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Homes of Hope hooks anglers for the day
Tour participants use day off
to volunteer with housing group
By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER

adavis@greenvilleonline.com

Professional anglers like
Darrel Robertson and Jimmy Houston participating
in the FLW Outdoors Walmart fishing tournament
on Lake Hartwell spent
part of Wednesday volunteering and working alongside Homes of Hope interns on affordable housing construction projects.

The interns are men
overcoming drug and alcohol addictions.
The experience “just lets
me know that there are
those who really care about
people with problems like
me and like us. It gives us a
hope that we can do that if
we really want to,” one intern said.
And he said it shows that
the anglers are “for real.
That makes me feel better

too.”
The FLW Walmart Tour
on Lake Hartwell runs today through Sunday.
Allie Gibbs, community
outreach specialist for the
tour, said wherever the nationwide tour goes, an opportunity is provided for
the anglers to give back to
the community.
“They’re out in the water
a lot of times so we want to
give them an opportunity
to serve,” she said.
Homes of Hope is a nonprofit organization that provides safe and energy-effi-

cient affordable housing
for homeless and low-income families and individuals, as well as provides job
skill training and mentoring for men overcoming addiction.
Gibbs said Hands on
Greenville, which referred
the FLW Tour to Homes of
Hope.
The anglers, she said,
“wholeheartedly stepped
up and wanted to volunteer
for this program.”
Robertson and Houston,
both of whom are from
Oklahoma, said Wednes-

day was their “off day” after
days of practicing for the
tournament.
“We found out we could
come out here and help
and we wanted to do that,”
Houston said.
Robertson and Houston,
who has been tournament
fishing since 1966, said it’s
the first time their volunteerism has led them to a
group like Homes of Hope.
One thing that makes it
unique, Houston said, is it’s
Christian-based. Houston
and Robertson are heavily
involved in their churches

and speak at churches
around the country.
“There are a lot of good
places around doing a lot of
good things. But this is
more than changing peoples’ lives, getting them off
of substance abuse or
something like that,” Houston said. “This is changing
their lives spiritually, too.
That means a lot more to
me personally.”
“It’s not just a life-changing deal for next week, next
month, next year. It’s lifechanging from an eternal
standpoint,” he said.

2nd person
killed in
accident on
Mills Avenue
Simpsonville man hit when he ran
in front of vehicle, authorities say
By Paul Alongi
STAFF WRITER

palongi@greenvilleonline.com
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When the Reedy River was drained Monday prior to the start of bank work, an unexpected sandbar was
exposed. The river has since been refilled while the city figures out what to do with the sediment.

Sandbar grounds river work
Surprise discovery halts Reedy bank project
while plan developed for sediment removal
By Ben Szobody
STAFF WRITER

bszobody@greenvilleonline.com

The sluice gate opened and the
Reedy River dropped behind the
Peace Center this week, but the
beachhead of river sand that
emerged caught city officials off
guard and stalled a project to fortify the banks with outcroppings
of rock.
The sandbar spanned most of
the river bed and nearly the
length of the nearby Wyche Pavilion. Even without lowering the 3foot pool, the deposit would have
soon poked above the water’s
surface, said assistant city engineer Jessica Chapman.

City crews had similarly lowered the water in 2009 to work
in the river bottom to stabilize the
bank. A city photograph shows
no sign of a sandbar at the time.
This week, the city had intended to start placing outcroppings
of granite and sandstone along
the bank, but the sand deposit
was so large that it diverted the
water’s course to the opposite
side of the river bed, according to
Chapman and photographs taken
by GreenvilleOnline.com.
That flow likely would have
pulled some of the sediment
downriver, and after conversations with the Army Corps of Engineers, the city decided to close
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the sluice, Chapman said.
The cause of the sandbar is unclear. Chapman said it’s clearly
river sand, not the result of construction dirt or other types of
runoff flowing into the stream.
Heather Nix, co-director of Upstate Forever’s clean air and water program, said sediment has
accumulated there before, and
that it’s natural for the river to
drop it in various places, causing
the water to meander.
The city now is consulting with
the corps, which Chapman said
could allow the removal of sediment as a maintenance issue. If
additional permits are required,
she said it would trigger a more
lengthy process.
The 3-foot pool under the footbridge to RiverPlace, meanwhile,
has returned to normal levels.
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Two pedestrians in little
more than two weeks have
been killed while trying to
cross Mills Avenue, a heavily traveled road connecting Greenville to Interstate
185, authorities said.
The deceased in the
most recent collision was
identified as 28-year-old
Mark Waluskiewicz of
Simpsonville, Greenville
County Deputy Coroner
Jeff Fowler said.
A Ford Explorer was
heading north on Mills
Avenue about 5:20 a.m.
Wednesday when an eastbound pedestrian ran out
in front of the SUV near
Henrydale Avenue, said
Lance Cpl. Bill Rhyne of
the Highway Patrol.
No charges have been
filed, he said.
Mills Avenue has a 40
mph speed limit, two long
hills and sidewalks on both
sides. The mile-long ave-
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nue stretches from Augusta Street to I-185.
Restaurants, retail stores
and offices line most of
Mills Avenue. Few homes
are directly on the avenue,
but residential neighborhoods sit behind the commercial corridor.
A March 8 collision
claimed the life of Greenville’s Ronnie Evans, 43,
Fowler said.
Witnesses told police a
man was crossing a dimly
lit section of the avenue
shortly after 7 p.m. when a
minivan hit him, said
Greenville police Sgt. Jason Rampey.
The collision, which was
near a fast-food restaurant,
remains under investigation, he said, and no
charges have been filed.

Ex-police captain
faces stalking,
assault charges
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