 

natural color and warmth, our neighborhoods are suddenly bedecked 

with colorful lights, we bring trees into our homes and decorate them 

with ornaments, the taste of cinnamon and scent of pine pop up 

everywhere.  The cold world that has descended around us feels festive 

and a little bit warmer and brighter for a few weeks.  

Adornment is part of celebration.  This is probably most obvious to us at 

Christmas, when everyone from our neighbors to businesses to 

workplaces decorates, but we also decorate for other seasons and big 

life moments – birthdays, graduations, weddings.  The aesthetic 

adornment is part of how we mark that this means something to us 

internally—these are significant, joyful moments.  

This stands in stark contrast to how we feel and act when we are in 

mourning.  Mourning is usually marked by an utter lack of ornament – 

stripping away any color or decoration.  Historically, many different 

cultures have marked mourning with a bodily transformation for those 

who have experienced loss.  In the Bible it’s not uncommon to read of 

someone in deep sorrow tearing their clothes and wearing sackcloth 

(Gen 37:34, 2 Samuel 3:31).  When Job experienced loss upon loss, he 

expressed his grief by shaving his head, and his friends sprinkled dust on 

themselves as a sign of sympathy (Job 1:20, 2:12).  Cultures around the 

world and throughout history have designated special clothing that 

signifies mourning; in the United States we know that black clothes are 

considered most appropriate for funerals. Again, this is a visual 

representation of an internal state. He who mourns is stripped down, at 

a loss, somber and dark.  

For this reason, Isaiah’s prophesy of a man who will “comfort all who 

mourn” is all the more beautiful.  Describing the coming Christ, Isaiah 

says he will “grant to those who mourn…a beautiful headdress instead 

of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise 



instead of a faint spirit” (Isaiah 61:3).  What Isaiah describes is nothing 

short of transformation and the chance to adorn our souls in the 

opposite of mourning clothes.  He evokes the sight (beautiful 

headdress), smell (oil of gladness), and feel (garment of praise) of 

celebratory adornment to emphasize how wonderful is God’s good 

news and favor expressed through the man of Jesus Christ.  

Of course, Jesus has come yet we are still among the mourning here on 

earth.  Those who follow Christ believe, as Jesus declared, that Isaiah’s 

prophesy has been fulfilled (Luke 4:18), and that some day God will 

usher in an entirely new creation where “death shall be no more, 

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore” (Rev 

21:4). But we recognize that for now God has called us to live among 

this fallen world and to act as His hands and feet.  We are to take 

comfort and find peace in the knowledge of God’s ultimate plan and the 

great news of Christ, even as we are faced with a world full of torment 

and loss. As Christ reminded his disciples just before his death: “I have 

said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 

you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world” 

(John 16:33).  

And indeed the world around us is full of tribulation and mourners.  In 

the most obvious sense, people die every day and leave behind loved 

ones who mourn them.  But every day we come in contact with people 

who are deeply mourning other things.  A fractured relationship, the 

loss of a home, a career that’s suddenly become obsolete in a quickly 

changing world—these are all significant, painful losses for which 

people truly mourn.  And are many people mourning lost 

opportunities—the woman who desperately desires to be a mother but 

cannot conceive or has no partner mourns the child that she’ll never 

have, the immigrant who came to the U.S. hoping to make enough 

money to help his family back home mourns the “American dream” that 

doesn’t come to pass. Broken, mourning hearts that long for deep peace 

are all around us. 



If our call is to be the body of Christ here on earth, how can we help 

transform the mourning of those around us into beautiful headdresses, 

oils of gladness, and garments of praise?  Our ultimate call is to share 

the good news of the gospel and to be like Christ, who came “to give 

light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 

our feet in the way of peace” (Luke 1:79).  But there are also tangible 

efforts we can make to comfort and bring a measure of peace to the 

lives of those in mourning.  For those who have lost tangible things—we 

can bring the comfort of shelter, furniture, clothing, food, etc. For those 

who have lost relationships—broken marriages, lost friendships, 

fractured families—we can be the friends who weep with them in 

sorrow and, when the time is right, share the reason for our hope. 

There are places in our communities where mourning and loss are an 

everyday event—unemployment offices, impoverished neighborhoods, 

hospices.  How can we meet these communities in their pain, as Jesus 

so often did, and leave them comforted? 

As the world around us adorns itself in preparation for Christmas 

celebrations, may we as followers of Christ focus on displaying to the 

world spirits adorned in the beauty of God’s comfort, peace, and grace. 

And may we adopt Christ’s mission of comforting those who mourn, 

even as we are comforted ourselves.  

Questions: 

1. Jesus’ parting words to many were “Peace be with you” and “Go in 
peace.” Do you live your life with a sense of his eternal peace?  If 
not, what is keeping you from accepting Christ’s offer to transform 
your mourning clothes to garments of praise? 

2. Have you ever mourned something? What brought (or would have 
brought) you comfort and peace at that time?  Is that something 
you can provide to others in the same position now? 

3. Are you too closed off to co-workers, neighbors, the same barista 
you see every day, to notice those in mourning and desperate for 
comfort? Can you think of a person/people in your life who you 
know is mourning something? Pray for them and spend some time 
considering how you could concretely serve and comfort them.  



 

 


